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CHAPTER  L 


Departure fnhn ScyOiia. — TA^f  Tauric  Cher9(fne8ils.*—The  PonM 
EuxinmA — State  cfGreece^from  thetalcmgof  Athem^K.Q.4M^ 
to  the  Departure  of  Anaeharsis  on  his  Travels. — The  I%raciait 
Bosphorus. — Arrival  at  ByzarUium.i 

Anacharsis^  a  nsLtive  of  Scythia,  the  son  of  Toxaridi 
is  the  author  of  this  work^  which  he  addresses  to  hiid 
friefids.  He  begins  by  stating  to  them  the  motives 
that  induced  him  to  travel. 

You  know  that  I  am  descended  from  the  sage 
Anaeharsis,  so  celebrated  among  the  Greeks^  and  sd 
unworthily  treated  by  the  Scythians.  The  history  of 
his  life  and  death  inspired rae^  from  my  earliest  child* 
hood^  with  esteem  for  the  nation  which  had  honoured/ 
and  with  distaste  for  that  which  knew  not  how  t6 
Appreciates  his  virtues. 


♦The  Crimea. 
VOL.    II. 

+  The  Black  Sea. 
B 

X  ConsfantiDople/ 
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2  TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS. 

This  disgust  was  still  more  increased  by  the  arrival 
of  a  Greek  slave^  whom  I  purchased.  He  was  of  one 
of  the  principal  families  of  Thebes  in  Boeotia.  About 
thirty -six  years  before,*  he  had  followed  the  younger 
Cyrus  in  the  expedition  undertaken  by  that  prince, 
against  his  brother  Artaxerxes,  king  of  Persia. 
Being  taken  prisoner  in  one  of  those  engagements 
to  which  the  Greeks  were  compelled  in  their  retreat, 
he  frequently  changed  masters,  and  wore  the  chains 
of  servitude  in  different  nations,  till  chance  brought 
him  to  the  country  in  which  I  lived 

The  more  I  became  acquainted  with  him,  the  more 
sensible  was  I  of  the  ascendancy  of  an  enlightened 
«over  an  uninstructed  people.  Timagenes,  for  that 
was  the  Theban's  name,  at  once  delighted  and  hum- 
bled me  by  the  charms  of  his  conversation  and  the 
superiority  of  his  knowledge.  The  history  of  the 
Greeks,  their  manners,  governments,  sciences,  arts, 
festivals,  and  spectacles,  were  the  inexhaustible  topics 
of  our  conversation.  I  interrogated  him,  and  I  lis- 
tened to  his  replies  with  transport.  I  was  then  just 
i^ntering  my  eighteenth  year,  and  my  imagination 
added  the  liveliest  colours  to  the  richness  of  his 
description^.  I  had  hitherto  seen  nothing  but  tents^ 
flocks,  and  deserts.  From  this  time,  incapable  of 
enduring  the  wandering  life  I  had  till  then  led,  and 
the  profound  ignorance  to  which  I  was  condemned, 
I  resolved  to  abandon  a  climate  where  Nature 
scarcely  provided  for  the  necessities  of  man,  and  a 

•  The  year  400  before  Cbriat. 
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nation  whose  only  virtue  seemed  to  me  to  consist  in 
its  ignorance  of  vice.* 

I  have  passed  the  prime  years  of  my  life  in 
Greece,  in  Egypt,  and  in  Persia;  but  my  longest 
abode  was  in  the  former  of  these  countries.  I  enjoyed 
the  last  moments  of  its  glory,  nor  quitted  it  till  I  saw 
itg  liberty  expire  in  the  plain  of  Cha&ronea.  While 
visiting  its  provinces,  I  carefully  noted  down  every 
thing  that  I  believed  to  merit  attention;  and  from 
this  journal,  on  my  return  to  Scythia,  I  drew  up  the 
narrative  of  my  travels;  which  possibly  would  have 
been  more  accurate,  had  not  the  ship  by  which  I 
sent  my  books  been  lost  in  the  Euxine  sea. 

And  you,  whom  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  know  in 
my  journey  into  Persia, — ^you,  Arsames  and  Phedime, 
illustrious  pair,  how  often  have  I  been  on  the  point  of 
inserting  your  names  in  my  narrative ;  in  how  lively 
a  manner  did  they  recur  to  my  remembrance,  when  I 
hkdtopourtray  some  supereminentquality  of  the  heart 
or  mind,  or  to  speak  of  benevolence  and  gratitude? 
You  have  claims  upon  this  work.  I  partly  composed 
it  in  that  delightful  residence  of  which  you  constitute 
the  noblest  ornament :  I  finished  it  far  from  Persia ; 
yet,  as  I  may  say,  always  under  yoiir  eyes ;  for  the 
moments  passed  with  you  can  never  be  obliterated 
from  my  memory.  The  recollection  of  these  will 
constitute  the  happiness  of  the  remainder  of  my  life; 
and  I  have  no  other  wish  but  that  after  my  death 
these  words  should  be  deeply  engraven  on  the  stone 

»  Justin.  Hist.  lib.  2.  c.  2. 
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4  TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS. 

that  covers  my  ashes :  '^  He  obtained  the  friendship 
of  Arsames  and  Phedime/' 

Towards  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  the  ICMth 
Olympiad,*  I  took  my  departure  with  Timagenes,  to 
whom  I  had  given  his  liberty.  After  traversing  vast 
solitudes,  we  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Tanais^near 
to  the  spot  where  it  falls  into  a  kind  of  sea,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Lake,  or  Palus  Maeotis.  There, 
taking  shipping,  we  proceeded  to  the  city  of  Panti- 
capssum,  situate»on  an  eminence,**  near  the  entrance 
of  the  strait  called  the  Cimmerian  Bosphorus,  which 
joins  the  Palus  Maeotis  to  the  Euxine  sea. 

This  city,  where  the  Greeks  formerly  established 
a  colony,""  is  become  the  capital  of  a  small  kingdom, 
which  extends  along  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Cher- 
souesus  Taurica,  Leucon  had  reigned  there  about 
thirty  years.^  He  was  a  generous  and  magnificent 
prince,**  who  more  than  once  had  defeated  conspi- 
racies, and  gained  victories  by  his  address  and 
courage/  We  did  not  see  him,  for  he  was  then  at 
the  head  of  his  army*  The  inhabitants  of  Heraclea, 
in  Bithynia,  had  some  time  before  appeared  with  a 
powerful  fleet,  to  make  a  descent  on  his  dominions ; 
Leucon,  perceiving  that  his  troops  made  but  a  feeble 
opposition  to  the  enemy,  placed  a  body  of  Scythians 
in  the  rear,  with  orders  to  attack  them  if  they  had 
the  cowardice  to  give  way.^ 

♦  In  the  month  of  -April  of  the  year  363  before  ChrisfU 
^  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  309.  ^  Id.  ib.  p.  310.  PHn.  lib.  4.  cap.  12. 
t.  i.  p.  21 8.  ^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  432.  ^  Chrysip.  ap.  Pint. 
de  Stoicor.  repugn,  t.  ii.  p.  1043.  ^  Polyaen^  Stratag.  lib.  6* 

cap.  9.  ^  Id,  ibid. 
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A  saying  of  this  king  is  related^  which  I  cannot 
repeat  without  shuddering.  His  fevourites,  by  false 
accusations^  had  driven  away  several  of  his  friends^ 
and  obtained  possession  of  their  fortunes .  He  at  length 
discovered  their  villany;  and  one  of  them  having 
laid  a  new  information  of  the  same  kind,  ''  Wretch  !'* 
said  he  to  him,  *^  I  would  put  thee  to  death,  were  not 
such  rascals  as  thou  art  necessary  to  despots."** 
^  The  Tauric  Chersonesus  produces  corn  in  abun- 
dance ;  and  the  earth,  barely  grazed  by  the  plough- 
share, yields  tne  husbandman  an  increase  of  thirty 
for  one.*  The  commerce  carried  on  there  by  the 
Greeks  was  so  great,  that  the  king  was  obliged  to 
open  a  port  capable  of  containing  a  hundred  ves- 
sels^ at  Theodosia,*  another  city  of  the  Bosphorus. 
The  Athenian  merchants  resorted  in  crowds,  either 
to  this  place,  or  to  Panticapaeum.  They  were  subject 
to  no  duties,  either  on  imports  or  exports ;  in  grati- 
tude for  which  the  republic  enrolled  this  prince  and 
his  children  in  the  number  of  her  citizensJf 

We  found  a  Lesbian  vessel  almost  ready  to  sail, 
andCleomedes,  the  commander,  agreed  to  take  us  on 
board.  Whilst  we  were  waiting  for  her  departure,  I 
was  inceiSsantly  in  motion,  and  could  never  satisfy  my- 
self with  viewing  the  citadel,  the  arsenal,  the  harbour, 
the  vessels,  their'rigging,  and  manner  of  working;  I 
entered  at  random  into  private  houses,  manufactories, 

*  Athen.  lib.  6.  cap.  16.  p.  257.  *  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  311. 

^  Demost.  in  Leptin.  p.  546.     Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  309.  *  Now 

called  Caffa.  '  Demost.  ibid.  p.  545.  +  See  note  I.  ^t 

the  end  of  the  volume. 
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and  the  most  inconsiderable  shops ;  I  went  out  of 
town,  and  my  eyes  were  fixed  on  orphards  covered 
with  fruity  and  fields  laden  with  rich  harvests.  My 
sensations  were  lively^  and  my  descriptions  and  re* 
marks  full  of  animation.  I  could  not  complain  of 
wanting  witnesses  to  my  delight;  I  spoke  of  my 
pleasure  and  admiration  to  every  person  I  saw :  I 
ran  to  Timagenes>  to  communicate  to  him  every 
thing  that  struck  me^  as  if  it  were  as  novel  to  him 
as  to  myself;  I  asked  him  whether  the  Lake  M aeotis 
was  not  the  largest  sea^  and  Panticapssum  the 
handsomest  city^  in  the  world? 

In  the  course  of  my  travels^  and  especially  at  my 
setting  out,  I  experienced  similar  emotions^  as  often 
as  nature  or  industry  presented  to  me  new  objects ; 
and  when  they  were  such  as  to  elevate  the  soul^  my 
admiration  could  be  relieved  only  by  tears,  which  it 
was  impossible  to  withhold^  or  by  transports  of  joy 
that  Timagenes  was  unable  to  moderate.  At  lengthy 
as  my  surprise  has  diminished^  the  delights  arising 
from  that  source  have  vanished ;  and  I  have  found 
with  pain^  that  we  lose  in  pleasurable  sensation  what 
we  gain  in  experience. 

I  shall  not  describe  the  feelings  with  which  I  was 
agitated^  when^  on  quittingtheCimmerian  Bosphorus^ 
the  sea  called  the  Euxine  gradually  expanded  itself 
to  my  sight.*  It  is  an  immense  bason^  almost  every 
where  surrounded  by  mountains^  more  or  less  distant 
from  the  shore>  and  into  which  near  forty  rivers  pour 

•  See  the  map  of  the  Pontus  Euxinus. 
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their  waters  from  part  of  Asia  and  Europe.*  Its 
length  is  said*"  to  be  eleven  thousand  and  one  hundred 
stadia^f  its  greatest  breadth  three  thousand  threfe 
hundred.*  Its  borders  are  inhabited  by  various  nal- 
tions,  who  diflFer  from  each  other  in  their  origin,  man- 
ners, and  language.''  At  intervals,  and  chiefly  on  the 
southern  coasts,  we  meet  with  Grecian  cities  founded 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Miletus,  Megara,  and  Athens> 
built  for  the  most  part  in  fertile' situations,  and  well 
calculated  for  commerce.  To  the  east  is  Colchis, 
celebrated  for  the  Argonautic  expedition,  so  embel- 
lished by  fable,  and  which  rendered  the  Greeks  better ' 
acquainted  with  these  remote  countries. 

The  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Euxine,  cover  it  with 
sheets  of  ice  in  severe  winters,'  mitigate  the  saltness 
of  its  waters,  and  convey  into  it  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  mud  and  vegetable  substances,  which  attract 
and  fatten  the  fish.<  Tunny,  turbots,  and  almost  every  ' 
species,  resort  thither  to  deposit  their  spawn,  and 
multiply  the  more,  as  the  sea  nourishes  no  voracious 
or  destructive  fish/  The  Euxine  is  frequently  en- 
veloped in  dark  fogs,  and  agitated  by  violent  teitt* 
pests,"  and  that  season  is  generally  made  choice  of 

"» Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  298.  °  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  85.  +  About 
41 9|  leagues.  *  About  124|  leagues.  °  A  mm.  Marcell.  lib. 
22.  cap.  8.  P  Herodot.  ap.  Mac-rob.  lib.  7.  cap.  12.  Mem.  de 

r  Acad,  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxxii.  p.  640.  ^  Arist.  Hist.  Anim. 

Jib-  8.  cap.  19.  t.  i.  p.  913.  Voyage  de  Chard,  t.  i.  p.  107. 
'  Arist.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  17.  t.  i.  p.  874.  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  320. 
Plin.  lib.  9.  cap.  15.  t.  i.  p.  507.  Amm.  Marcell.  lib.  22.  cap.  8. 
p.  318.  *  Mem.  de  TAcad.  t.  xxxii.  p.  639.  Voy.  de  Chard, 
t.  i.  p.  92. 
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for  its  navigation  when  shipwrecks  are  less  frequent/ 
It  is  not  deep/  except  towards  the  eastern  part^ 
where  nature  has  formed  gulfs^  the  bottom  of  which 
no  sounding  line  has  yet  been  able  to  reach.' 

Whilst  Cleomedes  was  informing  us  of  these  par- 
ticulars^ he  had  sketched  on  his  tablets  the  circuit  of 
the  Euxine.  When  he  had  finished.  You  have,  said  I, 
traced  out,  without  perceiving  it,  the  figure  of  the  bow 
that  we  make  use  of  in  Scythia — it  is  precisely  of 
that  shape/  But  1  see  no  outlet  to  this  sea. — It  com- 
municates with  the  others,  replied  he,  only  by  a  longer 
and  narrower  channel  than  that  we  have  just  left. 

Instead  of  steering  directly  for  this  strait,  Cleo- 
medes, fearful  of  quitting  the  coast,  directed  his  course 
to  the  westward,  inclining  afterwards  to  the  south. 
As  we  sailed  along  the  shore,  our  conversation  turned 
on  the  nations  that  dwell  on  it;  and  we  sometimes 
saw  the  flocks  approach  the  sea,  which  affords  them 
a  drink  equally  agreeable  and  salutary.*  We  were 
told,  that  in  winter,  when  the  sea  is  frozen/  the 
fishermen  of  these  districts  pitch  their  tents  on  its 
surfistce,  and  throw  their  Unes  through  holes  made  in 
the  ice.'  At  a  distance  we  were  shown  the  mouth 
of  the  Borysthenes,*  that  of  the  Ister,t  and  other 
rivers.  We  frequently  passed  the  night  on  land, 
and  sometimes  at  anchor ,'' 

*  Voyage  de  Tournefort.  t.  ii.  lett.  16.  "  Strab.  lib.  1.  p.  50. 
*  Ariat.  Meteor,  lib.  1.  cap.  IS.  t.  i.  p.  545  et  546.  ^  Strab. 

lib.  2.  p.  125.  DioDys.  Perieg.  v.  1 57.  Schol.  ibid.  *  Arrian. 
Peripl.  ap.  Geograph.     Mio.  t.  i.  p.  8.  "Voyage  de  Touraef. 

t,  ii.  p.  130,  *»  Arist.  Meteor,  lib.  i.  cap,  12.  t.  i.  p.  543.  *  Now 
tte  Dnieper,       t  The  Danube,        ^  Demost.  in  Polycl  1087- 
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One  day,  Cleomedes  telling  us  that  he  had  formerly 
read  the  history  of  the  expedition  of  the  younger 
Cyrus : — Greece  then  is  attentive  to  our  misfortunes, 
said  Timagenes ;  that  circumstance  renders  them  at 
least  less  bitter  for  those  whose  ftite  it  is  to  have  sur- 
vived them .  And  by  what  hand  is  the  picture  drawn  ? 
— It  is,  answered  Cleomedes,  by  one  of  the  generals 
who  led  back  the  Greeks  into  their  country ;  Xeno- 
phon  of  Athens. — Alas!  replied  Timagenes,  this  is 
the  first  news  I  have  heard  of  him  since  about  thirty- 
seven  years  that  fate  has  separated  me  from  him. 
Ah !  how  happy  should  I  have  been  once  more  to 
have  seen  him,  after  so  long  an  absence !  But  I  greatly 
fear,  that  death — Dispel  your  fears,  said  Cleomedes ; 
he  is  still  living. — Blessed  be  the  gods !  replied  Tima- 
genes: he  lives !  He  will  receive  with  pleasure  the 
embraces  of  a  soldier :  of  a  friend,  whose  life  he  more 
than  once  has  saved.  The  Athenians  no  doubt  have 
loaded  him  with  honours  ? — They  have  banished  him, 
replied  Cleomedes,  for  appearing  too  much  attached 
to  the  Lacedaemonians  !•* — But  in  his  retirement,  at 
least,  he  attracts  the  attention  of  all  Greece  ? — No; 
every  eye  is  fixed  on  Epaminondas  of  Thebes. — 
Epaminondas  !  What  is  his  age  ?  i  What  is  the  name 
of  his  father  ? — He  is  about  fifty,  the  son  of  Polymnis, 
and  brother  of  Caphisias.** — It  is  he !  cried  Tima- 
genes, with  emotion ;  it  is  he  himself!  I  have  known 
him  from  his  childhood.  His  features  are  still  before 

^  Diog.  Laert.  in  Xenoph.  lib.  2.  §  51.  «  Plut.  de  Gen. 

Socr.  t.  ii.  p.  576,  579.     Nep.  in  Epam.  cap,  1, 
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my  eyes  :  we  were  early  united  by  the  ties  of  blood. 
I  was  but  a  few  years  older  than  he :  he  was  educated 
in  the  love  of  poverty,  and  the  love  of  virtue.  Never 
did  youth  make  a  more  rapid  progress  in  every  exer- 
cise of  body  and  mind.  His  masters  were  unable  to 
satisfy  his  insatiable  thirst  for  knowledge.  I  well 
remember,  that  we  could  never  force  him  from  the 
company  of  a  gloomy  and  rigid  Pythagorean^  named 
Lysis.^  Epaminondas  ws^s  but  in  his  twelfth  or  thir- 
teenth year  when  I  joined  the  army  of  Cyrus ;  yctthe 
presages  of  a  great  character  were  frequently  to  be 
observed.  It  was  not  difficult  to  foresee  the  ascen- 
dancy he  would  one  day  acquire  over  other  men.«^ 
Pardon  my  importunity.  How  has  he  fulfilled  these 
brilliant  expectations?^ — He  has  raised  his  nation  by 
his  exploits  to  the  rank  of  the  first  state  in  Greece^ 
answered  Cleomedes. — O  Thebes !  exclaimed  Tima- 
genes ;  O  my  country !  the  happy  abode  of  my  in- 
fancy !  Still  happier  Epaminondas ! — An  involuntary 
oppression  hindered  him  from  proceeding.  In  my 
turn,  I  cried  out.  Oh*!  how  worthy  is  that  man  of 
being  beloved  who  has  such  sensibility  !  and^  throw- 
ing myself  on  his  neck.  My  dear  Timagenes !  said  I, 
since  you  interest  yourself  so  much  in  the  fortune  of 
the  spot  where  you  chanced  to  be  born^  what  must 
be  your  sentiments  for  the  friends  whom  you  yourself 
have  chosen ! — He  answered,  pressing  my  hand,  I 
have  often  told  you  of  that  unalterable  love  the  Greeks 

^  Nep.  in  Epam.  cap.  2.    Plut.  ibid.  p.  585.     iElian.  Var. 
Hist.  lib.  3,  cap.  17.         »  Nep.  in  Epam.  cap.  2. 
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always  retain  for  their  country.  It  was  with  diffi- 
culty you  could  conceive  it.  Judge  by  my  tears 
whether  it  be  profound  and  sincere. — ^And  he  actu- 
ally shed  tears^ 

After  a  few  moments'  silence^  he  inquired  by 
what  means  a  revolution  so  g^Iorious  for  the  Thebans 
had  been  effected  ? — You  cannot  expect  from  me, 
said  Cleomedes,  a  circumstantial  detail  of  all  that 
has  passed  since  your  departure.  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  the  principal  events,  which  will  suffice  to 
inform  you  of  the  present  state  of  Greece. 

You  cannot  be  ignorant,  that,  by  the  taking  of 
Athens,*  all  our  republics  fell,  in  some  measure, 
under  subjection  to  the  Lacedaemonians ;  that  some 
were  compelled  to  solicit,  and  others  to  accept  their 
alliance.  The  shining  qualities  and  illustrious  ex^ 
ploits  of  Agesibus,  king  of  Lacedeemon,  seemed  to 
threaten  them  with  a  long  slavery.  This  great  man 
having  been  called  into  Asia,  to  the  aid  of  the  lonians, 
who,  from  their  having  taken  part  with  the  younger 
Cyrus,  had  reason  to  apprehend  the  utmost  venge- 
ance of  Artaxerxes,  several  times  defeated  the  gene- 
rals of  that  prince ;  and  his  views  enlarging  with 
his  successes,  he  had  already  conceived  the  prefect 
of  carrying  his  arms  into  Persia,  and  attacking  the 
great  king  even  on  his  throne.** 

Artaxerxes  diverted  the  storm,  and,  by  sums  of 
money  distributed  in  several  of  the  Grecian  cities, 

*  The  year  404  before  Christ.         ^  Plut.  in  Agea.  t,  i.  p.  603. 
Nep.  ia  Ages.  cap.  4. 
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detached  them  from  the  Lacedaemonians.'  Thebes^ 
Corinth^  Argos^  and  other  states^  formed  a  powerful 
league^  and,  assembling  their  combined  forces  in  the 
fields  of  Cornea,  in  Boeotia,*  they  soon  came  to 
action  with  the  troops  of  Agesilaus,  whom  an  order 
from  Lacedaemon  had  compelled  to  interrupt  the 
course  of  his  conquests.  Xenophon,  who  fought 
near  the  person  of  this  prince,  affirms  that  he  never 
saw  a  more  obstinate  battle.^  The  Lacedaemonians 
had  the  honour  of  the  victory ;  and  the  Thebans, 
that  of  eflFecting  their  retreat  without  being  forced 
to  a  shameful  fight.* 

This  victory,  by  establishing  the  power  of  Sparta, 
gave  birth  to  new  dissensions  and  new  confederacies. 
Even  among  the  victors  some  were  weary  of  their 
success,  others  of  the  glory  of  Agesilaus.  The  lat- 
ter, headed  by  the  Spartan  Antalcidas,  proposed  to 
king  Artaxerxes  to  give  peace  to  the  Grecian  nations. 
Their  deputies  assembled,  and  Teribazus,  the  sa- 
trap of  Ionia,  declared  to  them  the  will  of  his  master, 
in  the  following  terms  :f 

"  King  Artaxerxes  thinks  it  just,  1st,  That  the 
Greek  cities  of  Asia,  as  well  as  the  isles  of  Clazdmenae 
and  Cyprus,  shouldremain  united  to  his  empire;  2dly, 
that  the  other  Greek  cities  should  be  free,  except  the 
isles  of  Lemnos,  Imbros,  and  Scyros,  which  shall 

*  Xeooph.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  4.  p.  513.  Plut.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p. 
604.  Id.  Lacon.  Apopht.  t.  ii.  p.  211.  *  The  year  393  before 
Christ.  ^  Plut.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  605.     Xenoph.  in  Ages.  p. 

659.  *  Xen.  Hist.  GraBC.  lib.  4.  p.  519.  Plut.  ibid.  Diod.  Sic, 
lib.  14.  p.  302.         +  The  year  387  before  Christ. 
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ap|)ertain  to  the  Athenians.  He  will  join  his  forces 
to  those  of  the  states  which  shall  accept  these  con- 
ditions^ and  employ  them  against  those  which  shall 
refuse  to  receive  them/'"* 

The  final  conclusion  of  a  treaty,  which  entirely 
changed  the  political  system  of  Greece,  was  intrusted 
to  the  LacedsBmonians,  who  had  originally  conceived 
the  idea,  and  regulated  the  articles ;  by  the  first  of 
which  they  again  brought  under  the  yoke  of  the  Per- 
sians the  Asiatic  Greeks,  the  preservation  of  whose 
liberty  had  occasioned  the  loss  of  so  much  blood  for 
near  a  century ;  and  by  the  second,  which  obliged 
the  Thebans  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
the  cities  of  Boeotia,  they  enfeebled  perhaps  the 
only  power  in  a  condition  to  oppose  their  projects." 
Neither  the  Thebans  nor  Argives,  thef  efore,  would 
accede  to  the  treaty,  till  they  were  compelled  by 
force:  the  other  republics  received  it  without  oppo- 
sition, and  some  even  with  joy. 

A  few  days  after,*  the  Spartan  Phoebidas,  passing 
with  a  body  of  troops  into  Boeotia,  encamped  in  the 
vicinity  of  Thebes.**  The  city  was  divided  into  two 
fections,  each  headed  by  one  of  the  chief  magistrates. 
Leontiades,  the  leader  of  the  party  devoted  to  the 
Lacedaemonians,  persuaded  Phoebidas  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  citadel,  and  assisted  him  in  the  enterprize. 

""  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  5.  p.  650.  lib.  6.  p.  602.  Isocr.  de 
Pac.  t  i.  p,  369.  Plut.  Apopht.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  213.  "  Xen. 
ibid*  p.  551.  Plut.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  608.  Nep.  in  Pelopid.  c.  1. 
*  The  year  382  before  Christ.  **  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  5.  t.  i. 

p,  556.     Plut.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  608.    Nep.  in  Pelop.  c.  1. 
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This  was  in  the  time  of  profound  peace^  and  while 
the  Thebans,  devoid  of  fear  or  suspicion^  were  cele- 
brating the  festival  of  Ceres."*  So  glaring  an  act  of 
perfidy  was  rendered  still  more  odious  by  the  cruel- 
ties exercised  on  the  citizens  who  were  attached  to 
the  true  interests  of  their  country.  Four  hundred 
of  these  sought  an  asylum  with  the  Athenians.  Isme- 
nias^  the  chief  of  that  party^  had^  under  frivolous 
pretexts^  been  loaded  with  chains^  and  put  to  death. 

This  excited  a  general  clamour  throughout  Greece. 
The  Lacedaemonians  shuddered  with  indignation^  and 
demanded  with  fury^  whether  Phoebidas  had  received 
orde'rs  to  perpetrate  such  an  atrocious  action  ?  Agesi- 
laus  replied^  that  a  general  may  be  allovved  to  exceed 
his  powers  when  thewelfieire  of  the  state  requires ;  and 
that  the  proceeding  of  Phoebidas  sh6uld  be  judged 
only  according  to  this  principle.  Leontiades^  who 
vms  then  at  Lacedssmon^  appeased  the  minds  of  the 
citizens  by  exasperating  them  against  the  Thebans* 
It  was  determined  to  retain  possession  of  the  citadel 
of  Thebes^  and  that  Phoebidas  should  be  condemned 
to  pay  a  fine  of  a  hundred  thousand  drachmas.^' 

Thus^  said  Tiniagcnes^  interrupting  Cleomedes^ 
Lacedasmon  profited  by  the  crime^  and  punished  the' 
criminal.'  But  what  now  was  the  conduct  of  Agesi- 
laus? — He  was  accused^  replied  Gleomedes^  of  being 
the  secret  author  of  the  enterprize,  and  of  the  decree 

^  Xen.  ibid.  p.  557.  Plut.  in  Pelopid.  t.  i.  p.  280.  *»  Xen. 
Hist  Graec.  lib.  5.  p.  557  et  558.  Plut.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  608. 
*  90,000  livres  (3,7501.)  '  Plut.  in  Pelopid.  t.  i.  p.  280. 

Nep.  in  Pelopid.  c.  1.        '  Polyb.  Hist,  lib.  4.  p.  296. 
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that  completed  its  iniquity/ — ^You  had  inspired  me 
with  some  esteem  for  this  prince,  said  Timagenes  ; 
but  after  so  infamous  an  action — Hold,  answered 
Cleomedes,  know  that  the  virtuous  Xenophon  has 
never  ceased  to  admire,  esteem,  and  love  Agesilaus*" 
I  have  myself  made  several  campaigns  under  that 
prince.  I  do  not  speak  of  his  military  talents.  You 
will  see  his  trophies  erected  in  several  of  the  provinces 
of  Greece  and  Asia  ;^  .but  thus  much  I  can  assure 
you,  that  Agesilaus  was  adored  by  the  soldiers,-^  with 
whom  he  shared  every  difficulty  and  danger;  that,  in 
his  Asiatic  expedition,  he  astonished  the  barbarians 
by  the  simplicity  of  his  demeanour,  and  the  elevation 
of  his  sentiments ;  that  he  continually  enforced  the 
.  admiration  of  all  who  approached  him  by  new  proofs 
of  disinterestedness,  frugality,  moderation,  and  be- 
ni^ity ;  that  without  thinking  of  his  own  greatness^ 
without  feaxing  lest  others  should  forget  it,  he  was  of 
easy  access^  and  possessed  an  engaging  familiarity, 
untainted  with  rancour  or  jealousy,"  and  was  ever 
ready  to  listen  to  our  complaints.  In  a  word,  his 
manners  were  as  austere  as  those  of  the  most  rigid 
Spartan ;  nor  was  the  most  agreeable  Athenian  ever 
endowed  with  a  more  cultivated  and  elegant  under- 
standing.* I  shall  add  but  one  stroke  to  this  eulogium. 
In  those  splendid  conquests  which  he  made  in  Asia, 
it  was  always  his  first  care  to  render  more  supportable 

*  Plut.  in  Ages.  p.  609.  "  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  5.     Td.  in 

Ages.  ^  Isocr.  Archid.  t.  ii.  p.  38.  '  Xen.  in  Ages.  p.  667. 
•  Plut.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  i599.  *  Xen.  in  Ages.  p.  619.  Plut.  in 
Ages.  p.  596. 
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the  hard  fate  of  the  prisoners,  and  to  restore  liberty 
to  the  slaves.'* 

Alas  !  what  avail  all  these  good  qualities^  replied 
Timagenes,  if  he  has  tarnished  them  by  giving  his 
sanction  to  the  injustice  exercised  against  the  The- 
bans  ? — Yet  he  considered  justice^  said  Cleomedes, 
as  the  first  of  virtues/    1  acknowledge  that  he  did 
sometimes  violate  it ;    and^  without  attempting  to 
apologise  for  such  violation^  shall  observe,  that  it 
was  only  to  favour  his  friends^  and  never  to  distress 
his  enemies.*    He  changed  his  conduct  respecting 
theThebans,  either  from  a  persuasion  that  all  means 
were  lawful  to  humble  a  power  which  was  the  rival 
of  Sparta^  or  that  he  thought  proper  to  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  to  revenge  his  personal  injuries.* 
He  had  brought  all  his  passions  under  subjection  ex- 
cept one,  which  mastered  him  ;  and,  strengthened  by 
the  suppression  of  the  rest,  was  become  tyrannical, 
unjust,    and   incapable  of  pardoning  an  oflFence. 
This  was  an  inordinate  love  of  glory,  a  sentiment 
which  the  Thebans  had  more  than  once  wounded 
in^his  person,*  especially  by  disconcerting  his  pro- 
ject of  dethroning  the  king  of  Persia. 

The  decree  of  the  Lacedaemonians  was  the  epoch 
of  their  decline.  The  greater  part  of  the  allies  aban- 
doned them;  and,  three  or  four  years  after,*  the 


^  Xen.  in  Ages.  p. -654.  ""  Plut.  Lacon.  Apopht.  t.ii.  p.  213. 
*  Plut.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  598.  Id.  Lacon.  Apopht.  p.  209.  *  Xen. 
lib.  7.  p.  621.  Plut.  in  Ages.  p.  599.  *  The  year  379  or  378 
before  Christ. 
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Thebans  shook  off  an  odious  yoke/  Some  intrepid 
citizens,  in  one  night,  in  a  single  moment,  destroyed 
the  partisans  of  tyranny;  and  their  first  efforts  being 
seconded  by  the  people,  the  Spartans  evacuated  the 
citadel.  Young  Pelopidas,  one  of  the  exiles,  was 
among  the  principal  leaders  of  this  conspiracy.' 
Distinguished  as  he  was  by  birth  and  wealth,  he 
shortly  became  conspicuous  by  actions,  the  splen- 
dour of  which  reflected  honour  on  his  cour\try. 

All  conciliatory  means  were  henceforward  imprac- 
ticable to  the  two  nations.  The  hatred  of  the  Thebans 
was  extremely  augmented  from  having  received  a 
severe  injury,  and  that  of  the  Lacedaemonians  from 
having  been  the  aggressors.  Though  the  latter  were 
engaged  in  sevteral  wars,  they  made  some  irruptions 
into  Boeotia.  Agesilaus  twice  conducted  thither'' 
those  soldiers  who  had  ever  been  accustomed  to  con- 
quer under  his  command.  That  general  being 
wounded  in  an  indecisive  action,  the  Spartan  Antal- 
.  cidas,  pointing  to  the  blood  streaming  from  his  wound, 
said  to  him,  '^  Behold  the  fruit  of  the  lessons  which 
you  have  given  to  the  Thebans.*'*  And  indeed  the 
latter,  after  at  first  suffering  their  fields  to  be  laid 
waste,  tried  their  strength  in  skirmishes,  which  soon 
became  frequent.  Pelopidas  led  them  daily  against 
the  enemy ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  impetuosity  of 
his  character,  checked  them  in  their  successes,  en- 
couraged them  in  their  defeats,  and  gradually  taught 

^  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  5.  p.  566.         ^  Plut.  in  Pelop.  p.  ^81. 
Nep.  in  Pelop.  c.  2.  ^  Xen.   Hist.  lib.  5.  p.  672  et  575. 

Dodwell,  Annal.  Xeo.  ad  ann.  378.         *  Plut.  in  Pelopid.  p.  285. 
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them  to  brave  those  Spartans,  whose  reputation  they 
formerly  had  dreaded  still  more  than  their  valour. 
As  for  himself,  instructed  by  his  own  errors  and  the 
example  of  Agesilaus,  he  adopted  the  experience  of 
the  ablest  general  of  Greece,  andin  a  succeeding  cam- 
paign gathered  the  fruit  of  his  labours  and  reflections. 

IJewasin  Boeotia/ and  marching  towardsThebes,* 
when  a  body  of  Lacedaemonians^  much  more  nu- 
merous than  the  forces  under  his  command,  were  re- 
turning  by  the  same  road.  A  Theban  horseman,, 
who  had  advanced  before  the  army,  and  discovered 
them  coining  out  of  a  defile,  hastened  back  to  Pelo- 
pidas :  '^  We  have  fallen,*'  exclaimed  he,  ^^  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  1" — ''  And  why  should  you  not 
say  the  enemy  have  fallen  into  ours  V'  replied  the 
general.  Until  this  time,  no  nation  had  ventured  to 
attack  the  Lacedaemonians  with  equal,  still  less  with 
inferior^  forces.  The  conflict  was  bloody,  and  vic- 
tory hung  long  in  suspense.  The  Lacedsemonians,. 
having  lost  their  two  generals  and  the  flower  of  their 
warriors,  opened,  without  breaking  their  ranks,  to 
let  the  enemy  pass ;  but  Pelopidas,.  wishing  to  re- 
main master  of  the  field  of  battle^  charged  them  a 
second  time,  and  at  length  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of 
dispersing^  them  in  the  plain. 

This  unexpected  success  astonished  Lacedaemon, 
Athens,  and  all  the  Grecian  republics,  who,  fatigued 
with  the  miseries  of  war,  resolved  to  come  to  an 
amicable  termination  of  their  differences.      The 

^  Plut.  in  Pelopid.  p.  285.'      *  The  year  375  before  Christ. 
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geneml  ^iiss^mbly  wsis  convoked  at  Lacedeemon/ 
where  Epaminondas  appeared^  with  the  other  depu- 
ties of  Thebes. 

He  was  then  iti  his  fortieth  year.  He  had  hitherto, 
flcitording  to  the  advice  of  th^  sages,  led  a  retired  and 
concealed  life ;  "*  nay,  he  had  done  still  better,  by  en- 
abling himself  to  render  it  of  utility  to  others.  On 
coitiing  out  of  his  minority,  he  took  on  himself  the 
completion  of  his  education.  Notwithstanding  the 
mediocrity  of  his  fortune,  he  procured  Lysife  the  phi- 
losopher to  live  with  him,'  and  deeply  imbibed  the 
sublime  Ideas  of  virtue  taught  by  the  ^Pythagoreans ; 
Htld  that  vii*tue  Which  shone  in  his  minutest  actions, 
r^lidered  hitti  inaccessible  to  tivery  specieti  of  fear. 
At  the  same  time  that  he  was  fortifying  his  health  by 
runnings  wrertling,^  and  still  more  by  temperance, 
he  sttidied  mankind,  consulted  the  tiiost  enlightetifed 
sages,*  and  meditated  on  th^  WspeCtive  duties  of  the 
general  jriid  magistrate.  In  his  public  haranguei»^ 
lie  did  not  disdain  the  ornaments  of  art;^  but  the 
€il6quence  of  great  souls  was  always  their  predomi^ 
nant  embellishment.  His  talents.  Which  havei  placed 
him  in  the  fOremo^it  rank  of  orators,  &hone  forth  for 
the  first  time  at  the  conference  of  Lacedaertioh,  the 
o|)etatloni^  of  which  were  guided  by  AgesBaus. 

The  rights  and  interests  of  the  different  reptfblJe* 


"■Xeftoph.  lib.  6.  p.  590.  ™  Pltrt.  de  Occuft.  Vivend.  f,  if. 
p.  112ft.  *  Pltit>  Ab  Gfefl.  Socr.  i.  ii  ]f>.  58*.  MWktA.  Var.  Hi^. 
lib.  3.  cap.  17.  Diod.  Sie.  lib.  1 5.  p.  356.  Id.  id  fixc^rpt.  Vtfles. 
p.  246.  Cicer.  de  Off.  lib.  1.  cap.  44.  t.  iii.  p.  223.  **  Nep.  in 
Epaili.  carp.  ^.        p  Id.  cap.  3.        "^  Id.  tap.  L 
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were  there  discussed  by  their  respective  deputies, 
1.  accidentally  obtained  a  sight  of  the  orations  of  the 
three  ambassadors  from  Athens.  The  first  was  one 
Qf  the  priests  of  Ceres^  elated  with  his  birth,  and 
proud  of  the  encomiums  which  he  xeceived  or  be- 
stowed upon  himself/  He  enumerated  the  impor- 
tant commissions  the  Athenians  had  entrusted  to  his 
family ;  talked  of  the  benefits  the  states  of  Pelopon- 
nesus had  received  from  the  deities  whose  minister 
he  was,  and  concluded  by  observing,  that  war  could 
not  begin  too  late,  nor  terminate  too  speedily.  Cal- 
iistratus,  a  celebrated  orator,  instead  of  defending 
the  general  interests  of  Greece,  had  the  indiscretion 
to  insinuate,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  allies,  that 
the  partial  union  of  Athens  and  Lacedsemon  would 
secure  to  those  two  powers  the  sovereignty  both  of 
the  sea  and  land.  Autocles,  the  third  deputy,  boldly 
expatiated  on  the  repeated  injustice  of  the  Lacedasr , 
monians,  who  were  perpetually  summoning  the  na- 
tions to  receive  liberty,  while  they  in  reality  held 
them  in  bondage,  under  the  idle  pretext  of  being 
guarantees  to  the  treaty  of  Antalcidas. 

I  have  already  said  that,  by  this  treaty,  all  the 
Grecian  cities  were  to  be  free.  The  Lacedaemonians^ 
therefore,  though  they  held  the  cities  of  Laconia  in 
dependetace,  haughtily  required  that  those  of  Bceotia 
should  no  longer  be  subject  to  the  Thebans.*  As 
they  were  launching  out  into  violent  complaints 
against  the  latter,  and  no  longer  expressing  them- 
selves with  their  customary  precision,  Epaminondas^ 

'  Xen.  Hist  lib.  6.  p.  590.         *  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  366. 
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wiearicd  with  their  prolix  invectives^  said  to  them : 
*^  You  will  at  least  allow  that  we  have  made  you 
lengthen  your  monosyllables/'*  The  discourse  he 
then  pronounced  made  so  powerful  an  impression  on 
the  deputies  as  to  alarm  Agesilaus.  The  Thebah 
forcibly  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  a  treaty  solely 
founded  on  justice  and  on  reason  :  '^  And  does  it 
appear  to  you  just  and  reasonable/'  said  Agesilaus^ 
''  to  grant  independence  to  the  cities  of  Bceotia  ?'* — 
^'  And  do  you/'  replied  Epaminondas^  ^'  think  it  rea- 
sonable and  just  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  those  of  Laconia?" — ^'  Explain  yourself  roundly," 
said  Agesilaus,  inflamed  with  passion ;  ^'  I  ask  you 
whether  the  cities  of  Bceotia  shall  be  free  ?" — ^^  And 
I/'  answered  Epaminondas,  sternly,  ''  demand  of 
you,  whether  those  of  Laconia  shall  be  so?'* — On 
these  words,  Agesilaus  erased  the  name  of  the  The- 
bans  from  the  treaty,  and  the  assembly  separated." 

Such,  it  is  said,  was  the  issue  of  this  famous  con- 
ference. Some  indeed  relate  it  differently,  and  more 
to  the  advantage  of  Agesilaus/  Be  that  as  it  may,* 
the  principal  articles  of  the  decree  of  the  assembly 
expressed  that  the  troops  should  be  disbanded,  all 
the  states  enjoy  their  liberties,  and  that  each  of  the 
confederate  powers  should  be  permitted  to  succour 
the  oppressed  cities  .^ 

There  was  yet  time  for  negociation ;  but  the  Lace- 
daemonians, hurried  on  to  their  ruin  by  a  spirit  of  in- 

*  Plot,  de  Sui  Laude,  t.  ii.  p.  545.  Id.  Apopht.  t.  ii.  p.  193. 
"  Id.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  611.  ""  Xen.  lib.  6.  p.  593.  ^  Xen.  ibid. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  355. 
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•  fatuatioii,'  gave  orders  to  their  king  Cleombrotus^ 
who  commanded  the  allied  army  in  Phoci^^  to  march 
into  Boeotia.  This  army  consisted  of  ten  thousand 
foot  soldier^^  and  one  thousand  horse."^  The  Theban^ 
could  only  oppose  to  these  forces  six  thous^^nd  infan- 
try,^ and  a  small  body  of  cavalry ;  but  Epaminondas 
was  at  their  head,  and  had  under  him  Pelopida^. 

It  wa^  asserted  that  unlucky  omens  had  been  ob^ 
served ;  he  answered,  that  the  best  omen  was  to  de- 
fend our  country/  Favourable  oracles  were  likewise 
reported ;  and  on  these  he  appeared  to  rely  with  such 
cpnfidence  as  to  be  suspected  of  being  their  author.^ 
His  troops  had  deeply  imbibed  his  own  spirit.  The 
cavalry  of  the  enemy,  collected  as  it  were  by  chance^ 
had  neither  experience  nor  emulation*^  The  allied 
cities  had  consented  to  this  expedition  with  the 
greatest  reluctance,  and  it  was  with  regret  that  the 
soldiers  began  their  march.  The  king  of  Laced^moin 
was  no  stranger  to  this  discouragement ;  but  he  had 
enemies,  and  was  willing  to  risk  every  thing  rather 
than  furnish  their  hatred  with  new  pretexts/ 

The  two  armies  met  near  a  small  town  in  BcBOtig^ 
called  Leuctra.  On  the  evening  before  the  battle^ 
whilst  Epaminondas  was  making  his  dispositions^  an4 
anxious  about  an  event  which  was  to  decide  the  &tQ 
of  his  country,  he  learned  that  an  officer  of  distinction 
had  just  expired  quietly  in  his  tent.     ''  Ye  godp  !*' 

»  Xen.  Hist.  Grasc.  lib.  6.  p.  594.  *  Plut.  in  Pelop.   t.  i. 

p.  288.  ^  Dipd.  ibid.  p.  3C7.  *=  Id.  ibid.  ^  ^m.  ibid, 
p.  595.  Diod.  ibid.  Polyaen.  Strat.  lib.  %  c.  3.  §  8.  *  X^d.- 
lib.  6.  p.  596.         '  Cicer.  de  Offic.  lib.  1.  c.  ^4.  t.  iii.  p.  2Q1. 
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exclaimed  he,  ''  how  is  it  possible  to  find  time  to  die 
in  such  a  crisis  !'^* 

The  next  day  *  was  fought  that  battle,  rendered  for 
ever  memorable  by  the  great  abilities  displayed  by 
the  Theban  general.  Cleombrotus  was  posted  on  the 
right  of  his  army  with  the  Lacedaemonian  phalanx,* 
protected  by  his  cavalry,  which  formed  the  front  line. 
Epaminondas,  certain  of  the  victory  if  he  could  break 
this  formidable  wing,  resolved  to  rfjfuse  his  right  to 
the  enemy,  and  to  attack  with  his  left.  He  filed  off 
thither  his  best  troops,  drew  them  up  fifty  deep,  and 
placed  his  cavalry  likewise  in  the  front.  Cleombrotus 
observing  this,  changed  his  first  disposition,  but,  in- 
stead of  giving  his  wing  more  depth,  he  extended  it 
to  outflank  Epaminondas.  During  this  movement, 
the  Theban  cavalry  poured  on  that  of  the  Lacedae- 
monians, and  drove  them  back  on  their  phalanx, 
which  was  only  twelve  deep.  Pelopidas,  who  com- 
manded the  sacred  battalion,f  took  it  in  flank,  and 
Epaminondas  fell  upon  it  with  all  the  weight  of  his 
column.  The  phalanx  sustained  the  shock  with  a 
courage  worthy  of  a  better  cause  and  a  happier  suc- 
cess. Prodigies  of  valour  could  not  save  Cleombrotus. 
The  warriors  around  him  sacrificed  their  lives  either 


«  Plut.  de  San.  Tuend.  t.  ii.  p.  136.  *  The  8th  of  July  of 

the  Julian  proleptic  year,  371  before  Christ.  **  Xen.  Hist. 

Grasc.  lib.  6.  p.  598.  Diod.  lib.  15.  p.  370.  Pl,ut.  in  PeIopi4. 
p.  289.  Arrian  Tactic,  p.  32.  Folard.  Trait,  de  la  Colon,  c.  10. 
in  the  first  volume  of  the  Translation  of  Polybius,  p.  57.  +  This 
was  a  band  of  three  hundred  young  Thebans,  renowned  for  their 
valour. 
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in  defence  of  his,  or  to  rescue  his  body^  which  the 
Thebans  had  not  the  honour  to  carry  off  the  field. 

After  his  death  the  Peloponnesian  army  retired 
to  their  camp,  situate  on  an  adjoining  eminence. 
Some  Lacedaemonians  proposed  to  renew  the  battle,' 
but  their  generals,  terrified  at  the  loss  that  Sparta 
had  just  sustained,  and  not  knowing  how  to  confide 
in  allies  who  were  more  pleased  than  afflicted  at  her 
humiliation,  suffered  the  Thebans  peaceably  to  raise 
a  trophy  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  loss  of  the  latter 
was  inconsiderable ;  that  of  the  enemy  amounted  to 
four  thousand  men,  among  whom  were  a  thousand 
Lacedaemonians.  Of  seven  hundred  Spartans,  four 
hundred  were  left  dead  on  the  field.^ 

The  first  intelligence  of  this  victory  excited  in 
Athens  only  an  indecent  jealousy  of  the  Thebans.* 
At  Sparta  it  awakened  those  extraordinary  sentiments 
which  the  laws  of  Lycurgus  imprint  in  every  heart. 
The  people  were  attending  at  solemn  games,  where 
men  of  all  ages  disputed  the  prize  of  wrestling,  and 
other  gymnastic  exercises.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
messenger,  the  magistrates  perceived  that  the  fate  of 
Lacedffimon  was  decided ;  and,  without  interrupting 
the  exhibition,  sent  to  inform  each  family  of  the  loss 
they  had  sustained,  exhorting  mothers  and  wives  to 
support  their  grief  in  silence.  The  next  day,  the  re- 
lations of  the  slain  were  seen,  with  countenances  ex- 
pressive of  joy,  thronging  to  the  temples  and  the 


*  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  6.  p.  597.  ^  Xen.  ibid.     Diod.  lib. 

15.  p.  371.         '  Xen.  ibid.  p.  598. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS.  2ft 

fonim^  to  thank  the  gods^  and  mutually  to  congratu- 
late each  other  on  having  given  such  brave  citizens 
to  the  state;  while  the  friends  of  those  who  had  sur* 
vived  their  defeat^  dared  not  expose  themselves  to  the 
public  eye,  or  appeared  only  with  the  emblems  of 
sorrow  and  of  mourning.  The  painful  sensation  of 
shame,  and  the  love  of  their  country,  were  so  preva- 
lent among  the  greater  numberi  that  husbands  could 
not  bear  to  be  looked  on  by  their  wives,  and  mothers 
trembled  for  the  return  of  their  sons."* 

The  Thebans  were  so  elated  with  this  success, 
that  the  philosopher  Antisthenes  said :  ''  M ethinks  I 
see  a  number  of  scholars  proud  of  having  beaten 
their  master!''"  On  the  other  hand,  the  Lacedemo- 
nians, unwilling  to  confess  their  defeat,  required 
that  the.  matter  in  dispute  should  be  referred  by  both 
nations  to  the  Achasans.'' 

Two  years  after,**  Epaminondas  and  Pelopidas 
were  named  Bceotarchs,  or  chiefs  of  the  Boeotian 
league.*  The  concurrence  of  circumstances,  mutual 
esteem,  friendship,  and  uniformity  of  views  and  senti- 
ments, formed  an  indissoluble  union  between  these 
two  great  men.  The  one  undoubtedly  possessed 
more  virtue  and  talents,  but  the  other  almost  raised 
himself  to  a  level  with  him  by  acknowledging  his  su- 
periority. With  this  faithful  companion  of  his  labours  ^ 
and  his  glory,  Epaminondas  entered  Peloponnesus, 
spreading  terror  and  desolation  through  the  states  in 

»  Xen.  lib.  6.  p.  597.     Plut.  in  Agesil.  t.  i.  p.  612.  "  Plut 

in  Lye.  t.  i.  p.  59.         ""  Polyb.  Hist.  lib.  2.  p.  127.         p  Dodwell, 
Ann.  Xen.  p.*  279.         *  The  year  369  before  Christ. 
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alliance  with  Lacedsemon,'*  hastening  the  defection 
of  others,  and  breaking  the  yoke  under  which  the 
Messenians  had  groaned  for  centuries.  Seventy 
thousand  men^  of  different  nations^  marched  under 
his  orders  with  an  equal  confidence/  He  led  them 
to  Lacedsemon,  resolved  to  attack  her  inhabitants 
even  at  their  very  doors,  and  to  erect  a  trophy  in  the 
middle  of  the  city. 

Sparta  has  neither  walls  nor  citadel ;'  but  Agesi- 
laus  took  care  to  line  with  troops  several  rising 
grounds  within  its  precincts,  and  placed  his  army  on 
the  declivity  of  the  highest  of  these  eminences. 
Hence  it  was  that  he  discovered  Epaminondas  ap- 
proaching at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  making  his 
dispositions  to  pass  the  Eurotas,  swelled  by  the 
melting  of  the  snow.  After  long  following  him 
with  his  eyes,  he  only  suffered  these  words  to  escape 
him :  "  What  a  man  !  What  a  prodigy  !'** 

Meanwhile  this  prince  was  agitated  by  the  most 
cruel  anxiety.  Without,  was  a  formidable  army ; 
within,  a  small  body  of  soldiers,  who  no  longer  be- 
lieved themselves  invincible,  and  a  great  number  of 
factious  citizens,  who  took  every  kind  of  licence.  To 
these  were  added  the  murmurs  and  complaints  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  saw  their  possessions  ravaged,  and 
their  lives  in  danger;  the  general  outcry,  which  ac- 


^  Xen.  lib.  6.  p.  607.  ^lian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  4.  c.  8.  '  Plut. 

in  Pelop.  p.  290;    in  Ages.  p.  613.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  375 
et  390.  *  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  p.  608.     Id.  in  Ages.  p.  662. 

Liv.  lib.  34.  c.  38.  et  lib.  39.  c.  37.     Nep.  in  Ages.  c.  6.     Justin, 
lib.  14.  c.  5.         '  Plut.  in  Ageff.  t.  i.  p.  613. 
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cused  him  of  being  the  author  of  the  miseries  di  all 
Crreece ;  and  the  painful  recollection  of  a  reign  once 
splendid  and  glorious^  but  now  dishonoured  at  itg 
close  by  a  spectaele  no  less  novel  than  tremendous : 
ifix  during  several  centuries  past^  the  enemy  had 
scarcely  ventured  cm  a  few  hasty  incursions  on  the 
trontiers  of  Laconia  f  and  never  had  the  Spartan 
women  beheld  the  smoke  of  their  camp.^ 

Notwkbstanding  these  just  subjects  of  alarm^  ^g^** 
silaus  exhibited  a  serene  countenance^  and  despised 
the  insults  of  his  ^nemies^  who,  to  force  him  to  re- 
linquish his  position,  alternately  reproached  him  with 
cowardice,  and  laid  waste  the  adjacent  country  in 
his  sight.     Whilst  this  was  transacting,  about  two 
hundred  conspirators  having  gained  possiession  of  an 
advantageous  post  difficult  to  force,  it  was  proposed 
to  him  to  march  a  body  of  troops  against  them :  but 
Agesilaus  rejected  this  advice,  and  presenting  himself 
to  the  rebels,  followed  by  a  single  attendant :  *'  You 
have  mistaken  my  orders,- '  said  he  to  them ;  ^^  it  was 
not  hither  you  should  have  repaired,  but  to  such  and 
such  a  post ;''  pointing  at  the  same  tipie  to  the  places 
in  which  it  was  his  intention  to  disperse  them .    They 
instantly  obeyed,  and  jNroceeded  without  hesitation 
to  <he  different  stations  he  assigned  them/ 

Meanwhile  Epaminondas  despaired  of  drawing  the 


°  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  c.  25.  1.  4.  c.  41.  1.  5.  c.  14.     Plu*.  in  Per. 
p.  170.  '^  Isocr.  in  Archid.  t.  ii.  p.  30.     Dinarch.  adv. 

Demostli.  ap.  Orat.  Graec.  p.  99.  Diod.  Sic,  lib.  15.  p.  377. 
EXxQXL,  Var.  Hist.  lib.  13.  c.  42.  PluU  in  Agee.  p.  613.  ^  Plut. 
in  Ages.  p.  614.  . 
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Lacedeemonians  into  the  plain.   The  winter  was  &r 
advanceld.  Already  the  troops  of  Arcadia^  of  Argos, 
and  of  Elis^  had  abandoned  the  siege.  The  Thebans 
were  suffering  daily  losses^  and  began  to  want  pro^ 
visions.  The  At^ienians  and  other  states  were  making 
levies  in  fevourof  theLacedaBmonians.  These  reasons 
induced  Epaminondas  to  retreat.    He  spread  devas- 
tation through  the  rest  of  Laconia ;  and  after  avoiding 
thearmyof  the  Athenians,  commanded  by  Iphicrates, 
led  back  his  own  without  interruption  into  Bceotia.' 
The  chiefs  of  the  Boeotian  league  hold  their  office 
.only  for  a  year,  at  the  expiration  qf  which  they  should 
resign  the  command  to  their  successors.  Epaminon-^ 
das  and  Pelopidas  had  retained  their  authority  four 
months  longer  than  the  term  prescribled  bylaw.'  For 
this  they  were  accused,  and  judicially  prosecuted^ 
The  latterdefended  himself  without  dignity,  and  had 
recourse  to  supplications;  but  Epaminondas  appeared 
'  before  his  judges  with  the  same  tranquillity  as  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  and  thus  addressed  them :  '^  The 
law  condemns  me;  I  merit  death .^     I  only  demand 
that  this  inscription  be  engraven  on  my  tomb  :  The 
Thebans  have  put  Epaminondas  to  death,  because  at 
Leuctra  he  forced  them  to  attack  and  vanquish  those 
Lacedaemonians  whom  they  did  not  before  dare  to 
look  in  the  face ;  because  his  victory  saved  his  country, 
and  restored  liberty  to  Greece;  because,  under  his 
command,  the  Thebans  besieged  Lacedeemon,  which 

*  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  6.  p.  612.  *  Plut.  in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p. 

290.     Nep.  in  £pam«  c.  7.  ^  Plut.  de  Sui  Laude,  t.  ii. 

p.  540. 
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deemed  herself  too  fortunate  to  escape  from  ruin ; 
and  because  he  rebuilt  Messene,  and  surrounded  it 
with  strong  walls!"*'  All  present  applauded  this 
speech  of  Epaminondas^  and  the  judges  did  not 
dare  to  condemn  him. 

Envy,  which  receives  new  animation  from  the 
feiilure  of  its  projects,  believed  the  opportunity  to 
humble  him  was  now  arrived.  In  the  distribution  of 
public  offices,  the  conqueror  at  Leuctra  was  appointed 
to  superintend  the  cleaning  of  the  streets,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  common  sewers  of  the  city.  He 
gave  dignity  to  this  employment,  and  showed,  as  he 
himself  had  said,  that  we  should  not  judge  of  men 
by  their  places,  but  of  places  by  those  who  fill  them.* 

During  the  six  years  which  have  since  elapsed,  we 
have  more  than  once  seen  Epaminondas  render  the 
Theban  arms  respected  in  Peloponnesus,  and  Pe- 
lopidas  exhibit  them  triumphant  in  Thesaly.**  We 
have  seen  the  latter  chosen  arbitrator  between  two 
brothers,  competitors  for  the  throne  of  Macedon  • 
and  after  having  terminated  their  differences,  and  re- 
stored peace  to  that  distracted  kingdom,^  pass  to  the 
court  of  Susa,«^  where,  preceded  by  his  fame,  he  re- 
ceived the  most  distinguished  honours,  eritirely*  dis- 
concerted the  measures  of  the  ambassadors  of  Athens 
and  Lacedasmon,  who  were  soliciting  the  alliance  of 


«  Nep.  in  Epam.  c.  8.     iElian.  lib.  13.  c.  42.  *  Plut.  de 

PraBcept.  Reip.  t.  ii.  p.  81 1.  « Xen.  Hist.  GraBci  lib.  7.  jp.  616. 

et  624.  Plut.  in  Pelopid.  p.  291.  Dodwelt,  Annal.  Xen.  p.280, 
283.  '  Plut.  ibid.  «^  Xen.  lib.  7.  p.  620.  Plut.  ibid,  p.' 294. 
*  The  year  367  before  Christ.     Dodwell,  Annal. 
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thfe  king  of  Persia,  and  obtained  for  liis  country  a 
treaty  of  strict  union  with  that  prince. 

Pelopidas  last  year*  headed  ah  expedition  against 
a  tyi*ant  of  Thessaly,  named  Alexander,  and  fell  in 
battle  while  pursuing  the  enemy,  whom  he  had  re- 
duced to  a  shameful  flight.^  Thebes  and  the  allied 
powers  wept  his  death :  Thebes  has  lost  one  of  her 
ablest  supporters,  but  Epatninondas  still  lives.  He 
prqjects  to  give  tbe  fiital  blow  to  Ijacedsemon.  All 
the  Grecian  republics  are  dividing^  forming  leagues, 
and  making  immense  preparations.  It  is  said  that 
the  Athenians  will  join  the  LacedaBmOnians^  but 
that  this  union  will  not  deter  Epa.itiinondas.  The 
next  spring  will  decide  this  mighty  quarrel.-^Such 
was  the  recital  of  Cleotnedes. 

After  several  days'  &vourable  navigations  we  ai"- 
rived  at  the  Tbracian  Bosphorus^  the  name  given  to 
tbe  channel  of  which  Cleomedes  had  spoken<  Itfc 
enkance  i%  dangerous ;  contrary  winds  often  drive 
vessds  on  tb^  neighbouring  coasts^^  where  naviga^ 
tors  are  condemned  either  to  death  or  sklveiry ;  for 
tbe  inhabitants  of  t^hat  country  are  real  barbarians, 
since  they  are  crueL^ 

On  entering  the  channd^f  the  crew  addressed  re- 
peated thanksgivings  to  Jupiter^  surnamed  Urius^ 
whose  temple  we  had  seen  on  our  left  on  the  Viatic 
coast,  and  who  had  preserved  us  from  the  danger  of 

*  The  year  364  before  Christ.  ^  Plut.  in  Pelop.  p.  29§. 

Nep.  id  Pelop*  c.  5.  Dodwell,  Annal.  Xen.  p.  286.  *  Voy.  de 
Chard,  t.  i.  p.  100.  "  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  7.  p.  380  et  412. 

+  See  the  map  of  the  Bosphorus  of  Thrace. 
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SO  tempestuous  a  sea.'  In  the  mean  time^  1  observed 
to  Timagenes,  that  the  Euxine  Sea  receives^  as  it  is 
said,  near  forty  rivers,  some  of  them  very  consider- 
able, which  cannot  all  escape  by  so  inadequate  an 
outlet."  What  then,  said  I,  becomes  of  that  prodi- 
gious quantity  of  water  which  falls  day  and  night  into 
this  vast  reservoir? — You  see  part  of  it  flow  through 
the  strait,  answered  he.  The  remainder  is  raised  in 
vapour,  by  the  rays  of  the  sun ;  for  the  waters  of  this 
sea  being  fresher,  and  consequently  lighter,  than  those 
of  other  seas,  more  easily  evaporate."  And  how  can 
we  be  certain  but  that  those  abysses,  of  which  we 
heard  Cleomedes  speak,  may  absorb  part  of  the 
waters  of  the  Euxine,  and  convey  them  to  distant  seas 
by  subterraneous  passages  under  the  continent? 

The  Thmcian  Bosphorus  divides  flurope  from 
Asia.  Its  length,  from  the  temple  of  Jupiter  to  the 
city  of  Byzantium,  where  it  terminates,  id  ont 
hundred  and  twenty  stadia  i""*  its  breadth  is  various ; 
at  the  entrance  it  is  four  stadia,^f  at  the  other  ex^ 
tremity  fourteen  ;X  and  in  certain  places  its  waters 
form  large  basons  and  deep  bays^"^ 

'ChishuU,  Antiq.  Asiat.  p.  61.  "*  Voy.  tie  Tournefort, 

t.  ii.  p.  123.  "  Arist.  Meteor,  lib.  2.  c.  %%.l.  p.  632. 

»  Herodot.  lib.  4.  c.  85.  Polyb.  lib,  4.  p.  307  et  311.  Arriaa. 
Peripl.  p.  12.  ap.  Georgr.  Min.  t.  i.  *  4|  leagues.  p  Herod, 
ibid.     Strab.  lib.  2.  p.  125.  +  Almost  half  a  mile.     See  the 

Tables  at  the  end  of  Vol.  VI.  %  About  a  mile  and  a  half. 

The  ancients  differ  amongst  themselves,  and  still  more  tbe 
moderns,  respecting  these  measures,  as  well  as  respecting  thbse  of 
the  Euxine,  the  Propontis,  and  the  Hellespont.  I  have  generally 
adhered  to  those  of  Herodotus,  as  the  best  known  at  the  time  of 
this  voyage.  **  Voy.  de  Tournef.  t  ii.  p.  156. 
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On  each  side,  the  (country  rises  in  an  amphi- 
theatre, and  presents  the  most  agreeable  and  highly 
diversified  points  of  view :  hills  clothed  with  wood, 
and  fertile  valleys,  form,  at  intervals,  a  striking 
contrast  with  the  rocks,  which  suddenly  change  the 
direction  of  the  channel/ 

On  the  highest  of  these  eminences  are  discovered 
religious  monuments ;  on  the  shore,  delightful  houses, 
tranquil  harbours,  cities  and  towns  enriched  by 
commerce,  and  streams  pouring  forth  the  tribute  of 
their  waters.  These  prospects  are  animated,  in 
certain  seasons,  by  numberless  boats  employed  in 
the  fishery,  and  vessels  under  sail  for  the  Euxine, 
or  returning  laden  with  its  produce. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  channel,  we  were  shewn 
the  place  where  Darius,  king  of  Persia,  passed  seven 
hundred  thousand  men,  he  was  leading  against  the 
Scythians,  over  a  bridge  of  boats.  The  strait,  which 
is  only  five  stadia  in  breadth,*  is  there  narrowed  by  a 
promontory,  on  which  stands  a  temple  of  Mercury.' 
At  this  spot,  two  men  placed,  the  one  in  Europe, 
the  other  in  Asia,  may  easily  make  themselves  heard 
by  each  other.*  Soon  after,  we  came  in  sight  of  the 
citadel  and  walls  of  Byzantium,  and  entered  the  port, 
after  leaving  on  the  left  the  little  city  of  Chrysopolis, 
and  discovering  on  the  same  side  that  of  Chalcedon.. 

'  Ibid.  p.  1^5.  *  Somewhat  more  than  half  a  mile.     See 

the  Tables.  •  Poly b^  lib.  4.  p.  31 1 .     PHd.  lib.  4.  c.  24. 

*■  Mem.  de  PAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxxii,  p.  635. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

description  of  Byzantium, — Greek  Colonies,-"The  Strait  of  the 
Hellespont, —  Voyage  from  Byzantium  to  Lesbos, 

Byzantium,  anciently  founded  by  the  Megareans,'* 
and  successively  rebuilt  by  the  Milesians>''  and 
other  nations  of  Greece/  is  situate  on  a  promontory 
nearly  of  a  triangular  form.  Never  was  there  a 
happier  or  more  majestic  situation.  The  eye,  while 
glancing  over  the  horizon,  reposes,  to  the  right,  on 
the  sea  called  the  Propontis ;  opposite,  and  beyond 
a  narrow  channel,  on  the  cities  of  Chalcedon  and 
Chrysopolis ;  then  on  the  strait  of  the  Bosphorus  ; 
and  lastly,  on  fertile  eminences,  and  a  gulph  which 
serves  by  way  of  harbour,  and  retreats  to  the  depth 
of  sixty  stadia"*  within  the  land.* 

On  the  point  of  the  promontory  stands  the  citadel. 
The  walls  of  the  city  are  built  of  huge  square  stones, 
so  jointed  as  apparently  to  form  only  a  single  block.* 
They  are  much  loftier  on  the  land  side  than  towards 
the  water,  being  naturally  defended  by  the  waves, 

"  Steph.  ia  ^vliav.      Eustath.  in  Dionys.  y.  804.  ""  Veil* 

Paterc.  lib.  2.  c.  15.  ^  Amm.  Marcell.  lib.  22.  c.  8.  p.  308» 

Justin,  lib.  9.  c.  I.  "  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  320.         *  2J  leagues. 

*  Dio.  Hist.  Rom.  lib.  74.  p.  1251.     Herodian.  lib.  3.  in  init* 
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and^  in  some  places^  by  the  rocks  they  are  built  on, 
which  project  into  the  sea.* 

In  this  city,  besides  a  gymnasium/  and  several 
kinds  of  public  edifices,  we  meet  with  all  the  con- 
veniences which  a  rich  and  numerous  people  are  able 
to  procure/  They  assemble  in  a  forum,  spacious 
enough  to  contain  a  small  army  ranged  in  order  of 
battle/  There  they  confirm  or  reject  the  decrees  of 
a  senate  more  enlightened  than  themselves/  This 
absurdity  is  observable  in  several  of  the  Grecian 
cities,  and  h^s  often  brought  to  my  recollection  the 
sayiqgqfAnacharsis  to  Solon:  ''  With  you  the  sages 
discuss,  but  the  ignorant  decide/'^ 

The  territory  of  Byzantium  produces  an  abun- 
dance of  grain  and  fruits,'*  but  is  exposed  to  the  too 
frequent  incursions  of  theThracian§,  whoinha}>itthe 
adjoining  villages/  A  surprising  quantity  of  fish  \^ 
caught  in  the  harbour  itself,*"  in  autumn,  when  they 
descend  from  the  Euxine  into,  the  lower  seas ;  and,  ift 
spring,  in  their  return  to  the  Pontus.'  This  fishery, 
and  the  curing  of  the  fish,  produce  great  sums  to  the 
city,"  which  is  crowded  likewise  with  merchants,  and 

*  Dio,  Hist.  Rom.  lib.  74.  p.  1251.  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  7. 
p.  395.  ""  Arist  de  Cur.  Rei  Fam.  t.  ii.  p.  502.         **  Diod. 

Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  190.  ""  Xen.  ibid.     Zoziaii  lib.  2.  p.  687. 

'  Demosth.  de  Cor.  p.  487.  «  Plut.  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  81. 

*  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  313.     Herodian.  lib.  3.  in  init.     Tacit.  Annal. 
Jib.  12.  c.  63.  *  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  p.  398.     Polyb.  ibid, 

k  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  320.     Athen.  lib.  3.  c.  25.  p.  116.     Pet.  GilL 
Praef.  ad  Urb.  Descrip.  *  Arist.  Hist.  Anim.  lib.  6;  c.  17. 

t.  i.  p.  874;   lib.  8.  c.  19.  t.  i.  p.  913.     Plin.  lib.  9.  c.  15.  t.  i. 
p.  507.     Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  12.  c.  63.  "  Arist.  de  Cur.  Rei 

Fam.  t.  ii.  p.  502. 
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supported  by  an  active  and  flourishing  commerce. 
Its  port^  slieltered  on  every  side  from  tempests^  at- 
tracts thither  the  vessels  of  all  the  Grecian  nations ; 
and  its  situation  at  the  head  of  the  strait^  enables  it  to 
stop  or  subject  to  heavy  duties  the  foreign  merchants 
who  trade  in  the  Euxine/  and  to  famish  the  nations 
who  draw  frotrt  it  their  subsistence.  Hence  the  con- 
stant endeavours  of  the  Al^toians  and  Lacedsemo- 
nians  to  engage  this  tity  in  their  interests.  Byzan^ 
tium  was  then  in  alliance  with  the  former."* 

Cleomedes  had  taken  in  salt  provisions  at  Pantica- 
paBum;^  but  as  thoSe  of  Byzantium  are  in  higher 
Estimation,**  he  there  completed  his  stock;  and,  after 
he  had  concluded  some  business  that  he  hadtotralis- 
act,  we  left  the  harbour,  and  entered  the  Propotitis. 
The  breadth  of  this  sea'  is  said  to  be  five  hundred 
stadia,*  and'  its  length  fourteen  hundred.f  On  its 
shores  stand  several  celebrated  cities,  founded  or 
conquered  liy  the  Greeks;  on  the  one  side,  Selym- 
bria,  Perinthus,  and  Byzanthus;  on  the  other, 
Astacus  in  Bythinia,  and'Cysicus  in  Mysia. 

The  seas  we  had  visited  presented  on  their  coaists 
several  settlements  formed  by  the  nations  of  Greece.  J 
I  was  to  meet  with  others  itt  the  Hellesjiont,  ahd 
doubtless  also  in  stiir  more  distant  seas.  What  were 
the  motives  of  these  eitiigrations?    Whithei*  Vret& 

»  Demostb.  in  Leptin.  p.  54D:  lb.  in  PolyfeT.  p.  1084.  Xen, 
Hist.  GrsBC.  libi  4:  c.  542.  *>  Diod.  Sic'  lib:  16.  p,  412.. 

P  Deinosth.  in  Ljacr,  p.  953.  *»  Athen.  lib.  3.  p.  117  et  120. 

'  Herbdot  lib.  4.  c.  86.  *  Near  19  leagues.  +  Near  53 

leagues.  J  See  the  Table  of  Greek  Colonies  in  Vol.  VI. 
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they  directed?  Have  the  colonies  preseiTed .  any 
connections  with  the  mother  countries?  Cleomedes 
laid  before  me  several  maps,  and  Timagenes  rea- 
dily answered  all  my  questions. 

Greece,  said  he,  is  a  peninsula,  bounded  on  the 
west  by  the  Ionian,  and  on  the  east  by  the  JEgeo^n 
Sea.  It  comprises,  at  present,  Peloponnesus,  Attica^ 
Phocis,  Bceotia,  Thessaly,  iEtolia,  Acamania,  part 
of  Epirus,  and  some  other  small  provinces.  There, 
among  other  flourishing  cities,  we  distinguish  La- 
cedaemon,  Corinth,  Athens,  and  Thebes. 

This  country  is  of  a  very  moderate  extent,*  gene- 
rally barren,  and  almost  every  where  mountainous. 
The  savages,  who  were  its  ancient  inhabitants,  as- 
sembled together  fron  necessity,  and  at  length  spread 
themselves  over  different  districts.  Let  us  take  a 
cursory  view  of  the  present  state  of  our  possessions. 

To  the  west  we  occupy  the  neighbouring  islands^ 
as  Zacynthus,  Cephalpnia,  and  Corcyra:  we  have 
even  some  settlements  on  the  coast  of  Illyria.  Fur- 
ther on,  we  have  formed  numerous  and  powerful 
s^tates  on  the  coasts  of  the  southern  part  of  Italy, 
and  in  almost  all  Sicily.  Still  further  you  will  find, 
in  the  country  of  the  Gauls,  Marseilles,  founded  by 
the  Phocians,  the  mother  of  several  colonies  esta- 
blished on  the  adjacent  coasts;  Marseilles,  who  may 
pride  herself  in  having  instituted  sage  laws,  con- 
quered the  Carthaginians,*  and  made  the  sciences 
and  arts  of  Greece  flourish  in  a  barbarous  country. 

In  Africa,  the  opulent  city  of  Cyrene,  the  capital 

*  About  1900  square  leagues.  "  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c,  13. 
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of  a  kingdom  of  the  same  name,  and  Naucratis, 
Situate  on  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Nile,  are  under 
our  dominion. 

Returning  towards  the  north,  you  will  find  us  in 
possession  of  almost  the  whole  island  of  Cyprus,  the 
isles  of  Rhodes  and  Crete,  those  of  the  Mgeaxi  Sea, 
great  part  of  the  coasts  of  Asia  opposite  to  thosie 
islands,  the  isles  of  the  Hellespont,  and  several  dis- 
tricts on  the  shores  of  the  Propontis  and  the  Euxine. 

As  a  natural  consequence  of  their  situation,  the 
Athenian  colonies  directed  their  course  towards  the 
east,  as  those  of  Peloponnesus  did  towards  the  west 
of  Greece.*  The  inhabitants  of  Ionia,  and  several 
islands  of  the  ^gean  Sea,  are  of  Athenian  origin. 
Many  cities  were  founded  by  the  Corinthians  in 
Sicily,  and  by  the  Lacedaemonians  inGraecia  Magna. 

The  excess  of  population  in  any  particular  dis- 
trict, the  ambition  of  the  chiefs,''  the  love  of  liberty 
among  the  private  citizens,  contagious  and  frequent 
maladies,  false  predictions  of  the  oracles,  and  rash 
vows,  gave  rise  to  many  of  these  emigrations ;  those 
of  a  more  recent  date  originated  in  commercial  and 
political  views.  All  these  motives  have  contributed 
to  add  new  countries  to  Greece,  and  introduced  the 
laws  of  nature  and  of  sentiment  into  the  public  code.'"' 

The  ties  by  which  children  are  bound  to  those  who 
gave  them  birth,  still  subsist  between  the  colonies 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c.  12.  "  Herod,  lib.  5.  c.  42.  '^  Bougainv. 
Dissert,  sur  les  Metr.  et  les  Col.  p.  18.  Spanh.  de  Prast.  Num. 
p.  580.  Ste.  Croix,  de  I'Etat  deS  Colonies  des  ancieas  Peuples, 
p.  65. 
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ani^  the  cities  that  fouBiied  them.^  Considered  in 
their  various  relations^  they  assume  the  endearing 
and  respectable  names  of  daughter^  sjster^  and  nu>- 
ther>  ^d  tl^eir  reciprocal  alliances  arise  from  their 
respective  titles.* 

It  is  i\ke  natural  duty  of  the  mother  country  to 
protect  her  colonies^  which^  on  their  side, think  them- 
selves flailed  upon  to  fly  to  her  succour  whenever  she 
is  attad^ed.  From  her  it  is  that  they  frequently 
receive  their  priests,  their  magistr^es»and  gene- 
rals ;  they  adopt  or  retain  her  laws  and  customs^  and 
tlie  worship  of  her  gods^  and  send  annually  to  her 
i^fnples  t;he  first  fruits  of  their  harvest.  Her  citi- 
zens>  when  among  them,  receive  the  first  portion  in 
the  distribution  of  the  victims,  and  are  honoured 
with  the  most  distinguished  plaqes  at  the  public 
games  and  assemblies  of  the  people.^ 

Nor  do  so  many  prerogatives,  granted  to  the 
mother*  city,  render  her  authority  odious.  The  colo- 
nies are  as  free  in  thei^  dependence  as  children  in  the 
homage  they  pay  to  parents  worthy  of  their  affection. 
Such  at  least  is  the  spirit  which  should  animate  the 
greater  part  of  the  cities  of  Greece,  andinduce  them 
to  consider  Athens,  Lacedsemon,  and  Corinth^  as  the 
inothers  or  sources  of  three  numerous  families  dis- 
persed over  three  different  quarters  of  the  world.  But 
the  same  caus^3  that  e:stinguish  the  sentiments  of 
nature  among  individuals,  produce  daily  dissensions 

y  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  754.  '  Spanh.  ibid.  p.  575. 

*  Thucyd,  lib.  1.  c.  66.  ^  Spanh.  de  Praest.  Num.  p.  680. 

Bougaiov.  ibid.  p.  36. 
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in  these  families  of  cities  ;  and  the  real  or  apparent 
violation  of  their  mutual  duties^  has  but  too  often 
furnished'the  pretext^  or  motive^  of  those  wars  which 
have  convulsed  Greece.*' 

The  laws  I  have  mentioned  are  obligatory  only 
on  such  colonies  as  have  emigrated  by  order^  or  with 
the  permission^  of  the  mother  country ;  the  others^ 
and  especially  those  in  a  remote  situation^  confine 
themselves  to  an  affectionate  remembrance  of  the 
places  whence  they  derive  their  origin.  Generally 
sf>eaking^  the  former  are  now  no  more  than  useful  or 
necessary  marts  for  the  commerce  of  the  mother 
country ;  and  the  colonists  esteem  themselves  suffi- 
ciently fortunate  when  the  native  inhabitants^  whom 
they  have  driven  back  mto  the  country,  suffer  them 
to  remain  quiet,  or  consent  to  barter  with  them  for 
their  merchandise.  Here,  for  example,  the  Greeks 
are  settled  on  the  6ea-cdasts :  beyond  them,  on  the 
right,  they  possess  the  fertile  plains  of  Thrace^  and, 
on  the  left^  the  confines  of  the  vast  empire  of  the 
Persians,  inhabited  by  the  Bithynians  and  Mysians. 
The  possessions  of  the  latter  extend  along  the  Hel- 
lespont, which  we  are  now  about  to  enter.* 

This  was  the  third  strait  I  had  met  with  in  my 
voyage  from  Scythia.  It  is  four  hundred  stadia*f  in 
length  We  soon  passed  through  it;  for  the  wind 
was  &vourable,  and  the  current  rapid.  The  banks 
of  this  river,  for  so  we  may  call  this  arm  of  the  sea, 
are  intersected  by  rising  grounds,  and  covered  with 

*'  PlaU  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  754.  *  S^e  the  map  of  the 

Hellespont.         ^  Herodot.  lib.  4.  c.  86.         +16  I- 8th  leagues. 
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towns  and  villages.  On  one  side  we  discovered  the 
city  of  Lampascus^  whose  territory  is  celebrated  for 
its  vineyards  ;*  on  the  other^  the  mouth  of  a  small 
river  called  jiEgos-Potamos,  where  Lysahder  gained 
the  celebrated  victory  that  tertaiinated  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  war.  Further  on  are  the  cities  of  Sestos  and 
Abydos,  almost  opposite  to  each  other.  Near  the 
former  stands  the  tower  of  Hero/  At  this  place,  as 
I  was  informed,  a  young  priestess  of  Venus  threw 
herself  into  the  waves,  which  had  swallowed  up  her 
lover  Leander,  who  to  visit  her  wps  obliged  to  swim 
across  the  channel  .^^ 

Here  I  was  told  that  the  strait  was  only  seven 
stadia  in  breadth.^  Xerxes  crossed  the  sea  at  this 
place  over  a  double  bridge  of  boats,  at  the  head  of  the 
most  formidable  army  that  had  ever  invaded  a  coun- 
try, and  soon  after  repassed  it  in  a  fisherman's  boat. 
On  this  side  is  the  tomb  of  Hecuba,  on  the  other, 
that  of  Ajax ;  here,  the  harbour  whence  the  fleet  of 
Agamemnon  set  sail  for  Asiai,  and  there,  the  coast  of 
the  kingdom  of  Priam. 

We  were  now  at  the  extremity  of  the  strait.  Full 
of  Homer,  and  animated  by  all  his  poetic  passions,  I 
eagerly  entreated  to  be  set  on  shore.  I  leaped  on  the 
land,  and  beheld  Vulcan  darting  whirlwinds  of  fire  on 
the  foaming  waves  of  theScamander,  raging  against 
Achilles.  I  approached  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  my 
heart  was  rent  with  the  tender  parting  of  Andromache 

«  Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  589.  ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  591.         ^  Mela,  lib. 

1.  c.  19 ;  lib.  2.  c.  %  Virg.  Georg.  lib.  3.  v.  258.  Ovid.  Amor, 
lib.  2.  eleg.  16.  v,  31.         ^  Herodot,  lib.  4.  c.  85. 
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and  Hector.  I  saw  Paris  adjudge  the  prize  of 
beauty,  on  Mount  Ida,  to  the  mother  of  Love.  I 
beheld  Juno  arrive  there  ;  the  earth  smiled  at  her 
presence,  and  flowers  sprang  up  beneath  her  steps. 
She  wore  the  girdle  of  Venus,  and  never  had  she  a 
juster  claim  to  the  title  of  queen  of  the  gods. 

But  this  pleasing  illusion  was  only  of  short  dura- 
tion, for  I  was  unable  to  discover  the  places  immor- 
talized by  the  poems  of  Homer.  Not  a  vestige  of 
the  city  of  Troy  is  now  remaining ;  even  her  ruins 
have  disappeared  }  Earthquakes  and  accumulations 
of  soil  have  changed  the  whole  face  of  this  country.^ 

I  returned  to  the  vessel,  and  my  heart  beat  with 
joy  on  learning  that  we  were  near  the  end  of  our 
voyage,  being  now  in  the  -flSgean  Sea,  and  that  the 
next  day  we  should  be  at  Mytilene,  one  of  the 
principal  cities  of  Lesbos. 

We  left  the  isles  of  Imbros,  Samothrace,  and 
Thasos,  on  the  right :  the  latter  of  these  is  famous  for 
its  gold  mines,^  and  the  second  celebrated  for  its 
sacred  mysteries.  Towards  the  evening  we  perceived, 
in  the  quarter  of  Lemnos,  which  we  had  discovered  to 
the  westward,  volumes  of  flame  rising  up  at  intervals 
into  the  air.  I  was  told  that  these  proceeded  from 
the  summit  of  a  mountain,"  that  the  island  was  full  of 
siibterraneous  fires,  that  several  springs  of  hot  water 
were  found  there,"  and  that  the  ancient  Greeks  did 

*  Lucan.  Pharsal.  lib.  9.  v.  969.  ^  Herodot.  lib.  2.  c.  10. 

Strab.  lib.  1.  p.  58.  Wood,  Essay  oq  the  Orig.  &c.  p.  308. 
*  Herodot.  lib.  6.  c.  46.  ™  Boch.  Geog.  Sacr.  lib.  1.  c.  12.  p. 
399.         »  Eust.  in  Iliad,  lib.  1.  p.  157. 
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not  attribute  the^e  phenomena  to  natural  causes. 
Vulcan^  said  they,  has  set  up  oiie  of  his  furnaces 
in  Lemnos^  where  the  Cyclops  are  emj^oyed  in 
forging  the  thunderbolts  of  Jupiter.  The  people 
imagine  the  noise  that  sometimes  accompanies  the 
eruption  of  the  flames  to  be  occasioned  by  the 
strokes  of  the  hammer. 

About  the  middle  of  the  night  we  coasted  along 
the  isle  of  Tenedos^  and  at  day-break  entered  the 
channel  that  separates  Lesbos  from  the  neighbouring 
continent.*"  Soon  after  we  arrived  opposite  to  Myti- 
lene^  and  saw  a  procession  in  the  country  slowly 
advancing  towards  a  temple  which  we  discovered 
at  a  distance.  This  was  the  temple  of  Apollo^  whose 
festival  was  celebrating.^  Sonorous  voices  made 
the  air  re-echo  with  their  songs.  The  day  was  se- 
rene, and  a  gentle  zephyr  playing  in  our  sails.  De- 
lighted with  this  scene,  I  did  not  observe  that  we 
were  in  the  harbour.  Cleomedes  found  his  friends^ 
and  relations  on  the  shore,  who  received  him  with 
transports  of  joy.  With  them  were  assembled  a 
multitude  of  sailors  and  workmen,  who  all  fixed 
their  eyes  on  me ;  demanding,  with  a  turbulent  curi- 
osity, who  I  was,  whence  I  came,  and  whither  I 
was  going.  We  took  up  our  lodgings  with  Cleo- 
medes, who  undertook  to  procure  to  us  a  convey- 
ance to  the  continent  of  Greece. 

•  Voyage  de  Tournef,  t.  i.  p.  392.    p  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  c.  3. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Description  of  Lesbos — Pittacm — Avion — Terpander-^Alcata — 
f      Sappho, 

NoryrjTpsTAifDiNG  the  impatience  of  Timagenes  to 
revisit  his  native  country^  we  waited  near  a  month 
for  the  departure  of  a  vessel  to  convey  us  to  Chalcis, 
the  capital  of  Euboea.  This  interval  I  employed  in 
obtjEtiping^information  respecting  every  interesting 
object  of  the  country, 

Lesbps  is  estimated  to  be  eleven  hundred  stadia'i 
in  circumference,*  The  island^  especially  in  the 
eastern  and  western  parts^  is  intersected  by  chains  of 
mountains  and  rising  grounds ;  some  covered  with 
vines,  others  with  beech,  cypress,  and  pine  trees/ 
Many  of  the  hills  abound  with  an  ordinary  kind  of 
marble  in  little  estimation.''  The  intermediate  plains 
produce  a  great  quantity  of  corn.*  In  several  places 
we  meet  with  hot  springs,**  with  agates,  and  diflferent 
kinds  of  precious  stones,*  and  almost  every  where 
with  the  myrtle,  olive,  and  fig  tree;  but  the  principal 

*>  Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  617.  *  Above  41  leagues.         '  Bened. 

Bondone  Iselario.  lib.  %  p.  &d,  Porca<?hi  Isole  piu  femps.  lib. 
%,  p.  128.  Pocockei's  Descriptipn  of  the  East,  vol.  ii.  part  ii.  p. 
16.  •  PHn.  lib.  36.  c.  6.  t.  li.  p.  731.  *  Pocofcke's  Descrip- 
tion of  .the  East,  vol.  ii.  p.  30.  "  Ibid.  *  Pliu.  lib.  37.  c  10. 
t.iii.  p.  787  et  792. 
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riches  of  the  inhabitants  consist  in  their  wines,  which 
in  many  countries  are  preferred  to  those  of  Greece/ 

Nature  has  formed  bays  along  the  coast,  around 
which  have  arisen  cities,  which  are  now  fortified  by. 
art,  and  rendered  flourishing  by  commerce.  Such 
are  Mytilene,  Pyrrha,  Methymna,  Arisba,  Eressus, 
and  Antissa.*  The  whole  history  of  these  cities  is 
only  a  continued  series  of  revolutions.  After  alter- 
nately experiencing  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  the 
wretchedness  of  servitude,  they  shook  oflF  the  Persian 
yoke  in  the  time  of  Xerxes,  and  more  than  once  de- 
tached themselves  from  the  alliance  of  the  Athenians 
during  the  Pelopoiinesian  war,*  though  they  havebeen 
constantly  compelled  to  return  to  it,  and  remain  at 
this  day  members  of  that  union.  One  of  these  de- 
fections was  attended  with  consequences  as  fatal  as 
the  cause  from  which  it  proceeded  was  trivial. 

One  of  the  chief  citizens  of  Mytilene,  failing  in 
his  attempt  to  obtain  two  wealthy  heiresses  for  his 
sons,  contrived  to  sow  dissension  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city,  accused  them  of  an  intention  to  join 
the  Lacedaemonians,  and  was  so  successful  in  his  in- 
trigues as  to  induce  Athens  to  send  a  fleet  to  Lesbos 
to  prevent  or  punish  the  defection.^  In  vain  did  all 
the  adjoining  cities,  except  Methymna,  take  up  arms 
in  defence  of  their  ally.   They  were  soon  reduced  by 

'  Clearch.  ap.  Atben.  lib.  1.  c.  22.  p.  28.  Archest,  ap.  euad. 
lib.  1.  c.  23.  p.  29.  Id.  lib.  3.  p.  92.  Plin,  lib.  14.  c.  7.  t.  ii.  p. 
717.     MWan.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  12.  c.  31.  *  Herodot.  lib.  1.  c. 

151.     Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  618.         »  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  c.  2.      *  Arist. 
de  Rep.  lib.  5.  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  390. 
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the  Athenians,  who  took.Mytilene,  razed  her  walls, 
seized  on  her  ships,  and  put  to  death  the  principal 
inhabitants,  to  the  number  of  one  thousand.*'  The 
territory  of  Methymna alone  was  spared ;  the  remain- 
der of  the  island  was  divided  into  three  thousand  por- 
tions, three  hundred  of  which  were  consecrated  to  the 
worship. of  the  gods,  and  the  others  drawn  for  by  lot 
by  the  Athenians,  who,  unable  themselves  to  cultivate 
them,  farmed  them  out  to  the  ancient  proprietors,  at 
two  minse  each  portion  ;  which  brought  in  an  annual 
revenue  of  ninety  talents*  to  the  new  possessors. 

Since  that  fatal  period,  Mytilene,  after  repairing 
her  losses  and  rebuilding  her  walls,*^  has  attained  the 
same  degree  of  splendour  she  enjoyed  for  many  ages.* 
The  extent  of  ground  she  occupies,  the  beauty  .of  her 
edifices,  the  number  and  opulence  of  her  inbabitai^ts,^ 
entitle  her  to  the  name  of  the  capital  of  Lesbos.  The 
ancient  town,  built  in  a  small  island,  is  separated 
from  the  modern  city  by  an  arm  of  the  sea.*^  The 
latter  extends  along  the  shore,  ii:i  a  plain  bounded  by 
hills  covered  with  vines  and  olive-trees,**  beyond  which 
is  a  very  fertile  and  populous  country.  But  however 
fortunate  the  position  of  Mytilene  may  appear^  it  is 
incommoded  by  prevailing  winds,  which  sometimes 
render  it  almost  insupportable .  The  southerly  winds, 

""  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  50.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  12.  torn.  ii.  p.  108. 
*  486,000  livres  (20,250^).  ^  Diod.  lib.  17.  torn.  ii.  p.  609. 

«  Plin.  lib.  5.  torn.  i.  p.  288.  '  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  1.  p.  445. 
Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  616  et  617.  Cicer.de  Leg.  Agr.  orat.  2.  c.  16. 
t  V.  p.  119.  »  Diod.  lib.  13.  t.  ii.  p.  201.  ^  Long.  Pastor, 
lib.  1.  in  init.     Pococke,  vol.  ii.  p^rt  2.  p.  15. 
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and  those  of  the  north-west^  are  the  cause  of  Tarioad 
disorders^  whilst  the  northern  gales^  whicl^bring  their 
cure^  are  so  cold^  that  when  they  blow»  it  is  difficidt  to 
remain  in  the  streets  and  open  places.'  The  com^ 
merce  of  My  tilene  attracts  a  number  of  forei^  vessels 
into  her  harbours ;  one  of  which  is  situate  to  the 
norths  the  other  to  the  southward  of  the  city.  The 
forrkier^  which  is  more  spacious  and  deeper  than  the 
latter^  is  sheltered  from  the  fury  of  the  winds  and 
waves  by  a  kind  of  mole  of  huge  rocks.^ 

Lesbos  is  the  abode  of  pleasure,  or  rather  of  the 
most  unrestrained  licentiousnessJ  The  inhabitants 
relax  their  principles  of  morality  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire, and  adapt  themselves  to  circumstances,  with  as 
much  facility  as  they  open  or  shut  certain  leaden  rules 
made  use  of  by  their  architects."*  Nothing  iti  all  nij^ 
traveb  surprised  me  more  than  such  a  dissoluteness  o£ 
manners^  and  the  transient  change  which  it  effected 
in  my  mind.  I  had  imbibed  the  impressions  of  infiuicy 
^^thout  examination ;  and  my  rea80n>  formed  on  the 
authorityand  example  of  others^  found  itself  suddenly 
at  a  loss  amongst  a  more  enlightened  people.  F 
found  in  this  n^w  world  a  freedom  of  ideas  and  senti- 
ments which  at  first  gave  me  pain.  But  the  men  in- 
sensibly taught  me  to  blush  at  my  sobriety,  and  the 
women  at  my  reserve.    My  progress  in  politeness  of 

*  VitruT.  lib.  1.  c.  6.  ^  Diod.  lib.  13.  t.  ii.  p.  200*     Strab. 

lib.  13*  p.  6I7.  Pococke,  vol.  ii.  part  2.  p.  15.  '  Athen.  lib. 
10.  p.  438.  Lucian.  dialog.  5.  p.  289.  t.  iii.  "?  Arist.  de  M or. 
lib.  5.  c.  14.  t.  ii.  p,  72.  *  These  rules  served  to  measure  all 

sorts  of  plane  and  curve  surfaces. 
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manners  and  of  language  wa«  less  rapid.  I  was 
like  a  tree  transplanted  from  a  forest  into  a  garden, 
lyhose  branches  it  is  a  work  of  time  to  bend  to  the 
fepcy  of  the  gardener. 

During  this  course  of  education^  I  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  celebrated  personages  whom  Lesbos 
has  produced^  and  at  the  head  of  the  most  distin- 
guished names  shall  place  that  of  Pittacus,  ranked 
by  Greece  among  the  number  of  her  sages." 

The  lapse  of  more  than. two  centuries  since  his' 
death  has  only  added  new  lustre  to  his  glory.     By 
hi& valour andhis prudence  he  rescued Mytilene, his 
country,  from  the  tyrants  who  hadj  enslaved  her,  the 
war  she  had  engagedin  against  the  Athenians^  and  the 
intestine  divisions  to  which  she  was  a  prey.**     When 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  city  and  of  the  whole 
idand'was  entrusted  to  him,  his  only  view  in  accepto- 
ing  it  wasito  restore  peace  to  his  country,  and^give 
her  those  law»  of,  which  she  stbodinneed.'  One  of 
these  merits  the  attrition  of  philosophers  :^  I  mean 
the  law  that  inflicts  a  double  punishment  on  crimes 
committed  in  intoxicfi|.tion.    Though  apparently  not 
proportioned  to  the  offence,  it  was  necessary  to  de- 
stroy the  plea  of  ignorance  in  the  excesses  to  which 

"  Plut.  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  348 ;  et  alii.  ""  Diod.  Excerpt,  p. 
234.  in  excerpt.  Vales.  Strab.  1.  13.  p.  600.  Plut.  de  Malign. 
Herod,  t.  ii.  p.  858.  Polyaen.  Strab.  lib.  1.  c.  25.  p  Arist.  de 
Rep.  lib.  3.  c.  14.  torn.  ii.  p.  357.  Laert.  lib.  l:  sec,  75. 
•>  Arist.  ibid.  lib.  2.  c.  12.  t.  ii.  p.  337.  Id.  de  Mon  lib.  3.  c.  7. 
t.  ii.  p.  34r  Id.  Rhetor,  lib.  2.  c.  25.  torn.  ii.  p.  582.  Laeft. 
ibid.  §  76.  t.  i.  ' 
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the  love  of  winB  hurried  the  Lesbians.  Having^ 
finished  his  work  of  legislation^  Pittacus  resolved  to 
dedicate  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the  study  of 
wisdom/ an  J  abdicated  without  ostentation  the  sove- 
reign power.  When  asked  his  reason,  he  replied, 
^'  1  was  terrified  at  seeing  Periander  of  Corinth  be- 
come the  tyrant,  after  he  had  been  the  father  of  his 
subjects.'    It  is  too  difficult  to  be  always  virtuous.'** 

Music  and  poetry  have  made  so  great  a  progress 
at  Lesbos,  that,  though. the  language  spoken  there 
be  not  so  pure  as  at  Athens,'*  the  Greeks  still  continue 
to  say  that  the  Muses  make  the  air  re-echo  with  their 
lamentations  at  the  funerals  of  the  Lesbians.''  This 
island  possesses  a  school  of  music,  which,  if  we  credit 
a  tradition  I  learned  at  Methymna,  dates  its  origin 
in  the  most  remote  ages.  I  am  almoi^t  ashamed  to 
to  repeat  it.  Yet,  to  acquire  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  Greeks,  it  is  not  improper  sometimes  to  consider 
the  fictions  with  which  their  annals  are  embellished 
or  disfigured  :  for,  from  the  history  of  this  people, 
we  learn  the  true  character  of  their  passions;  and 
from  their  fables,  that  of  their  genius. 

Orpheus,  whose  songs  wrought  so  many  prodigies, 
having  been  torn  to  pieces  by  the  Bacchantes,  his 
head  and  lyre  were  thrown  into  the  Hebrus,  a  river 
of  Thrace>  and  conveyed  by  the  waves  of  the  sea  to  the 

'  Plut.  Hip.  Maj.  t.  ii.  p.  281.  Laert.  ibid,  §  75.  •  Zenob. 
Cent.  6.  Prov.  38.         *  Plut.  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  339.  "  Plut,  ia 

Protag.  t.  i.  p.  341.  '^  Mem,  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lett.  t.  tlu 

p.  338. 
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shores  of  Methymna/  In  its  passage  the  voice  of 
Orpheus  sent  forth  enchanting  sounds^  accompanied 
by  the  lyre,  the  strings  of  which  were  gently  agitated 
by  the  wind/  The  Methymnians  buried  the  head  in 
a  place  which  they  showed  me,  and  hung  up  the  lyre 
in  the  temple  of  Apollo.  As  a  recompense,  the  god 
inspired  them  with  a  taste  for  music,  and  rendered 
the  island  fertile  in  genius.*  Whilst  the  priest  of 
Apollo  was  giving  me  this  information,  a  citizen  of 
Methymna  observed,  that  the  Muses  had  interred  the 
body  of  Orpheus  in  a  district  of  Thrace,**  and  that  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  tomb,  the  song  of  the  night- 
ingale was  more  melodious  than  in  any  other  country.^ 

Lesbos  has  produced  a  succession  of  men  of 
genius,  who  have  transmitted  to  each  other  the  ho- 
nour of  excelling  all  the  other  musicians  of  Greece 
in  the  art  of  playing  on  the  cithara.^  The  names 
of  Arion  of  Methymna,  and  Terpander  of  Antissa, 
adorn  this  numerous  list. 

The  former,  who  lived  about  three  hundred  years 
since,*  has  left  a  collection  of  poems,^  which  he  sang 
accompanied  by  his  lyce,  as  was  then  the  practice  with 
all  the  poets.  After  inventing,  or  at  least  improving 
dithyrambics,^  a  species  of  poetry  of  which  I  shall 
speak  further  hereafter,  he  adapted  them  to  circular 


y  Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  %  v.  55.     Phylarg.  m  Georg.  Virg.  lib.  4. 
V.  523.     Eustath.  in  Dionys.  v.  536.  *  Lucian.  Adv.  Indoct. 

t.  iii.  p.  109.  *  Hygin.  Astron.  Poet.  lib.  2.  c.  7.  ^  Id.  ibid. 
*=  Pausan.  lib.  9.  p.  769.  ^  Plut.  de  Mus.  t.  ii.  p.  1133.  *  Solin. 
c.  7.  ^  Suid.  in  'Apiofv.  «  Herod,  lib.  1 .  c.  23.  Schol.  Pind. 
in  Olyrap,  13.  v.  25. 
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dapces,**  a  custom  still  prevalent  in  our  days.  Peri- 
ander^  tyrant  of  Corinth,  long  detained  him  in  that 
city,  which  he  left  to  go  into  Sicily,  where  he  gained 
the  prize  in  a  musical  competition.*  Embarking  af- 
terwards for  Tarentum,  in  a  Corinthian  vessel,  the 
sailors  determined  to  throw  him  into  the  sea,  to  get 
possession  of  his  property ;  but,  after  endeavouring 
in  vain  to  move  them  by  the  harmony  of  his  voice 
and  lyre,  he  plunged  into  it  himself.''  A  dolphin, 
of  greater  sensibility  than  the  inexorable  mariners,^ 
conveyed  him,  it  is  said,  to  the  promontory  of  Taena- 
rum :  a  kind  of  prodigy,  the  possibility  of  which 
they  endeavoured  to  prove  to  me  by  reasons  and  ex- 
amples. The  fact,  attested  by  Arion  in  one  of  his 
hymns,*  and  preserved  in  the  tradition  of  the  Les-^ 
bians,  was  confirmed  to  me  at  Corinth,  where  it  was 
added  that  Pepander  put  the  sa^ilors  to  death."  I 
myself  saw  at  Taenarum,"  on  Mount  Helicon,*"  and 
at  other  places,  the  statue  of  this  poet,  who  is  always 
represented  on  a  dolphin.  We  may  add,  that  dol- 
phins not  only  appear  sensible  to  music,"^  capable  of 
gratitude,  and  friendly  to  man,*!  but  that  they  have 
more  than  once  repeated  the  affecting  scene  I  have 
been   mentioning.'     They  saved  from  shipwreck 

*  Hellan.  et  Dicaear.  ap.  Schol.      Aristoph.  m  Av.  v.  1403. 
*  Solin.  c.  7.  ^  Herodot.  ibid.  c.  24.     Oppian.  Halicut.  lib.  v. 

450.     Plin.  lib.  9.  c.  8.  t.  i.  p.  502.     Solin.  c.  12.  *  uElian. 

Hist.  Anim.  lib.  12.  c.  45.  "^  Herodot.  lib.  1.  c.  24.         "  Id. 

ibid.  Dion.  Chrysost.  orat.  37.  p.  455.  Gell.  lib.  16.  c.  19. 
<»  Pausan.  lib.  9^.  c.  30.  p.  767.  p  Arion.  ap.  iElian.  ibid.  Plin. 
lib.  9.  c.  8.  t.  i.  p.  502.  *»  Arist.  Hist.  Anim.  lib.  9.  c.  48.  t.  i. 

p.  954.     ^lian.  ibid.  lib.  6.  c.  15.  '  Plin.  lib.  9.  c.  8.  t.  i. 

p.  502.     Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  13.  p.  831. 
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Taras,  the  founder  of  Tarentum;  and  Aristotle*^ 
once  showed  me  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  city 
had  preserved  the  memory  of  this  fact  on  their  coin.* 

Terpander*  lived  nearly  at  the  same  time  vnth 
Arion.  He  more  than  once  carried  off  the  prize  at 
the  public  games  of  Greece  :*  but  his  real  victories 
were  his  discoveries.  He  added  three  strings  to  the 
lyre^  which  till  this  time  had  only  four;*  composed 
airs  for  various  instruments^  which  were  considered 
as  models  ;^  invented  several  new  species  of  poetical 
metre ;  *  and  introduced  an  action,  and  consequently 
an  interest,  into  the  hymns  written  for  the  prize  in 
musical  competitions.'  Thanks  are  due  to  him  like- 
wise for  having  fixed  by  notes  the  measure  proper 
for  the  poetry  of  Homer.*  The  Lacedssmonians 
style  him,  by  way  of  excellence,  the  Lesbian  songster; "" 
and  the  other  Greeks  hold  him  in  that  high  esteem 
with  which  they  never  fail  to  honour  those  talents 
which  contribute  to  their  pleasures. 

About  fifty  yeai's  after  Terpander,  Alceeus  and 
Sappho,  who  are  both  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  first 
class  of  lyric  poets,  flourished  at  Mytilene.  Alcaeus*' 
was  born  with  a  restless  and  turbulent  disposition, 

•  Arist.  ap.  Poll.  1.  9.  c.  6.  §  80.  •  The  medals  of  Tarerrtom 
bear  the  figure  of  a  man  seated  on  a  dolphin,  and  holding  in  his 
hands  a  lyre.  '  Fabric.  Bibl.  GraBc.  t.  i.  p.  234.     Mem.  de 

TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lett.  t.  x.  p.  213.  «  Plut.  de  Mus.  torn.  ii.  p. 
1132.  Athen.  lib.  14.  c.  4.  p.  655.  '^  Terp.  ap.  Eucl.  Introd. 
Harm.  p.  19 ;  in  Autor.  Antiq.  Mus.  t.  i.  Strab.  lib,  13.  p.  618. 
y  Plut.  ibid.  Marm.  Oxon.  Epoch.  35.  "  Plut.  ibid.  p.  1135. 
•  Poll.  lib.  4.  c.  9.  §  66.  ^^  Plut.  ibid.  p.  1 132.  « Id.  de  Ser. 
Numb.  Vin.  t.  ii.  p.  558.         ^  Fabric.  Bibl.  Graec.  t.  i,  p.  563. 
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and  seemed  at  first  inclined  to  adopt  the  profession 
of  arms^  which  he  preferred  to  every  other  pursuit. 
His  house  was  filled  with  swords,  helmets,  shields, 
and  cuirasses ;  *"  but  on  his  first  essay  in  the  field  he 
shamefully  fled,  and  the  Athenians,  after  their  vic- 
tory, branded  him  with  disgrace,  by  suspending  his 
arms  in  the  temple  of  Minerva  at  Sigseum/  He 
made  great  pretensions  to  the  love  of  liberty,  but 
was  suspected  of  harbouring  a  secret  wish  for  its 
destruction.^  With  his  brothers,  he  first  joined 
Pittacus,  to  expel  Melanchrus,  tyrant  of  Mytilene,** 
and  then  took  part  with  the  malecontents  to  subvert 
the  government  of  Pittacus.  The  violence  and  in- 
decency of  the  abuse  which  he  lavished  on  that 
prince*  evinced  nothing  but  his  jealousy.  Banished 
from  Mytilene,  he  some  time  after  returned  at  the 
head  of  the  exiles,^  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  his 
rival,  who  took  the  noblest  revenge  by  pardoning 
him.' 

Poetry,  love^  and  wine,  consoled  him  for  his  dis- 
grace. His  early  writings  were  filled  with  invectives 
against  tyranny ;  he  now  sang  the  gods,"  and  above 
all  the  deities  who  preside  over  pleasures ;"  he  sang 
his  loves,  his  warlike  labours,  his  travels,  and  the 
miseries  of  banishment.''    His  genius  required  to  be 


«  Alcm.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  14.  p.  627*         ^  Herodot.  lib.  5.  c.  95. 
«  Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  617.  ^  Laert.  lib.  1.  §  74.  *  Id.  ibid. 

§  81.     Menag.  Not.  in  Laert.        ^  Arist.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  14* 
*  Laert.  ibid.  §  76.  "»  Fabric.    Bibl.  Grasc.  torn.  i.  p.  563w 

»  Horat.  lib.  1.  od.  32.         °  Alcaei  Carm.  Horat.  lib.  2.  od.  13. 
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stimulated  by  intemperance  ;P  and  it  was  in  a  kind  of 
intoxication  that  he  composed  those  works  that  have 
acquired  him.  the  admiration  of  posterity.'  His 
style^  uniformly  adapted  to  his  subject,  has  no  other 
defects  but  what  arise  from  the  language  spoken  at 
Lesbos.  He  unites  harmony  with  vigour,  and  rich- 
ness with  precision  and  perspicuity.  He  soars  almost 
to  the  height  of  Homer,  when  he  describes  battles, 
or  would  make  a  tyrant  tremble/ 

Alcasus  had  conceived  a  passion  for  Sappho,  and 
he  one  day  wrote  to  her :  '^  I  wish  to  explain  my- 
self, but  shame  restrains  me.** — "  Your  countenance 
would  not  blush,**  answered  she,  ''  were  not  your 
heart  culpable.'*' 

Sappho  was  accustomed  to  say,  "  I  am  actuated 
by  the  love  of  pleasures  and  of  virtue.*  Without 
virtue  nothing  is  so  dangerous  as  riches,  and  happi- 
ness consists  in  the  union  of  both.**"  She  used  like- 
wise to  say  :  ''  This  person  is  distinguished  by  his 
figure,  that  by  his  virtues ;  the  one  appears  beautiful 
at  a  first  view,  the  other  not  less  so  at  a  second.*** 

I  was  one  day  repeating  these  and  many  similar 
expressions  to  a  citizen  of  Mytilene,  and  added :  "  The 
figure  of  Sappho  is  seen  upon  your  coins,^  and  you 
profess  the   highest  veneration  for  her  memory.* 

p  Alhen.  lib.  10.  c.  7.  p.  429.  *»  Dion.  Halicar.  de  Struct. 

Orat.  torn.  v.  p.  187.  "^  Id.  de  Cens.  Vet.  Script,  torn.  v.  p.  421. 
Quintil.  lib.  10.  c.  1.  p.  631.  •  Arist.  Rhetor,  lib.  1.  c.  9.  t.  ii. 

p.  531.  '  Sapph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  15.  p.  687.  "  Ead.  apud. 
Schol.  Pindar.  Olympiad.  2.  v.  96  ;  et  Pyth.  5.  v.  1,  ^  Ead.  in 
Fragm.  Christ.  Wolf.  p.  72.  ^  Poll.  Onom.  lib.  9.  c.  6.  §  84. 
'  Arist.  Rhetor,  lib.  2.  c.  23.  t.  ii.  p.  576. 
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How  is  it  posssible  to  reconcile  the  sentiments 
she  has  left  us  in  her  writings^  and  the  honours 
you  publicly  decree  her^  with  the  infttmous  manners 
with  which  she  is  privately  reproached  V'  He  an- 
swered me, ''  We  are  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
particulars  to  form  a  competent  j  udgment  of  her  life  /  *  * 
Strictly  speaking,  no  conclusion  can  be  drawn  in  her 
favour  from  the  love  she  professes  for  virtue,  nor  from 
the  honours  we  pay  to  her  talents.  When  I  read 
some  of  her  works,  I  dare  not  acquit  her ;  but  she 
had  merit  and  enemies,  and  I  dare  not  condemn  her. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  devoted  her 
leisure  hours  to  letters,  and  undertook  to  inspire  the 
Lesbian  women  with  a  taste  for  literature.*  Many  of 
them  received  instructions  from  her,  and  foreign 
women  increased  the  number  of  her  disciples.  She 
loved  them  to  excess,  because  it  was  impossible  for 
her  to  love  otherwise,  and  she  expressed  her  tender- 
ness with  all  the  violence  of  passion.  Your  surprise 
at  this  will  cease,  when  you  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  extreme  sensibility  of  the  Greeks,  and  dis- 
cover that  amongst  them  the  most  innocent  connex- 
ions often  borrow  the  impassioned  language  of  love. 
Read  the  dialogues  of  Plato,  you  will  there  see  in 
what  terms  Socrates  speaks  of  the  beauty  of  his 
pupils.*  Yet  no  person  knew  better  than  Plato  how 
pure  the  intentions  of  his  master  were.     Nor  was 

*  It  must  be  observed,  that  all  the  accounts  we  have  of  tho 
dissolute  manners  of  Sappho  are  to  be  found  only  in  authors 
greatly  posterior  to  the  time  in  which  she  lived.  **  Suid.  in  Sapph. 
^  Plut.in  Phaedr.  Maxim.  Tyr.  dissert.  24.  §9.  p.  297. 
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there  less  purity  perhaps  in  those  of  Sappho.  But  a 
certain  feicility  in  her  manners^  aild  warmth  in  her 
expressions^  were  hut  too  well  calculated  to  expose 
her  to  the  hatred  of  some  women  of  distinction^  hum- 
bled by  her  superiority,  and  of  some  of  her  disciples 
who  happened  not  to  be  the  objects  of  her  preference. 
To  this  hatred,  which  broke  forth  into  violence,  she 
replied  by  truths  and  irony,*"  which  completely  exas- 
perated her  enemies.  She  then  complained  of  their 
persecutions,"^  and  this  was  a  new  crime.  CJompelled 
at  length  to  fly,*  she  repaired  to  Sicily  in  search  of 
an  asylum,""  where,  I  am  told,  it  is  intended^  to  erect 
a  statue  to  her.f  If  the  rumours  you  speak  of  are, 
as  I  believe  them  to  be,  without  foundation,  we  may 
learn  from  her  example,  that  great  indiscretions  are 
sufficient  to  tarnish  the  reputation  of  every  peraon 
exposed  to  the  eye  of  the  public  and  posterity* 

''  Thesensibilityof  Sappho  was  extreme/'— *^^  She 
was  then  exceedingly  unhappy,'*  said  L  ''  Undoubt- 
edly she  was,"  replied  he.  '^  She  loved  Phaon,  who 
forsook  her.«  After  variolis  attempts  to  bring  him 
back,  despairing  of  happiness  either  with  him  or 
without  him,  she  took  the  leap  of  Leucata,  and  pe- 


*^  Athen.  lib.  1.  p.  21.     Sappb.  ap.  Plut.  Conjug.  Pracept.  t.  ii. 
p.  146 ;  apud  Slob,  de  Imprud.  Serm.  4.  p.  52.  ^  Herat, 

lib.  2.  od.  13.  *  See  note  II.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Marm.  Oxon.  epoch.  37.  ^  Cicer.  in  Ver.  lib.  4.  c.  67.  t.  iv. 

p.  402.  +  This  statue  was  erected  some  years  after.  It  was 
sculptured  by  Silanion,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  artists  of  his 
time.  Cicer.  ibid.  Tatian.  ad  Graec.  c.  52.  p.  113.  ^  Athen. 
lib.  13.  p.  696.  Plin.  lib.  22.  c.  8.  t.  ii.  p.  269.  Ovid.  Heroid. 
ep.  15.  t.  i.  p.  195. 
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rished  in  the  waves.**  Death  has  not  ef^ced  the 
stain  imprinted  on  her  character;  and  perhaps/' 
added  he^  concluding  his  discourse^  '^  it  will  never 
be  obliterated ;  for  envy,  which  fastens  on  illustrious 
names,  does  indeed  expire,  but  bequeaths  her  as- 
persions to  that  calumny,  which  never  dies/* 

Sappho  has  composed  hymns,  odes,  elegies,  and 
a  number  of  other  pieces,  principally  in  a  kind  of 
metre  of  which  she  was  herself  the  inventress.*  AH 
of  these  abound  in  happy  and  brilliant  expressions 
with  which  she  has  enriched  the  language.^ 

Several  of  the  Grecian  women  have  cultivated 
poetry  with  success,  but  none  have  hitherto  attained 
to  the  excellence  of  Sappho,'  and  among  the  other 
poets  there  are  few  indeed  who  have  surpassed  her. 
What  an  attention  does  she  display  in  the  selection  of 
her  words  and  subjects !  She  has  painted  all  the  most 
pleasing  objects  in  nature.""  She  has  painted  them  in 
the  most  harmonizing  colours ;  and  so  skilful  is  she 
in  their  distribution,  as  always  to  produce  the  happiest 
combination  of  light  and  shade."  Her  taste  is  trans- 
cendent even  in  the  mechanism  of  her  style,  in  which, 
by  an  address  which  gives  not  the  least  idea  of  labour, 
we  meet  with  no  dissonant  clashings,  no  violent  shocks 
between  the  elements  of  language;  and  the  most  de- 
licate ear  would  scarcely  discover  in  a  whole  poem  a 


^  Men.  ap.  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  452.  *  Fabr.  Bibl.  Graec.  t.  i. 

p.  690.     Johan.   Christoph.  Wolf.  Vit.  Sapph.   p.  16  et  18. 

k.Demet.  Phal.  de  Elocut.  §  167.  *  Strab.  lib.  13.  p.  617. 

•■  Demet.  Phal.  de  Elocut.  §  132.  "  Dion.  Halic.  de  Compos. 
Verb.  §23.  p.  171, 
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few  sounds  which  it  had  been  better  to  suppress."" 
So' perfect  is  the  ravishing  harmony  of  her  style, 
that^  in  the  greatest  part  of  her  productions,  her 
verses  flow  vnth  more  grace  and  softness  than  those 
of  Anacreon  and  Simonides. 

But  with  what  force  of  genius  does  she  hurry  us 
along  when  she  describes  the  charms,  the  transports, 
and  intoxication  of  love!  What  scenery!  what 
warmth  of  colouring !  Agitated  like  the  Pythia  by 
the  inspiring  god,  she  throws  on  the  paper  her 
words  that  burn.P  Her  sentiments  fall  like  a  cloud 
of  arrows, 'or  a  fiery  shower  about  to  consume  every 
thing.  She  animates  and  personifies  all  the  symp- 
toms of  this  passion,  to  excite  the  most  powerful 
emotions  in  our  souls."^ 

At  Mytilene  was  it  that  I  traced  this  feeble  sketch 
of  the  talents  of  Sappho,  guided  by  the  judgment  of 
several  persons  of  information  and  abilities ;  it  was 
in  the  silence  of  meditation,  in  one  of  those  beau- 
tiful nights  so  common  in  Greece,  on  hearing,  under 
my  windows,  a  melting  voice,  accompanied  by  the 
lyre,  sing  an  ode,  in  which  that  illustrious  Lesbian 
abandons  herself,  without  reserve,  to  the  impression 
made  by  beauty  on  her  too  susceptible  heart.  Me- 
thought  I  saw  her  languid,  trembling,  and  as  if  thun- 
derstruck ;  deprived  of  her  understanding  and  her 
senses ;  alternately  blushing  and  turning  pale ;  yield- 

*  Dion.  Halic.  de  Compos.  Verb.  §  23.  p.  180.  Demetr. 
Phal.  §  132.     Plut.  de  Pylh.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  397.  p  Plut. 

Amat.  t.  ii.  p.  763.     Horat.  lib.  4.  od.  9.  v.  11.  *»  Longin. 

de  Subl.  §  10. 
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ing  to  the  diversified  and  tumultuous  emotions  of 
her  passion^  or  rather  of  all  the  jarring  passions  of 
her  soul. 

Such  is  the  eloquence  of  sentiment.  Never  does 
it  produce  descriptions  so  sublime  and  of  so  astonish- 
ing an  effect,  as  when  it  selects  and  blends  together 
theleading  circumstances  of  an  interesting  situation ;' 
thus  does  it  act  on  the  heart  in  this  little  poem,  of 
which  I  shall  only  give  you  the  first  stanzas. 

Blest  as  th^  immortal  gods  is  he, 
The  youth  who  fondly  sits  by  thee. 
And  hears  and  sees  thee,  all  the  while, 
Softly  speak,  and  sweetly  smile. 

'Twas  this  deprived  my  soul  of  rest. 
And  raised  such  tumults  in  my  breast; 
For  while  I  gaz'd,  in  transport  tost. 
My  breath  was  gone,  my  voice  was  lost: 

My  bosom  glowed;  the  subtle  flame 
Ran  quick  through  all  my  vital  frame ; 
O'er  my  dim  eyes  a  darkness  hung ; 
My  ears  with  hollow  inurmurs  rung. 

In  dewy  damps  my  limbs  were  chill'd  ; 
My  blood  with  gentle  horrors  thrill'd; 
My  feeble  pulse  forgot  to  play; 
I  fainted,  sunk,  and  died  away,* 

^  Long,  de  Subl.  $  10.  *  See  note  III.  at  the  end  of  the 

volume. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Departure  from'  MxJiUne. — Descriptim  of  Etthcta, — Chalcis, — 
Anival  at  T^&es. 

The  next  day  they  pressed  us  to  embark.  The  boat 
was  fastened  to  the  vessel/  and  the  two  rudders 
on  each  side  of  the  stern.*  The  mast  was  raised^ 
the  yard  hoisted,  the  sails  prepared,  and  every  thing 
in  readiness.  Twenty  rowers,  ten  on  each  side/ 
already  had  their  hands  upon  the  oars.  We  quitted 
Mytilene  with  regret.  At  leaving  the  harbour,  the 
crew  sang  hymns  in  honour  of  the  gods^  and  with 
loud  cries  addressed  them  in  vows  to  obtain  a  fa- 
vourable wind.* 

When  we  had  doubled  Cape  Malea,  situataat 
the  southern  extremity  of  the  island,  we  set  our  sails. 
The  rowers  redoubled  their  exertions,  and  we  flew 
over  the  surface  of  the  water.  Our  vessel,  almost 
entirely  built  of  fir,^  was  of  that  kind  which  make 
seventy  thousand  orgyae* .  in  a  summer's  day,  and 
sixty  thousandf  in  a  night.*     Some  have  been  known 

•  Demosth.  in  Zenoth.  p.  929.  Achill.  Tat.  deClitoph.  et  Leu- 
cipp.  Amor.  lib.  3.  c.  3.  p.  ^0.  *  Scheff.'  de  Milit.  Nav.  lib. 
2.  c.  5.  p.  146.  "  Demosth.  in  Lacrit.  p.  949.  ^  Achill. 
Tat.  lib.  2.  c.  32.  p.  200.  ^  Theoph.  Hist.  Plant,  lib.  5.  c.  8. 
p.  533.         *  About  26  leagues  and  a  half.  +  About  22 

leagues  three  quarters.         *  Herodot.  lib.  4.  c.  86.  i  ( 
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to  pass  rapidly^  in  four-and -twenty  days^  from  the 
coldest  regions  to  the  hottest  climates^  sailing  in  that 
time  from  the  Palus  Maeotis  to  ^Ethiopia.* 

We  had  a  favourable  passage^  without  any  re^ 
markable  occurrences.  Our  tents  were  placed  near 
the  awning  of  the  captain/  who  was  named  Phanes. 
Sometimes  I  listened^  from  complaisance^  to  the  nar- 
rative of  his  voyages;  at  others  I  took  up  my  Homer^ 
in  whom  I  discovered  new  beauties.  For  it  is  in  the 
countries  which  were  the  theatre  of  the  events  he  has 
immortalized^  that  we  best  can  judge  of  the  accuracy 
of  his  descriptions^,  and  the  truth  of  his  colouring.* 
I  took  the  greatest  delight  in  comparing  his  pictures 
with  the  real  scenes  of  nature,  without  finding  the 
merit  of  the  copy  in  the  least  impaired  by  comparison 
with  the  original. 

Meanwhile  we  began  to  discover  the  summit  of 
a  mountain  called  Ocha,  which  overtops  every  other 
in  Euboea.*^  The  further  we  advanced,  the  more  did 
the  island  seem  to  lengthen  from  south  to  north.  It 
extends,  said  Phanes,  the  length  of  Attica,  Bceotia, 
the  country  of  the  Locrians,  and  part  of  Thessaly  f 
but  its  breadth  is  not  proportioned  to  its  length.  The 
country  is  fertile,and  produces  a  great  quantity  of  com, 
wine^  oil,  and  fruits.^  It  possesses  also  copper  and  iron 
mines.^    Our  artists  are  very  skilful  in  working  these 


»  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4.  p.  167.         ^  Scheff.  de  Milit.  Nav.  lib.  2. 
c.  5.  p.  137.  ^  Wood,  Essay  on  the  original  Genius  of 

Homer.  **  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  445.  Eustath.  in  Iliad.  %  p.  280. 
«  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  444.  ^Herodot.  lib.  5.  c.  31.  »  Strab, 
ibid.  p.  447. 
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metals,**  and  we  pride  ourselves  on  having  been  the 
first  to  discover  the  use  of  the  former.*  In  several 
places  we  have  hot  springs,  useful  in  the  cure  of 
various  disorders.*"  But  these  advantages  are  com* 
pensated  by  earthquakes,  which  have  sometimes 
swallowed  up  whole  cities,  and  occasioned  the  sea 
to  overflow  large  tracts  of  our  coasts^  formerly  co- 
vered with  inhabitants.* 

The  situation  of  the  island,  its  excellent  harbours, 
opulent  cities,  strong  fortresses,"*  and  rich  harvests, 
which  often  furnish  Athens  with  provisions,  give 
reason  to  presume,  that  if  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
sovereign  prince,  it  would  easily  hold  in  chains  the 
neighbouring  nations.''  Our  divisions,  by  securing 
them  from  this  danger,  have  often  inspired  them  with 
the  desire,  and  furnished  them  with  the  means,  of 
reducing  us  to  subjection;**  but  their  jealousy  has 
restored  to  us  our  liberty .'^  Less  the  subjects  than 
allies  of  the  Athenians^  we  are  permitted,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  tribute,**  to  enjoy  our  laws  in  peace, 
and  the  advantages  of  a  democratical  government.* 
We  may  convoke  general  assemblies  at  Chalcis,  and 

^  Steph.  ia  Aidi;;//.  ^  Id.  in  XoXk.     Eustath.  in  Iliad.  2. 

p.  280.  ^  Stepb.  ibid.     Strab.  ibid.     Arist.  Meteor,  lib.  3. 

c.  8.  t.  i.  p.  567.     Piin.  lib.  4.  c.  12.  t.  i.  p.  211.  »  Arist. 

Meteor,  lib.  2.  c.  8.  t.  i.  p.  567.  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  c.  89.  Strab. 
lib.  10.  p.  447.  "»  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  747.  »  Demosth. 
de  Cor.  p.  483.  Ulpian.  in  Orat.  ad  Aristocr.  p.  769.  Polyb. 
lib.  17.  p.  751.  °  Demosth.  de  Cor.  p.  483.  Thucyd.  lib.  1. 
c.  114.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  c.  7.  p.  411.  p  Demosth.  ibid, 

p.  489.  Id.  in  Androt,  p.  710.  iEschin.  in  Ctes.  p.  441. 
*»  iEschin.  in  Ctes.  p.  442  et  443. 
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in  these  the  claims  and  interests  of  our  cities  are 
discussed/ 

We  had  on  board  some  inhabitants  of  Euboea, 
whom  commercial  views  had  led  to  Mytilene,  and 
who  were  now  returning  to  their  country.  One  of 
them  was  of  Oreus,  another  of  Carystus,  and  the 
third  of  Eretria.  If  the  wind  permits  us,  said  the 
first  to  me,  to  enter  by  the  north  into  the  channel 
between  the  island  and  the  continent,  we  may  stop 
at  the  first  town  you  find  on  the  left/  which  is  Oreus, 
almost  entirely  peopled  by  Athenians.  You  will 
there  see  a  very  strong*  place,  both  from  its  position 
and  the  fortifications  that  defend  it.*  You  will  view 
a  territory,  of  which  the  vineyards  were  celebrated 
so  early  as  the  days  of  Homer.'* — If  you  enter  the 
channel  by  the  opposite  side,  said  the  second,  I  shall 
invite  you  to  go  on  shore  at  the  harbour  of  Carystus^ 
which  we  shall  find  on  the  right.  Your  eye  will  be 
delighted  with  the  view  of  a  country  abounding  in 
pasture-grounds  and  flocks.""  I  will  conduct  you  to 
the  quarries  of  Mount  Ocha,  The  marble  dug  from 
them  is  of  a  sea-green,  with  veins  of  diflferent  co- 
lours, and  is  extremely  proper  for  columns.'  You 
will  see,  likewise,  a  kind  of  stone  capable  of  being 
spun,  and  of  which  a  kind  of  cloth  is  made,  that, 
so  far  from  being  consumed  by  fire,  is  only  cleansed 
by  it  from  all  its  stains.' 

'  iEschin.  in  Ctes.  p.  442  et  443.  "  Liv.  lib.  28.  c.  5. 

*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  349.     Liv.  lib.  31.  c.  46.  »  Iliad,  lib. 

2.  V.  537.         »  Eustath.  in  Diad.  lib.  2.  p.  280.  ^  Strab.  lib. 

9.  p.  437.     Id.  lib.  la  p.  446.    Dion.  Chrysost.  orat.  80.  p.  664. 
'  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  446. 
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Come  with  me  to  Eretria^  said  the  third.  I  will 
show  you  pictures  and  statues  without  number  ;*  you 
shall  see  a  monument  still  more  venerable^  the  foun- 
dations of  our  ancient  walls^  destroyed  by  the  Per- 
sians^ whom  we  had  the  courage  to  resist.**  A  pillar^ 
erected  in  one  of  our  temples^  will  prove  to  you,  that 
at  a  festival  annually  celebrated  in  honour  of  Diana/ 
we  formerly  brought  into  the  field  three  thousand  foot 
soldiers,  six  hundred  horse,  and  sixty  chariots.^  He 
then  expatiated  with  so  much  warmth  on  the  former 
power  of  that  city,  and  the  rank  still  held  by  it  in 
Greece,  that  Phanes  could  not  refrain  from  entering 
on  the  euk^ium  of  Chalcis,  and  a  warm  dispute 
quickly  ensued  respecting  the  pre-eminence  of  these 
two  cities. 

Astonished  at  the  violence  with  which  they  con- 
tended, I  said  to  Timagenes  :  Do  these  people  con- 
found their  possessions  with  their  personal  qualities  ? 
Have  you  elsewhere  many  examples  of  such  rivalship? 
— It  subsists,  answered  he,  between  the  most  power- 
ful nations,  as  well  as  the  mostinconsiderable hamlets. 
It  is  founded  on  nature,  which  to  set  every  thing  on 
earth  in  motion,  has  judged  proper  to  implant  two 
propensities  in  our  hearts,  the  source  of  all  our  en- 
joyments, and  of  all  our  sufferings  :  the  one  is  the 
desire  of  those  pleasures  that  tend  to  the  conversation 
of  our  species ;  the  other,  the  love  of  superiority, 
which  generates  ambition  and  injustice,  emulation 
and  industry,  without  which,  men  would  neither  have 

»  Liv.  lib.  se.  c.  16.         *»  Herodot.  lib.  6.  c.  101.     Strab.  ibid, 
p.  448.         *^  Liv.  lib.  35.  c.  38.         ^  Strab.  ibid. 
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hewn,  the  columns  of  Carystus,  painted  the  pictures 
of  Eretria^  nor  perhaps  even  planted  the  vineyards 
of  Oreus. 

At  this  moment^  the  Chalcidean  said  to  his  ad- 
versary :  Recollect  that  you  are  ridiculed  on  the  stag^e 
of  Athens^  where  they  laugh  at  that  barbarous  pro- 
nunciation you  have  brought  from  Elis.® — And  have 
you  forgotten^  said  the  Eretrian^  that  on  the  same 
stage  they  take  rather  more  mortifying  liberties  with 
the  avarice  and  depraved  manners  of  the  Chalcideans?^. 
— But  you  wUl  allow,  said  the  former,  that  Chalcis 
is  one  of  the  most  ancient  cities  of  Greece  ;  Homer 
mentions  it. — He  speiaks  of  Eretria*  in  the  same 
passage,  replied  the  other. — We  pride  ourselves  on 
the  colonies  which  we  formerly  sent  into  Thrace, 
Italy,  and  Sicily. — And  we  on  those  that  we  esta- 
blished near  Mount  Athos.** — Our  ancestors  foY  some 
time  groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  the  rich,  and  after- 
wards under  that  of  a  tyrant  named  Phoxus;  but 
they  had  the  courage  to  shake  off  the  yoke,  and  esta- 
blish a  democracy.* — Our  Others,  in  like  manner, 
subtituted  a  popular  form  of  government  for  the 
aristocracy.^— You  should  not  boast  of  that  change, 
said  the  Carystian;  never  were  your  cities  so  flou- 
rishingas  under  the  administration  of  asmail  number 
of  citizens:  for  it  was  at  that  period  that  you  sent 


«  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  448.     Hesych.  in  Epcrp.     Eustath.  in  Iliad, 
lib.  2.  p.  279.  '  Hesych.  et  Suid.  in  XoXk.     Eustath.  in  Iliad, 

lib.  2.  p.  279.  »  Iliad,  lib.  %  v.  538.  \Strab.  lib.  10. 

p.  447.     EustatL  ibid.       '  Arist.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  391. 
k  Id.  ibid.  c.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  395. 
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forth  those  numerous  colonies  which  you  have  just 
mentioned. — They  are  both  the  more  to  blame^  9fdd 
the  inhabitant  of  Oteus^  as  the  Chalcideans  nt  this 
very  day  are  cowardly  enough  to  submit  to  the  ty-  . 
ranny  of  Mnesarchus^  and  the  Eretrians  to  that  of 
Temison.* — It  is  not  that  they  want  courage,  replied 
Timagenes;  both  nations  are  brave,  and  they  have 
always  been  so.  Upon  one  occasion,  before  they 
proceeded  to  blows,  they  regulated,  the  conditions  of 
the  combat,  agreeing  to  fight  hand  to  hand,  without 
making  use  of  those  weapons  which  destroy  at  a 
distance.  This  extraordinary  convention  is  engraven 
on  a  stone  that  I  once  saw  in  the  temple  of  Diana, 
at  Eretria."  The  consequence  must  have  been  a 
great  effusion  of  blood;  but.it  was  an  efficacious 
method  of  terminating  the  war. 

Among  the  advantages  on  which  you  plume  your- 
selves, said  I,  in.  my  turn,  there  is  one  that  you  have 
passed  over  in  silence.  Has  Euboea  produced  no 
philosopher,  no  celebrated  poet?  How.  happens  it 
that  you  have  not  imbibed  a.  taste  for  letters  by  your 
connexions  with  the  Athenians?"  They  stood  motion- 
less. The  captain  gave  his  orders  to  the  crew.  We 
doubled  the  southern  cape  of  the  island,  and  entered 
a. strait,  the  shores  of  which, were  bordered  on  each 
side  with  towns  of  different  sizes;  and,  on  passing 
near  the  walls  of  Carystus  and  Eretria,  we  arrived 
at  Chalcis. 

This  city  is  situate  on  a  spot,  where,  by  means 

>  Machin.  in  Ctes.   p.   441.  "»  Strab.  lib.    10.   p.   448. 

*  Dicaearcb.  Stat.  Graec.  ap.  Geogr.  Mint.  t.  ii,  p,  20. 
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of  two  promontoricft  that  project  on  both  sides,  the 
coasts  of  the  island  almost  touch  those  of  Boeotia.'' 
This  small  interval,  which  is  called  Euripus,  is  in 
part  filled  upby  a  dyke  that  Timagenes  remembered 
to  have  seen  constructed  in  his  youth.  On  each  end 
of  it  is  a  tower  for  its  defence,  and  a  drawbridge  to 
let  vessels  pass.^  Here  we  may  more  distinctly  ob- 
serve a  phenomenon,  the  cause  of  which  has  never 
yet  been  discovered.  Several  times  in  the  same  day, 
and  duriug  the  night,  the  waters  of  the  sea  flow  alter- 
nately to  the  north  and  south,  employing  the  same 
time  to  rise  and  to  decrease.  On  certain  days  the 
ebb  and  flow  seem  subjected  to  regular  laws,  like 
those  of  the  main  ocean.  But  in  an  instant  if  de- 
parts from  every  rule,**  and  the  current  is  seen  to 
change  its  direction  every  moment/ 

Ghalcis  is  situate  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  of  the 
same  name.*  Notwithstanding  the  considerable  ex- 
tent of  this  dty,  they  are  still  purposing  to  enlarge 
it*  Lofty  trees,  which  grow  in  the  public  places  and 
gardens,"^  shelter  the  inhabitants  from  the  heat  of  the 
sun;  and  a  copious  spring,  called  the  Fountain  of 
Arethusa,  affords  them  an  ample  supply  of  water.* 
The  city  is  embellished  by  a  theatre,  gymnasia,  por^ 
ticoes,  temples,  statues,  and  paintings.^    The  excel* 

•Strab.  lib.  10.   p.  446,        "  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  X3.  p.  173. 
'  Plat,  in  Phaed.  t.  i.  p.  90.  '  Voyag.  de  Spon.  t  ii.  p.  162. 

'  DicaBarch.  Stat.  GraBC.  ap.  Geogr.  Mid.  t  ii.  p.  19.  Eustath.  in 
Iliad.  %  p.  279.    Steph.  in  XoXjc.  »  Strab.  lib.  10.  p.  447. 

■  Dicaearch.  Stat.  Graec.  ap.  Geogr.  Min.  t.  ii.  p.  19.  *  Eustath: 
vk  Iliad.  2.  p.  279.  .  '  Dicaearch.  Stat.  ap.  Gi«c.  Geography 
Min.  t.  ii.  p.  19. 
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tence  of  its  situation^  its  copper  works/  and  the 
fertility  of  the  neighbouring  country,  watered  by  the 
river  Leiantus,  and  covered  with  olive-trees,  invite 
to  the  harbour  the  vessels  of  commercial  nations/ 
The  inhabitants  are  ignorant  and  curious  to  excess : 
they  exercise  hospitality  towards  strangers;  and, 
though  jealous  of  Uberty,  easily  bend  theu*  necks  to 
servitude/ 

We  slept  at  Chalcis,  and  the  next  morning  at 
day-break  arrived  at  Aulis,  a  small  town  on  the  op- 
posite coast,  near  which  there  is  a  large  bay,  where 
the  fleet  of  Agamemnon  was  so  long  detained  by 
contrary  winds/ 

From  Aulis  we  passed  by  Salganeus,  and  pro^^ 
ceeded  to  Anthedon,  by  a  pretty  easy  roajd,  lying 
partly  along  the  dea-shore,  and  partly  over  an  emi-* 
nence  covered  with  wood,  where  rise  a  number  of 
springs/  Anthedon  is  a  small  town,  with  a  foniiii 
or  market-place^  shaded  by  handsome  trees,  and  8ur-» 
rounded  by  porticoes.  The  principal  occupation  of 
the  inhabitants  is  the  fishery .  A  few  cultivate  a  light 
soil,  which  produces  a  great  deal  of  wine,  but  very 
little  corn/ 

We  had  now  tnsireJled  seventy  stadia,*  and  had 
only  a  hundred  and  sixtyf  to  arrive  at  Thebes/ 


'  Steph.  in  XaXjc.  ^  Dicsearch*  ibid.     Pliiu  lx\h  4<  c.  i% 

t  i.  p.  211.  ^  Dicaearch.  ibid.  *=  Strab,  lib.  9.  p.  403. 
*  Dicaearch.  ibid.  *  Dicaearch.  Stat.  GraBC.  ap.  Geog.  Mio. 

t  ii.  p.  18.  *  Above  two  leai^ues  and  a  half.  f  Some* 
what  more  than  six  leagues.  '  Dicaearch.  Stat.  Graec.  ap« 
Geogr.  Min.  t.  ii.  p.  17  et  19. 
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As  we  were  in  a  carriage,  we  took  the  road  of 
the  plain,  though  it  was  long  and  circuitous.^  We 
soon  approached  this  great  city.  At  sight  of  the 
citadel,  which  we  discovered  at  a  distance,  Timagenes 
could  no  longer  suppress  his  sighs.  Hope  and  f^ar 
were  alternately  painted  on  his  countenance. — Here 
then  is  my  country,  said  he ;  there  I  left  a  father  and 
mother  who  loved  me  with  so  much  tenderness! 
Them  I  cannot  flatter  myself  to  find.  But  I  had  a 
brother  and  a  sister;  it  is  possible  death  may  have 
spared  them  to  my  longing  eyes. — These  reflec- 
tions, which  were  perpetually  recurring,  distracted 
both  our  souls.  How  much,  at  this  instant,  did  I 
participate  in  his  anxiety !  and  how  much  to  be  pitied 
did  he  appear  to  me  a  moment  after !  We  arrived  at 
Thebes,  and  the  result  of  his  first  inquiries  plunged 
a  dagger  into  the  heart  of  my  friend.  Regret  for  his 
absence  had  hurried  the  authors  of  his  being  to  the 
grave.  His  brother  had  fallen  in  battle;  his  sister, 
who  had  been  married  at  Athens,  vms  no  more,  and 
had  left  only  a  son  and  a  daughter.  His  grief  was  ex- 
treme; but  the  marks  of  attention  and  tenderness 
which  he  received  from  citizens  of  every  rank,  from 
some  distant  relations,  and  especially  firom  Epami- 
nondas,  alleviated  his  sufferings,  and  compensated 
in  some  measure  for  his. losses. 

'  Dicaearch.  Stat.  Graec.  ap.  Geogr.  Min.  t.  ii.  p.  17. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Stay  at  Thebes. — Epaminondas, — Philip  of  Macedon, 

In  the  relation  of  a  second  journey,  which  I  made 
into  Boeotia^  I  shall  speak  of  the  city  of  Thebes,  and 
of  the  manners  of  the  Thebans.  In  my  first,  ray 
whole  attention  was  bestowed  on  Epaminondas. 

1  was  presented  to  him  by  Timagenes;  and  he 
was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  sage  Anarcharsis  not 
to  be  struck  with  my  name.  He  was  affected  with 
the  motives  that  brought  me  into  Greece,  and  asked 
me  many  questions  concerning  the  Scythians ;  but  I 
was  so  impressed  with  admiration  and  respect,  that 
1  answered  with  hesitation.  Peceiving  my  embar- 
rassment, he  turned  the  conversation  on  the  expedi- 
tion of  the  younger  Cyrus,  and  the  retreat  of  the  ten 
thousand.  He  desired  to  see  us  often,  and  we  visited 
him  every  day.  We  were  present  at  several  conver- 
isations  which  he  held  with  the  most  enlightened 
Thebans,  and  with  the  ablest  officers.  Though  he 
had  enriched  his  mind  with  every  kind  of  knowledge, 
he  chose  rather  to  hear  than  to  speak.  His  reflections 
were  always  just  and  profound.  On  occasions  of 
controversy,  when  it  was  necessary  to  defend  himself, 
his  answers  were  prompt,  energetic,  and  precise. 
Nothing  could  be  more  interesting  than  the  conver- 
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sation^  when  it  turned  on  philosophical  or  political 
topics.*" 

I  call  to  mind^  with  a  mixture  of  pride  and  plea- 
sure^ the  familiar  terms  on  which  I  lived  with  perhaps 
the  greatest  man  that  Greece  ever  has  produced  ;*  for 
why  should  we  not  grant  this  title  to  the  general  who 
perfected  the  art  of  war,  who  eclipsed  the  glory  of  the 
most  renowned  commanders/  and  was  never  van- 
quished but  by  fortune;'  to  the  statesman  who  gave 
to  Thebes  a  superiority  that  she  had  never  before 
possessed,  and  which  she  lost  immediately  on  his 
death  ;^  to  the  negociator  who,  in  the  general  assem- 
blies of  Greece,  always  maintained  a  superiority  over 
the  other  deputies,*"  and  found  means  to  retain  in  the 
alliance  of  Thebes,  his  country,  even  the  states  who 
were  jealous  of  the  growth  of  this  new  power;  to 
the  man  who  equalled  in  eloquence  the  greater  part 
of  the  Athenian  orators,**  was  no  less  devoted  to  his 
country  than  Leonidas,^  and  perhaps  more  just  even 
than  Aristides? 

A  faithful  portrait  of  his  mind  and  heart  would 
be  the  only  eulogy  worthy  of  Epaminondas ;  but  who 
is  able  to  define  and  explain  that  sublime  philosophy 
which  enlightened  and  directed  all  his  actions;  that 
genius,  so  rich  in  information  and  so  fruitful  in  re- 

^  Nep.  in  Epam.  c.  3.  *  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  3.  c.  34.  t.  i. 
p.  313.  Id.  Tuscul.  lib.  1.  c.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  234.  *  I>io4  Sic, 
lib.  15.  p.  366  et  396.  iElian.  lib.  7,  c.  14.  » Polyb.  lib,  9. 
p. '548.  "Id.  lib.  6.  p.  488.  Diod.  ibid.  p.  388  et  397. 
Pausan.  lib.  8.  c.  11.  p.  622.  Nep.  in  Epam.  c.  10.  *»  Nep.  in 
Epam.  c.  6.         ^  Cicer.  in  Brut.  c.  13.  r.  i.  p.  346,  p  Cicer, 

de  Fin.  Hb,  2.  c,  \9.  t.  ii.  p.  123. 
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sources;  those  plans^  concerted  with  such  prudence 
and  executed  with  such  celerity?  Who  shall  suffix 
ciently  describe  his  equality  of  mind^  his  purity  of 
morals^*  his  dignity  of  demeanour  and  of  manners^ 
the  attention  he  paid  to  truth  even  in  the  minutest 
particulars^  his  mildness^  his  benignity^  and  the  pa** 
tience  with  which  he  sustained  the  injustice  of  the 
people^  and  even  of  some  of  his  friends?** 

In  a  life  where  the  private  individual  appears, no 
less  amiable  than  the  publi'c  man^  it  will  su^ce  pro- 
miscuously to  select  a  few  traits  which  serve  to  cha^ 
racterise  them  both.  I  have  ahready  related  his 
principal  achievements  in  the  first  chapter  of  this 
work. 

His  house  was  less  the  asylum  than  the  sanctuary 
of  poverty.  She  reigned  there  with  the  pure  joy  of 
innocence^  and  the  unalterable  serenity  of  happiness^ 
surrounded  by  the  other  virtues^  to  which  she  gave 
new  powers^  while  she  derived  lustre  from  their  emi- 
nence. She  reigned  there  with  a  privation  so  absolute 
as  almost  to  surpass  belief.''  When  on  the  point  of 
setting  out  on  an  expedition  into  Peloponnesus,  Epa- 
minondas  was  obliged  to  borrow  fifty  drachmas  to 
purchase  for  himself  the  necessary  equipage  ;f  yet 
was  it  about  the  same  time  that  he  rejected  with  in- 
dignation fifty  pieces  of  gold,,  which  a  Thessalian 
prince  had  ventured  to  offer  him.*  In  vain  did  some 
'  f 

*  See  note  IV.  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  ^  Nep.  in  Epam. 

c.  3.  Piut  in  Pelop.  p.  290.  Pausan.  lib.  8.  c.  49.  p.  699. 
'  Front  Strat.  lib.  4.  c.  3.  +  About  45  livres  (IJ.  \7$  6A) 
•  iElian.  lib.  11.  c.  9.     Plut.  in  Apopht.  t.  ii.  p.  193. 
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Thebans  attempt  to  share  their  fortune  with  him; 
but  he  made  them  share  the  honour  of  relieving  the 
wretched. 

We  found  him  one  day  with  several  of  his  friends 
whom  he  had  assembled.  He  said  to  them :  "  Spho- 
drias  has  a  daughter  who  is  marriageable;  but  as  he 
is  too  poor  to  give  her  a  portibn^  I  have  taxed  eaeh 
of  you  according  to  your  abilities.  I  am  obliged  to 
stay  at  home  for  a  few  days :  but  the  first  time  I  go 
abroad  I  will  present  to  you  this  worthy  citizen ;  for  it 
is  right  that  he  should  receive  your  bounty  from  your- 
selves^ and  be  acquainted  with  his  benefactors."^ 
They  all  consented  to  the  proposal^  and  left  him  with 
thanks  for  this  mark  of  confidence.  Timagenes^  to 
whom  this  project  of  retirement  had  given  some 
uneasiness^  inquired  of  him  the  motive;  to  which  he 
simply  answered :  I  am  obliged  to  have  my  mantle 
washed.''    And  the  truth  is^  that  he  had  only  one. 

A  moment  after^  Mycithus^  a  young  man  to  whom 
he  was  gready  attached^  entered^  and  said :  Diome- 
don  of  Cyzicus  is  arrived^  and  has  applied  to  me  to 
be  introduced  to  you.  He  has  some  propositions  to 
make  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  Persia^  with  orders 
to  deliver  to  you  a  considerable  sum^  and  has  even 
forced  liie  to  accept  five  talents. — Let  him  enter, 
answered Epaminondas. ''  Hear  me,  Diomedon,**  said 
•  he :  '^  if  the  views  of  Artaxerxes  be  consistent  with  the 
interests  of  my  country,  I  stand  in  no  need  of  his 
presents :  if  not,  all  the  gold  in  his  empire  shall  not 
induce  me  to  betray  my  duty.     You  have  judged  of 

*  Nep.  in  Epam.  c.  3.  •  iElian.  lib.  5.  c.  5. 
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my  heart  by  your  own  ;  I  forgive  you  this  mistake; 
but  depart  instantly  from  the  city^  lest  you  should 
corrupt  the  inhabitants/  And  as  for  you^  Mycithivs^ 
if  you  do  not  thi&  very  moment  return  the  money 
that  you  have  received,  I  shall  delivery  you  up  to 
the  magistracy/'  ^  We  had  stepped  out  during  this 
conversation,. but  Mycithus  repeated  it  tons  imme- 
diately after. 

This  lesson  Epaminondaa  had  more  than  once 
given  to  those  about  him.  When  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  having  learnt  that  his  shield-bearer  had 
sold  a  captive  his  liberty:  '^  Give  me  back  my 
buckler/*  said  he  to  him.  ''  Since  your  hands  are 
soiled  with  money,  you  are  no  longer  worthy  to 
to  follow  me  in  dangers."^ 

A  zealous  disciple  of  Pythagoras,  he  imitated  his 
frugality.  '  He  denied  himself  the  use  of  wine,  and 
frequently  ate  nothing,  during  the  whole  day,  but  a 
little  honey."  Music,  which  he  had  been  taught  by 
the  ablest  masters,  sometimes  constituted  the  amuse- 
ment of  his  leisure  hours.  He  excelled  on  the  flute  ; 
and  at  entertainments  to  which  he  was  invited  sang 
in  his  turn,  accompanying  his  voice  with  the  lyre.* 

The  more  affability  he  displayed  in  society,  the 
greater  was  his  severity  when  it  became  necessary  to 
maintain  the  decorum  suitable  to  each  condition. 
One  of  the  lowest  of  the  people,  a  man  abandoned  to 

*  Nep.  in  Epam,  c  4.  JE\im.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  5.  c.  5.  ^  iElian. 
Var.  Hist.  lib.  11.  c.  9.  Plut.  in  Apopht,  t.  ii.  p.  194.  « Athen. 
lib.  10.  p.  419.  *  Cicer.  Tuscul,  lib.  1.  c.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  234.  Athen. 
.lib..  4.  p.  184.     Nep;  in  Epam.  c.  2, 
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debauchery^  had  been  detained  in  prison  :  ^*  Why/* 
said  Pelopidas  to  his  friend^  ''  did  you  refuse  me  his 
pardon^  and  grant  it  to  a  courtezan?'* — ''  Because/' 
answered  Epaminondas^  *'  it  ill  becomes  a  man  like 
you  to  interest  yourself  for  a  man  like  him.'"* 

Never  did  he  either  court  or  decline  public  em- 
j^oyjnents.  He  more  than  once  served  as  a  common 
soldier^  under  inexperienced  generals  who  had  been 
preferred  to  him  by  intrigue.  More  than  once  the 
troops,  besieged  in  their  camp,  and  reduced  to  the 
most  critical  extremities,  had  recourse  to  him  for 
assistance.  On  these  occasions  he  directed  the 
operations,  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  brought  back 
the  army  in  safety,  without  remembering  either  the 
injustice  he  had  experienced^  or  the  service  he  had 
rendered  his  country.** 

He  neglected  no  circumstance  that  might  raise  the 
courage  of  his  nation^  and  render  it  formidable  to 
others.  Previous  to  his  first  campaign  in  Pelopon- 
nesus, he  prevailed  on  some  Thebans  to  wrestle  with 
several  Lacedaemonians  who  were  then  at  Thebes. 
Theformer  having  gained theadvantage^  his  soldiers 
from  that  moment  began  no  longer  to  dread  the  Lace- 
daemonians."^ Whilst  he  was  encamped  Jn  winter,  in 
Arcadia,  the  deputies  of  one  of  the  adjacent  cities 
proposed  to  him  to  enter  and  take  up  his  quarters  in 
it.  ''  No/'  said  Epaminondas  to  his  officers ;  ''  if 
they  saw  us  seated  by  the  fire,  they  would  take  us  for 
ordinary  men.  We  will  remain  here,  notwithstanding 

^  Plut.  de  Rei.  Ger.  Praec.  t.  ii.  p.  808.  *=  Nefp.ia  Epam. 

c.  7.  ^  Polyaen.  Siratag.  lib.  ii.  2.  c.  3.  §  6. 
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the  rigouf  of  the  season.  When  they  see  us  con- 
tinue our  wrestling  matches  and  military  exercises^ 
they  will  be  lost  in  astonishment/'* 

Daiphantus  and  lollidas^  two  general  officers  who 
had  merited  his  esteem^  said  one  day  to  Timagenes : 
You  would  admire  him  still  more^  had  you  followed 
him  in  his  expeditions;  had  you  studied  his  marches^ 
his  encampments,  his  dispositions  before  a  battle^ 
and  his  genuine  courage  and  presence  of  mind  in 
the  heat  of  the  conflict;  had  you  beheld  him^  ever 
active  and  serene^  penetrating,  at  a  glance,  the  pro- 
jects of  the  enemy,  lulling  them  into  a  fatal  security, 
multiplying  around    them    almost  inevitable  am- 
bushes/ maintaining  at  the   same  time  the  most 
rigid  discipline  in  his  army,  exciting  by  new  and 
efficacious  methods  the  ardour  of  his  soldiers/  and 
unremittingly  exerting  himself  for  their  preservation, 
and,  above  every  thing,  for  their  honour. 

By  such  engaging  marks  of  attention  he  has  com- 
pletely won  their  hearts.  Even  when  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  and  tormented  by  hunger,  they  are  always 
ready  to  execute  his  orders,  and  rush  into  the  midst 
of  dangers.**  Those  panic  terrors,  so  frequent  in  other 
armies,  are  unknown  in  his;  and  when  they  are  likely 
to  arise,  a  single  word  from  him  dispels  or  tumft  them 
to  his  advantage.*  We  were  on  the  point  of  entering 
Peloponnesus,  and  the  army  of  the  enemy  had  en- 
camped in  front.^    Whilst  Epaminondas  was  recon- 

^  Plut.  an  Seni,  &c.  p.  788.  ^  Polyaen.  Stratag.  lib.  2.  c.  3. 

«  Id.  ibid.         ^  Xen.  Hist.  lib.  7.  p.  645.  *  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15. 

p.  367  et  368.    Polyaen.  ibid.  §  4  et 8.     ^  Diod. Sic.  lib.  1 5.  p.  380. 
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noitring  thfeir  position^  a  clap  of  thunder  caused  a 
great  alarm  among  the  soldiery;  and  the  augur 
ordered  our  march  to  be  suspended.  In  this  mo- 
ment of  dismay^  the  general  was  asked^  what  could 
be  the  meaning  of  such  a  presage  ?  ''  Why^  that  the 
enemy  has  chosen  a  bad  camp/'  cried  he  with  con- 
fidence. The  courage  of  the  troops  revived;  and 
the  next  day  they  forced  the  pass.' 

The  twoTheban  officers  related  other  facts  which 
I  suppress ;  and^  omitting  several  that  occurred  ,be- 
'  fore  my  eyes^  I  shall  proceed  to  this  reflection.  Epa- 
minondas^  devoid  of  ambition^  vanity^  or  interested 
views^  raised^  in  a  few  years^  his  nation  to  that  height 
of  greatness  which  we  have  seen  the  Thebans  attain. 
This  prodigy  he  effected^  in  the  first  instance^  by  the 
influence  of  his  virtues  and  hi 9  talents.     While  he 
thus  swayed  the  mind  of  the  public^  by  the  superiority 
of  his  genius  and  information^  he  guided  at  will  the 
passions  of  others^  because  he  remained  master  of  his 
own.  But  his  success  is  principally  to  be  imputed  to 
the  energy  of  his  character.    His  lofty  and  indepen- 
dent soul  felt  an  early  indignation  at  the  sovereignty 
assumed  by  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians^over 
the  Greeks  in  geneml,  and  more  particularly  over  the 
Thebans.    He  vowed  an  eternal  hatred  to  those  op- 
pressors^ which  would  have  remained  secluded  in  his 
own  breast;  but  no  sooner  did  his  country  confide  to 
him  the  avenging  of  her  wrongs^  than  he  broke  the 
chain  of  nations^  and  became  a  conqueror  from  duty. 

/  Polyaen.  StraUg.  lib.  2.  c.  3.  §  3. 
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He  formed  the  project^  equally  bold  and  new^  of 
attacking  the  Lecedaemonians  in  the  very  centre  of 
their  empire^,  and  of  depriving  them  of  that  pre-emr- 
nence  they  had  enjoyed  for  such  a  series  of  ages. 
This  plan  he  pursued  with  perseverance,  in  despite  of 
their  power,  their  feme,  their  allies,  and  even  of  their 
enemies^  whobeheld  with  a  jealous  eye  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  the  Thebans.  Nor  did  he  suffer  his  ardour 
to  be  checked  by  the  opposition  of  a  party,  formed  at 
Thebes  in  favour  of  peace,  because  Epaminondas  was 
inclined  to  war."  Meneclides  was  at  the  head  of  this 
fection.  His  eloquence,  his  authority,  and  the  secret 
charms  of  tranquillity,  so  prevalent  with  the  grater 
pdrt  of  mankind,  gave  him  great  influence  among  the 
people ;  but  the  firmness  of  Epaminondas  finally  sur- 
mounted all  obstacles,  and  when  we  left  Thebes  every 
thing  was  ready  for  the  campaign.  Had  not  deadi 
terminated  his  career  in  the  midst  of  atriumph  which 
left  the  Lacedaemonians  without  resource,  he  M^ould 
have  made  the  Athenians  give  an  account  of  the  vic- 
tories they  had  gained  over  the  Greeks,  and,  as  he 
said  himself,  have  enriched  the  citadel  of  Thebes  with 
the  monuments  which  decorated  that  of  Athens.'' 

We  had  frequent  opportunities  of  seeing  Polym^^ 
nis,  the^father  of  Epaminondas.  This  respectable 
old  man  was  less  affected  with  the  homage  paid  to  his 
own  virtues,  than  with  the  honours  bestowed  upon  his 
son.  He  more  than  once  reminded  us  of  the  tender 
sentiment  expressed  by  Epaminondas,  afterthe  battle 

■  Nep,  in  Epam.  c.  5.         "  -^chin.  de  Fals,  Leg.  p,  41 1 . 
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of  Leuctra^  amid  the  acclamations  of  the   army: 
"  What  gives  me  the  most  pleasure  is,  that  my  re- 
vered parents  yet  Hve  and  will  share  in  my  triumph/';^ 
The  Thcbans  had  entrusted  Polymnis  with  the 
care  of  the  young  Philip,  brother  of  Perdiccas,  king 
of  M acedon.^    Pelopidas  having  appeased  the  trou« 
hies  of  that  kingdom,  received  for  hostages  this 
prince,  and  thirty  young  Macedonian  noblemen.^ 
Philip,  then  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  already 
united  the  talent  with  the  desire  of  pleasing*.     All 
who  saw  him  admired  his  beauty;'  and  all  who 
heard  him,  his  wit,  memory,  eloquence,  and  grace- 
ful manner  of  speakings. '    His  gaiety  sometimes 
suffered  a  few  sallies  to  escape  him»  but  these  were 
such  as  could  never  give  offence.     Mild»  affable^ 
generous^  and  quick  in  discerning  merit,  no  man 
knew  better  than  he  the  art  and  necessity  of  in- 
sinuating himself  inta   the    heart*    The  Pytlia- 
gorean  Nausithoos,  his  preceptor,  had  instilled  into 
him  a  taste  for  literature,  which  he  retained  all  hi» 
life,  and  gave  him  lessons  of  temperance,  which  he 
afterwards  forgot."    The  love  of  {Measure  made  its 
appearance  amid  so  many  excellent  qualities,,  but 
without  interrupting  their  application ;  and  it  was 
already  foretold,  that  if  this  prince  should  one  day 


•»  Plut.  in  Coriol.  t.  i.  p.  215.  ■  ^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  407. 
"i  Plot,  in  Pelop.  t.  f.  p.  »1.  Kod.  lib.  15.  p.  S7&.  Justin,  lib. 
7.  c.  b^     Oros.  lib.  3.  c  la.  p.  167.  '  iEsch.  de  Fala.  Leg, 

p;  402  et  412.  •  Id.  ibid.  p.  401.  '  Diod.  lib.  16.  p.  482. 

Plut.  an  Seni,  &c.  t.  ii.  p.  806.         "  Clem.  Alex.  PaBdagog.  lib.  1. 
p.  130.   Diod.  ibid.  p. 407.   Athen.  lib.  4.  p.  16T;  Hb.  6.  p.  260. 
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mount  the  throne,  he  would  not  be  governed  en^ 
tirely  either  by  business  or  by  pleasure. 

Philip  was  assiduously  attentive  to  Epaminondas ; 
in  the  genius  of  a  great  man  he  studied  the  secret  of 
one  day  becoming  great;*  he  eagerly  collected  his 
observations  as  well  as  his  examples;  and  it  was  in 
this  excellent  school  that  he  learned  to  moderate  and 
govern  his  passions/  to  listen  to  the  truth,  to  correct 
bis  errors,  to  know  the  Greeks,  and  to  enslave 
Greece. 

^  Plut.  in  Pelop.  t,  i.  p.  299.  ^  Plut.  Coiijug.  FrcBC.  t.  ii.  p. 

143;  in  Apopht.  p.  177» 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Departure  from  Thebes, — Arrival  at  Aihejis. — InhahitaTds  of 
AUica, 

I  HAVE  already  said  that  Timagenes  had  no  relations 
remaining^  but  a  nephew  and  a  niece^  settled  at 
Athens.  The  name  of  his  nephew  was  Philotas, 
and  that  of  his  niece  Epicharis.  She  had  married  a 
wealthy  citizen  named  ApoUodorus.  They  came 
to  Thebes  a  few  days  after  our  arrival.  Timagenes 
enjoyed  in  their  society  a  pleasure  and  tranquillity 
which  had  long  been  strangers  to  his  heart.  Phi- 
lotas  was  of  the  same  age  with  myself.  I  began  to  ^ 
form  an  intimacy  with  him^  and  he  soon  becaipe  my 
guide^  my  companion^  my  friend^  the  tenderest  and 
faithfulest  of  friends. 

Before  their  departure  they  made  us  promise 
shortly  to  pay  them  a  visit.  We  took  leave  of  Epa- 
minondas  with  a  regret  which  he  deigned  to  share^ 
and  repaired  to  Athens  on  the  16th  of  the  month 
Anthesterion^  in  the  3d  year  of  the  104th  Olym- 
piad.* In  the  house  of  ApoUodorus  we  found  all 
the  comforts  and  assistance  to  be  expected  from  his 
opulence  and  connections.  ,7  7^ 

*  The  13th  of  March  of  the  year  362  before  Christ.  ^  ^  <^ 
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The  next  day  after  my  arrival  I  flew  to  the 
Academy^  where  I  saw  Plato.  I  went  to  thework- 
room  of  the  painter  Euphranor.  I  was  in  that  kind 
of  delirium  which  i^  occasioned  by  the  first  sight  of 
celebrated  men,  and  the  pleasure  of  approaching 
them.  I  next  fixed  my  attention  on  the  city,  and 
for  some  days  employed  myself  in  admiring  its  mo-f 
riuments,  and  in  visiting  its  environs. 

Athens  is,  as  it  were,  divided  into  three  parts :,  the 
citadel,  built  on  a  rock ;  the  city,  situate  around  this 
rock ;"  and  the  harbours  of  Phalerum,  Munychia, 
and  the  Piraeus.* 

The  first  inhabitants  df  Athens  fixed  their  abode 
on  the  rock  of  the  citadeL*  There  stood  the  ancient 
town,  which,  though  from  its  situation  it  was  acces- 
sible only  on  the  south-west,**  was  every  where  en^ 
compassed  with  walls,  which  are  still  remaining.'' 

The  circumference  of  the  modern  city  is  sixty 
stadia.f**  The  walls,  flanked  with  towers,*sand  has-^ 
tily  built  in  the  time  of  Themistocles,  exhibit  on  all 
sides  fragments  of  columns  and  ruins,  confusedly 
intermingled  with  the  unshapen  materials  employed 
in  their  construction.^ 

Prom  the  city  run  two  long  walls,  one  of  which, 
thirty-five  stadia  in  length,  J  terminates  at  the  port  of 

*  Aristid.  Panathen.  t.  i.  p.  99.  *  See  the  plan  of  .the  en- 

▼irons  of  Athens.  *  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  c.  15.  **  Pausan.  lib.  1. 
c.  22.  p.  51.  Wheler.  Voyag.  du  Levant,  t.  ii.  p.  415.  ^  He- 
rodot.  lib.  6.  c.  137.  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  28.  p.  67.  +  2j  leagues. 
Thucyd.  1. 2.  c,  1 3.  SchoL  ibid.  '  Id.  ibid.  c.  17.  ^  Thucyd. 
lib.  1.  c.  93.         %  1  l-3d  leagues. 
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Plialdrum ;  and  the  other^  which  is  forty  stadia,^  at 
that  of  the  Pireeus.  They  are  almost  entirely  shut 
in  at  their  extremity  by  a  thirds  of  sixty  stadia;^  and 
as  they  embrace  not  only  these  two  harbours^  and 
that  of  Munychia^  which  is  in  the  middle,  but  a  mul- 
titude of  houses^  temples^  and  monuments  of  every 
kind/  the  entire  circumfa*ence  of  the  city  may  be 
estimated  at  nearly  two  hundred  stadia.f ' 

To  the  south-west^  and  close  to  the  citadel>  is  the 
rock  of  the  Museum^  separated  by  a  little  valley  from 
the  hili  on  which  the  Areopagus  holds  its  assemblies. 
Other  eminences  contribute  to  render  the  site  of  this 
city  eilremely  uneven.  Prom  them  proceed  some 
scanty  springs  of  water^  but  not  sufficient  to  supply 
the  inhabitants.^  This  deficiency  is  remedied  by 
wells  Ittid  cisterns,  in  which  the  water  acquires  a 
coolness  which  is  anxiously  sought.' 

The  streets  in  general  are  destitute  of  r^ukrity. 
The  glreater  number  of  the  houses  are  small  and  in-' 
commodious."  As  for  those  which  are  more  magni- 
ficeiit,  you  can  hardly  get  a  glimpse  of  their  decora- 
tions, across  a  court,  or  rather  a  long  and  narrow 
avenue."*  Externally,  every  thing  has  the  air  of  sim- 
|>licity,  and  strangers  at  first  sight  sed^  in  Athens 
itself  for  that  city,  so  celebrated  through  the  world;'' 
but  their  admiration  imperceptibly  increases,  when 

*  If  league.  »  Thacyd.  lib.  ^.  c.  13.  ^  Id.  lib.  2.  c.  17. 
Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  1  et  2.  f  Above  seven  leagues  and  a  half. 

*  Dion.  Chrysost.  opat  6.  p,  87.  ^  Plat,  in  Lys.  t.  ii.  p.  MS. 

Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  397.  »  Theoph.  Char.  c.  20.  "^  Dicaearch. 
p.  8.  "  Eustath.  in  Iliad,  lib.  8.  v.  435.  Didym.  ib.  Hesycfa. 
in  Eyfi^.    Vitruv.  lib.  6.  c.  10.        ^  Dicaearch.  p.  8« 
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they  attentively  exaoiine  the  nuiq^roue  teiaplesi^  per' 
ticoe$^  and  public  buildings^  in  the  embeilishment;  o( 
which  all  the  aits  have  cpntended  fof  the  ^xite, 

The  Uissus  and  the  Cephi^us  iq^ander  jBtroupd  the 
city^  and  several  public  walks  ar^  laid  out  at  no  ^real 
distance  from  their  banH^*  Farther  on^  hills  coverfsd 
with  olives^  laurels^  and  yines^  terminating  in  lofj^y 
mountains,  form^  as  it  were^  a  ^ne  aroujid  the  pla|n> 
wbich^  to  the  gouthw^rd,  is  boufided  oply  ^y  the  8($f(. 

Attica  is  a  kind  of  peninsula  of  a  triapgitlar  form. 
The  coast  opposite  to  Argolis  may  e|:t^nd  in  a  right 
line  about  357  stadia;^  that  which  borders  on  Bceo^ 
tia^  235  ;f  and  that  which  looks  tow^df  jB^!).<9^f^ 
406.|  It  contains  53,20Q  square  ^t94J^i$  without 
Including  the  isle  of  Salamfs^  which  contains  pp  Q|6r0 
than  2^9^  square  stadia^  || 

This  Uttte  country^  every  whpre  intersected  with 
rocks  and  mountains,  is  by  naiur^  e9{:tremely  l^reflf 
and  it  is  by  dint  of  cultivatix^n  alone  thai;  It  repays  tk9 
husbandman  for  his  iabouris;  but  laW4>  indpstfy# 
commerce,  and  the  remarkable  purity  of  ibfi  jijfj 
have  been  so  favourable  to  population,  that  Mtl^ 
is  at  (bis  xlay  covered  urith  yittag^  and  towa9>  pf 
wbich  Athens  is  the  capitel.V 

The  iafaabitants  of  Attica  are  divided  jiito  |tbrei9 
classes.  Th^  flr«t  comprehends  the  citiz,ens ;  the 
second,  jthe  foreigners  settled  ifi  the  f,(mntf¥i  4nd 
the  third,  the  slaves. 

*  About  13  leagues  ^nd  a  half.  +  Near  9  leagues.  J  15 
l-3d  le^ues.  -        $  76  square  league^.  ||  About  4  square 

leagues.  f  See  the  map  of  Attica« 
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The  slaves  are  distinguished  into  two  sorts ;  the 
natives  of  Greece,  and  those  brought  from  foreign 
countries.  The  former  consist  in  general  of  those 
whom  the  fate  of  arms  has  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
a  conqueror  irritated  by  too  obstinate  a  resistance."^ 
The  latter  are  brought  from  Thrace,  Phrygia,  Ca- 
ria,*  and  the  countries  inhabited  by  barbarians.^ 
'  Slaves  of  every  age,  sex,  and  nation^  form  a  con- 
siderable  object  of  traffic  throughout  Greece.  Mer- 
chants, eager  after  gain,  are  perpetually  transporting 
them  from  one  country  to  another.  They  heap  them 
togiether,  like  the  vilest  merchandise  in  the  market- 
places; and,  when  a  purchaser  appears,  oblige  them 
to  dance  round,  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  their 
powers  and  agility/  The  price  they  fetch  varies  ac- 
cording to  their  talents.  Some  are  valued  at  three 
hundred  drachmas,t  others  at  six  hundred.;};'  Seve- 
ral sell  for  much  more.  The  Greeks  who  fall  into 
the  hands  of  pirates  are  exposed  to  sale  in  the 
Grecian  cities,  and  forfeit  their  freedom  till  they  are 
able  to  pay  a  heavy  ransom.*  Both  Plato  and  Dio- 
geiies  experienced  this  misfortune*  The  friends  of 
the  former  paid  three  thousand  drachmas  to  redeem 
him.§'*  The  latter  remained  in  bondage,  and  taught 
the  children  of  his  master  to  be  free  and  virtuous.* 

P  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  c.  68.  *  The  foreign  slayes  were  distin- 

guished among  the  Greeks  by  the  name  of  their  respective  na- 
tions ;  one  was  called  Cariariy  another  Thracian,  .&e.  "^  Eu- 
ripid.  in  Alcest.  v.  675.  '  Menand.  ap.  Harpocrat.  in  KvkXoc. 
+  270  livres  (Hi.  6s.)  J  540  livres  (22/.  10s.)  *  Demosth. 
in  Aphob.  1.  p.  896.  *  Andoc.  de  Myster.  p.  18.  Terent.  Eu- 
nuch, act.  1.  scene  2.  §  2,700  livres  (112f.  10s.)  "  Laert.  itt 
Plat.  lib.  3.  §  20.         "^  Id.  lib.  6.  §  29. 
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Throughout  <  almost  all  Greece  the  number  of 
slaves  infinitely  exceeds  that  of  the  citizens.'  Almost 
every  where  the  utmost  exertions  are  obliged  con- 
tinually to  be  made  to  keep  them  in  subjection.\^  ^It^a^ 
Lacedasmon^  by  having  recourse  to  rigorous  mea- 
sures to  force  them  to  obedience,  has  often  driven 
them  to  revolt.  Athens,  wishing  to  secure  their  fide- 
lity by  gentler  methods,  has  made  them  insolent.' 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  four  hundred 
thousand  slaves  in  Attica.^  These  cultivate  the 
lands,  conduct  the  manufactures,  work  the  mines, 
labour  in  the  quarries,  and  perform  all  the  domestic 
offices  in  private  houses :  for  the  law  prohibits  the 
maintenance  of  idle  slaves ;  and  those  who,  born  in 
a  servile  condition,  are  unable  to  apply  themselves 
to  laborious  occupations,  endeavour  to  become  useful 
by  their  address,  their  talents,  or  application  to  the 
arts.*"  Some  manufacturers  employ  upwards  of  fifty/ 
and  derive  from  them  a  considerable  profit.  In  some 
of  these  works,  one  slave  will  give  a  clear  annual 
produce  of  a  hundred,*®  and  in  others,  of  a  hundred 
and^ twenty  drachmas. f^ 

Some  there  are  who  have  merited  their  liberty  by 
fighting  for  the  republic,*^  or  by  exhibiting  such  proofs 
of  zeal  and  attachment  to  their  masters  as  are  still 
celebrated  as  examples  for  the  rest.^  When  they  are 

y  Athen.  lib.  5.  p.  272.  *  Plut.  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  776.  ' 

*  Xen.  de  Rep.  Athen.  p.  693.  ^  Athen.  lib.  6.  p.  272.  ^  Ul- 
pian.  in  Mid.  p.  683.  «*  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  578.  De- 
mosth.  in  Aphob.  1.  p.  896.  *  90  livres  (3^.  15s.)         «  De- 

mostb.  ibid.  +  108  livres  (4L  lOs.)  ^  iEschin.  in  Tim.  p.  275. 
«  Aristoph.  in  Ran.  v.  705.         ^  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  776. 
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unable  to  obtain  it  by  detvices,  they  put*chase  it 
with  k  pectdiatii*,  or  private  property  which  they  are 
permitted  to  anias&>'  aiid  Which  they  eMplby  in  pr6* 
^eniM  to  their  masters  on  festive  occAsiotls ;  ftn^  tot 
instance^  when  a  child  in  bom>  oir  a  hiatHa^i^  lakes 
place  in  the  family.'' 

Wheii  essentially  deficient  fai  their  duties^  their 
m^ter  may  load  them  with  chains/  condemiithem  to 
turh  th^  milistdnei*  prevent  them  frdtti  marrying^)  or 
separate  them  from  their  wives;"  but  on  n6  iiCcttUht 
may  he  deprive  them  of  life.  When  treatted  virifli 
cruelty^  they  are  driven  to  desertion^  t3r  to  s^lik  an 
asylulh  at  least  in  the  temple  of  Theseu^.""  Iii  this 
case,  they  require  to  be  transfeired  to  the  i^ferVice  of 
Bnt^ther  leiss  Hgorous  master/  and  sometimeis  are  s6 
fortunate  as  to  foe  able  to  withdraw  themi^elves  from 
ihe  yoke  of  the  tyrant  who  oppressed  thefm.' 

Thus  have  thekVirs  provided  for  their  safety,  but 
when  they  are  intelligent,  or  possessed  of  pleasing 
lalents,  interest  proves  a  more  poWerfnl  protector 
Ihah  the  laws.  With  such  endowments  they  eiirlch 
their  masters,  and  themselves  by  retaining  part  of 
their  eAi'ningls.  Th^se  profits  accum^Med  enable 
Urem  to  procure  patrons>  to  live  in  the  ntosl  iSmfeti- 
coming  luxury,  and  to  unite  the  insolence  of  lirro^ 
^ant  pyetension^  Svith  sordidness  of  sentiment/ 

*  Dion,  Chrysost.  orat.  15.  p.  Ml.  ^  TcrenU  Phorm;  *ct  1, 
seen.  1.  »  Atheir;  lib.  6. p.  272,  »  Terent.  And.  act  1. 

seen.  3.        "  Xen.  (Econ.  p.  844,        «  Poll.  lib.  c.  7.  l«.  p.  604. 
p  Plut  de  Superst  t.  ii.  p*  166.  •»  Demofttb.  in  Mid.  p.  «11 . 

PeU  Leg.  kttic.  p.  178.    Athen.  lib.  6.  p.  ^6(i  et  267v      '  X«n; 
de  R^.  Atben.  p.  603, 
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Severe  penalties  are  denounced  against  any  man 
^ho  shall  strike  the  slave  of  another^  every  act  of 
violence  being  a  crime  against  the  state;'  and  the 
slave  being  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  the  free 
man  by  any  external  mark^^  the  outra^^e^  but  for  this 
law^  might  fall  on  the  citizen^  whose  person  should 
be  sacred/ 

When  a  slave  is  enfranchised^  be  does  not  pass 
into  the  class  of  citizens^  but  into  that  of  the  foreign 
settlers^  which  is  connected  with  the  latter  by  liberty^ 
and  with  that  of  the  slaves  by  the  small  portion  of 
respect  or  influence  it  possesses  in  the  state. 

This  intermediate  class^  to  the  number  of  about 
ten  Uiousand/  consists  oi^  strangers  settled  with  their 
families  in  Attica/  most  of  them  exercising  trades^ 
or  serving  in  the  navy  f  protected  by  <Jie  govern*- 
ment  without  sharing  in  it;  free^  yet  dependent; 
useful  to  the  republic  which  fears  them^  because  she 
dreads  liberty  detached  from  the  love  of  country^  and 
despised  by  a  people  at  once  proud  and  jealous  of  the. 
distinctions  annexed  to  the  condition  of  a  citizen.' 

They  are  obliged  to  select  from  among  the  citizens 
a  patron  to  be  responsible  for  their  conduct/  and  to 
pay  an  annual  tribute  to  the  public  treasury  of  twdve 

•  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  610.  *  The  slaves  were  obliged  to 
shave  their  beads  (Aristopb.  in  Av.  9i%,  Schol.  ibid.);  but  they 
covered  them  with  bonnets  (Id.  in  Vesp.  443.)  Tbeir  dress 
should  reach  only  to  the  knee  (Id.  in  Lysis.  1153.  ScbQl.  ibid.)  ^ 
but  many  citizens  wore  garments  of  the  same  kind.  ^  X«n. 

de  Rep.  Athen.  p.  693.  »  Atben.  lib.  6.  p.  272.  ^  Harpocr. 
in  MtToU.  y  Xen.  ibid.  »  iElian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  6.  cap.  1. 
*  Harp,  et  Suid.  in  Upo^dn/c.     Hyper,  ap.  Harpocr.  in  Airpoc- 
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drachmas^  for  the  heads  of  families^  and  sixdrachmasf 
for  their  children.**  Their  property  is  forfeited 
when  they  neglect  complying  with  the  former  of 
these  conditions^  and  their  liberty  when  they  violate 
the  latter ;  *"  but  if  they  are  fortunate  enough  to  ren- 
der any  signal  services  to  the  state,  tliey  obtain  an 
exemption  from  the  tribute.* 

In  religious  ceremonies  they  are  distinguished 
from  the  citizens  by  particidar  functions.  The  men 
must  carry  part  of  the  offerings^  and  their  wives 
hold  umbrellas  over  the  free  women  ;**  they  are  ex- 
posed likewise  to  the  insults  of  the  people^  and  to 
degrading  sallies  of  raillery  from  the  stage.^ 

The  republic  has  been  known  to  adopt,  a  great 
number  of  them  into  the  class  of  citizens^  when  ex- 
hausted by  long  wars.^  But  if  by  any  clandestine 
practices  they  contrive  to  procure  admission  into  that 
respectable  order^  they  are  liable  to  a  judicial  prosecu- 
tion^ and  sometimes  even  to  be  sold  for  slaves.** 

The  freed  men^  admitted  into  this  class^  are  sub- 
ject to  the  same  tribute^  the  same  dependence^  and 
the  same  humiliations.  Those  who  are  born  in  ser- 
vitude never  can  become  citizens  ;*  and  every  patron 
who^  in  a  regular  course  of  justice^  can  convict  the 
slave  he  had  enfranchised  of  ingratitude^  is  authorized 

*  10  livres  16  sols  (9  shillings).  +  5  livres  8  sols  (4  shil- 

lings and  sixpence).  **  Isaeus  apud  Harpocr.  in  Mero/r.  Poll, 
lib.  3.  c.  4.  §  55.  *  Sam.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  172.  ^  Id.  p.  169. 
*  JSlian.  Varr.  Hist  lib.  6.  c.  1.  Periz.  ibid.  Harpocr.  in  Mero/jc, 
et  in  Sca^.     Suid.  et  Hesych.  in  Sca^.  '  Aristopb.  Acharn. 

V.  507.  ^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  216.  •»  Sam.  Pet.  Leg.  Att, 
p,  134.         *  Dion.  Chrysost.  orat.  15,  p.  239. 
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instantly  to  load  him  anew  with  chains,  saying  to 
him:  Be  a  slave,  since  thou  knowest  not  how  to 
live  free."" 

The  condition  of  the  intermediate  class  begins  to 
be  more  favourable.'  For  some  time  past  they  have 
beeii  less  insulted,  but  they  are  not  therefore  better 
satisfied  with  their  lot;  for,  having  obtained  respect, 
they  are  now  looking  for  distinctions,  it  being  a 
painful  situation  to  remain  entirely  without  autho- 
rity or  influence  in  a  city  containing  so  many  per- 
sons of  importance. 

He  is  a  citizen  by  birth,  who  is  born  of  a  father 
and  mother  who  are  themselves  citizens;"  but  the 
child  of  an  Athenian,  who  marries  a  foreign  woman, 
is  entitled  only  to  the  condition  of  his  mother.  This 
law  was  made  by  Pericles,  at  a  time  when  he  was 
surrounded  by  children  likely  to  perpetuate  his  fii- 
mily ;  and  he  carried  it  into  execution  with  so  much 
rigour,  that  nearly  five  thousand  persons,  excluded 
from  the  rank  of  citizens,  were  publicly  sold  by  auc- 
tion. He  violated  it  when  he  had  only  one  son  left, 
whose  birth  he  had  formerly  declared  illegitimate." 

The  citizens  by  adoption  enjoy  almost  the  same 
privileges  as  the  natives.  At  first,  when  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  encourage  the  population  of  Attica,  the 
title  of  citizen  was  bestowed  on  every  person  that 
came  to  settle  in  that  country .''  When  that  necessity 

^  Val.  Maxim,  lib.  2.  c.  6.  ^  Xen.  de  Rep.  Athen.  p.  693. 

""  Sam.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  138.  "  Plut.  in  Pericl.  p.  172.  iElian. 
lib.  6.  c.  10.  lib.  12.  c.  24.  Suid.  in  Aj^/xott.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in 
Vesp.  V.  716.         «  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c  .2.     Schol.  ibid. 
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ceased^  Solon  granted  it  only  to  those  who  should 
bring  with  them  their  families^  or  to  persons  who, 
exiled  for  ever  from  their  country,  came  thither  in 
search  of  a  secure  asylum.^  At  length  it  was  pro- 
mised to  those  who  should  render  services  to  the 
state  ;">  and  as  nothing  can  be  more  honourable  than 
to  excite  the  gratitude  of  an  enlightened  nation,  no 
sooner  was  this  privilege  offered  as  the  reward  of 
merit,  than  it  became  the  object  of  the  ambition  eveii 
of  sovereigns,  who  reflected  new  lustre  on  it  when 
they  succeeded,  and  still  greater  when  they  were 
unable  to  obtain  the  distinction.  It  was  formerly  re- 
vised to  Perdiccas,  kingof  Macedon,  who  was  worthy 
of  the  honour ;'  and  since  granted  with  more  facility' 
to  Evagoras  king  of  Cyprus,  DtcHiysius  king  of  Syra- 
cuse, and  other  princes.  It  was  ardently  sought  after 
so  long  as  the  Athenians  rigorously  observed  the 
lawstoprevent  its  beingtoo  easily  obtained.  For  by 
these  laws  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the  candidate  be 
adopted  by  a  decree  of  the  people ;  this  decree  must 
be  confirmed  by  an  assembly  in  which  six  thousand 
citizens  give  their  suffrages  by  ballot ;  and  this  double 
election  may  be  objected  to  by  the  lowest  of  the  Athe- 
nians, and  undergo  the  examination  of  a  tribunal  em- 
powered to  correct  even  the  judgment  of  the  people.* 
These  precautions,  of  late  too  much  neglected^ 
have  not  prevented  persons  from  attaining  the  rank 

P  Plut.  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  91.  ">  Demosth.  in  Neaer.  p.  861. 

'  Id.  de  Ord.  Rep.  p.  126.  Meurs.  de  Fort.  Athen.  p.  1702^ 
^  Epist.  Pbil.  ad  Athen.  in  Oper.  Demosth.  p.  115.  Isocr.  in 
£vag.  t.  ii.  ip.  97.         *■  Demosth.  in  Nesr.  p.  875. 
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of  citizeiifii^  vrho  have  been  a  disg'taee  to  the  title/ 
and  \thme  example  will  eventually  justify  still  more 
dishonourable  elections. 

AfhOn^  the  citizens  of  Athens  it  is  estimated 
(hat  therte  are  tw^^nty  thousand  men  able  to  beat* 
arttts.' 

All  those  who  are  distinguished  by  their  wealth, 
birth,  viitttes,  or  knowledge/  form  here,  as  in  al- 
most every  feountry,  the  principal  class  of  citizens, 
who  rtttiy  be  called  the  higher  class. 

This  comprises  men  of  fortune,  because  they 
support  the  burthens  of  the  state  ;  and  the  virtuous 
and  enlightened,  because  they  chiefly  contribute  to 
its  preservation  and  glcwy.  As  tot  birth,  it  is  re^ 
spected,  from  a  presumption  that  it  transmits  from 
father  to  son  tobire  noble  sentiments,  and  a  more 
ardent  patriotism,  than  can  be  found  in  vulgar  minds.' 

Particular  regard,  therefore,  is  paid  to  fiimilies 
which  claim  their  descent  from  the  gods,  the  kings  of 
Athens,  or  the  ancient  heroes  of  Greece ;  and  still 
more  to  the  families  whose  founders  have  displayed 
examples  of  distinguished  virtue,  filled  the  chief 
offices  of .  magistracy,  gained  battles,  or  obtained 
crowns  in  the  public  games.* 

■  Id.  de  Rep.  Ordin.  p.  126.  *  Plat,  in  Crit.  t.  iii.  p.  112, 

Demosth.  in  Aristog.  p.  836.  Plut.  in  Pericl.  t.  i.  p.  172.  Phil^ 
ap.  Schol.  Pind.  Olymp.  0.  ▼.  67.  Id.  ap.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in 
Vesp.  V.  716.  Clesicl.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  6.  c.  20.  p.  272.  '  Arist. 
de  Rep.  lib.  4.  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  368.  Herald.  Animadv.  in  Salm« 
Observ.  lib.  3.  p.  252.  *  Arist.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  c.  13.  t.  ii.  p.  353*. 
Id,  Rhetor,  lib.  I.e.  0.  t.  iL  p.  532.  *  Plat.  ap.  Diog.  Laert. 

lib.  3.  §  88.     Arist.  Rhetor,  lib.  1.  c.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  622. 
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Some  trace  back  their  origin  to  the  remotest  ages. 
For  more  than  one  thousand  years  past^  the  house 
of  the  Eumolpidae  has  been  in  possession  of  the 
priesthood  of  Ceres  Elewinia,^  and  that  of  the  Eteo- 
butadffi  of  the  priesthood  of  Minerva/  Others  have 
as  extensive  pretensions,  and  to  give  weight  to  them 
invent  genealogies,*  which  few  take  the  trouble  to 
invalidate.  For  this  higher  class  form  no  distinct 
body ;  they  enjoy  no  peculiar  privilege  nor  prece- 
dency ;  but  their  education  gives  them  a  claim  to 
the;  first  places,  and  the  public  opinion  facilitates 
their  attaining  them. 

The  city  of  Athens  contains,  exclusive  of  the 
slaves,  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  inhabitants.'' 


d 


^  Hesych.  in  EhfioXw.  *^  Id.  Harpocr.  et  Suid.  in  *Er£o/3, 

SchoU  Aristoph.  in  Av.  v.  284.      ^  Aridtoph.  in  Eccles.  v.  1 124. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Meeting  of  the  Academy. 

1.  HAD  now  been  some  days  at  Athens^  and  had 
taken  a  rapid  view  of  the  curiosities  it  contains. 
When  this  ardour  was  somewhat  abated^  Apollodo- 
rus,  my  host/ proposed  to  me  to  pay  another  visit  to 
the  Academy.* 

We  crossed  a  quarter  of  the  city  called  the  Cera- 
micus^  or  Tile  Grounds ;  and  thence,  g^^^S  ^"^  % 
the  gate  Dipylon^  we  came  into  fields  called  likewise 
Ceramicus/and  observed,  as  we  went  along,  a  num- 
ber of  tombs  ;^  for  no  person  is  allowed  to  be  buried 
in  the  city.^  The  citizens  in  general  have  their  places 
of  sepulture  at  their  country  houses/  or  in  quarters 
allotted  them  without  the  walls.  The  Ceramicus  is 
set  apart  for  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle.*"  Among 
these  tombs  we  see  those  of  Pericles  and  some  other 
Athenians  who  did  not  die  in  arms,  but  whom  their 
country  has  thought  deserving  of  the  most  distin- 
guished honours.' 

*  See  the  plan  of-  the  academy.  '  Meurs.  Cerarh;  Gem. 

(B.  19.         »  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  29.  p.  70.  ^  Cicer.  Epist.  ad 

Fam.  lib,  4.  epist.  12.  t.  vii.  p.  139.  *  Demosth.  in  Macart. 

p.  1040.  et  in  Callicl.  p.  1117.  ^  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  c.  34. 
*  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  29.  p.  71. 
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The  academy  is  only  at  the  distance  of  six  stadia*  * 
from  the  city.  It  is  a  large  enclosure  of  ground^ 
formerly  the  property  of  a  citizen  of  Athens  named 
Academus.""  At  present  it  contains  a  gymnasium, 
and  a  garden  surrounded  by  walls/  adorned  with 
delightful  covered  walks/  and  embellished  by  waters 
which  flow  under  the  shade  of  the  plane  and  various 
other  kinds  of  trees. "^  At  the  entrance  is  the  altar 
of  Love,  and  the  statue  of  that  god ;'  and  within^ 
the  altars  of  several  other  deities.  Not  far  from 
hence  Plato  has  fixed  his  residence^  near  a  small 
temple^  which  he  has  dedicated  to  the  Muses^  and 
on  a  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  himself.*  He 
comes  every  day  to  the  Academy,  where  we  found 
him  in  the  midst  of  his  disciples,  and  I  instantly  felt 
myself  inspired  with  that  respect  which  every  one 
must  feel  in  his  presence.^ 

Though  about  sixty-eight  years  old,  he  still  re- 
tainepl  a  fresh  and  animated  complexion.  Nature 
had  bestowed  on  him  a  robust  body.  His  long 
voyages  had  impaired  his  health ;  but  this  he  had 
restored  by  a  strict  attention  to  regimen  :"  and  he 
was  no  otherwise  affected  than  by  a  habit  of  me- 
lancholy; a  habit  common  to  him,  with  Socrates, 
Empedocles,  and  other  illustrious  men.* 

*  A  quarter  of  a  league.  ^  Cicer.  de  Finib.  li<b.  6*  c.  1. 1*  iU 
p.  196.  "  Hesych.  et  Suid.  in  Aica^.  •»  Suid.  in  to  lifirapx* 
p  Plut:  in  Cim.  t.  i.  p.  487.  ^  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Nub.  v.  1001. 
'  Pausaa.  lib.  1,  c.  30.  » Plut.  de  Jlxil.'t.  ii.  p.  603.     Laprt. 

in  Plat  lib.  3.  §  5  et  20.  Id.  in  Spens.  lib.  4.  c.  8.  $  1.       ^  JEliau. 
Var.  Hist.  lib.  2.  c.  IQ.  »  Senec.  epist.  58.        *  Arist.  Probl. 

sect.  30.  t.  ii.  p.  815.    Plut.  in  Lysand.  t,  i.  p.  434. 
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He  had  regular  features,  a  serious  air/  eyes  full 
of  mildneggi/  an  open  forehead  without  hair^*  a  wide 
chesty  high  shoulders,**  great  dignity  in  his  demea- 
nour, gravity  in  his  gait,  and  modesty  in  the  whole 
of  his  appearance.*" 

He  received  me  with  unaffected  politeness,  and 
pronounced  so  handsome  an  eulogium  on  the  philo- 
sopher Anacharsis,  whose  descendant  I  am,  that  I 
blushed  at  bearing  the  same  name.  He  expressed 
himself  slowly,^  but  the  graces  and  persuasion  seemed 
to  flow  from  his  lips.  As  I  became  afterwards  more 
particularly  acquainted  with  him,  his  name  will  often 
appear  in  my  narative.  I  shall  only  here  add  a  few 
particulars  which  I  now  learned  from  ApoUodorus. 

The  mother  of  Plato,  said  he,  was  of  the  same 
feinily  with  Solon,  our  legislator,  and  his  father  de- 
rived his  descent  from  Codrus,  the  last  of  our  kings/ 
who  died  about  seven  hundred  years  ago.  In  bis 
youth,  painting,  music,  and  the  various  exercises  of 
the  gymnasium,  employed  the  whole  of  his  time/ 
As  he  was  born  mth  a  vigorous  and  brilliant  imagi- 
nation, he  composed  dithyrambics,  tried  his  powers  in 
epic  poetry,  compared  his  verses  with  those  of  Homer, 
and  committed  them  to  the  flames.^^  Imagining  that 
the  theatre  might  indemnify  him  for  this  sacrifice,  he 
wrote  some  tragedies  ;  but,  whilst  the  actors  were 


1  Laert.  lib.  3.  §  28.  » -ffllian.  Var,  Hist.  lib.  2.   c.  10. 

•  Nearth.  apud  Laert.  lib.  8.  §  4.  ^  Suid.  in  n\ar.     Spi>ec. 

epist.  58.  ^  ^lian.  lib.  3.  c.  19.     Schol.  Aristopb.  in  Nub. 

T.  361.  *  Laert.  lib.  3.  §  5.  *  lb.  §  J.     Suid.  m  HXar. 

'  Laert.  ib.  §  4  et  6.         »  M\.  Van  Hist.  1. 2.  c,  SO.        *  While 
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preparing  them  for  representation,  he  became  dc^ 
quainted  with  Socrates,  suppressed  his  pfeces,  and 
devoted  liimself  entirely  to  the  study  of  philosophy .*• 
He  now  felt  an  ardent  desire  to  make  himself 
useful  to  mankind.*  The  Peloponnesian  warhad  de- 
stroyed every  principle  of  virtue,  and  corrupted  the 
public  manners.  The  glory  of  restoringthem  excited 
his  ambition.  Agitated  night  and  day  by  this  sublime 
idea,  he  waited  with  impatience  for  the  moment, 
when,  invested  with  the  functions  of  magistracy,  he 
should  have  it  in  his  power  to  display  his  zeal  and 
talents ;  but  the  rude  shocks  which  the  republic  had 
met  with  in  the  latter  years  of  the  war,  those  frequent 
revolutions  which  in  so  short  a  time  exhibited  tyranny 
under  forms  daily  more  terrific^  the  death  of  Socrates, 
his  master  and  his  friend,  and  the  reflection  that  such 
a  series  of  ievents  gave  rise  to  in  his  mind,  soon  con- 
vinced him  that  all  governments  labour  under  incur- 
able disorders ;'  that  the  affairs  of  mortals,  if  we  may 
so  speak,  are  desperate;  and  that  they  vrill  never 
know  happiness  till  philosophy  shall  take  them  under 
her  guidance.*'  Abandoning,  therefore,  his  project, 
he  resolved  to  increase  his  stock  of  knowledge,  and 
to  dedicate  his  acquirements  to  the  instruction  of  his 

throwing  them   into   the  fire,    he  parodied   this   verse  of  Ho- 
mer— 

"  Vidcan,  draw  near,  HU  Thetis  asArs  ymtr  aid ;" 
Varying  it  thus— - 

"  Vulcan,  draw  near,  His  Plato  asks  your  aidj*^ 
Horn.  II.  18.  V.  392.     Eust.  t.  ii.  p.  1149.     Laert.  lib.  3.  §  4et  5. 
^  Laert.  lib.  3.  §  5.         ^  Plat,  epist.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  324.  ^  PJat. 

epist.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  326. 
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country.  With  this  view  he  travelled  to  Megard^  into 
Italy,  Cyrtnaica,  and  Egypt,  and  wherever  the  human 
miiid  had  made  any  progress  in  improvement.' 

He  was  about  forty  years  of  age™  when  he  under- 
took his  voyage  to  Sicily^  to  visit  Mount  iEtna." 
Dionysius,  tyrant  of  Syracuse,  Was  desirous  of  dis-" 
coursing  with  him.     The  conversation  turned  on 
happiness^  justice,  and  real  greatness.  Plato  having 
maintained  that  no  human  being  qould  be  so  abject 
and  wretched  as  an  unjust  prince,  Dionysius  eX'^ 
claimed  in  a  rage :    ^'  You  speak  like  a  dotard !" — 
''  And  you  like  a  tyrant/'  answered  Plato.  Thisre-* 
tort  had  nearly  cost  him  his  life.     Dionysius  would 
not  suffer  him  to  go  on  board  a  galley  returning  into 
Greece^  until  he  had  made  the  captain  promise  to 
throw  him  into  the  sea,  or  sell  him  for  a  slave.    He 
was  sold,  ransomed>and  brought  back  to  his  country. 
Some  time  after,  the  king  of  Syracuse,  incapable  of 
remorse,  but  desirous  not  to  lose  the  good  opinion  of 
the  Greeks,  wrote  to  him,  and  having  requested  him 
to  spare  him  in  his  discourses,  received  only  this 
contemptuous  answer :  ^'  I  have  not  leisure  to  re- 
member Dionysius."** 

On  his  return,  Plato  entered  on  a  mode  of  life 
from  which  he  has  never  deviated.  He  has  persisted 
in  abstaining  from  all  public  affairs,  because,  accord- 

ing  to  him,  we  are  no  longer  capable  of  being  con- 

« 

*  Id.  ibid.  Cicer.  de  Finib,  lib.  6.  c.  29.  t  ii.  p.  228.  Laert. 
lib.  3.  §  6.  Quintil.  lib.  1.  c.  12.  p.  81.  »  Plat.  ibid.  p.  324. 
"  Plut  io  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  959.      liaert.  lib.  3.  §  18.  <»  Laert. 

.  lib.  3.  §  19  et  21. 
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dieted  to  good,  either  by  persuasion  or  by  force  ;p  but, 
collecting  the  scattered  rays  of  knowledge,  which  he 
found  ill  the  countries  he  has  visited,  and  reconciling, 
as  fiir  as  is  practicable,  the  opinions  of  preceding 
philosophers,  he  has  composed  a  system  which  he 
explains  in  his  writings  and  his  conferences.  His 
works  are  in  the  form  of  dialogues.  Socrates  is  the 
principal  speaker;  and  it  is  alleged,  that  under  the 
sanction  of  his  name,  he  has  given  the  worid  many 
ideas  which  he  himself  has  conceived  or  adopted.^ 

His  merit  has  created  him  enemies,  and  he  has 
drawn  others  upon  himself  by  the  poignant  irony 
scattered  through  his  pToductions  against  several 
celebrated  authors.'  He  puts  it,  it  U  true,  into  the 
mouth  of  Socrates;  but  the  address  with  which  he 
handles  it,  and  different  anecdotes  of  him  which 
mi^ht  be  adduced,  prove  that,  in  his  youth  at  least, 
he  had  no  small  propensity  to  satire .''  His  enemies 
however  do  not  disturb  that  tranquillity  which  his 
success  or  his  virtues  maintain  within  his  heart.  For 
he  really  possesses  virtues,  some  which  he  has  re- 
ceived from  nature,  and  others  which  he  has  had  the 
courage  to  acquire.  He  was  born  impetuous ;  at 
present  he  is  the  mildest  and  most  patient  of  men.* 
The  love  of  glory  or  celebrity  seems  to  me  his  pre- 
dominant, or  rather  his  only  passion ;  and  I  am  apt 
to  think,  that  he  experiences  that  jealousy  of  which 

P  Cicer.  Epist.  ad  Famil.  lib.  1.  epist.  9.  t.  vii.  *»  Senec. 

epist.  6.  Laert.  lib.  3.  c.  36.  '  Atben.  lib.  11.  p.  505.  "Id. 
ibid.  '  Senec.  de  M,  lib.  3.  p.  114.  Plut.  t.  ii.  p.  10  et  551. 
Athen.  lib.  2.  p.  59. 
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he  is  himself  so  frequently  the  object*  Difficult  and 
reserved  towards  those  who  press  forward  in  the  same 
tracts  open  and  communicative  to  those  whom  he 
himself  conducts,  he  has  lived  with  theother  disciples 
of  Socrates  on  terms  of  restraint  or  enmity/ but  with 
his  own  in  the  utmost  fiimiliarity  and  confidence, 
unremittingly  attentive  to  their  progress  as  well  as  to 
their  deficiencies,  without  weakness  and  without  au- 
sterity directing  their  propensities  towards  worthy 
objects/  and  correcting  them  by  his  example  rather 
than  by  his  precepts*"  On  their  side,  his  disciples 
carry  their  respect  even  to  idolatry,  and  their  admi- 
ration to  fanaticism.  Nay,  you  will  see  some  of  them 
afibct  high  and  round  shoulders,  that  they  may  have 
some  resemblance  to  their  master  :*  like  the  courtiers 
in  Ethiopia,  who,  when  the  sovereign  has  some  de- 
fect in  his  person,  scruple  not  to  mutilate  themselves 
to  have  the  honour  of  similitude.^  Such  are  the 
leading  features  of  his  life  and  character.  You  will 
hereafter  be  better  able  to  judge  of  his  doctrine,  his 
eloquence,  and  his  daring  and  eccentric  flights. 

Apollodorus,  as  he  concluded,  perceived  that  I 
was  looking  with  surprise  at  a  tolerably  handsome 
Woman,  who  had  introduced  herself  among  the  dis- 
ciples oiF  Hato.  Her  name  is  Laisthenia,  said  he ; 
she  is  a  courtezan  of  Mantinea  in  Arcadia;''  the  love 

"  Athen.  lib.  1 1  *  p..  5Q6.  *  Laert.  lib.  3.  c.  34,  &c.  '  Plut 
de  Sanit.  Tuend.  t.  ii.  p.  186.  '  Plut  de  Adulat  t.ii.  p.  71. 

•  Id.  de  Aud.  Poet.  t.  ii.  p.  26.  et  de  Adulat.  p.  53.  •»  Diod. 

Sic.  lib.  3.  p.  146.  ""  Lagrt.  in  Piut«  lib.  3.  §  46 ;  in  Speusipp. 
lib.  4.  §  2. 
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of  philosophy  first  brought  her  to  this  place :  but  she 
is  suspected  of  being  retained  here  by  a  passion  for 
Speusippus^  Plato's  nephew,  who  is  sitting  by  her.* 
He  pointed  out  to  my  notice,  at  the  same  time^  a 
young  Arcadian  girl^  named  Axiothea^  who,  after 
reading  one  of  the  dialogues  of  Plato,  had  quitted 
every  thing,  even  to  her  female  dress,  to  come  and 
attend  the  lectures  of  the  philosopher.*  He  named 
other  women  to  me,  who  had  done  the  same  by 
means  of  a  similar  disguise.^ 

And  who  is  that  meagre,  lank  young  man,  said  I, 
near  Plato,  who  lisps,  and  whose  little  eyes  are  full 
of  fire  ?* — That,  replied  he,  is  Aristotle  of  Stagira, 
the  son  of  Nicomachus  the  physician,  and  the 
.friend  of  Amyntas  king  of  Macedon.**  Nicomachus 
left  a  considerable  fortune  to  his  son,*  who  came  to 
settle  among  us  about  five  years  ago,  being  then 
about  seventeen  or  eighteen.^  I  know  no  person 
with  so  powerful  an  understanding,  or  more  as-, 
siduous  in  his  application.  Plato  distinguishes  him 
from  bis  other  disciples,  and  finds  nothing  to  cen- 
sure in  him  but  too  much  attention  to  dress.' 

He  whom  you  see  near  Aristotle,  continued  Apol- 
lodorus,  is  Xenocrates  of  Chalcedon,  a  heavy  genius, 
and  destitute  of  every  thing  pleasing  in  his  manner, 
Plato  frequently   exhorts  him   to  sacrifice  to  the 

^  Athen.  lib.  7.  p.  279.  lib.  12.  p.  546.  *  Laert.  in  Plat.  lib.  3. 
c.  46.    Themist.  orat.  23.  p.  295.  ^Menag.  in  Laert.  p.  155, 

«  Laert.  in  Arist.  lib.  5.  §  1.  Plut.  de  Aud.  Poet.  t.  ii.  p.  26. 
"» Snid.  in  Niico/i.  *  JElian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  5.  c.  9.  ^  ApoU. 
ap.  Laert.  lib.  5.  c.  9.  Dionys.  Halic.  Epiat.  ad  Amm.  t.  vi.  p* 
728.  *  Laert,  lib.  5.  c.  1.     iElian.  lib.  3.  c.  19. 
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Graces.  Of  him  and  Aristotle  he  says^  that  the  one 
has  need  of  the  rein,  and  the  other  of  the  spur." 
Plato  was  one  day  informed  that  Xenocrates  had 
spoken  ill  of  him.  I  do  not  believe  it,  said  he.  The 
person  insisted  on  the  truth  of  what  he  had  affirmed, 
but  he  would  not  be  convinced ;  proofs  were  offered : 
^^No/'  replied  he,  ^^it  is  impossible  that  I  should  not 
be  beloved  by  one  whom  I  love  so  affectionately/"* 

What  is  the  name,  said  I,  of  that  other  young 
man,  who  appears  to  be  Of  so  delicate  a  constitution, 
and  who  now  and  then  shrugs  up  his  shoulders  ?"* — 
That  is  Demosthenes,  said  ApoUodorus.  He  is  of  a 
good  family ;  his  father,  whom  he  lost  when  seven 
years  old,  employed  a  considerable  number  of  slaves 
in  the  manufacturing  of  swords  and  furniture  of  dif- 
ferent kinds. ^  He  has  just  gained  a  law-suit  against 
his  guardians,  who  attempted  to  defraud  him  of  part 
of  his  property,  and  pleaded  his  own  cause,  though 
he  is  scarcely  seventeen.**  His  companions,  jealous, 
no  doubt,  of  his  success,  give  him  the  nickname  of 
serpent,'  and  lavish  other  disgraceful  epithets  on  him, 
which  he  seems  to  draw  upon  himself  by  the  harsh- 
ness that  he  manifests  towards  others.'  He  intends 
to  devote  himself  to  the  bar,  and  with  this  view  fre- 
quents the  school  of  Isaeus,  rather  than  that  of 
Isocrates,  the  eloquence  of  the  former  appearing  to 

■•  Laert.  in  Xenocr.  lib.  4.  §  6.  "  Val.  Max.  lib.  4.  in 

extern,  c.  1*  <»  Plut.  X.  Orat.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  844.  p  Demosth. 
in  Aphob.  1.  p.  896.  ^Demosth.  in  Aphob.  1.  p.  895;  et  in 
Onetor.  p.  9^1.  '  Said,  in  Aij/x.     Mschin.  in  Tim.  p.  280,  et 

de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  410.        '  Plut.  X.  Orat.  Yit,  t.  ii.  p.  847. 
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him  more  nervous  than  that  of  the  latter.  Nature 
has  given  him  a  feeble  voice^  a  difficult  respiration^ 
and  a  disagreeable  mode  of  utterance  ;^  but  she  has 
endowed  him  with  one  of  those  determined  minds 
which  are  only  stimulated  by  obstacles.  His  object 
in  frequenting  this  place  is  at  once  to  acquire  the 
principles  6f  philosophy^  and  to  improve  himself  in 
eloquence." 

The  three  pupils  you  see  near  Demosthenes. are 
attracted  by  the  same  motive.  The  one  is  named 
iEschines ;  that  young  man  who  appears  so  florid  and 
healthy*  fiom  in  an  obscure,  condition^  he  exercised, 
in  his  childhood,  not  very  honourable  functions;' 
and,  possessing  a  iiiie  and  sonorous  voice,  Ivas  next 
brought  upon  the  stage,  where  he  appeared  how- 
ever only  in  subordinate  characters.'  His  inind  is 
not  destitute  of  graces,  and  he  cultivates  poetry  with 
some  Success.*  The  name  of  the  second  is  Hyperi- 
des,^  and  that  of  the  third  Lycurgus.  The  latter  is 
one  of  the  most  ancient  families  of  the  republic.*' 

All  those  Whom  ApoUodorus  had  named  to  me 
have  since  distinguished  themselves;  some  by  their 
doqtience,  others  by  their  conduct,  and  almost  all  of 
them  by  a  determined  hatred,  of  servitude.  I  saw 
many  foreigners  likewise,  who  listened  with  the 
deepest  attention  to  the  maxims  of  Plato  concerning 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  844.  "  Cicer.  de  Oral.  lib.  1.  c.  20.  t-  i.  p.  149. 
Id.  in  Brut.  c.  SI.  t.  i.  p.  J63.  Id.  Orat.  c.  4.  p.  423.  ^  Plut* 
X.  Orat.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  840.  ^  Demostb.   de  Fals.  Legat.  p. 

3t3,  kc.   Id.  de  CoronL  p»  515  et  516.       *  Vit.  iEschin.  p.  41. 
Plut.  ibid.  '  *  iEschin.  in  Timarch.  p.  281.  **  Plut  ibid, 

p.  848.  *^  Id.  ibid.  p.  841. 
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justice  and  liberty;  but  who^  after  displaying  some 
virtues^  on  their  return,  either  attempted  to  enslave^ 
or  actually  succeeded  in  imposing  chains  upon  their 
country:*  tyrants  the  more  dangerous,  as  they  were 
educated  in  the  detestation  of  tyranny* 

Sometimes  Plato  would,  read  his  works  to  his  dis- 
ciples f  at  others  he  proposed  a  question  to  them, 
allowing  them  time  to  meditate,  and  accustomed 
them  to  define  with  accuracy  the  ideas  they  annexed 
to  words/  He»  usually  gave  his  lessons  in  the  walks 
of  the  Academy ;«  for  he  held  walking  to  be  more 
conducive  to  health  than  the  violent  exercises  of  the 
gymnasium.^  His  former  scholars,  his  friends,  nay, 
even  his  enemies,  often  came  to  hear  him,  and  others 
were  attracted  by  the  natural  beauties  of  the  place. 

I  saw  a  man  arrive  there^  of  about  five  ai;id  forty 
years  of  age,*  without  shoes'"  or  tunic,  with  along 
beard,  a  staff  in  his  hand,  a  wallet  over  his  shoulders, 
and  a  cloak,'  under  which  he  held  a  live  cock  stripped 
of  its  feathers.  This  he  threw  into  the  middle  of  the 
assembly,  saying,  '^Behold  the  man  of  Plato !"""  and 
instantly  disappeared.  Plato  smiled.''  His  disciples 
appeared  to  be  much  offended.  Apollodoru&said  to 
me,  Plato  had  defined  man  to  be  a  two-footed  animal 
without  feathers,  and  Diogenes  has  taken  this  method 
to  ridicule  the  definition  as  inaccurate. — ^I  took  this 

*  Athen.  lib.  11.  c.  16.  p.  508.  *  Laert.  lib.  »,  §  37. 

^Epicr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  2.  c.  18.  p.  59.  *  Laert.  in  Plat.  lib.  3. 
§  27.     iElian.  lib.  3.  c.  19.  ^  Plat,  in  Phaed.  t.  iii.  p.  227. 

<  Laert.  lib.  6.  §  76  at  79.  ^  Dion.  Chrysost.  oraf  6.  p.  89. 

'  Laert.  ibid.  §  22  at  23.  "  Id.  ibid.  §  40.  "  Epicr.  ap. 

Athen.  lib.  2.  p.  59. 
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^tranger^  said  1,  for  one  of  those  importunate  beggars 
to  be  met  with  in  every  opulent  and  polished  nation. 
—He  does  indeed  beg  sometimes,  answered  my  com- 
panion^ but  not  always  from  want.  Observing  my 
surprise  increase^  Let  us  sit  down^  said  he^  under 
this  plane-tree;  I  will  give  you  his  history  in  a  few 
words,  and  make  you  acquainted  with  some  cele- 
brated Athenians  whom  I  see  in  the  adjoining  walks. 
We  sat  down  facing  a  tower,  named  after  Timon 
the  misanthropist/  and  a  rising  ground,  covered 
with  verdure  and  houses,  called  Colonos.^ 

About  the  time  that  Plato  opened  his  school  at  the 
Academy,  resumed  Apollodorus,  Antisthenes,  another 
disciple  of  Socrates,  established  one,  likewise,  on  an 
eminence  situate  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  city."^ 
This'  philosopher  laboured,  during  his  youth,  to 
make  an  external  display  of  the  most  rigid  virtue ; 
and  Socrates,  penetrating  his  intentions,  one  day  said 
to  him :  Antisthenes,  I  see  your  vanity  through  the 
rents  in  your  garment/  His  master  had  taught  him 
that  happiness  consists  in  virtue:  and  he  made  virtue 
consist  in  a  contempt  of  riches  and  enjoyments  ;*  and, 
to  enforce  his  maxijns,  appeared  in  public  with  a 
staff,  and  wallet  over  his  shoulders,  like  one  of  those 
unhappy  mendicants  who  expose  flieir  wretchedness 
to  passengers.^  The  singularity  of  this  sight  pro- 
cured him  disciples,  who  remained  attached  to  him 
for  some  time  by  his  eloquence."  But  the  austerities 

•  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  30.  p  Cicer.  de  Fin.  lib.  5.  c.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  197. 
*»  Laert.  in  Antistb,  lib.  6.  §  13.         ""  Id.  ibid.  §  8.  *  Id.  ibid. 

1^  3.         *  Laert.  in  Antisth.  lib.  6.  §  13.         -  Id.  ibid.  $  14. 
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he  prescribed  made  them  gradually  disappear^  and^ 
disgusted  at  this  desertion^  he  shut  up  his  school.* 
Diogenes  now  made  his  appearance  in  this  city. 
He  had  been  banished  from  Synope,  his  native  coun- 
try^ with  hisfetherj  accused  of  coining/  After  a  long 
resistance/  Antisthenes  imparted  to  him  his  princi- 
ples, and  Diogenes  presently  gave  them  a  greater  ex- 
tent. Antisthenes  sought  to  correct  the  passions, 
Diogenes  to  destroy  them.  The  wise  man,  to  become 
happy,  should,  according  to  him,  render  himself  in- 
dependent of  fortune,  of  mankind,  and  of  himself:  of 
fortune,  by  braving  alike  her  favours  and  caprices ;  of 
men,  by  divesting  himself  of  prejudices;  and  de- 
spising customs  and  even  laws,  when  not  conform- 
able to  his  understanding;  of  himself,  by  labouring 
to  fortify  his  body  against  the  rigour  of  the  seasons, 
and  his  mind  against  the  allurements  of  pleasure.  He 
sometimes  says :  "  I  am  poor,  a  vagabond,  without 
country,  without  asylum,  and  compelled  to  live  as  I 
can  from  one  day  to  another;  but  I  oppose  courage 
to  fortune,  nature  to  the  laws,  and  reason  to  the  pas- 
sions."* From  these  principles,  which  in  their  respec- 
tive consequences  may  lead  men  to  the  summit  of 
perfection,  or.  plunge  them  into  every  species  of  dis- 
order,* results  a  contempt  for  riches,  honours,  glory, 
the  distinction  of  ranks,  the  decorum  of  society,  the 

*  iElian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  10.  c.  16.  ^  Laert.  in  Diog.  lib.  6. 
§  20.  » Id.  ibid.  §  21.  iElian.  ibid.  *  Laert.  lib.  6.  c.  38. 
jElian.  lib.  3.  c.  29.  *  Antisthenes  and  Diogenes  were  the 
founders  of  the  Cynic  school,  and  this  school  gave  rise  to  that  of 
the  Stoics.     Cicer.  deOrat.  lib.  3.  c.  17.  t.  i.  p.  295. 
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arts  and  sciences^  and  bI\  the  comforts  and  embellish- 
ments of  life.^  The  man  created  in  the  imagination 
of  Diogenes^  and  whom  he  sometimes  goes  in  search 
of  with  a  lantern ;""  that  being,  foreign  to  every  sur- 
rounding object,  and  inaccessible  to  every  thingthat 
gratifies  the  senses,  who  styles  himself  a  citizen  of  the 
world,  though  he  claims  not  that  relation  to  his  native 
land;  that  man  would  be  as  wretched  as  unprofitable 
in  polished  societies,  and  never  did  exist  even  prior 
to  their  origin.  Diogenes  imagines  he  can  discover 
some  faint  resemblance  of  him  among  the  Spartans : 
*'  I  have  found  men  no  where,*'  said  he ;  ^'^  but  I 
have  seen  children  at  Lacedssmon/"^ 

To  represent  in  his  own  person  the  man  of  his 
idea,  he  has  undergone  the  rudest  trials,  and  emanci- 
pated himsMf  from  every  species  of  constraint.  You 
will  see  him  struggling  against  hunger,  appeasing  it 
with  the  grossest  aliments,  refusing  to  gratify  it  at 
entertainments  where  the  table  is  covered  with  abun- 
dance; stretching  out  his  hands  for  alms  to  passen- 
gers ;''at  night  shutting  himself  up  in  a  tub ;  exposing 
his  body  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  under  the 
portico  of  a  temple  ;^  rolling  himself  in  summer  on  the 
burning  sand,  and  in  winter  walking  with  naked  feet, 
amid  the  snow  ;^  satisfying  all  the  wants  of  nature  in 
public,  and  in  places  frequented  by  the  dregs  of  the 
people  ;**  courageously  braving  and  encouraging  ridi- 

*  LagrU  lib.  6.  §  28;  71,  72,  et  73.         Md.  ibid.§  41.  *  Id. 

ibid,  i  27.        •  Id.  ibid.  §  67.         '  Id,  ibid.  §  22  et  23.  « Id. 

ibid.  §  23  et  34.  ^  Id.  ibid.  §  22  et  26.  iElian.  Var.  Hist, 
lib.  9.  c.  19. 
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cule>  insults^  and  injustice;  acting  in  opposition  to 
established  customs^  even  in  things  the  most  indif- 
ferent; and  daily  exhibiting  scenes  which^  whilst  they 
excite  the  contempt  of  sensible  men^  reveal  but  too 
plainly  to  their  eyes  the  secret  motives  ^at influenced 
his  conduct.  I  one  day  saw  him^  during  a  severe 
frosty  embrkcing^  half  naked^  a  brazen  statue.  A 
Lacedaemonian  asked  him  if  he  suffered  pain  ?  No, 
said  the  philosopher.  What  merit  is  there  then  in 
what  you  do?  replied  the  Lacedaemonian.* 

Diogenes^  possesses  depth  of  understandings  firm- 
ness of  minds  ^^^  hveliness  of  character.  He  de- 
livers' his  doctrines  with  such  perspicuity^  and  ex* 
plains  them  with  so  much  energy^  that  strangers  have 
been  ^een  to  listen  to  him^  and  instantly  abandon  all 
to  fdlow^  him.^  Believing  himself  destined  to  reform 
mankinds  he  treats  them  without  the  smallest  de« 
ference.  His  system  leads  him' to  inveigh  against  vices 
and  abusess  smd  his  character  unrelentingly  to  pur- 
sue those  who  are  guilty  of  them.  He  never  ceases 
to  attack  them  with  the  weapons  of  satire^  and  an 
irony  a  thousand  times  more  formidable.  The  free- 
dom that  reigns  in  his  discourses  renders  him  agree- 
able to  the  people.*  He  is  admitted  into  good  com- 
pany^ which  he  serves  to  enliven  by  ready  repartees," 
sometimes  happily  hit  off^  and  at  all  times  frequent^ 
for  he  hesitates  at  nothing.  Young  people  court  his 
company  to  make  trials  of  pleasantry^  and  avenge 
themselves  of  his  superiority  by  insults/  which  he 

*  Plut.  in  Apopht.  t.  ii.  p.  223.         *  LaSrt.  lib.  6.  §  75.         '  Id. 
ibid.  §  43.         »  Id.  ibid.  §  74.         "  Id.  ibid.  §  33  et  41. 
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supports  with  the  most  mortifying  tranquillity.  I 
have  often  seen  him  reproach  them  with  expressions 
and  actions  that  put  modesty  to  the  blush,""  which  in- 
clines me  to  believe  that  he  has  never  himself  been 
guilty  of  those  excesses  his  enemies  impute  to  him.' 
His  indecency  lies  rather  in  the  manner  than  in  any 
thing  really  offensive  to  good  morals.'i  Eminent  ta- 
lents^ great  virtues,  and  prodigious  efforts,  will  never 
make  more  of  him  than  a  singular  man ;  and  I  shall 
always  subscribe  to  the  judgment  of  Plato,  who  said 
of  him :  "  He  is  Socrates  in  a  phrensy."' 

At  this  moment  we  saw  a  man  pass,  who  was 
walking  slowly  at  a  small  distance  from  us.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  about  forty^  and  had  a  melancholy  and 
pensive  air,  with  his  hand  in  his  mantle/  Though 
his  external  appearance  was  extremely  plain,  Apol- 
lodorus  flew  to  accost  him  with  a  respect  mingled 
with  admiration  and  sensibility,  and  returning 
to  sit  down  by  me:  That,  said  he,  is  Phocion, 
a  name  that  should  for  ever  awaken  in  your 
mind  the  idea  of  integrity  itself.*  His  birth  is  ob- 
scure," but  his  soul  is  truly  sublime.  He  early  fre- 
quented the  Academy  ,*whereheimbibedthose  sublime 
principles  which  have  since  guided  his  conduct ;  prin- 
ciples engraven  on  his  heart,  and  as  immutable  as 
that  truth  and  justice  from  which  they  are  derived. 

*»  Laert.  lib.  6.  §  46,  47,  65,  66,  &c.  f'Plut.  de  Stoic,  p. 
1044.  Laert.  ibid.  §  46  et  69.  ^  Brack.  Hist.  Philos.  t.  i.  p. 
881.  •  iElian.  lib.  14.  c.  33.  •  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i,  p.  743, 
*  Nep.  in  Phoc.  c.  1.  iElian.  lib.  3.  c.  47.  lib.  4.  c.  16.  Plut.  de 
Mus.  t.  ii.  p.  1131.  "  iElian.  lib.  12.  c.  43.  *  Plut.  in  Phoc 
t.  i.  p.  743. 
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On  leaving  the  Academy,  he  served  under  Cha- 
brias^  whose  impetuosity  he  moderated^  and  who  was 
in  a  great  measure  indebted  to  him  for  his  victory  at 
Naxos/  He  has  also  found  other  opportunities  to 
prove  he  possesses  great  military  talents.  In  peace 
he  cultivates  a  little  form/  that  would  scarcely  supply 
the  wants  of  a  man  the  most  moderate  in  his  desires, 
but  which  furnishes  Phocion  with  a  superfluity^  with 
which  he  alleviates  the  wants  of  others.*  He  lives 
there  with  a  spouse  worthy  of  his  love,  because  she 
merits  his  esteem ;  he  lives  there  contented  with  his 
lot,  neither  ashamed  nor  vain  of  his  poverty,  courting 
no  public  employments;*  but  accepting  them  to  dis- 
charge their  duties. 

You  vnll  never  see  him  either  laugh  or  weep,* 
though  he  is  equally  capable  of  enjoying  his  own 
happiness  and  feeling  another's  pain.  His  strength 
of  mind  is  superior  to  joy  and  grief.  Be  not  dis- 
mayed at  the  dark  cloud  that  seems  to  hang  over  his 
eyes.  Phocion  is  affable,  humane,  and  indulgent  to 
our  foibles.  He  is  rigid  and  severe  only  to  those  who 
corrupt  the  public  manners  by  their  examples,  or  ruin 
the  state  by  their  evil  counsels.* 

I  am  happy  that  chance  has,  in  so  short  an  inter- 
val, brought  within  your  view  Diogenes  and  Phocion. 
By  comparing  them,  you  will  find  that  the  former 
never  makes  a  sacrifice  to  philosophy  without  pushing 
it  too  far,  and  proclaiming  it  to  the  public ;  whilst 

'  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  744.  '  Nep.  in  Phoc. c.  1 .  •  Suii 
in  ^«ic.  ^  Plut.  ibid.  745.  «  Id.  ibid.  p.  743.  Id.  Apopbt. 
i.  ii.  p.  187.         d  Plut.  in  Phoc.  p.  743  et  746. 
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the  latter  neither  studies  to  display  nor  to  concedl  his 
virtues.  I  shall  go  farther^  and  assert  that^  at  the 
first  glance^  you  may  decide  which  of  the  two  men  is 
the  genuine  philosppher.  Phocion's  cloak  is  as  coarse 
as  that  of  Diogenes ;  but  the  cloak  of  Diogenes  is 
raggedy  and  that  of  Phocion  is  not. 

After  Phocion  came  two  Athenians^  one  of  whom 
was  remarkable  for  his  majestic  stature  and  a  com- 
manding countenance.®  Thatman^said  ApoUodorud 
to  me^  is  the  son  of  a  shoemaker/^nd  son-in-law  of 
Cotyjsi^  king  of  Thrace;^  hisnameis  Iphicrates.  The 
other  is  the  son  of  Conon^  who  was  one  of  the  greatest 
men  of  the  age,  and  is  named  Timotheus. 

Both  of  them^  placed  at  the  head  of  our  armies^ 
have,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  maintained  the  glory 
of  the  republic  f"  both  have  shewn  themselves  capable 
of  uniting  information  with  talents,  reflection  with 
experience,  and  stratagem  with  bravery.'  Iphicxates 
more  especially  distinguished  himself  by  the  strict 
discipline  he  introduced  among  our  troops,  by.  the 
prudence  that  directed  his  enterprises,  and  a  scrupu- 
lous diffidence  which  has  always  keptjiim  on  his  guard 
against  the  enemy .'^  He  was  much  indebted  to  his 
reputation ;  and  therefore,  when  marching  against 
the  barbarians,  he  said :  ^^  I  am  only  afraid  of  one 
thing ;  that  they  have  never  heard  of  Iphicrates/" 

Timotheus  is  more  active,"  more  patient,   less 

*  Nep.  in  Iphicr.c.  3.*  'Plut.  Apophtv  t.  ii.  p.  186.  ^  Nep. 
in  Iphicr.  c.  3.  ^  Id.  in  Timoth.  c.  4.  *  Polyaen.  Stratag.  1. 
3.  c,  9  et  10.  Xen,  Hist.  Graec.  p.  589.  ^  Nep.  in  Iphicr.  c.  1. 
Plut.  Apopbt.  t.  ii.  p,  187.    >  PluC  ibid.    ",  Nep.  in  Timoth.  c.  1 . 
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skilful  perhaps  in  forming  projects^  but  endowed  with 
more  constancy  and  firmness  when  they  are  to  be 
carried  into  execution.  His  enemies^  to  avoid  ac- 
knowled^ng  his  merits  accused  him  of  being  lucky^ 
and  had  him  represented  sleeping  under  a  tent^  with 
Fortune  hovering  over  his  head^  and  collecting  around 
him  cities  taken  in  a  net.  Timotheus  was  shown 
the  picture^  and  pleasantly  observed :  "  What  should 
I  not  do  then  were  I  awake  ?"■ 

Iphicrates  has  made  some  useful  changes  in  the 
arms  of  the  infantry  ."^  Timotheus  has  often  enriched 
the  exhausted  treasury  with  spoils  taken  from  the 
enemy.  It  is  tr^ie  that  he  has  a}so  enriched  himself.'' 
The  former  has  restored  sovereigns  to  their  thrones;* 
the  latter  has  compelled  the  Lacedaemonians  to  yield 
to  us  the  empire  of  the  sea.'  Both  are  endowed  with 
the  powers  of  oratory.  The  eloquence  of  Iphicrates 
is  pompous  and  ostentatious;'  that  of  Timotheus^ 
more  simple  and  persuasive.^  We  have  erected  statues 
to  them/  and  we  shall  one  day  perhaps  send  them 
into  banishment. 

»  Plat,  in  Syll.  t  i.  p.  454*  Id.  Apopht.  t.  ii.  p.  187.  iElian, 
lib.  13.  c.  43.  <"  Nep.  in  Tphcr.  c.  1.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p. 
360.  ^  Nep.  in  Timoth.  c.  1  •  o  Id.  in  Iphicc.  c.  3.  '  Id. 
in  Timoth,  c.  2.  •  Plut.  de  Rep.  Ger.  t.  ii.  p.  813.  '  ^Elian. 
lib.  3.  c.  16.        "  Nep.  in  Timoth.  c.  2.    Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  24. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


The  Lycaum, — Gymnasia, — Isocrates. — Palastra. — Funerals  of 
the  Athenians, 

Another  day^  at  the  instant  that  Apollodorus  had 
called  on  me  to  propose  a  walk  to  the  Lyceeum^  I  ran 
to  him,  exclaiming :  Do  you  know  him  ? — Whom  ? — 
Isocrates.  I  have  just  been  reading  one  of  his  ora- 
tions ;  I  am  enchanted  with  it.  Is  he  still  alive  ? 
Where  is  he?  What  does  he  do ?^«He  is  in  Athens, 
answered  Apollodorus.  He  professes  eloquence.  He  is 
a  celebrated  man .  I  am  acquainted  with  him . — I  must 
see  him  to-day,  this  morning,  this  very , instant.— * 
We  will  call  on  him  as  we  return  from  the  Lycaeum. 
We  passed  by  the  quarter  of  the  marshes,  and, 
going  out  of  the  town  by  the  gate  of  ^geus,  followed 
a  path  along  the  Ilissus,  which,  according  to  the 
diflFerence  of  seasons,  is  an  impetuous  torrent,  or 
peaceful  rivulet,  and  rushes  along  vnth  violence,  or 
glides  gently,  at  the  foot  of  an  eminence  that  termi- 
nates Mount  Hymettus.  Its  banks  are  pleasing,  and 
its  waters  generally  pure  and  limpid.'  In  the  environs 
we  saw  an  altar  dedicated  to  the  Muses  ;^  the  place 

«  Plat,  in  Phaed.  t.  iii.  p.  229.       Spon.  Voyag.  t.  ii.  p.    121. 
^  Pausan.  lib.  1,  c.  19.  p.  45.     Dionys.  Perieg.  v.  425. 
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Whenc6  Boreas  is  said  to  have  carried  off  the  beau^ 
tiful  Orithyia^  daughter  of  King  Erechtheus ;'  the 
temple  of  Ceres  where  the  lesser  mysteries  are  cele*- 
brated  ;*  and  that  of  Diana^  where  a  great  number  of 
goats  are  annually  sacrificed  in  honour  of  the  god^ 
dess.  Before  the  battle  of  Marathon^  the  Athenians 
had  vowed  to  immolate  as  many  of  these  animals  as 
they  should  find  Persians^ dead  on  the  field.  After 
the  victory^  perceiving  that  the  performance  of  so 
inconsiderate  a  vow  would  soon  exhaust  the  flocks 
of  Attica^  they  limited  the  number  of  victims  to  five 
hundred,^  with  which  the  goddess  was  pleased  to  be 
contented. 

Whilst  I  was  listening  to  these  details^  we  dis- 
covered a  number  of  peasants  running  on  the  hiU^ 
and  striking  on  brazen  vessels^  to  attract  a  swarm  of 
bees  which  had  just  left  a  hive."" 

These  insects  are  extremely  partial  to  Mount 
Hymettus^  which  they  have  filled  with  their  colonieSi 
and  which  is  covered  almost  every  where  with  wild 
thy  me*"  and  other  odoriferous  plants.  But  it  is  chiefly 
from  the  excellent  thyme  it  produces/  that  they  ex- 
tract those  precious  sweets  with  which  they  compose 
a  honey  in  high  estimation  throughout  Greece.^ 

«  Plat  ibid.     Pausan.  ibid.  *  Steph.  in^Aypa,        "»  Xen. 

de  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  3.  p.  301.  Plat  de  Herodot.  Malign,  t.  ii. 
p.  86«.  «  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  8.  t  ii.  p.  843.        ^  Theophr- 

Hist  Plant  lib.  6.  €•  7.  p.  678.  Plin*  lib.  ID.  c.  8*  t  ii.  p.  181* 
^  Antiph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  1.  c.  22.  p.  28^  Alex.  ap.  eund.  lib.  14. 
p*  66%  '  Plin.  lib.  11.  c,  13.  t  i.  p.  596.  Id.  lib.  21.  cap.  10* 
t<  ii.  p<  243.  VarFO  de  Re  Rustic  lib.  3.  c.  16.  p.  374.  Colum, 
de  Re  Rustic,  lib.  9.  e.  4. 
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it  16  of  a  white  colour  inclining  to  yellow;  it 
grows  black  when  long  kept^  apd  always  retains  itB 
fluidity  .f  The  Athenians  gather  a  vast  quantity  every 
year ;  and  we  ^lay  judge  of  the  value  they  set  upon 
it  from  the  use  made  of  it  by  the  Greeks^  who 
employ  honey  in  their  pastry/  as  well  as  in  their 
ragouts.  *  It  is  said  even  to  prolong  life^  and  to  be 
particularly  salutary  for  aged  persons.*  Nay,  I 
liave  seen  some  disciples  of  Pythagoras  preserve 
their  health,  though  they  took  no  other  nourishment 
than  a  little  honey.' 

Having  repassed  the  Ilissus,  we  came  into  a  road 
where  the  Athenians  exercise  themselves  in  riding, 
and  which  conducted  us  to  the  Lycaeum." 

The  Athenians  have  three  gymnasia  appropriated 
to  the  education  of  youth ;°  that  of  the  Lycaeum,  that 
of  the  Cynosarges,""  situate  on  an  eminence  so  called, 
and  that  of  the  Academy.  All  three  have  been 
built  at  the  expence  of  the  government,  without  the 
walls  of  the  city.  The  second  was  formeriy  set 
apart  for  illegitimate  cjiildren.^ 

They  are  spacious  edifices,  surrounded  by  gardens 
and  a  sacred  grove.  The  first  entrance  is  by  a  square 
court,  two  stadia  in  circumference,^  which  is  encom- 
passed with  porticoes  and  buildings.  On  three  of  its 

«  G^opon.  lib.  15.  c.  7.  ^  Athen.  lib.  3.  c.  25.  p.  100.  Id. 
lib.  14.  p.  646.  *  Heaych.  in  'Yvorp.  ^  Geopon..  ibid. 

'Athen.  lib.  2.  cap.  7.  p.  46.  lib.  10,  &c.  "  Xen.  Hist.  Graec, 
lib.  2.  p.  476.  ■  Ulpian.  in  Timocr.p.  820.  •  Demosth. 

in  Leptin.  p.  791.  Liv.  lib.  31.  cap.  24.  Laert.  lib.  6.  §  13. 
^  Demosth.  in  Aristocr.  p.  760.  Plut.  in  Themist.  t  i.  p.  112.. 
^  Vitruv.  lib.  5.  c.  11. 
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side^  are  targ«  halU,  pMvid^  With  ieMs^  ifl  W&ith 
the  philosophers^  rhetoricians^  6.nd  sophists^  assem-" 
ble  their  disciples/  Oh  the  fdUith  are  roOMs  for 
bathitig,  and  other  pt-a6dces  5f  the  gymnasium. 
The  portittb  f&cing  the  south  is  double,  to  j^reT^nt 
thfe  winter  rains,  driven  by  the  Wiiid,  from  penetrat^^ 
ing  into  the  internal  part. 

Ftotn  this  cou^t  you  pass  intd  an  enclosure  like^ 
ndse  square,  shaded  in  thig  tniddle  by  some  plah6- 
trefes.  A  ratige  of  porti(Joe§  eiteftdd  f oUttd  three  df 
the  sides,  "that  Which  fronts  the  north  has  a  ddtible 
row  of  columns,  to  shelter  thdsd  who  Walk  thefe  in 
summer  from  the  sun.  The  dppoi^ite  portico  Id  called 
Xydtus.'  In  thfe  middle  of  this  portico,  afld  thrSu^K 
Its  whole  length,  is  a  sbrt  of  hdHoW  Way^  about  tWeltd 
feet  wide,  ahd  ttearfy  two  deep,  Whetfe,  sheltetedfroni! 
the  weather,  Arid  sepafeted  ftbtti  the  spieettttors/ 
ranged  along  the  sidecf,  the  y^n^  ^cholEti^il  eiitercii^e 
(hismselveii  in  wfe^tliiig.  Beytiiid  the  XySttf^  Is  a 
stdditini  fdf  foot  raeesl.* 

A  Magidtfate,  naitied  the  gymiiasiarcft,  pre^itffti 
M  the  dlffertiit  gywiriasia  of  Athetls.  Hi*  «ffie^  U 
AttrtUfil,  attd  eoflferred  on  hin*  by  the  g'^etttl  as§efiffify 
df  the  sfate.""  It  U  hh  duty  id  {htHi^  the  ^  mtA§ 
tti^  df  by  the  Mhletffi  td  gUe  ^pi^be^  <d  iSmii 
Utnbil.*    lie  has  titfder  him,  in  ea<5h  gfli»nli[6tiji«> 

several  dflieei's,  i^eb  as  the  gytknmei,  ffife  piiiup 

'  Pkt.  EuHhyp.  lom«  i«  p.  9/  Isocrafi.  Panafh.  tostf.  ih  p/  19t. 
Demet  deloter.  §  llf.  Lucian.  D?alag.  Morfvtonb.  i.  p.<  3^. 
•  X^n.  €Bddnolin.  hl»v  A  p.  850.  *  VilrUt.  Kb.  fi.-  c.  11.  -Ife.' 
moatk  ID  LB|)tm«  p.  544.         '  Ulpkm^.  in  Leptitb  Orat.  p..  575. 
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tribes^  and  others ;  some  of  whom  maintain  order 
among  the  youths  and  others  teach  them  different 
exercises.  At  the  head  of  these  are  ten  sophronists, 
nominated  by  the  ten  tribes  to  whom  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  morals  of  the  youth  is  more  espe- 
cially committed/  and  all  of  whom  must  be  approved 
by  the  Areopagus.* 

As  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  confidence 
and  security  should  prevail  in  the  gymnasium^  as 
well  as  in  all  numerous  assembUes^  thefts  committed 
there  are  punished  with  death,  when  they  exceed 
the  value  of  ten  drachmas.* 

The  gymnasia  being  deemed  the  asylum  of  inno- 
cence and  modesty,  Solon  had  prohibited  the  people 
from  entering  them,  at  the  time  when  the  scholars, 
celebrating  a  festival  in  honour  of  Mercury/  were 
less  under  the  eye  of  their  preceptors ;  but  this  re- 
gulation has  fallen  into  disuse."" 

The  exercises  practised  there  are  ordained  by  the 
laws,  subject  to  certain  regulations,  and  animated  by 
the  commendations  of  the  masters,  and  still  more  by 
the  emulation  that  subsists  among  the  scholars.  All 
Greece  considers  them  as  the  most  essential  part  of 
education,  as  they  render  men  active,  robust,  and 
capable  of  supporting  military  labours,  as  well  as  the 
leisure  hours  of  peace.*  Considered  relatively  to 
health,  physicians  prescribe  them  with  success.?  Of 

y  Stob.  Serm.  5.  p.  77.  •  Axioch.  ap.  Plut.  t.  iii.  p.  367. 
*  Demosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  791.  *»  ^schin.  in  Tim.  p.  262. 

""  Plat,  in  Lys.  t.  ii.  p.  204  et  206.  ^  Lucian.  tie  GVidd.  t*  ii. 

p.  901.        *  Hippocr.  de  Diset.  lib.  2.  t.  i.  c.  39,  &c.  lib.  3.  c.  25* 
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their  great  utility  in  the  military  art^  it  is  impossible 
to  give  a  higher  idea^  than  by  citing  tibie  example  of 
the  Lacedeemonians.  To  these  exercises  were  they 
indebted  for  those  victories  which  once  made  them 
so  formidable  to  other  nations ;  and^  in  later  times^ 
in  order  to  conquer^  it  was  first  necessary  to  equal 
them  in  the  gymnastic  discipline/ 

But  if  the  advantages  resulting  from  this  institu- 
tion be  eminent^  its  abuses  are  not  less  dangerous. 
Medicine  and  philosophy  both  concur  in  condemning 
these  exercises,  when  they  exhaust  the  body,  or 
give  more  ferocity  than  courage  to  the  mind,*^ 

The  gymnasium  of  the  Lycaeum  has  been  succes- 
sively enlarged  and  embellished.^  The  walls  are 
enriched  with  paintings.'  Apollo  is  the  tutelary 
deity  of  the  place.  His  statue  is  at  the  entrance;* 
and  the  gardens,  ornamented  with  beautiftil  alleys^ 
were  restored  in  the  last  years  of  my  residence  in 
Greece.'  Those  who  walk  there  are  invited  to  rest 
themselves,  by  seats  placed  under  the  trees." 

After  having  been  present  at  the  exercises  of  the 
young  men,  and  passing  a  few  minutes  in  the  public 
halls,  where  important  and  frivolous  questions  were 

'  Arist  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  c,  4.  t.  ii.  p.  452.  Plut  Sympos.  lib.  2, 
c.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  639.  «  Hippocr.  de  Diaet.  lib.  3.  t.  i.  c.  28.  Plat, 
de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t  ii.  p.  410.  Arist.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  452. 
Id.  Magn.  Moral,  lib.  1.  c.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  151.  ^  Theopomp«  et 

Philoch.  ap.  Suid  in  Avjc.  Harpocr.  in  Ai/ic.  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c- 
29.  p.  75.  *  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  7.  p.  425.  ^  Lucian.  de 
GymiL  t.  ii.  p.  887.  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  19.  p.  44.  .  ^  Plut.  X. 
Orat.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  841.       • ""  Lucian.  ibid.  p.  895. 
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aMeraat^Iy  discussed^  -wt  took  the  road  leading  from 
the  Lye»iim  to  tl^e  Academy^  along  the  vails  of  the 
city.'  We  had  proceeded  but  a  little  way  before  we 
met  wHh  a  venerable  old  man,  whom  ApoUodorus 
seemed  particnlariy  glad  to  see.  After  the  fir^tcon^- 
p)iment»,  he  inguired  whither  he  was  going.  Theold 
man  answered,  in  a  shrill  tone  of  voice :  J  amgoiflg 
to  dine  at  Plato's,  with  Ephonis  and  Theoporapus, 
who  are  waiting  for  me  at  (he  gate  of  Dipylon. — ^That 
isi  exactly  in  our  road,  replied  Apollodorus^  we  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  your  company.  But,  tdl  me, 
do  you  still  continue  then  to  love  Plato? — ^As  mucK 
as  I  flatter  myself  I  am  beloved  by  him.  Qur  inti* 
macy,  which  originated  in  our  childhood,  has  never 
suffifiired  the  smallest  diminution.  He  has  not  for- 
gotten it  in  one  of  his  dialogues,  in  which  he  intro- 
duces Socrates  speaking  of  me  in  most  honourable 
t»ms^.'^-That  praise  was  due  to  yow.  Every  one 
remembers,  that  at  the  death  of  Socrates^  whilst  his 
disciples  took  to  flight  in  consternation,  you  ventured 
to  appear  in  mourning  in  the  streets  of  Athens  .*  And 
but  a  few  years  before  you  had  given  another  exam- 
jUte  of  firmness.  When  Theramenes,  proscribed  by 
the  thirty  tyrants,  in  full  senate,  took  refuge  by  the 
altar,  you  rose  up  in  his  defence;  and  was  not  he 
himself  obligi^d  tp  entreat  you  to  spare  him  the  aflBftc- 
tion  of  seeing  you  perish  with  him  V    The  old  ma» 

""  Pht.  is  Lys.  t  ii.  PL  ^3.  ^  I^aert.  in  Plat,  lilh  3.  $  & 

p  Plat,  ift  Phaed.  t.  iik.  p,  578.  '  Pl»t.  X.  Ofat.  Vit.  to«w  it, 

p.  838.        '  Id.  ibid,  p,  836. 
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seemed  delighted  with  this  eulogium.  I  was  impa-* 
fient  to  learn  his  name,  but  ApoHodorus  took  a 
(Measure  in  concealing  it  from  me. 

Son  of  Theodoras,  said  he  to  him,  are  not  you  of 
the  same  age  with  Plato  ? — I  am  six  or  seven  yeartf 
older  ;•  he  must  only  be  in  his  sixty-eighth  year. — ^You 
appear  to  be  in  good  health. — Excellent ;  I  am  as.wett 
in  body  and  mind  as  it  is  possible  to  be.* — They  say 
you  are  very  rich?" — I  have  acquired  by  my  applica- 
tion enough  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  a  wise  man.* 
My  fether  had  a  manufactory  of  musical  instru- 
ments.'— He  wAs  ruined  in  the  Peloponnesian  war; 
and;  leaving  me  ao  inheritance  but  an  excellent 
education;  I  w^s  under  the  necessity  of  Hvingbymy 
fitemry  acquirements,  and  by  turning  to  adcount  the 
lessons  I  had  received  from  Gorgias,  Prodictis;  and 
the  ablest  orators  of  Greece.  I  drew  up  pleadings^ 
for  such  as  were  not  able  to  defend  their  own  causes." 
A  discourse  which  I  addressed  to  Nicocles,  king'  of 
Cyprus,  procured  me  a  present  from  him  of  twenty 
talents.**  I  opened  a  course  of  public  lectures  on  • 
oratory  ;  and  the  number  of  my  disciples  daily  in- 
creasing, I  have  reaped  the  fruit  of  labours  which 
have  employed  every  moment  of  my  liffe. — Admit, 
however,  that,  notwithstauding  the  severity  of  your 
manners,  you  have  found'  time  to  dedicate  some  of 


•  Laert.  in  Rlat.  lib.  3.  c.  4.     Plut.  X.  Orat  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  836. 
'  Isocr.  Panalh.  t.  ii.  p.  184.  "  Dionys.  Halic.  de  Isocr.  t.  v. 

p.  537.  ^  Isocr.  ibid.  '  Plut  ibid.     Dionys.  Halic.  ibid. 

p.  534.  *  Cicer.  in  Brut.  t.  i.  p.  346.  *  108,000  livres 

(4,500/.)         *  Plut.  ibid.  p.  838. 
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these  moments  to  pleasure.  You  formerly  kept  the 
handsome  Metanira^  and  in  a  more  advanced  age 
took  to  your  house  a  not  less  agreeable  courtezan.^ 
The  world  then  said  of  you,  that  you  knew  how  to 
reconcile  the  maxims  of  philosophy  with  the  refine- 
ments of  voluptuousness^  and  talked  of  that  sumptu* 
ous  bed  which  you  procured  to  be  made^  and  of  those 
pillows  which  exhaled  so  delicious  an  odour .|f  The 
old  man^  smiling^  did  not  deny  these  facts, 

Apollodorus  continued:  You  have  an  amiable 
family,  good  health,  an  easy  fortune,  and  numberless 
disciples ;  your  name  you  have  rendered  illustrious^ 
and  your  virtues  rank  you  among  our  most  respect- 
able citizens  :^  with  so  many  advantages  you  must  be 
the  happiest  man  in  Athens, — Alas !  answered  the 
old  man,  I  am  perhaps  the  most  wretched  of  mortals,. 
AH  my  plan  of  happiness  consisted  in  obtaining 
authority  and  influence  in  the  state ;  but  as,  on  the 
one  hand,  it  is  impossible  to  acquire  weight  in  a 
democracy  without  taking  part  in  public  affairs,  and 
Nature,  on  the  other,  has  given  me  but  a  feeble 
voice,  and  excessive  timidity,®  it  has  so  happened, 
that,  with  a  capacity  every  way  equal  to  the  discern - 
'  ment  of  the  true  interests  of  the  state,  but  incapable 
of  defending  them  in  the  general  assembly,  I  have 
been  always  violently  tormented  with  the  ambition 
and  impossibility  of  being  useful,  or,  if  you  will,  of 

^  Lys.  Hermip.  et  Strat.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  13.  p.  592.  ""  Plut, 
X.  Orat.  Vit.  torn.  ii.  p.  839.  •*  Isocr.  Panath.  torn.  ii.  p.  184. 
^  Id,  Epist.  ad  Phil,  t  i.  p,  270.  Id.  Epist.  ad  Mytil.  t.  i.  p,  487, 
Oicer.  de  Orat.  lib,  2.  c.  3. 1. 1.  p.  194, 
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obtaining  influence/  The  Athenians  receive  lessons 
of  eloquence  from  roe  gratuitously ;  foreigners^  for 
one  thousand  drachmas.^    I  would  give  a  million  to 
the  man  who  could  procure  me  a  proper  portion  of 
courage  with  a  sonorous  voice.— But  you  have  re- 
paired the  injuries  of  Nature  :  by  your  writings  you 
instruct  that  public  you  cannot  reach  with  your 
oratory,  and  who  are  unable  to  refuse  you  their 
esteem. — And  what  signifies  to  me  the  esteem  of 
others^  if  I  cannot  obtain  my  own  ?    I  sometimes 
carry  the  mean  idea  I  entertain  of  my  own  abilities 
even  to  contempt.**    What  advantage  have  I  derived 
from  them  ?  Have  I  ever  been  able  to  obtain  public 
employments,  the  offices  of  magistracy,  or  the  ap* 
plause  and  honours  which  I  daily  see  bestowed  on 
those  base  orators  who  betray  the  state  ?* — Though 
my  panegyric  on  Athens  made  those  rhetoricians 
blush  who  had  before  treated  the  same  subject,  and 
discouraged  others  from  again  attempting  it,*  I  have 
always  spoken  of  my  successes  with  modesty^  or  rather 
with  humility.'    My  intentions  are  pure;    I  have 
never,  either  by  writings  or  accusations,  done  injury 
to  any  man  ;   yet  I  have  enemies.™— What  then  ! 
must  not  you  expect  to  pay  the  tribute  of  your  merit 
by  some  disquietudes  ?  Your  enemies  are  more  to  be 
pitied  than  yourself.  An  unwelcome  voice  perpetually 
reminds  them  that  kings,  generals,  statesmen,  histo- 

^  Isocr.  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  185.  ^  Plut.  X.  Orat.  Vit  torn.  ii. 

p.  838.  ^  Isocr.  Paaath.  torn.  ii.  p.  184.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  189. 
^  Id.  de  Antid.  t  ii.  p.  404.  '  Id.  Panath.  t.  ii.  p.  192.  "  Id. 
dtt  Amid.  p.  386»  390,  &c. 
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ijans^  a^  authors  in  every  bfanck  of  Iheratttre^  are 
numbered  among  your  disciples;''  that  whole  colo- 
nies of  learned  and  ingenious  men  from  time  to  time 
issue  from  yciiar  school,  who  spread  your  doctrines 
far  and  wide;  that  you  govern  Greece  by  your 
pupils  ;:'*  and^  to  make  use  of  your  own  expression, 
that  you  are  the  stone  that  whets  the  instrument. — 
True;  but  it  k  not  the  stone  that  cuts.^ 

But  envy^  addied  ApoUodorus,  cannot  at  least 
deny  that  you  have  promoted  and  improved  the  art 
of  oratory.'— Yet  this  is  the  merit  of  which  they 
likewise  wish  to  rob  me.  Every  day  a  set  of  auda-' 
cioua  sophists/and  ungrateful  teachers^  aftar  incid-^ 
casing  on  their  scholars  precepts  and  examples  bcHr- 
iK>wed  from  my  writings,  renew  their  attacks-  on  my 
reputation  mth  redoubled  ardour.  They  employ 
themsdves  on  subjects  that  I  have  treated^  and,  as- 
semblii^  aroiuid  them  their  partisans,  compare  their 
dtscourses  with  mine,  which  they  have  taken  the 
precaution  to  metaiiiorphose,  and  are  mean  enough 
to  disfigure  in  the  recital.  Such  cruel  ingratitude 
wcmnds^me  to  the  quick.'  But  I  perceive  Bphonis 
and  Theopompus.  I  am  going  to  accompany  them^ 
to  Plato's,  and  must  take  my  leave  of  you. 

The  instant  he  was  gone,  turning  hastily  roundl 
to  ApoUodorus,  I  asked  him.  Who  then  is  this  old 


»  Id.  ibid.  p.  388.  ^  Cicer.  Orat.  c.  13.  t.  i.  p.  429.  Dionys. 
Halicav.  de  Isocr.  t.  v.  p.  536.  p  Plut.  X.  Orat  Vit  t.  ii.  p.  838. 
•I  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  2.  c.  ^%  p.  214.  Id.  Orat.  c.  13.  p.  429;. 
c.  62.  p.  464.  Naucrat  ap.  Gicer.  de-Orat,  lilr.  3.  c;  44.  p.  321. 
'  Isocr.  Paoath.  t.  ii.  p.  190.     Id.  epist  ad  Philip,  t.  i.  p.  277. 
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man^  at  once  so  modest  and  so  vain ;  so  wretched^ 
though  posBessing  so  many  of  the  essentials  of  hap- 
{^ness  ?  This  is  Isocrates,  said  he^  whom  we  were 
to  visit  on  cmr  return.  By  my  questions  I  led  him 
on  to  trace  out  to  you  the  leacKng  features  of  his  life 
and  ekAracter.  You  have  seen  that  he  twice  gave 
proo&  of  couragQ  in  his  yoiith.  This  effort^  appa- 
really^  exhausted  (Aie  vigour  of  his  mind ;  for  he  haflk 
passed  the  remainder  of  his-  days  m  apprehension^ 
and  chagrin.  The  very  sight  of  the  rostfum,  which 
he  has  prudently  renounced,  gives  him  such  unea^ 
siness,  thai  he  no  longer  attends  at  the  generri^  as- 
semblies.^ He  imagines  himself  surrounded  by 
enemies  and  envious  persons^  because  a^  cabal  of 
au<iiors  whom  ha  daises  judge  less  jtavourably  of  his 
writings  than^  himself.  It  is  his  fate  to  be  perpetaalfy 
in  the  pursuit  of  fame,  and  never  to  know  repose.*' 

Unfortunately  for  him,  his  works^  abounding  i& 
other  respects  with  great  beauties,  furnish  powerful' 
weapons  for  criticism.  His  style  impure  and  fluenfe,- 
full  of  softness  and  harmony,  sometimes  pon^ousj 
and  magnificent,  but  occasionally  languid,  diffuse^ 
and  ovwcharged  with  ornaments^  by  which  it  is 
disfigured.* 

His  eloquence  is  not  calculated  for  the  diaoussinDOifl 
of  popular  assemblies,  nor  for  the  bar ; '  its  object  is 
to  s(^oth^  the  ear^  rather  than  to  afleot  the  heart.   It 

•  PlttU  X.  Orat.  Vii  t.  if.  p,  838.  »  hoen  Panatb.  t  i.  p;  U4 
et  187.  »  Cicer.  de  Grat  lib.  3;  c.  7.  t.  i.  p.-  28S;  DJonysu 
Hialic.  de  Isocr.  t.  v.  p.  53T.  *»  Dionys,  Halic.  ibid,  t;  v.  p.  5TOj 
Cicer.  Orat.  cap.  12.  t  i.  p.  429. 
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is  painful  to  see  so  estimable  an  author  often  sink 
into  the  mere  sonorous  writer^  reducing  his  art  to  the 
single  merit  of  eloquence ;  ^  laboriously  subjecting 
his  thoughts  to  words ;"  avoiding  the  concourse  of 
vowels  with  a  puerile  affectation  ;*  attentive  only  to 
the  rounding  of  his  periods^  and,  as  his  only  resource 
to  produce  symmetry  in  their  component  members^ 
driven  to  fill  them  up  with  redundant,  words  and 
misplaced  figures.^  As  he  does  not  sufficiently 
diversify  iiis  style^  his  reader  at  last  becomes  cold 
and  disgusted.  He  is  a  painter  who  gives  the  same 
drapery  and  the  same  attitudes  to  all  his  figures. *" 

His  discourses  generally  turn  on  the  most  im- 
portant topics  of  morals  and  politics.^  He  neither 
persuades  nor  carries  his  reader  along  with  him ;  for 
he  does  not  write  with  warmth^*  and  seems  more  at- 
tentive to  his  art  than  the  truths  he  is  announcing.'' 
Hence  possibly  it  happens  that  sovereigns^  of  whom 
he  has  in  some  sort  made  himself  the  legislator/  have 
replied  to  his  counsels  by  rewards.  He  has  com- 
posed, on  the  duty  of  kings^  a  little  work,  which  he 
has  procured  to  be  circulated  through  every  court.  It 
was  sent  to  Dionysius,  tyrant  of  Syracuse/  who 

y  Arist  «p.  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  3.  c.  35.  t  i.  p.  3 1 3.  '  Dionys. 
Halic.  ibid.  p.  558.  *  Quintil.  lib.  9.  c.  4.  p.  593.  Dionys. 
Halic.  ibid.  p.  538.  Demetr.  Phaler.  de  Elocut,  §  68.  ^  Cicer. 
Orat  c  12.  t.  i.  p.  429.  Plut.^de  Glor.  Athen.  t.  ii.  p.  350. 
Dionys.  Halic.  de  Isocr.  t.  v.  p.  540.  Hermog.  de  Form.  lib.  2. 
p.  388.  ^  Philon.  ap.  Dionys.  Halic.  de  Isocr.  t.  v.  p.  559. 
•*  Dionys.  Halic.  ibid.  p.  535.  *  Hermog.  de  Formis,  lib.  1. 
p.  294.  et  lib.  2.  p.  388.  '  Isocr.  ad  Nicocl.  t.  i.  p.  55.  Aphton. 
Progymn,  p.  4,  *  Isocr.  OraU  ad  Phil.  t.  i.  p.  269.  Socratic* 
Epist.  p.  66. 
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admired  the  author^  and  easily  pardoned  him  lessons 
from  which  he  felt  no  remorse. 

Isocrates  has  grown  old  in  composing^  polishing 
and  repolishing^  and  recomposing,  a  very  inconsider^ 
able  number  of  works.  His  panegyric  of  Athens  is 
said  to  have  cost  him  ten  years'  application.^  Whilst 
employed  in  this  laborious  structure^  he  did  not  per-- 
ceive  that  he  was  erecting  it  on  foundations  which 
must  inevitably  occasion  its  ruin.  He  lays  it  down 
as  a  principle^  that  it  is  the  nature  of  eloquence  to 
magnify  little  things^  and  to  diminish  great  ones ; 
and  afterwards  endeavours  to  prove,  that  the  Athe- 
nians have  rendered  more  service  to  Greece  than  the 
Lacedaemonians.' 

Notwithstanding  these  faults,  to  which  his  ene^- 
mies  add  many  others,  his  writings  present  us  with 
so  many  happy  turns,  and  salutary  maxims,  that  they 
will  always  serve  as  models  for  those  who  are  qualified 
to  study  them.  He  is  an  able  rhetorician,  destined 
to  form  excellent  writers ;  and  an  enlightened  teacher, 
attentive  to  the  improvement  of  his  disciples,  and  to 
the  character  of  their  genius.  Ephorus  of  Cumae, 
and  Theopompus  of  Chios,  who  have  just  taken  him 
from  us,  have  had  a  happy  experience  of  this.  After 
inspiring  the  first  with  energy,  and  repressing  the 
impetuosity  of  the  latter,^  he  has  recommended  them 
both  to  write  history ; '  and  their  first  essays  do 

*  Plut.  de  Glor.  Athen.  t.  ii.  p.  350.  Quintil.  lib.  10.  c.  4. 
Phot.  Biblioth.  p.  1455.  *  Longin.  de  Subl,  §  38.  ^  Cicer. 
de  Orat.  lib.  3.  c.  9.  t.  i.  p.  288.  Idem,  de  Clar.  Orat.  c.  56.  p. 
383.  Qoindl.  lib.  2.  c.  8.  p.  105.  Suid.  ia  "E^op.  *  Cicer.  de 
Orat.  lib.  %  c.  13.  t.  i.  p.  205. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J3d  TRAVELS  OF  ANACHAHSfS. 

honour  to  the  sagacity  of  the  master^  and  the  abilitieg^ 
of  the  pupils. 

Whilst  Apollodorus  was  informing  tee  of  tfadse 
particulars^  we  crossed  the  forum.  He  then  con* 
ducted  me  by  the  street  of  the  Hermae,  and  brought 
me  into  the  palsestra  of  Taureas^  facing  the  royal 
portico."  * 

As  Athens  possesses  different  gymnasia^  it  con-^ 
tains  likewise  several  palaestrae^  In  the  former  of 
these  schools,  youth  pursue  their  exercises ;  the  latter 
are  set  apart  for  athletes  by  profession.  We  saw  a 
number  of  those  who  had  carried  off  the  prizes  in  the 
games  instituted  in  the  different  cities  of  Greece,  and 
others  who  were  aspiring  to  the  same  honours .  Many 
Athenians,  and  even  old  men/  assiduously  resort 
thither,  to  continue  their  exercises,  or  be  spectators 
of  the  combats. 

The  palaestrae  are  nearly  of  the  same  form  with 
the  gymnasia.  We  visited  the  apartments  appro- 
priated to  all  the  species  of  baths ;  those  where  the 
wrestlers  leave  their  clothes,  where  they  rub  their 
bodies  with  oil  to  render  their  limbs  i^upple^  and 
where  they  roll  themselves  in  the  sand  in  order  to 
give  their  antagonists  a  hold*** 

Wrestling,  leaping,  tennis,  and  alt  the  exerciser 
of  the  Lycaeum,  were  here  repeated  before  us  with 
greater  varieties,  and  with  more  strength  and  i^kili 
on  the  part  of  the  performers.    . 

*"  Plat,  in  Charmid.  t  ii.  p.  153.  *  See  plao  of  the  palaefstra. 
"^  Id.  dd  Rep.  lib.  5.  t  ii.  p.  459<  ^  Mem.  de  VAcAd.  des 
Bell.  Lettr.  t.  i.  Hist.  p.  99. 
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Among  the  different  groups  before  us,  we  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  most  perfect  beauty^  and 
worlliy  of  serring  as  models  for  artists ;  some  with 
vigorous  and  boldly  marked  outlines^  as  Hercules  is 
repr6sen|;ed ;  and  others  of  a  more  slim  and  elegant 
shape,  as  Achilles  is  desaribed.  The  former,  devoting 
themselves  to  wrestling  and  boxing,  had  no  object 
but  to  increase  their  bodily  strength ;  ^  the  latter, 
educated  to  less  violent  exercises,  such  as  running, 
leaping,  &c.  confined  themselves  to  acquirements 
of  agility. 

Their  regimen  is  suited  to  the  different  exercises 
for  which  they  are  designed.  Some  of  them  abstain 
from  women  ^  and  wine ;  others  lead  a  very  abste-* 
'mious  life  :  but  those  who  make  laborious  exertions 
stand  in  need  of  a  great  quantity  of  substantial  food, 
such  as  roasted  beef  and  poxk,  to  restore  their  strength/ 
If  they  require  only  two  minas  a  day,  with  bread  in 
proportion,  they  give  a  very  favourable  idea  of  their 
temperance/  But  several  are  mentioned  who  liave 
made  a  terrible  consumption  of  provisions.  Thea^ 
genes  of  Thasos,  for  instance,  is  said  to  have  eaten 
a  whole  ox  in  a  day  .^  The  same  exploit  is  attributed 
ta  Milo  of  Crotona,  whose  usual  quantity  of  food 
for  a  day  was  twenty  minse  of  meat,  as  many  of 


P  Plat  de  Rep.  lib.  3,  t.  ii.  p.  410,  ^  Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  8.  t.  ii. 
p.  840.  '  Hipp.  Epid.  lib.  5.  t.  i.  p.  788.  Plat,  de  Bep.  lib.  3. 
p.  411.  Plut.  in  Arat.  t  i.  p.  1028'.  Mem.  de  TA^cad.  dea  BeU« 
Lett.  t.  i.  p.  »l.  •  Qalea  de  Dignot.  Pttb«  lib.  %  c,  3. 

Mem.  dB  TAcad.  des  Beil.  Lettr.  t  i.  p.  S21,  &c.        *  PQsai4ip* 
ap.  Athen.  lib.  10.  c.  %  p.  412. 
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bread,*  and  three  congii  of  wine.f  *  It  is  said  like- 
wise, that  Astydamus  of  Miletus,  when  at  the  table 
of  Ariobarzanes,  the  Persian  satrap,  devoured  alone 
the  supper  prepared  for  nine  guests/  These  stories, 
though  they  no  doubt  exaggerate  the  facts,  prove  at 
least  the  idea  generally  entertained  of  the  voracity 
of  this  class  of  wrestlers.  When  they  are  able  to 
gratify  it  without  danger,  they  acquire  extraordinary 
strength  :  their  stature  becomes  sometimes  gigantic ; 
and  their  adversaries,  struck  with  terror,  either  de- 
cline entering  the  lists,  or  sink  under  the  weight  of 
their  enormous  bodies. 

They  are  so  oppressed  by  excess  of  nutriment,  as 
to  be  obliged  to  pass  part  of  their  lives  in  a  profound 
sleep,^  and  soon  become  so  extremely  corpulent  as  to 
be  no  longer  known  to  be  the  same  persons : '  this  is 
succeeded  by  di  sorders  which  render  them  as  wretched 
as  they  have  always  been  unserviceable  to  their  coun- 
try ;■  for  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  vnrestling,  boxing, 
and  all  those  combats  disputed  with  so  much  fury  and 
obstinacy  in  the  public  solemnities,  are  no  longer  any 
thing  but  ostentatious  exhibitions,  since  tactics  have 
been  brought  to  perfection .  Egypt  at  no  time  adopted 
them,  as  they  gave  only  a  temporary  strength  .'^ 
Lacedsemon  has  corrected  their  inconveniences  by 
the  wisdom  of  her  institutions.  In  the  other  states 
of  Greece,  men  have  discovered,  that,  by  subjecting 

*  About  18  pounds.  +  About  15  French  pints  (or  English 
quarts  nearly.)  ^  Theodor.  ap.  Athen^  ibid.  '  Athen.  ibid. 
p«  413.  '  Plat.  deRep.  lib.  3.  p.  404.  '  Aristot.  de  Gener. 
lib.  4.  c.  8.  p.  1121.  *  Euripid.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  10.  c.  2.  pt  413. 
•'Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1.  p.73. 
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their  children  to  them^  they  incur  the  risk  of  injuring 
their  shape  and  preventing^their  growth  :*"  and  that, 
in  a  more  advanced  age,  professed  wrestlers  never 
make  good  soldiers,  because  they  are  unable  to  sup- 
port hunger,  thirst,  vfatching,  the  smallest  wants,  or 
the  moM  trifling  deviation  from  their  usual  habits."^ 
On  coming  out  of  the  palssstra,  we  learnt  that 
Telaira,  the  wife  of  Pyrrhus,  a  relation  and  friend  of 
Apollodorus,  had  been  suddenly  taken  ill,  and  that 
her  life  was  in  imminent  danger ;  the  branches  of 
laurel  and  acanthus,  which  it  is  customary  to  suspend 
at  the  house  of  a  sick  person,  had  been  seen  at  her 
door.*  We  immediately  hastened  thither,  and  found 
the  relations  of  the  fiimily  crowding  around  her  bed, 
and  addressing  prayers  to  Mercury,  the  conductor  of 
departed  spirits/  while  the  unhappy  Pyrrhus  was 
taking  his  lastfarewel  of  his  affectionate  wife.*  With 
difficulty  he  was  forced  away  from  this  scene.  We 
strove  to  remind  him  of  the  lessons  which  he  had 
received  at  the  Academy :  those  lessons  so  specious  in 
prosperity,  but  so  impertinent  in  affliction.  "  O  Phi- 
losophy !''  exclaimed  he ;  '*  yesterday  thou  command- 
dest  me  to  love  my  wife,  to-day  thou  forbiddest  me 
to  lament  her.'*** — ^'  Yet  after  all,"  said  we  to  him, 
your  tears  cannot  restore  her  to  life."' — ''  Alas !"  re- 
plied he,  ^^that  reflection  only  make  them  flow  fester.*** 

""  Aristot.  lib.  8.  c,  4.  t.  ii.  p.  452.         *  Plut.  in  Philop.  t.  i.  p. 
367.  ®  Laert.  in  Bion.  lib.  4.  §  57.     £tymolog.  Magn.  i 

Avriiv.  Bod.  in  Theophr.  Hist.  Plant,  lib.  3.  c.  17.  p.  258. 
'  Horn.  Odyss.  lib.  24.  v.  9.  Etymolog.  Magn.  in  'E^tr.  »  Eurip. 
in  Alcest.  v.  891.»»  Stob.  Serm.  97.  p.  539.       ,  *  Id.  Serm. 

122.  p.  613. 
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As  soon  as  she  expired^  the  whole  house  re- 
sounded with  cries  and  lamentations.  The  body  was 
washed^  perfumed  with  odoriferous  essences^  and 
clothed  io  a  costly  garment.^  On  her  head^  which 
was  covered  with  a  veil^  was  placed  a  chalet  of 
flowers;*  in  her  hands  a  cake  of  flour  and  honey^  to 
appease  Cerberus ;""  and  in  her  mouth  a  piece  of 
money  of  the  value  of  one  or  two  oboB^  to  pay 
Charon ;°  and  In  this  state  she  lay  exposed  for  a 
whole  day  in  the  vestibule  of  the  house.  At  the 
door  stood  a  vessel  of  lustral  water^  to  purify  those 
who  might  touch  the  corpse/ 

This  exposure  is  deemed  necessary  to  ascertain 
that  the  person  is  really  deceased/  and  died  a  na- 
tural deatb.^  It  is  sometimes  continued  even  to  the 
third  day.' 

The  time  of  the  funeral  was  announced;  which 
we  were  obliged  to  attend  before  sun-rise/  the  kws' 
prohibiting  the  choice  of  any  other  hour^  that  a  cere- 
mony so  mournful  may  not  degenerate  into  a  scene  of 
ostentation.     The  friends  and  relations  were  invited.* 

*  Homer.  Iliad,  l^b.  24.  v.  587.  Id.  in  Odysa.  lib.  a4.  vers,  44. 
Eurip.  iaPhoeniss.  ▼.  1329  et  1626.  Id.  in  Alcest.  v.  158.  6ch 
j^hocl.  in  Electr.  v.  1 145.  Lucian  de  Luct.  t  ii.  p.  926.  '  Eurip. 
in  Hippol.  ▼.  1458.  "^  Aristophtin  Lysist.  t.  601.  Schol.  ib; 
Id.  in  Eccles.  v.  534.  ""  Aristoph.  in  Ran.  y.  140.  SclioL  ib. 
Y.272.  Lucian.  ibid.  Epigr.  Lucil.  in  Anthol.  p.  268.  *" Eurip. 
in  Alcest.  v.  100.  Aristoph.  in  Eccles.  v.  1025.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  7. 
§  65.  Hesych.  in  'Apd.  Causab.  in  Theophrast.  c.  16.  ^  Plat, 
de  Leg.  lib.  12.  p.  959.  "^  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  7.  §  65.  '  JungeFm. 
in  Poll  Hb.  8.  c.  14.  §  146.  *Demostb.  in  Macart.     Callim. 

]^pigr.  in  Anthol.  lib.  3.  p.  377.         '  Arist.  de  Morib.  lib.  9.  c.  2. 
t.  ii.  p.  118. 
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We  found  wortieh  abofut  the  caflfm  making  k)ud^ 
kmentations  ;**  some  of  thtm  tut  off  locks  of  their 
hair,  and  feid  them  by  the  side  of  Telairaas  pledges 
of  their  affection  and  grief  "^  The  body  was  placed 
on  a  car,  in  a  cofBti  of  cypress  wood  7  ^he  women 
followed  the  corpse;  the  men  walked  before  it/ 
9ome  with  their  heads  shaved,  but  all  with  downcast 
eyes^,  andcfothedin  black.*  They  were  preceded  by 
a  band  of  ttltisfcietns,  who  played  and  ^ung  mekn-^ 
choly  airs.*  We  afterwards  repaired  to  a  hou9^ 
belonging  tof  Pyirhus,  neiar  Phalerum,  whei*e  the 
ashes  of  his  ancestors  were  dteposited.*^ 

The,  practice  of  interring  dea^  bodies^i^as  anciently 
common  to  most  nations,*  that  of  burning  them  had 
lit  later  timesprevailed  among  the  Greeks  /atpireisent 
it  seenra  to  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  indifferieri<ie 
whether  we  restore  our  remains  to  the  earth,  of 
commit  them  to  the  flames.  The  ftody  o#  Tdaim 
was  laid  on  a  pile,  and  when  consumed,  the  nearest 
relations  coHected  the  ashes,*^  and  buried  the  liWi 
which  contahted!  them  in  the  ground. 

"  Eiirip.  in  Ateast;  r,  108.  *  Id.  v;  102^.  gophocl.  in  A>c. 
V.  119^  Ktfchmi  de  Punerib.  lib.  %  c.  13  et  U.  ^  Thucyd. 
lib.  2.  c.  34^.  'Oemosth.  in  Macart.  p.  1037.     Lys.de  Caede 

Eratbst.  p.  5\  Terent.  in  Andr.  act  1.  Bceti,  ll  V.  90.  *  Xen. 
Hist;  Grac.  lib.  1.  p.  449.  Eurip.  Iphig.  in  Aul.  v.  1438  et  1449. 
^  Homef.  Iliad,  lib.  i4.  v.  721 .  Eostath.  p.  V372.  Plat,  de  Leg. 
lib.  T.  t.  ii.  p.  80a  Ath^n.  lib.  14.  c.  3.  p.  619.  <"  Demosth.  in 
Macart.  p.  1040.     U.  m  Callkl.  p.  11 17.  ^  Cic&r.  de  Leg. 

lib.  %  c.  22.  t*  iii.  p.  155.  Kirchm.  de  Futier.  lib.  I.e.  2.  *  Horn. 
ptsiSim.  Thuoyd.  lib.  2.  c.  52.  Terent;  in  Andr.  aet^  1.  seen.  1. 
Lncian.  de  Labt.  c.  ^1.  t.  ii.  p.  932i  'Plat.  inPfadBdon.  t.  i.  pw 
115.  «  Homer,  Iliad,  lib.  23.  v;  *5t;     Id.  1%.  24.  r.  7d3. 
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'  During  the  ceremonylibations  of  wine  were  made- 
Some  of  the  garments  of  Telaira  were  thrown  into  the 
fire,  while  her  name  was  invoked  aloud  ;^  and  this 
eternal  valediction  redoubled  those  tears  which  had 
never  ceased  to  flow  from  every  eye. 

We  were  next  summoned  to  the  funeral  repast^ 
where  the  conversation  turned  on  the  virtues  of 
Telaira.*  On  the  ninth  and  thirtieth  days,  her  re- 
lations, habited  in  white,  and  crowned  with  flowers, 
again  assembled  to  pay  new  honours  to  her  manes  ;^ 
and  it  was  resolved  that  they  should  meet  annually 
on  her  birth-day,  to  lament  her  loss,  as  if  it  were  still 
recent.  This  affectionate  anniversary  is  frequently 
perpetuated  in  a  family,  in  a  society  of  friends,  and 
among  the  disciples  of  the  same  philosopher.*  The 
regret  testified  on  these  occasions  is  renewed  at  the 
general  festival  of  the  dead,  which  is  celebrated  in 
the  month  of  Anthesterion.*"  I  have  ifiore  than 
once  likewise  seen  individuals  approach  a  tomb, 
Ieq.ve  there  a  part  of  their  hair,  and  make  around  it 
libations  of  water,  wine,  milk,  and  honey." 

Less  attentive  to  the  origin  of  these  rights  than  to 
the  sentiment  by  which  they  are  preserved,  I  could 
not  but  admire  the  wisdom  of  the  ancient  legislators, 
who  taught  that  sepulture  and  its  attendant  ceremo- 

.  ^  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  23.  v.  221.  *  Id.,  lib..  24.  v.  802.   .  De- 

mosth.  de  Cor.  p.  520.  Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  2.  c.  25.  t.  iii.  p.  158. 
Msa&us  de  Cyron.  HaBred.  p.  73.  Poll.  lib.  3.  c.  19.  §  102.  Id. 
lib.  1.  c.  7.  §  66.  Id.  lib.  8.  c.  14.  §  146.  Jungerm.  ibid. 
*Meurs.  Graec.  Fer.  in  Tevis*  *  Corresponding  with  our 

months  of  February  and  March.  "*.Meurs.  Graec.  Fer.  in 

Ncicwc.  °  Pott.  Archaeol.  lib.  4.  c.  5  et  8. 
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nies  are  to  be  considered  as  things  sacred.  They 
encouraged  that  ancient  opinion^  that  the  soul^ 
having  left  its  habitation^  the  body  is  stopped  on 
the  banks  of  the  Styx,  tormented  with  the  desire  of 
reaching  the  place  of  its  destination,  and  that  it  ap- 
pears in  dreams  to  the  survivors,  who  should  interest 
themselves  in  its  fate,  until  they  shall  have  with- 
drawn its  mortal  relics  from  the  eye  of  day  and  the 
injuries  of  the  weather. ° 

Hence  that  anxiety  to  procure  it  the  desired  re- 
pose; hence  the  injunction  imposed  on  the  traveller 
to  cover  with  earth  a  corpse  which  he  may  find  upon 
his  road;P  and  hence  the  profound  veneration  in 
which  tombs  are  held,  and  the  severe  laws  against 
all  who  violate  them. 

Hence  also  the  ceremonies  practised  with  respect 
to  those  who  are  swallowed  up  in  the  waves,  or  die 
in  foreign  countries,  when  it  is  impossible  to  recover 
their  bodies.  Their  companions,  previous  to  their 
departuce,  thrice  invoke  them  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
by  sacrifices  and  Ubations  flatter  themselves  that 
they  have  brought  back  their  manes,^  to  which  they 
sometimes  erect  cenotaphs,  a  kind  of  funeral  monu- 
ments held  in  almost  equal  veneration  with  tombs. 

Among  the  citizens  who  enjoyed  an  easy  fortune 
when  alive,  some,  conformably  with  ancient  usage, 
have  only  a  small  column  erected  over  their  ashes. 

<"  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  23.  v.  23.  Eustath.  ibid.  ^  Sopbocl.  in 
Antig.  V.  262.  Schol,  ibid.  iElian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  5.  c.  14. 
*»  Homer.  Odyss.  lib.  l.v.  64.  Eustath.  ibid.  p.  1614.  Find. 
Pyth.  4.  V.  283.     Schol.  ibid. 
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with  their  name  inscribed  on  it;  others^  in  contempt 
of  the  laws  which  condemn  ostentation  and  all  pre- 
tensions to  fictions  sorrow^  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  their  deceased  rdations  by  elegant  and  magni^ 
ficent  structures^  omam'ented  with  statues  and  em- 
beUisfaed  by  the  arts/  I  have  known  a  freed  man 
expend  two  talents  *  for  a  monument  to  his  wife." 

Between  the  paths  in  which  men  stray,  either 
from  the  excess  or  the  default  of  sentiment^  the 
laws  have  pointed  Qut  a  track  from  which  no  citizen 
is  allowed  to  deviate.  They  e:si:clude  from  the  first 
dignities  of  the  magistrncy  the  ungrateful  son,  who^ 
at  the  death  of  the  authors  of  his  being,  has  neg- 
lected the  duties  of  nature  and  religion.^  They 
command  all  persons  attending  at  a  funeral  to  re^ 
spect  decency  even  in  their  expressions  of  affliction 
and  despair.  Let  no  one  say  they  infuse  terror 
into  the  minds  of  the  spectators,  by  piercing  shrieks 
and  terrifying  lamentations;  above  all^  let  not  the 
women  tear  their  feces,  as  was  formerly  the  cus- 
tom.* Who  would  imagine  that  it  could  ever  be 
necessary  to  compel  the  latter  to  be  careful  of  the* 
preservation  of  their  beauty  ? 

'  Pausan.  lib.  1 .  c.  18.  p.  43.  *  J  0,800  livres  (450?.)  *  Dfe- 
mosth.  in  Steph.  1 .  p.  980.  '  Xenoph.  Memor.  p.  743.  "  Cicer. 
de  Leg.  lib.  %  c  95.  p.  158. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


135 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Journey  to  Corinth. — Xenophon» — Timokon. 

On  our  arrival  in  Greece,  we  had  learned  that  the 
Eleans  having  taken  possession  of  a  small  town  in 
Peloponnesus^  called  Scillus^  where  Xenophon  re- 
sided^ he  had  removed  with  his  sons  to  Corinth/ 
Timagenes  was  impatient  to  see  him.  We  set  out, 
therefore^  taking  with  us  Philotas,  whose  family  was 
on  terms  of  hospitality  with  thatof  Timodemus,  one 
of  the  most  ancient  houses  of  Corinth/  We  tra- 
versed Eleusis,  M egaris^  and  the  Isthmus^  but  were 
too  much  hurried  to  attend  to  the  objects  we  met 
with  on  our  journey. 

Timodemus  himself  conducted  us  to  the  house  of 
Xenophon.  He  was  from  home ;  but  we  found  him 
in  a  neighbouring  temple^  offering  a  sacrifice.  All 
eyes  were  fixed  on  him,  but  his  on  no  person ;  for  he 
appeared  in  presence  of  the  gods  with  the  same  re- 
spect with  which  he  inspired  men.  I  contemplated 
him  with  the  liveliest  emotion.  He  appeared  to  be 
about  seventy  or  seventy-five,  and  his  countenance 
still  retained  vestiges  of  that  beauty  for  which  he 
had  been  remarkable  in  his  youth.'' 

*  Laert.  in  Xen.  lib.  2.  §  53.  »  Plut.  in  Tiinol.  t.  i.  p.  237. 

'  Laert.  lib.  2.  §  48. 
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The  ceremony  was  scarcely  ended  before  Tima- 
genes  threw  himself  on  his  neck :  and^  unable  to  tear 
himself  from  him,  called  him,  with  abroken  voice,  his 
general,  his  saviour,  his  friend.  Xenophon  surveyed 
him  with  astonishment,  and  endeavoured  to  recognise 
features  of  which  he  had  some  recollection,  but  which 
were  no  longer  &miliar  to  him.  At  length  he  ex- 
claimed :  You  are  certainly  Timagenes  ?  Ah  !  who 
else  could  preserve  such  tender  sentiments  after  so 
long  an  absence  ?  you  make  me  feel  at  this  moment 
how  delicious  it  is  to  see  friends  revive,  from  whom 
we  seem  to  be  separated  for  ever.  Tender  embraces 
followed  this  acknowledgment:  and  during  the 
whole  of  our  stay  at  Corinth,  mutual  explanations 
formed  the  topic  of  their  frequent  conversations. 

Bom  in  .a  town  of  Attica,  and  educated  in  the 
school  of  Socrates,  Xenophon  in  his  early  years  bore 
arms  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He  then  entered 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  army,  assembled  by  the  Younger 
Cyrus  to  dethrone  his  brother  Artaxerxes  king  of 
Persia.'  After  the  death  of  Cyrus,  he  was  entrusted, 
conjointly  with  four  other  officers,  with  the  command 
of  the  Grecian  troops  ;^  and  it  was  then  they  made 
that  masterly  retreat,  as  greatly  to  be  admired  in  its 
kind,  as  the  relation  he  has  given  of  it  is  in  point  of 
composition.  On  his  return,  he  entered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  Agesilaus,  king  of  Lacedasmon,  in  whose  glory 
he  shared,  and  whose  friendship  he  merited.*'  Some 
time  after,  the  Athenians  sentenced  him  to  banish- 

*  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  3.  p.  294.  ■»  Id.  ibid.  p.  299. 

^  Laert.  lib.  2.  $  51.     Nep.  in  Agesil.  c.  1. 
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ment,  jealous^  no  doubt,  of  the  preference  he  had 
given  to  the  LacedaBmotiians.*  But  the  latter,  to  com- 
pensate for  the  harsh  treatment  he  had  suffered  from 
his  countrymen,  bestowed  on  him  an  habitation  at 
Scillus.^ 

In  this  happy  retirement  he  had  spent  several 
years,  and  proposed  returning  to  it  as  soon  as  the 
troubles  of  Peloponnesus  should  be  appeased. 

During  our  stay  at  Corinth,  I  contracted  an  inti- 
macy with  his  two  sons,  Gryllus  and  Diodorus,  and 
a  still  stricter  friendship  with  Timoleon,  the  second 
son  of  Timodemus,  at  whose  house  we  resided. 

Were  I  to  sketch  the  portrait  of  Timoleon,  I 
should  pass  over  the  undaunted  courage  he  has  dis- 
played in  battle,  for  among  warlike  nations  that  is  no 
distinction,  until  carried  to  excess  it  ceases  to  be  a 
virtue;  but  to  exhibit  all  the  qualities  of  his  mind,  I 
should  content  myself  with  enumerating  the  most  emi- 
nent: that  consummate  prudence,  which  in  him 
preceded  maturity;  his  admirable  moderation  when 
his  own  interests  were  the  subject  of  discussion,  and 
his  unshaken  firmness  when  those  of  his  country  were 
in  question ;  his  unalterable  hatred  of  the  despotism 
of  ambition,  and  the  tyranny  of  bad  examples  ;^  and 
I  should  render  his  eulogium  complete,  by  adding, 
that  no  man  more  resembled  Epaminondas,  whom, 
by  a  secret  instinct,  he  had  adopted  for  his  model.* 

Timoleon  was  happy  in  the  public  esteem  and  the 

^  Laert.  lib.  2.  §  51.  ""  Dinarch.  ap.  Laert.  lib.  2.  §  52. 
/  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.p.  237.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  459.  ^  PluU 
ibid. 
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conscioufinessofhisownintegiity^whentheenthusiasm 
of  his  virtue  alienated  from  him  almost  every  friend^ 
and  rendered  him  the  moot  miserable  of  men.  His 
brother^Timophanes^  who  possessed  neither  his  know- 
ledge nor  his  rectitude  of  principle^  had  collected 
around  him  a  number  of  corrupt  men,  who  were 
perpetually  urging  him  to  make  himself  master  of  the 
supreme  authority^  and  finally  wrought  him  into  a 
persuasion  that  hi&  titles  were  well  founded.  A  blind 
presumptuous  courage  had  procured  him  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Corinthians,  whose  armies  he  had  more 
than  once  commanded,  and  who  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  four  hundred  men,  maintained  for  the  internal 
security  of  the  city.  Timophanes  converted  those  men 
into  his  personal  guards ;  gained  over  the  populace 
by  largesses ;  and,  seconded  by  a  formidable  party, 
assumed  the  sovere^nty,  and  dragged  the  citizens 
suspected  to  the  scaffold.^ 

Till  now,  Timoleon  had  only  kept  a  watchful  eye 
over  his  c<Hiduct  and  his  proj  ects.  In  hopes  to  reclaim 
him,  he  endeavoured  to  throw  a  veil  over  his  &ults, 
and  tohe^hten  the  lustre  of  s(Hne  noble  actions  which 
he  had  by  accident  performed.  He  had  been  even 
seen. to  precipitate  himself,  in  battle,  regardless  of 
danger,  amidst  the  enemy,  and  singly  to  sustain  their 
Joint  attacks,  to  rescue  a  brother  whom  he  loved,  and 
whose  body,  covered  with  wounds,  was  on  the  point 
of  falUng  into  their  hands.' 

Indignant,  at  length,  at  seeing  tyranny  established 

^  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  237.         '  Id/ ibid. 
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in  hiB  life-time^  and  in  the  very  bosom  of  his  family^ 
he  painted  in  lively  colours  to  Timophanes  tHe  horror 
he  felt  at  the  crimes  which  he  had  already  committed^ 
and  those  which  he  still  meditated;  conjuring  him 
immediately  to  abdicate  an  odious  power^  and  to  make 
atonement  to  the  manes  of  the  victims  sacrificed  to 
his  mad  ambition .    Some  days  after^  he  again  repaired 
to  his  apartment  accompanied  by  two  of  their  friends^ 
one  of  them  the  brother-in-law  of  Timophanes ;  they 
reiterated  their  united  entreaties^  and  conjured  him  by 
the  endearing  ties  of  blood,  of  friendship/ and  of  his 
count;ry ,     Timophanes  at  first  answered  them  with 
the  most  insulting  derision^  and  at  length  broke  out 
into  menaces  and  rage.    It  had  been  previously  con- 
certed^ tiiat  a  positive  refusal  on  his  part  should  be 
the  signal  of  his  destruction.  His  two  friends^  wearied 
with  bis  resistance^  pkmged  a  dagger  in  his  breast: 
whilst  TimoIe<M»^  with  his  head  covered  with  his  robe, 
remained  overwhelmed  with  grief^  and  dissolved  in 
tears^  in  a  corner  of  the  apartment>^  to  which  he  bad 
retired. 

I  cannot,  without  shuddering,  think  of  that  &i»i 
moment  when  we  heard  those  piercing  criies>  those 
terrifying  word8>  re-echo  througb  the  house:  Timo- 
phanes i&deod!  hfebrother-in^aw  has  kitted  hJdtt!  he 
is  murdered  by  his  brodier !  We  happened  at  that  in- 
stent  to  be  with«Deniari£rte>  hisi  mother;  hi»  &iher 
was  from  home.    Casting  0^  eyes  00  this  unh$|^y 


*  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  237.     Nep.  in  Timol.  c.  1. 
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woman,  I  saw  her  hair  stand  erect  upon  her  head^ 
and  horror  painted  on  her  countenance  amidst  the 
shades  of  death.  When  she  had  recovered  the  use  of 
her  senses,  she  uttered,  without  shedding  a  single 
tear,  the  most  horrid  imprecations  against  Timoleon, 
who  was  denied  even  the  feeble  consolation  of  hearing 
them  from  her  mouth.  Shutting  herself  up  in  her 
apartment,  she  vowed  never  more  to  behold  the 
murderer  of  her  son/ 

Among  the  Corinthians,  some  considered  the 
assassination  of  Timophanes  as  an  heroic,  and  others 
as  an  atrocious  deed .  The  former  thought  they  could 
never  sufficiently  extol  the  exalted  couragewhich  could 
sacrifice  the  ties  of  nature  and  friendship  to  the  public 
good.  The  greater  part,  however,  though  they  approv- 
ed of  the  destruction  of  the  tyrant,"*  added,  that  every 
citizen  had  a  right  to  take  away  his  life,  except  his 
brother.  This  transaction  was  followed  by  a  tumult, 
which  was  soon  appeased,  and  an  accusation  prefer- 
red against  Timoleon,  from  which  he  was  acquitted." 

The  judgment  which  he  passed  on  himself  was 
more  rigorous .  No  sooner  did  he  percieve  that  what 
he  had  done  was  condemned  by  the  greater  number, 
than  he  doubted  of  his  own  innocence,  and  resolved  to 
renounce  life.  His  friends,  by  their  entreaties  and 
attention,  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to  take  some 
nourishment ;  buthe  could  notbe  persuaded  to  remain 
with  them.     He  quitted  Corinth,  and  wandered  for 


*  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  238.  »  Id.  ibid.         °  Diod.  Sic. 

lib.  16.  p.  459. 
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several  years  in  solitary  places^  entirely  abandoned  to 
his  grief,  bitterly  deploring  the  errors  of  his  virtue,  ' 
and  sometimes  the  ingratitude  of  the  Corinthians.'' 

We  shall  one  day  see  him  again  make  his  appear- 
ance with  more  lustre,  and  bestow  happiness  on  a 
great  empire  which  o\ved  to  him  its  liberty. 

The  trouble  occasioned  by  the  murder  of  his  bro- 
ther hastened  our  departure.  We  took  leave  of  Xeno- 
phon  with  great  regret.  I  again  met  with  him,  a  few 
years  after,  atScillus,  and  at  a  proper  time  shall  give 
you  an  account  of  the  conversations  I  then  had  with 
him.  His  two  sons  accompanied  us,  with  intention 
to  serve  in  the  troops  which  the  Athenians  were 
preparing  to  send  to  the  Lacedssmonians. 

In  our  road  we  fell  in  with  a  great  number  of  tra-« 
vellers,  who  were  repairing  to  Athens,  to  be  present  at 
the  greater  Dionysia,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  festi- 
vals of  that  city.  Besides  the  gratification  I  expected 
for  my  curiosity  in  the  magnificence  of  the  other  spec- 
tiicles,  I  was  extremely  desirous  to  be  present  at  a 
competition  that  had  long  been  customary  at  this  time^ 
in  which  poets  vied  with  each  other,  and  presented 
new  tragedies  and  comedies.  We  arrived  on  the  5th 
of  the  month  Elaphebolion,*  and  the  festival  was  to 
commence  in  eight  days.f 

«  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  238.  Nep.  ibid.  c.  1.  *  The  first 
of  April  of  thef  year  362  before  Christ.  +  See  note  V.  at  the 

end  of  the  volume. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

/ 

Levies f  Review^  and  Exerdae  cf  the  Tfoope  of  the  Alhenwrvs. 

Tiro*  Aays  after  o«f  Fetum  to  Athens^  we  repaired  to 
ft  phce  where  the  levy  of  the  troops  intended  to  be 
nent  into  Peloponnesus  was  to  be  made.  They  were  to 
form  ajunction  with  those  of  the  Laeedasmonians^  and 
of  some  other  states,  to  oj^ose,  conjointly  with  them, 
theprojectsoftheThebai>»andtheirallies.^  Hegefo- 
chiis,'  the  sirategus  or  general,  was  seated  cfti  a  raised 
seat/  New  him  a  taxiarch/  or  general  officer,  held 
the  register,  in  which  were  inscribed  the  nam^s  of  t1^ 
citizens  who,  being  of  sufficient  age  to  bear  atifts,* 
were  summoned  to  attend  at  this  tribunal.  He  caBie(¥ 
mer  the  names  aloud,  and  noted  down  those  whom 
the  general  had  chosen.'' 

The  Athenians  are  bound  to  serve  from  the  age  of 
e^teen  to  that  of  sixty/  but  citizens  of  an  advanced 
ag«  are  rarely  required  to  serve  ;*  and  when  those  who 
are  very  young  are  chosen,  care  is  taken  tO'  station 

p  Xen.  Hist  Graec.  lib:  7.  p.  642:     Diod.  Sic.  Kb.  15.  p.  391. 
'  Diod.  Sic.  p.  393.  '  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  746.         *  Aristoph. 

in  Pac.  V.  1 1 72.  '  Id.  in  Equit.  v.  366.  Schol.  ibid.  Suid.  et 
Hesycli.inRaro\.  Argum.  Orat.  Demosth.  adv.  Olymp.  p.  1064. 
■  Lys.  in  Alcib.  p.  275.  Pol.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  115.  '  Arist.  ap. 
Suid.  et  Harpocr.  in  :S^rpar,  Pol.  lib.  2.  c.  2.  §  11.  Taylor  in 
Not*,  ad.  Lys.  p.  124.        ^  Plat,  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  752. 
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them  at  a  distance  from  the  posts  most  exposed.' 
Sometimes  the  government  fixes  the  age  of  the  re- 
cruits/ and  sometimes  they  are  drawn  for  by  lot  * 

Such  as  farm  the  public  imposts^  or  perform  in  the 
chwuses  at  the  festivals  of  Bacchus^  are  exempted 
from  service  f  and  it  is  only  on  urgent  occasions  that 
the  slaves/  the  foreigners  settled  in  Attica^  and  the 
poorest  of  the  citizens,  are  obliged  to  take  the  field/ 
These  are  very  seldom  enrolled^because  they  h«venot 
taken  the  oath  to  defend  the  country,  or  because  they 
are  supposed  to  have  no  interest  in  it  to  defend .  The 
law  confides  this  important  trust  only  to  citizens  pos- 
sessing some  property ;  and  the  wealthiest  serve  as 
ccanmon  soldiers.  Hence  it  happens  that  the  loss  of 
a  battle,  by  enfeebling  the  higher  classes,  contributes 
to  give  the  inferior  ones  a  superiority,  which  may 
change  the  form  of  government.' 

The  repubMe  had  engaged  to  fumisb  the  army  of 
the  allies  with  six  thousand  men,  cavalry  and  in&ntry  .• 
The  day  after  their  enrolment,  they  tumultuousfydis-- 
persed  themselves  with  their  arms  about  the  streets 
-  and  public  places.  Their  names  were  affixed  to  the 
statues  of  the  ten  heroes  after  whom  the  tribes  of 
Athens  are  named/ sa that  any  person  might  read  on 
each  statue  the  names  of  the  soldiers  of  each  tribe, 

'  .^Ssch.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  492.  Suid.  et  Etym.  Mago.  in  TepOp, 
^  Detao^tk  Philipp.  t.  i.  p.  50.  ^  Lys.  pro  Maattl.  p.  307. 
<"  Sam.  Pet.  p.  555.  UlpiaD.  in  3  Olyntlu  p.  43.  ^  Aristoph. 
ia  Ran.  v.  33  et  7;05.  Schol.  ibid.  ®  Aristop^.  ap.  Haqioqr.  in> 
e^lr^      Sam.  Pet  p.  5^.  '  Anstot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5%  c.  3k  t.  ii. 

p.  3d9^  ^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  10.  p.  3^3^  ^  Aristoph.  ia  Lysifit. 
V.  556,  &c.     Id.  in  Pac.  v.  1183.     Schol.  ibid. 
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« 

A  few  days  after  there  was  a  review  of  the  troops, 
to  which  I  went,  in  company  with  Timagenes,  ApoF- 
lodorus,  and  Philotas.  We  there  saw  Iphicrates, 
Timotheus,  Phocion,  Chahrias,  all  the  old  generals, 
and  those  for  the  present  year.  The  latter  had  been 
drawn  by  lot,  according  to  custom,  in  the  assembly  of 
the  people.  They  were  ten  in  number,  one  chosen 
from  each  tribe.^  This  brings  to  my  mind  a  remark 
of  Philip  of  Macedon :  ^^  I  envy  the  good  fortune  of 
the  Athenians,"  said  he ;  "  they  find  ten  men  every 
year  able  to  command  their  armies,  whilst  I  could 
never  find  any  one  but  Parmenio  to  head  mine.^*' 

Formerly  the  command  devolved  alternately  on 
the  ten  strategi.  Every  day  the  army  had  a  new 
general;"  and  when  the  council  was  divided,  the 
polemarch^  one  of  the  chief  magistrates  of  the  repub- 
lic, had  the  right  of  given  his  suffrage.**  At  present 
the  whole  authority  is  commonly  vested  in  the  hands 
of  one  man,  who  is  obliged,  at  his  return,  to  give 
an  account  of  what  he  has  done,  unless  previously 
invested  with  unlimited  power.°  The  other  generals 
remain  at  Athens,  with  no  other  function  than  that 
of  appearing  at  public  ceremonies  .^ 

The  infantry^  was  composed  of  three  orders :  the 
oplitae,  or  heavy-armed  soldiers;  the  light  armed;  and 


^  Demosth.  Philip,  i.  p.  50.  Aristot.  et  Hypr.  ap.  Harpocr.  iif 
Srpan^y.  Plut.  in  Cim.  p.  483. ;  et  alii.  *  Plut.  Apophtb. 
t  ii.  p- 177.  ">  Herodot.  lib,  6.  c.  1 10.  Plut.  in  Arist.  t.  i.  p.  321. 
"  Herodot.  lib.  6.  c.  109.  °  Plut.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  200.  Suid. 
in  Avroicp.  p  Demosth.  Philip,  i.  p.  51..  *>  Plut.  Reip»  Ger. 
Praecept.  t.  ii.  p.  810. 
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tRe  peltastffi^  whose  arms  were  neither  so  weighty 
as  those  of  the  former^  nor  so  light  as  those  of  the 
latter/ 

The  defensive  armour  of  the  oplite  consisted  of 
the  helmet^  the  cuirass^  the  buckler^  and  a  sort  of 
buskins  that  covered  the  fore  part  of  the  leg;  their 
offei^sive  weapons  were  the  lance  and  the  sword.' 

The  light-armed  troops  were  to  cast  javelins  or 
darts ;  and  some  to  throw  stones  with  the  sling  or 
hand.  The  peltastse  carried  a  spear^  and  a  small 
shield  called  the  pelta. 

The  shields^  almost  all  made  of  willow>  or  some- 
times of  osier^  were  ornamented  with  colours^  em- 
blems^ and  inscriptions.''  I  saw  some  on  which  these 
words  were  written  in  golden  letters^  To  good  for- 
tune;^ and  others^  on  which  some  officers  bore  sym- 
bols alluding  to  their  character  or  taste.  As  I  passed 
on,  I  overheard  an  old  man  saying  to  his  companions : 
I  was  in  that  unfortunate  expedition  into  Sicily,  fifty- 
three  years  ago.  I  served  under  Nicias,  Alcibiades,: 
and  Lamachus.  You  have  heard  of  the  riches  of  the 
first,  and  of  the  valour  and  beauty  of  the  second ;  the 
third  was  distinguished  by  his  undaunted  courage. 
The  buckler  of  Nicias  was  decorated  with  gold  and 
purple/  that  of  Lamachus  represented  a  gorgon's. 


'  Arrian.  Tact.  p.  10.     iElian.  Tact.  c.  ^.  •  Said,  iaOirX. 

'  Thucyd.  lib.  4.  c.  9.  Pol.  lib.  1.  c.  10.  §  133.  Theophr.  Hist. 
Plant,  lib.  5.  c.  4.  p.  518.  *"  iEschyl.  Sept.  cont.  Theb.  t.  393, 
&c.  '  Plut.  in  Demostb.  t  i.  p.  855.  '  Plut.  ia  Nic.  t.  i.. 

p.  542.     Pol.  lib.  1.  c.  10.  §  134. 
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heack/  and  that  of  Alcibiade»  bore  a  cupid  darting^ 
thunder.* 

I  was  desirous  of  hearing  the  rest  of  this  conver- 
sation^ but  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  Iphi- 
cmtes^  to  whom  Apollodorus  had  been  recounting 
the  advenftures  of  Timagenes  and  myself.  After  the 
first  salutations^  Timagenes  compKmented  him  on  the 
cbanges  he  bad  introduced  into  the  armour  of  the 
o|tit^.  They  were  necessary,  answered  Ipfaicmtes : 
the  phalanx,  oppressed  with  the  weight  of  their  arms, 
could  scarcely  perform  the  necessary  motions,  and 
were  better  fitted  to  resist,  than  act  offensively  against 
the  enemy.  The  metal  cuirass  n»  exchanged  for  one 
of  canvas,  and  a  small  and  light  buckler  is  substituted 
for  those  enormous  shields,  which,  while  they  pro- 
tected the  body,  prevented  the  soldier  from  acting. 
The  spear  is  lengthened  one  third ;  and  the  sword  is 
half  as  long  again  as  formerly.  The  soldier  fastens 
and  unbinds  the  armour  of  his  legs  with  more  facility.** 
I  was  particularly  desirous  of  rendering  the  opfits? 
more  formidable,  for  they  are  in  an  army  what  the 
breast  is  to  the  human  body.  As  fphicrates  bad  no 
objection  to  display  his  eloquence,  he  pursued  his 
simile,  comparing  the  general  to  the  head,  the  cavalry 
to  the  feet,  and  the  light  troops  to  the  hands  .•  Tima- 
genes asked  him,  why  he  had  not  adopted  the  Boeotian 
helmet,  which  covers  the  neck,  extending  even  over 
the  cuirass  V    This  question  led  to  many  others,  on 

»  Artetoph.  Acharn.  v.  573.     Scbol.  ibid.  •  Plut.  in  Alfcib. 

ti  i.  p.  198.      *  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  360.     Ncp.  in  Iphicr.  c.  !• 
^  Plut.  in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p.  278.         **  Xen.  de  Re  Equest.  p.  952. 
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the  manual  exercise  of  the  troops^  as  welt  as  on  the 
Qreek  and  Persian  tactics.  I  at  the  same  time  made 
inquiries  of  ApoUodorus  relative  to  many  subjects^ 
which  will  be  explained  by  his  answers. 

Under  the  ten  strategic  said  he,  there  are  the  same 
number  of  taxiarchs^  who,  tike  the  former,  are  an** 
nually  appointed  by  lot,  and  drawn  from  each  tribe 
in  the  ganeral  assembly.''  It  is  their  duty,  under  the 
direction  of  the  generals,  to  provide  the  army  witii 
necessaries,  to  regulate  the  order  of  its  marches, 
superintend  its  encampments,^  maintain  disdpKne, 
and  take  care  that  the  arms  are  in  good  order. 
Occasionally,  they  command  the  right  wing,^  and 
the  general  sometimes  dispatches  them  to  carry  the 
news  of  a  victory,  and  give  a  particular  account  of 
what  passed  in  the  battle.'' 

At  this  moment  we  saw  a  man  habited  in  a  tunic  ^ 
reaching  to  his  knees,  and  over  which  he  should  have 
worn  his  curiass,  which  he  held  in  his  hands,  with  his 
other  arms.  On  his  approaching  the  taxiarch  of  hi^ 
tribe,  near  to  whom  we  were.  Comrade,  said  that 
officer  to  him,  why  do  you  not  \mt  on  your  cuirass  f 
He  answered.  The  time  of  my  service  is  expired;  1 
was  ploughing  my  field  when  you  catted  of  er  the 
names  yesterday.  I  was  enrolled  in  the  militia  und^ 
the  archonship  of  Callias ;  look  at  your  list  of  ar- 

«  Demosth.  Philip,  i.  p.  50.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.^9.  §  54.  ^  Sigon. 
de  Rep.  Athen.  lib.  4.  c.  5.  Port  Archaeol.  Qraec,  lib.  3.  c.  5. 
«  Aristoph  in  Av.  v.  352.  *•  ^schin.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  422. 

*  Xen.  Exped.  lib.  5.  p.  347.     iElian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  3.  c.  37. 
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chons^^  and  you  will  see  that  upwards  of  forty-two 
years  have  elapsed  since  that  period.  Nevertheless^ 
if  my  country  stands  in  need  of  me,  I  have  brought 
my  arms.  The  officers  having  examined,  found  that 
wh^t  he  said  was  true ;  and,  after  conferring  with 
the  general,  erased  the  name  of  this  worthy  citizen^ 
and  substituted  another.* 

The  places  of  the  ten  taxiarchs  are  of  that  kind  of 
public  employments  which  men  are  more  anxious  to 
obtain,  than  scrupulously  to  discharge.  Most  of 
them  avoid  following  the  army,  and  their  functions 
are  divided  among  the  chiefs  whom  the  general  places 
at  the  head  of  divisions  and  subdivision  s.""  They  are 
pretty  numerous.  Some  have  the  command  of  128 
men,  others  of  356,  512,  and  1024,"  following  a  pro- 
portion unlimited  in  ascending,  but  which  in  descend- 
ing ends  in  a  term  that  may  be  considered  as  the 
element  or  basis  of  the  different  divisions  of  the 
phalanx.  This  element  is  the  file,  sometimes  com- 
posed of  eight  men,  but  oftener  of  sixteen.** 

Here  I  interrupted  ApoUodorus^  to  show  him  a 
man  with  a  crown  upon  his  head,  and  a  caduceus  in 
his  hand.i^    I  have  already,  said  I,  seen  several  of  ^ 
these  pass  by.  They  are  heralds,  answered  he.  Their 
persons  are  sacred,  and  their  Sanctions -important  * 

^  Demosth.  ap.  Harpoc.  in  *Eirutwfi.  *  Aristopb.  in  Pac. 
V.  1181.  Lys.  pro  Mil.  p.  161.  "»  PolyaBn.  Stratag.  lib.  3.  c.  9. 
§  10.  »  Arrian.  Tact,  p.  28.  iElian.  Tact.  c.  4.  *»  Xenopb. 
Hist.  GraBC.  lib.  4.  p.  515.  Arrian.  Tact.  p.  18.  iElian.  c.  7. 
P  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c.  53. 
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tbey  proclaim  war,  propose  a  truce  or  peace>^  publish 
the  orders  of  the  general/  give  out  orders^  assemble 
the  army/  declare  the  time  of  departure^  the  place 
of  destination,  and  how  many  days'  provision  will  be 
necessary.'  If,  at  the  moment  of  attack  or  retreat, 
the  voice  of  the  herald  is  overpowered  by  the  tumult^ 
signals  are  hoisted  ;^  if  the  dust  prevents  them  from 
being  seen^  the  trumpet  is  sounded;  and  all  these 
methods  failing,  an  aide-du-camp  flies  from  rank  to 
rank,  to  carry  the  commands  of  the  general.' 

At  this  instant,  some  young  men,  passing  with  the 
utmost  rapidity,  had  nearly  thrown  down  several 
grave  personages  who  were  marching  with  slow  and 
«oIemn  steps.  The  first;  said  ApoUodorus,  are  mes* 
sengers  /  the  latter,  soothsayers :  two  kinds  of  men 
often  employed  in  our  army ;  the  one,  to  carry  the 
orders  of  the  general  to  a  distance ;  the  other,  to 
examine  the  entrails  of  the  victims,  and  declare  from 
them  the  will  of  the  gods.* 

Thus,  said  I,  among  the  Greeks,  the  operations  of 
a  campaign  depend  on  the  interest  and  ignorance  of 
these  pretended  interpreters  of  the  commands  of 
heaven.  Too  often,  replied  he.  Yet,  admitting  that 
superstition  has  introduced  them  among  us,  it  is  not 
perhaps  impolitic  to  retain  them.     Our  soldiers  are 

*»  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  4.  p.  533.  Id.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  5. 
-p.  366.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  817.  Id.  de  Laced.  Rep.  p.  686.  •  Id. 
Exped.  lib.  3.  p.  299.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  312.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in 
Av.  V.  450.  ■  Thucyd.  ibid.  c.  63.  Suid.  in  Si/fi.  iElian.  Tact 
c  34.  *  Xeo.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  319  ;  et  alii.  ^  Suid.  in  Ejctcuct. 
Ghiisch.  Tact.  d'Arrien.  t.  ii.  p.  16Q.  » Said,  in  'H/«po^f>.  Har- 
pocr.  in  Apo/ioic.  *■  Xeo.  de  Mag.  Equit.  p.  97%     Id.  Exped. 

Cyr.  et  alii. 
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free  men ;  brave ;  but  impatient,  and  incapable  of 
submitting  to  the  prudent  ddayft  of  a  general,  who, 
unable  to  prevail  on  them  to  listen  to  reason^  lias 
frequently  no  other  resource  but  to  make  the  gods 
speak. 

As  we  were  walking  around  the  phalanx,  I  ob- 
served that  each  general  officer  had  by  his  side  a 
subaltern,  who  never  quitted  him.  He  is  his  shield- 
bearer,^  said  Ap(4iodorus.  He  is  obliged  to  follow 
him  into  the  heat  of  the  battle,  and,  on  certain  occa- 
sions, to  takeeharge  of  his  buckler.''  Every  oplites^ 
or  heavy-^rmed  soldier^  has  likewise  an  attendant,'' 
who,  among  other  functions,  executes  that  of  shield- 
bearer;*  but  care  is  taken  to  send  him  back  to  the 
baggage  before  the  engagement/  With  us,  disho- 
nour lies  in  the  loss  of  the  buckler,*^  and  not  of  the 
sword  or  oth»  offensive  weapons.  Why  this  dif- 
ference? said  I.  To  give  us  a  momentous  lesson, 
answered  he ;  to  teach  us  to  think  less  of  spilling  the 
blood  of  the  enemy,  than  of  preventing  them  from 
shedding  ours;^  thus  intimating,  that  war  should 
rather  be  deemed  a  state  of  defence  than  of  attack. 

We  next  went  to  the  Lyc»um,  to  see  the  cavalry 
reviewed.  The  command  of  it  belongs  of  rigbt  to  two 
genemls  named  hipparchs,  and  ten  particular  officers 

^iEliBD.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  11.  c.  9.  Plut.  Apopht.  t.  ii.  p.  104. 
«  Xen.  Kxp«<L  Gyr.  lib.4.  p.  321 .  *  Thucyd.  lib,  3.  c.  17.  p.  177. 
«  PolyaBD.  Stratag.  lib.  2,  c.  3.  §  10.  '  iElian.  Tact,  a  53. 

Arrian.  Tact.  p.  73.     ^  iEecbin.  in  Tim.  p.  264.  Lys.  in  Theomn. 
p.  174.     Andoc.  de  Myst.  p.  10.       ^  Plat,  in  Pelop.  U  i.  p.  278. 
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called  phylarchs  ;  both  of  which  are  annually  drawn 
by  lot  in  the  assembly  of  the  people.' 

Some  Athenians  are  eariy  enrolled  in  tiiis  body^ 
as  almost  all  the  others  are  in  the  in&ntry.  It  con- 
sists only  of  twelve  hundred  men^^  each  tribe  fur- 
nishing one  hundred  and  twenty,  with  the  officer 
who  is  to  command  them  J  The  number  actually 
employed  is  usually  regulated  by  that  of  the  heavy- 
armed  sddiers;  and  the  proportion,  which  varies 
according  to  circumstances,  is  often  that  of  one  to 
ten ;  that  is  to  say,  two  hundred  horses  are  added 
to  two  thousand  oplitas."" 

It  is  not  above  a  century,  said  Apollodorus^  that 
we  have  hadany  cavalry  in  our  armies.  It  is  nume- 
rous in  Thessaly,  because  that  country  abounds  in 
pasturage.  The  other  districts  of  Greece  are  m  dry 
and  barren,  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  rear  horsed ; 
for  which  reason  none  but  the  rich  enter  into  the 
cavalry;'  and  hence  the  respect  and  honour  an- 
nexed to  that  service.** 

No  person  can.  obtain  admission  into  this  corps 
without  the  previous  consent  of  the  generals,  tiie  par- 
ticular officers,  and  especially  of  the  senate^  who  p^ 
extraordinary  attention  to  the  maintenance  and 
splendour  of  so  distinguished  a  bodyofmen^^"  They 
are  now  attending  at  the  ijispection  of  thenew  levies. 

*  Demosth.  Philip,  i.  p.  60.  ^  Andoc.  Orat.  dc  Pace,  p.  24 

Said,  in  line.  '  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  94.     Harpocr.  in  ^\. 

"  Demosth.  ibid.  Xenoph.  Hist.  Grasc.  lib.  1.  p.  440.  "  Xen. 
de  Re  Equestr.  p.  935.  °  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  c.  iii.  t.  ii.  p. 
365.  p.  Xen.  de  Mag.  Equit.  p.  955.     Lycurg.  ap  Harpocr. 
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The  soldiers  appeared  before  them  with  a  helmet^ 
cuirass^  buckler^  sword^  lance^  or  javelin^  a  small  cloaks 
&c.  Whilst  they  were  proceeding  to  the  examination 
of  the  arms^  Timagenes^  who  had  made  every  thing* 
relative  to  the  military  art  his  particular  study^  said 
to  us :  A  cuirass  too  wide  or  too  strait  becomes 
either  an  insupportable  weighty  or  binds  and  confines 
the  body,'  The  helmet  should  be  so  contrived  as  to 
suffer  the  horseman  occasionally  to  draw  it  down 
over  the  middle  of  his  face.  The  left  arm  should  be 
defended  by  the  armour  lately  invented^  which  easily 
stretching  and  folding  up^  wholly  covers  that  part  of 
the  body  from  the  shoulder  to  the  hand.  On  the 
right  arm  should  be  worn  leather  arm-pieces  and 
brass  plates ;  and  in  certain  places  calves  skin^  care 
being  taken  that  these  means  of  defence  do  not  con- 
fine the  motions  of  the  body ;  the  legs  and  feet  should 
be  defended  by  leathern  boots/ provided  with  spurs/ 
The  sabre  is  justly  preferred  to  the  sword  for  horse- 
men. Instead  of  those  long  lances^  so  brittle  and 
heavy,  that  you  see  used  by  most  of  our  soldiers,  I 
shoiild  like  better  two  small  pikes  of  the  service  wood, 
the  one  to  throw,  the  other  for  defence.'  The  head 
and  breast  of  the  horse  should  be  protected  by  ar- 
mour, and  his  flanks  and  belly  by  cloth  spread  on  his 
back,  on  which  the  rider  may  be  seated."" 

Though  the  Athenian  cavalry  had  not  adopted  all 
the  improvements  which  Timagenes  had  suggested, 

^  Xen.  de  Re  Equesr.  p.  962.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  953.         •  Id. 

ibid.  p.  944.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  953.^         "  Id.  ibid.  p.  962.  et  de 

Magist.  Equit.  p.  958. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  CMP  ANACHABSIS.  153 

yet  he  was  tolerably  well  sati&fied  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  armed.  The  senators  and 
general  officers  dismissed  some  who  did  not  appear 
to  have  sufficient  strength  of  body,""  and  reproached 
t>ther8  with  neglecting  their  arms.  They  next  ex- 
amined whether  the  horses  were  easy  to  mount/ 
docile  to  the  bit^  and  capable  of  supporting  fatigue;' 
whether  they  were  not  vicious/  too  fiery,  or  too 
tame.*  Several  of  them  were  found  faulty^  and 
rejected;  to  prevent  any  of  the  old  or  infirm  ones 
from  ever  again  being  introduced,  they  were  marked 
on  the  jaw  with  a  hot  iron.® 

During  the  course  of  this  examination,  the  sol- 
diers of  one  of  the  tribes  advanced  with  loud  cla- 
mours to  accuse  to  the  senate  one  of  their  comrades 
who,  a  few  years  beforei  in  the  heat  of  action,  had 
passed  from  the  infantry  into  the  cavalry,  without 
the  permission  of  the  officers.  The  offence  being 
public,  and  the  law  express,^  he  was  sentenced  to 
that  species  of  infamy  which  deprives  a  citizen  of 
the  greater  part  of  his  privileges. 

The  same  penalty  is  inflicted  on  the  citizen  who 
refuses  to  serve®  unless  compelled  by  the  courts  of 
justice/  It  is  incurred  likewise  by  the  soldier  who 
flies  at  sight  of  the  enemy,  or,  to  avoid  danger  es- 

^  Xeo.  de  Magist.  Equit.  p.  956.  '  Id.  de  Re  £que9tr.  p. 

936.  '  Id.  de  Magist.  Equit.  p.  954.  »  Id.  de  Re  Equestr. 
p.  937.  ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  947.  *^  Hesych.  et  Etym.    Tpvaiir. 

Eustath.  in  Odyss.  lib.  4.  p.  1517.  **  Lys.  in  Alcib.  1.  p.  276 

€t  282.  Id.  in  Alcib.  2.  p.  299.  Lys.  ap.  Harpocr.  Ao«/x.  De- 
mosth.  pro  Rhod.  Libert,  p.  148.  ®  Demosth.  in  Neaer.  p.  865. 
Id.  in  Timocr.  p.  789.         'Xenoph.  de  Magist.  Equit.  p.  955. 
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<:apes  into  a  lees  cKpofted  raak.^  In  all  tiiese  cages^ 
the  offender  is  excluded  from  the  geiieral  assembly 
and  public  sacrifices;  and  should  he  appear^  each 
citizen  is  entided  to  commencea  prosecution  against 
bmL  The  punishmentB  for  such  delinquencies  are 
different;  and  if  it  be  a  pecuniary  fine^  he  is  thrown 
into  prison  till  he  pays  it. 

Treason  is  punished  with  deaUi^**  as  is  desertion  ;* 
for  to  desert  is  to  betray  the  state.''  The  general  has 
the  power  of  degrading  to  an  inferior  rank^  and  even 
of  employing  in  the  meanesi;  functions^  the  officer 
who  dishonours  himself,  or  is  guilty  of  disobedience.' 

Such  rigoroiui  laws,  said  I^  must  certainly  main- 
tain a  sense  of  honour  and  subordination  in  your 
armies*  Apollodoiws answered:  A  state  which  ceases 
to  protect  its  laws  can  no  longer  expect  to  be  pro- 
tected by  Ihem.  The  most  essential  of  all^  that 
wbkh  obliges  <^cli  citizen  personally  to  defend  his 
country^  is  every  day  shameftiUy  violated.  The 
wealidiiest  procure  themselves  to  be  registered  in  the 
cavalry,  and  avoid  service,  either  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions,""  or  by  finding  a  substitute^  whom  they 
furnish  wit6  a  h(H»e.°  We  shall  soon  have  no  more 
Athenians  in  our  armies.  You  saw  a  small  number 
indeed  enrolled  yesterday,  but  they  have  been  just 


»  iEschin.  in  Ctes.  p.  456.  Lys.  in  Alcib.  1.  p.  ^75  et  ^78. 
*  Lys.  in  Philon.  p.  408.  *  Pet.  Leg,  Att  p.  663.  ^  Snid,«t 
Heeych.  in  AvrdfioX.  '  Xenoph.  de  Magist.  Equit.  p.  957.  Id. 
Exped.  Cyr,  lib.  3.  p.  296.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  556.  "  Deoaosti. 
in  Mid.  p.'  629.     Xen.  de  Magist.  Equiu  p.  972.  »  PpUer, 

ArchflBol.  Graac.  Ub.  3.  c.  3. 
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associi^d  with  a  band  of  mercenaries^  to  whom  we 
blush  not  to  confide  the  eiiety  of  the  republic.  For 
some  time  past  a  set  of  daring  chiefs  tiave  arisen  in 
Greece,  who,  after  collecting  soldiers  of  all  nations,  fly 
from  country  to  country,  with  death  and  desolation 
in  their  jtrain,  prostituting  their  valour  to  the  power 
that  pays  them,  and  equally  ready  to  turn  their  arms 
against  it  on  the  slightest  discontent.''  Suchj  at  this 
day^  are  the  resources  and  the  hope  of  Athens.  No 
sooner  is  war  declared,  than  the  people,  accustomed 
to  the  sweets  of  peace,  and  dreading  the  fatigues  of 
a  campaign^  exdaim  wiUi  one  voice^  Send  for  ten 
thousand  or  twenty  thousand  foreigners .^  Our  an- 
cestors would  have  shuddered  at  these  disgraceful 
clamours ;  but  abuse  has  become  custom,  and  that 
custom  kw. 

However,  said  I,  if  among  these  venal  troops  y4Ml 
could  find  some  capable  of  disci{dine,  by  incorpocat- 
ing  them  with  your  own,  you  would  compel  them  to 
keep  a  mutual  watch  over  each  other,  and  possibly 
jH-oduce  an  useful  emulation.^  If  our  virtues  stand  in 
need  of  spectators,  answered  he^  why  go  in  search  of 
them  outof  theUmits  of  the  republic?  By  anadmira* 
ble  institution^  the  members  of  a  tribe  or  disbiet  are 
enrolled  in  the  same  cohort^  the  same  squadron ;  they 
march,  they  fight  by  the  side  of  their  relations,  their 
friends,  their  neighbours,  their  rivals.  What  soldier 

**  Demos^h.  in  Aristocr.  p.  747.    Id.  Philip.  1 .  p.  50.    Isocr.  de 

Pace,  t.  i.  p.  384.     Id.  Orat.  ad  Philip,  t.  i.  p.  278.     Id.  Epist.  3. 

.   ad  Philip,  ibid.  p.  457.     Id.  Epist.  ad  Archid.  ap.  Phot.  Biblioth. 

p.  334.     Polyasn.  Stratag.  lib.  3.  c.  10.  §  9.      p  Demoath.  Philip. 

1.  p.  50.         •»  Xen.  de  Magist.  Equit.  1.  p.  971. 
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would  dare  to  commit  an  act  of  cowardice  in  the 
presence  of  such  formidable  witnesses  ?  How,  at  his 
return,  could  he  bear  the  sight  of  men  ever  ready  to 
cover  him  with  confusion  ? 

After  Apollodorus  had  expatiated  on  the  scan- 
dalous luxury  which  the  officers,  and  even  the  gene- 
rals, were  beginning  to  introduce  into  the  army,'  I 
desired  him  to  inform  me  of  the  pay  of  the  foot-sol- 
diers and  cavalry.  That,  answered  Apollodorus, 
has  varied  according  to  times  and  circumstances. 
I  have  heard  old  men,  who  served  sixty-eight  years 
ago  at  the  siege  of  Potidaea,  say,  that  the  pay  of  the 
oplites,  for  himself  and  attendant,' was  two  drachmas 
a  day  ;*  but  this  was  a  singular  instance,  and  ex- 
hausted the  public  treasury.  About  twenty  years 
after,  the  republic  was  obliged  to  dismiss  a  body  of 
light  troops  that  had  been  sent  for  from  Thrace,  be- 
cause they  required  the  half  of  this  pay.* 

The  ordinary  pay  of  the  oplites  at  present  is  four 
y)boli,  or  twenty  drachmas,  a  month. f*  Twice  this 
sum  is  usually  given  to  the  leader  of  a  cohort,  and 
quadruple  to  the  general.*  This  sum  is  sometimes 
reduced,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  to  one  half;' 
in  which  case  it  is  presumed  that  this  is  sufficient  to 


'  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  625.  Theoph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  12.  p.  532. 
'*  Thucyd*  lib;  3.  c.  17.  ♦  1  livre  16  sols  (or  18  pence.) 

'  Thucyd.  lib.  7.  c.  27.  p.  461.  +  About  12  sols  (or  6  pence) 
a  day ;  18  livres  (or  15  shillings)  monthly.  "  Theoponnp.  ap. 

Poll.  lib.  9.  c  6.  §  64.  Eustath.  in  Iliad,  p.  951.  Id.  in  Odyss. 
p.  1405.  *  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  7.  p.  402  et  413,  "  '  De- 
mosth. Philip.  1.  p.' 51. 
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procure  a  bare  subsistence  for  the  foot-soldier^  and 
that  his  share  of  booty  will  make  up  the  deficiency. 

The  pay  of  the  horseman^  in  time  of  war^  is,  ac- 
cording to  tircumstances,  double/  triple/  nay,  even 
quadruple'',  to  that  of  the  foot-soldier.  In  peace, 
when  there  is  no  longer  any  pay,  he  receives,  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  horse,  sixteen  drachmas  a 
month,*  which  makes  an  annual  expenditure  of 
about  forty  talentsf  for  the  public  treasury ."^ 

ApoUodorus  was  never  wearied  with  satisfying 
my  curiosity.  The  soldiers,  before  they  march,  said 
he,  are  ordered  to  lay  in  provisions  for  some  days.^ 
It  is  then  the  business  of  the  generals  to  provide  the 
markets  with  every  thing  necessary.®  The  baggage 
is  conveyed  in  covibred  waggons,  on  beasts  of  bur« 
then  and  by  slaves.  Sometimes  the  soldiers  are 
themselves  obliged  to  carry  it.^ 

You  wish  to  know  the  practice  of  the  Greeks 
respecting  the  spoils  taken  from  the  enemy.  The 
right  of  disposing  of  them,  or  making  a  distribution, 
has  always  been  considered  as  one  of  the  prerogatives 
of  the  general.  During  the  Trojan  war  they  were 
laid  at  his  feet ;  one  part  he  reserved  for  himself,  and 
divided  the  remainder  either  among  the  chiefs  or 
soldiers.^    Eight  hundred  years  after,  the  generals 

'  Thacyd.  lib.  5.  c.  47.         •  Demosth.  ibid.  *»  Xen.  Hist. 

OrsBC.  lib.  6.  p.  556.        *  About  14  livres  8  sols  (or  12  shillings.) 
+  About  216,000  livres  (or  9,000i.  sterling.)  *^  Xen.  de  Mag. 

Equit  p.  956.     Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  552.        **  Aristoph.  Acharn.  v. 
196.  Schol.  ibid.     Plut.in  Phoc.  p.  762.  *Xen.  Memor.  lib. 

3.  p.  762.        '  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  3.  p.  303^  &c.       ^  Homer. 
Iliad,  lib.  9.  v.  330.     Odyss.  lib.  9.  v.  39 ;  lib.  14.  v.  232. 
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reflated  the  partition  of  the  spoils  taken  from  the 
Pergkins  after  the  battle  of  PlateBa.  They  were 
shared  among  the  soldiers,  after  sdling  apart  a  cer- 
tain portion  to  decorate  the  temfdes  of  Greece^  and 
decreeing  proportionable  rewards  to  those  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  action.^ 

From  that  period  to  the  present  time,  the  Grecian 
generals  have  been  seen  successively  disposing  of 
the  sums  arising  from  the  sale  of  plunder;  deposit- 
ing them  in  the  public  treasury  ;*  assigning  them  to 
defray  the  expense  of  public  works,^  or  the  decora-* 
tion  of  temples ;  *  enriching  with  Uiem  their  friends 
or  soldiers  ;°^  adding  them  to  their  own  wealth/  or 
at  least  appropriating  to  themselves  the  third,  which 
in  certain  countries  is  regularly  assigned  them  by 
constant  usage."" 

With  us  there  is  no  law  to  restrain  the  preraga« 
tive  of  the  general,  who  avails  himself  of  it  as  he 
happens  to  be  more  or  less  disinterested.  All  that 
the  state  requires  of  him  is^  that  the  troops  may  live^  if 
possible,  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy,  and  find  in  the 
division  of  the  spoils  a  siqiplement  to  their  pay^  when 

^  Herodot.  lib,  9.  c.  80.      Diod.  Sic.  lib.  11.  p.  26.     Plut.  in 
Aristid.  t.  i.  p.  331.  *  This  is  what  was  done  sometimes  by 

CiMOM,  PluU  p.  484  at  487 ;  by  TuiOTHEns,  Nep.  in  Tim.  e. 
1 ;  by  Lysamder,  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  %  p.  462.  Diod.  Sic. 
lib.  1 3.  p.  225.  Plut.  in  Lys.  p.  442.  »^  Gimojc ,  Plut.  in  Cim. 
p.  487.  N«p.  in  Cim.  c.  2.  '  Herodot  lib.  0.  c.  80.  Thucyd. 
lib.  3.  c.  114.  "^  MtronideS)  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  11.  p.  63.  Agb- 
8ILAU8,  Nep.  in  Ages.  c.  3.  Plut  in  Agea.  p.  001 .  Xen.  in  Ages. 
p.  654.  Iphicrates,  Polyaon.  Stratag.  lib.  3.  c.  9.  §  3.  "  Cu 
MON,  Pint.  etNep.  ut  supra.  ^  Clbombnes,  Polyb.  Hist.  lib. 

2.  p.  147. 
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it  becomes  necessary  to  diminish  it  from  motives  of 
economy.  , 

The  following"  days  were  set  apart  for  the  exercise 
of  the  troops.  1  shall  not  attempt  to  speak  of  all  the 
manoeuvres  to  which  1  was  a  witness ;  my  description 
would  be  but  imperfect^  and  useless  to  those  for 
whom  I  am  writing :  the  following  are  only  a  few 
general  obsemations. 

Near  Mount  Anchesmus^  we  found  a  body  of 
sixteen  hundred  heavy-armed  infantry^  drawn  up 
sixteen  deep^  and  one  hundred  in  fronts  each  soldier 
occupying*  the  space  of  four  cubits.*  To  them  was 
added  another  body  of  Kght-armed  troops. 

The  best  men  were  placed  in  the  first  and  last 
mnks.'i  The  commanders  of  the  files  especially^  as 
wdl  as  those  at  each  end,  were  all  of  them  men  dis- 
tinguished for  their  bravery  and  experience.*  One 
of  the  officers  gave  the  word  of  command.  Take  up 
your  arms^  cried  he:*  Followers,  leave  the  phalanx : 
Raise  your  pikes :  Lower  your  pikes :  Fife-leader, 
dress  the  files  :  Take  your  distances  :  To  the  right 
about :  To  the  left  about  :*  The  pike  within  your 
buckler  :*  March  r*  Halt :  Double  your  files :  Re- 
cover your  position :  The  Lacedaemonian  evolution  : 
Recover  your  position,  &c. 

At  the  word  of  command,  we  saw  the  phalanx 

P  jElian.  Tact,  cu  U,  *  5  feet  8  inches  French  (or  6  feet 

English  nearly).  *>  X^n.  Memor.  lib.  3.  p.  762.         '  Arrian^ 

Tact.  p.  20  et  33.  Miaja.  Tact.  c.  51.  ■  Arrian.  ibid.  p.  7X 
iElian,  Tact.  c.  51  et  W.  '  Theophr.  Charact.  TIcpl  "0\i/if$dd. 
*  Aristoph.  in  Ay.  v.  388.  Schol.  ibid.  *  Arrian.  ^lian.  ut 
supra. 
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successively  open  its  files  and  ranks^  close  and  com- 
press them,  so  that  the  soldier^  occupying  only  the 
space  of  one  cubit,*  was  no  longer  able  to  move  either 
to  the  right  or  left/  Now  we  saw  it  form  a  close 
line,  and  now  divided  into  sections,  the  intervals  of 
which  were  occasionally  occupied  by  light  troops  ;* 
and,  at  length,  by  means  of  cprtain  evolutions,  as- 
suming all  the  forms  of  which  it  was  capable,  march- 
ing forward  in  a  column  in  a  perfect  or  oblong 
square,  either  with  a  hollow  or  solid  centre,  &c.* 

During  these  manoeuvres,  blows  were  frequently 
given  to  untractable  or  negligent  soldiers.*  This 
surprised  me  the  more,  as  among  the  Athenians  it  is 
not  permitted  to  strike  even  a  slave.  *"  Hence  I  con- 
cluded that  dishonour  in  polished  nations,  often 
depeiids  more  on  arbitrary  circumstances  than  on 
the  real  nature  of  things. 

These  evolutions  were  scarcely  finished  before  we 
discovered  a  cloud  of  dust  arising  at  a  distance,  and 
the  advanced  posts  ^  announced  the  approach  of  the 
enemy .  This  was  a  second  body  of  infantry  that  had 
been  exercising  at  the  Lycaeum,''  and  which  had  been 
sent  by  its  commanders  to  make  an  attack  upon  the 
former,  to  exhibit  the  representation  of  a  battle/ 
The  shout,  to  arms !  was  instantly  given ;  the  soldiers 

*  18  inches.  ^  Arrian.  Tact.  p.  32.     iElian.  Tact.  c.  11. 

» Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib,  5.  p.  353.  •  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  3. 
p.  304.  Traduct.  de  M.  le  Comte  de  la  Luzerne,  p.  407.  t.  i.. 
Arrian.  Tact.  p.  69.  *  Xen.  ibid.  lib.  5.  p.  368.  ""  Id.  de 

Rep.  Athen.  p.  693.  *  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  2.  p.  278.  •  Aris- 
toph.  in  Pac.  v.  355.  Schol.  ibid,  in  ▼.  353.  '  Onosand.  Inst. 
c.  10.  p.  34. 
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flew  to  their  ranks,  and  the  light  troops  took  their 
station  in  the  rear ;  whence  they  poured  on  the  enemy* 
arrows,  darts,  and  stones,  which  passed  over  the  heads 
of  the  phalanx.* 

Meanwhile  the  enemy  were  advancing  with  re* 
doubled  speed,^  carrying  their  pikes  on  the  right 
shoulder.  Their  light  troops  approached*  with  loud 
shouts,  were  repulsed,  put  to  flight,  and  succeeded  by 
the  oplitffij  who  halted  at  the  distance  of  the  flight  of 
a  javelin.  A  profound  silence  now  reigned  through 
both  lines.''  Presently  the  trumpet  gave  the  signal. 
The  soldiers  sang  the  hymn  of  battle  in  honour  of 
Mars,*  and  lowered  their  pikes,  some  striking  their 
bucklers  with  them."  The  whole  body  ran  forward  in 
a  line,  and  in  perfect  order.  To  increase  their  ardour, 
the  general  gavfe  the  shout  of  battle,"  while  they 
a  thousand  times  repeated  after  .him  Eleleu^ 
Eleleleu  r  The  action  now  appeared  very  ani- 
mated ;  the  enemy  were  dispersed,  and  we  heard 
the  word  ALALElf   which   is   the  shout  of  vic- 

»  Xen.  Cyrop.  lib.  6.  p.  167.  Arrian.  Tact,  p,  20.  *  Ono- 
sander  (Inst.  cap.  10.)  says,  that  in  these  mock  fights  the  opliCa& 
had  staves  and  leathern  straps ;  the  light-armed  troops,  pellets 
or  clods  of  earth.  •»  Xen.  Exped.  lib.  6.  p.  387.  *  /Elian.  Tact. 
c.  17.  ^  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  3.  v.  8.  '  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  2. 
p.  474.  Id.  Exped.  lib.  4.  p.  324,  326,  &c.  "»  Id  Exped. 
lib.  1.  p.  266.  Poll.  lib.  1.  cap.  10.  §  163.  "  Xen.  ap.  Demet. 
Phaler.  c.  98.  **  Id.  Exped.  lib.  1.  p.  265.     Aristoph.  in  Av. 

V.  363.  Schol.  ibid.  Hesych.  et  Suid.  in  'EXeKev.  t  In  ancient 
times,  the  last  letter  of  the  word  AlalS  was  pronounced  like  the 
French  i  (Plat,  in  Cratyl.  t.  i.  p.  418.)  To  adapt  this  observation 
to  the  English  mode  of  pronouncing  the  vowels,  it  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  desire  the  reader  to  substitute  a  for  e  in  the  first  instance^ 
and  ee  for  i  in  the  second. 

fOL.  II.  M 
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tory/   re-echoed  on   all  sides  through  our  little 

army. 

Our  light  troops  went  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy ,"* 
and  brought  in  several  prisoners.  The  victorious 
soldiers  prepared  a  trophy^  and^  ranging  themselves 
in  order  of  battle^  in  front  of  an  adjoining  camp, 
laid  down  their  arms,  but  in  such  order  as  to  be 
found  all  ready  formed  on  taking  them  up.'  They 
then  retired  into  the  camp ;  where^  after  taking  a 
flight  repast^  they  passed  the  night  on  beds  of  leav^.^ 

None  of  the  precautions  observed  in  time  of  war 
^etre  neglected.  No  iires  were  made  in  the  camp  ;^ 
but  some  were  lighted  in  the  front  to  discover  any  at- 
tempts of  the  enemy  ."*  Evening  sentinels  were  posted/ 
and  relieved  at  the  different  watches  of  the  night.' 
The  round  was  often  made  by  an  officer  carrying  a 
little  bell/  at  the  sound  of  which  the  sentinel  pronounc- 
ed the  order  or  watch-word.  This  word  is  a  aign^ 
changed  from  time  to  time^  to  distinguish  those  of  the 
same  party.  It  is  communicated  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  before  a  battle^  to  enable  them  to  rally  in  the 
heat  of  action ;  and  before  night,  that  they  may  know 
each  other  in  the  dark.""    The  general  gives  it ;  and 

P  Aristoph.  in  Av.  v.  9M  et  1761.  Schol.  ihi^,  Hesyc^.  in 
'AXaX,  *i  Xenoph.  Exped.  lib.  6.  p.  387.  '  Traducpon  de 
TEscpedition  de  Cyras,  par  M.  le  Comte  de  la  Luzerne,  t.  i,  p. 
2?1.  •  Polyaen,  lib.  3.  cap.  9.  §  19.  Eustath.  ia  Odys?.  p.  1678. 
Schol,  Aristoph.  in  Pac.  v.  347.  '  Aristoph.  in  Av.  v.  842^ 
«  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  6.  p.  587.  *  Id.  Exped.  lib.  7.  p.  406. 
y  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  316.  '  Aristoph.  in  Av.  v.  843  et  1160. 
Schol.  ibid.  Ulpian.  in  Demosth.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  377.  *  Xea* 
Exped.  lib.  6.  p.  386;  lib.  7.  p.  406. 
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the  greatest  mark  of  (distinction  be  has  it  in  his  power 
to  confer:,  is  to  gr^pt  this  privilege  to  another.^  The 
following  formularies  m'e  frequently  employed:  Ju- 
piter Saviour  AND  Hercules  Conductor  ;•  ,Jupi- 
TER  Saviour  and  Victory,'  Minerva-Pallas; 
T«E  Svif  ANp  Moon  ;  8wokp  anp  Dagger/ 

Iphiciiat99>  who  bftd  never  quitted  us^  told  us  that 
he  had  suppresf^ed  the  u^ne  of  the  bell  in  going  the 
rounds ;  and,  tb^  better  to  i^op^:^  the  word  frop  the 
enemy,  gave  out  two  different  on^s  for  the  officier  and 
the  sentinel^  so  that  one,  for  instance^  answered^ 
JupiTi^R  Saviour  ;  the  other,  Neptune.* 

Iphicrates  was  of  opinion  that  the  qamp  shoujd  be 
defended  by  r  circumvallation .  That  is  a  pi:eci|.ution^ 
said  he^  which  should  be  constantly  obpe^rved^  rimI 
.which  I  never  neglected  even  when  in  a  friendly 
country/ 

You  see  those  beds  of  leaves,  added  he.  Spmer 
times  I  order  one  only  to  be  made  for  two  soldiers, 
at  others  each  soldier  has  two.  I  then  quit  ipy  canip ; 
the  enemy  comes,  numbers  my  beds^  and  supposing 
me  at  the  head  of  more  or  fewer  forces  than  I  really 
have,  either  4oes  not  venture  to  attack  me,  or  ^.ttack^ 
to  disadvantage.^ 

I  mRiatain  vigilance  amoqg  my  troops,  by  privptely 
exciting  panic  terrors,  by  frequent  c^Iarips^  ^od  i^ome* 
times  by  a  false  rumour  of  tret^hory,  of  ^n  ambus- 
cade, or  of  a  reinforcement  reeciiv^d  by  the  enejny.'* 

^  Xenoph.  j:xped.  lib.  7.  p.  407.  '  U,  ibid.  lib.  6.  p,  386. 
^  Id.  Und.  lib.  1.  p.  964.  iEoeas,  Commeat.  o.  24.  ^  Id.  ibicl, 
'  Polyjtn.  (teat.  lib.  3.  eap.  9.  i$  17.  ^  Id.  ibid.  $  19.  ^  Id.  ibid. 
$  32, 
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To  prevent  a  pernicious  idleness  in  times  of  tran- 
quillity, I  employ  my  men  to  dig  trenches,  cut  down 
trees/ and  remove  the  camp  and  baggage  from  place 
to  place." 

But,  above  all,  I  endeavour  to  lead  them  by  the  in- 
centive of  honour.  One  day,  when  on  the  point  of 
engaging,  I  observed  some  soldieri^  turn  pale ;  I  im- 
mediately said  aloud,  Tf  any  one  of  you  has  forgotten 
any  thing  in  the  camp,  let  him  go  back,  and  return 
as  speedily  as  possible.  The  cowards  avaiUng  them- 
selves of  the  permission,  I  then  exclaimed :  The 
slaves  have  disappeared !  none  remain  with  us  but  the 
brave !   We  marched,  and  the  enemy  took  to  flight.'' 

Iphicrates  related  to  us  many  such  stratagems, 
which  had  been  attended  with  similar  success.  We 
withdrew  towards  the  middle  of  the  night.  On  the 
next,  and  several  succeeding  days,  we  saw  the  cavalry 
exercise  at  the  LycaBum  and  near  the  Academy : '  they 
were  trained  to  vault  on  horseback  without  aid,*"  to 
throw  javelins,"  leap  ditches,  climb  eminences,  and 
ride  along  declivities ; ""  to  attack  and  pursue  each 
other,p  and  to  perform  various  kinds  of  evolutions, 
now  separately,  and  afterwards  in  conjunction  with 
the  infentry. 

Timagenes  said  to  me.  However  excellent  this 
cavalry  may  be,  they  will  be  beaten  if  they  come  to 
action  with  that  of  the  Thebans.  These  admit  but  a 
small  number  of  slingers  and  dartmen  into  the  inter- 

*  Polyaen.  Strat.  lib.  3.  c.  9.  §  35.  ^  Id.  ibid.  §  1.  ^  Xen. 
de  Magist.  Equit.  p.  959,  &c.  "  Id.  ibid.  p.  954.  °  Id.  ibid, 
p.  954  et  956.  "^  Id.  ibid.  p.  966 ;  et  de  Re  Equest.  p.  936. 
p  Id.  de  Re  Equest.  p.  951. 
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vals  of  their  line  ;  the  Thebans  have  three  times  as 
many^  and  employ  none  but  Thessalians/  who  are 
superior  in  this  species  of  attack  to  all  the  nations 
of  Greece.  The  event  justified  the  prediction  of 
Timagenes.** 

The  army  prepared  for  its  vdeparture.  Many 
families  were  in  consternation.  The  sentiments  of 
nature  and  of  love  now  began  to  revive  with  redoubled 
energy  in  the  hearts  of  wives  and  mothers.  Whilst 
they  were  thus  abandoning  themselves  to  their  fears^ 
the  ambassadors  lately  arrived  from  Lacedaemon  en- 
tertained us  with  accounts  of  the  courage  which  the 
Spartan  women  had  displayed  on  such  occasions. 
A  young  soldier  showing  his  sword  to  his  mother^ 
said :  It  is  very  short.  Well  then^  replied  she,  you 
have  only  to  advance  a  step  further.'.  Another  Lace- 
daemonian woman,  while  giving  her  son  his  shield/ 
said  to  him  :  Return  with  this,  or  upon  this.* 

The  troops  were  present  at  the  festival  of  Bacchus, 
and  on  the  last  day  we  witnessed  a  ceremony  which 
the  circumstances  of  the  moment  rendered  peculiarly 
interesting.  The  senate,  the  army,  and  a  prodigious 
number  of  citizens  of  all  ranks,  and  foreigners  from 
every  country,  were  spectators  of  it.  At  the  end 
of  the  last  tragedy,  we  saw  a  herald  make  his  appear- 
ance, on  the  stage,  followed  by  several  young  orphans 

*»  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  394.  '  Plut.  Apopht.  Lacon.  t.  ii. 
p.  241.  •  Arist.  ap.  Stob.  serm.  7.  p.  88.  Plut.  ibid.  Sext. 
Emp.  Plut.  Hypot.  lib.  3.  cap.  24.  p.  181.  *  At  Sparta,  to 

lose  the  shield  was  dishonourable  in  the  highest  degree ;  and  it 
was  on  their  shields  that  the  dead  bodies  of  soldiers  were  brought 
from  the  field  of  batde. 
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ckd  in  glittering  armour.  He  advanced^  in  order  to 
present  them  to  this  august  assembly ;  and^  with  a 
firm  and  sotiorous  voice^  slowly  pronounced  these 
words :  ''  Behold  these  young  men,  whose  others 
were  slain  in  battle,  after  bravely  fighting.  The 
people  who  adopted  them  have  taken  care  of  their 
education  until  their  twentieth  year.  This  day  they 
give  them  a  complete  suit  of  armour ;  they  return 
them  to  their  homes^  and  assign  them  the  first  places 
at  our  pubUc  spectacles."*  Every  heart  felt  the 
liveliest  emotion.  The  troops  sh^d  tears  of  sensi^ 
bility,  and  on  the  next  day  began  their  marchi 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  c.  46.  Plat,  in  Menex.  t.  ii.  p.  248.  iEschili. 
in  Ctesiph.  p.  452.  Lesbon.  in  Protrept.  p.  14^2.  Ldert  iot 
Sokm.  lib.  1.  §  55. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

The  Vieatre* 

I  HAVE  just  been  to  see  a  tragedy ;  and  in  the  con- 
fused state  of  my  ideas^  hastily  commit  to  paper  the 
impressions  it  has  made  upon  me. 

The  theatre  opened  at  break  of  day ; ""  I  went 
thither  with  Philotas.  Nothing  can  be  imagined 
more  grand  and  striking  than  the  first  view.  On  one 
side  we  see  the  stage^  ornamented  with  scenes  exe- 
cuted by  the  ablest  artists ;  and  on  the  other  a  vast 
amphitheatre,  lined  with  seats  rising  one  above  the 
other  to  a  very  great  height ;  with  landing-places 
and.  stairs^  which  lengthened  out,  and  intersecting 
each  other  at  intervals^  facilitate  the  communication, 
and  divide  the  seats  into  several  compartments,  some 
of  which  are  reserved  for  particular  communities 
and  classes  of  citizens. 

The  people  flocked  hither  in  crowds;  they  kept 
coming  and  goings  ascending,  descending,  shouting, 
laughing,  pressing,  and  pushing  each  other,  and 
braving  the  officers,  who  were  running  about  on  all 

*  In  the  2d  year  of  the  104th  Olympiad,  the  first  day  of  the 
greater  Dionysia,  or  grand  festivals  of  Bacchus,  which,  accofditig 
to  Dodwell,  always  began  on  the  12th  of  Elaphebolion,  fell  dn 
the  8th  of  April  of  the  year  362  before  Christ.  "  Xen.  OEcon. 
p.  825.     iEschin.  in  Gtesiph.  p.  440. 
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sides  to  maintain  order/  Amid  this  tumult^  the 
nine  archons,  or  chief  magistrates  of  the  republic^ 
the  courts  of  justice/  the  senate  of  five  hundred^  the 
general  officers  of  the  army/  the  ministers  of  the 
altars/  successively  arrived.  These  different  bodies 
t)ccupied  the  lower  seats.  Above  them  were  placed 
all  the  young  men  who  had  attained  their  eighteenth 
year/  The  women  were  stationed  in  a  place  that 
kept  them  at  a  distance  from  the  men  and  the  courte- 
zans.*  The  orchestra  was  empty.  That  was  set 
apart  for  emulative  contests  in  poetry^  music^  and 
dancing/ which  take  place  after  the  representation 
of  the  pieces ;  for  here  all  the  arts  are  united  to  gra- 
tify all  tastes. 

I  saw  some  Athenians  who  had  purple  carpets 
spread  under  their  feet,  and  were  luxuriously  lolling 
on  cushions  brought  thither  by  their  slaves ;  ^  others, 
who,  before  and  during  the  representation,  called 
for  wine,  fruit,  and  cakes;*  others  again,  who 
briskly  stepped  upon  the  benches  to  choose  a  com- 
modious place,  and  take  it  from  the  person  then  oc- 
cupying it/  They  have  a  right  so  to  do,  said  Philotas. 
It  is  a  distinction  they  have  received  ,from  the  re- 
pubHc,  as  a  recompense  for  services. 

"^  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  631.  Ulpian.  ibid.  p.  688.  Schol. 
Aristoph.  in  Pac.  v.  733.  ^  Poll.  Onom.  lib.  4.  c.  19.  §  121. 

*  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  5.     Casaub.  ibid.  p.  51.  *  Hesych.  ia 

Nc/Aiyc  ^  PolL  ibid.  §  122.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Av.  v.  796. 
*=  Aristoph.  Eccles.  v.  22.  Schol.  ibid.  ^  iEschin.  in  Ctesiph, 
p.  440.  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  2.  ^  Phiioch.  et  Pherecr.  ap» 
Athen,  lib.  1 1.  p.  464.  '  Aristoph.  Equit.  v.  572.  Schol.  ibid, 
Suid  in  Ilpoe^. 
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Observing  that  I  was  astonished  at  the  number  of 
spectators^  he  told  me  they  might  amount  to  about 
thirty  thousand.^  The  solemnity  of  these  festivals, 
said  he,  attracts  people  from  all  parts  of  Greece,  and 
diffuses  a  spirit  of  delirium  among  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city.  For  many  days  you  will  see  them  neglect 
all  business,  deny  themselves  sleep,  and  spend  part  of 
the  day  here,  without  ever  being  satiated  with  the 
variety  of  exhibitions.  This  pleasure  has  double 
charms  for  them,  as  they  but  seldom  taste  it.  The 
competition  of  dramatic  pieces  takes  place  only  at 
two  other  festivals.  But  authors  Reserve  all  their 
efforts  for  this.  We  are  promised  seven  or  eight  new 
pieces."*  Do  not  be  surprised :  every  man  in  Greece, 
who  writes  for  the  theatre,  is  anxious  to  offer  us  the 
homage  of  his  talents.'  Besides,  we  sometimes  revive 
the  pieces  of  our  ancient  authors;  and  the  lists  are 
about  to  be  opened  with  the  Antigone  of  Sophocles. 
You  will  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  two  excellent 
actors,  Theodorus  and  Aristodemus.'' 

Philotas  had  scarcely  ended,  before  a  herald, 
after  commanding  silence,*  proclaimed:  Let  the 
chorus  ofSophoclesadvance.^^This  was  to  announce 
the  piece,  and  a  perfect  silence  ensued.  The  theatre 
represented  the  vestibule  of  the  palace  of  Creon,  king 
of  Thebes."     Antigone  and  Ismene,  daughters  of 

»  Plat,  in  Conv.  t.  iii.  p.  173  et  175.  ^  Plut.  an  Seni,  &c. 

t*ii.  p.  785.     Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Leitr.  t.  xxxix.  p.  181. 

*  Plat,  in  Lach.  t.  ii.  p.  183.         ^  Demo8th.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  331. 

*  Ulpian.  in  Demosth.  p.  687.  ™  Aristoph.  Acharn.  v.  11. 
Schol.  ibid.  "  Soph,  in  Antig.  v.  18.  Argum.  Aristoph. 
Grammat.  ibid. 
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(Edipus^  opened  the  scene  in  masks.  Their  deck- 
maition  appears  natural,  said  I;  but  their  voice  sur- 
prises nie«  What  are  the  names  of  these  t\ro  ac- 
tresses ?-^Theodorus^  and  Aristodeifius^  answered 
Philotas }  for  h^re  no  women  appear  on  the  stage.** 
A  moment  after,  a  chorus  of  aged  Thebans  entered^ 
arranged  three  in  front,  and  five  deep^  walking  with 
measured  steps>  and  celebrating,  in  melodious  isongs, 
the  victory  just  gained  by  the  Thebans  ovei*  Poly- 
nices^  brother  of  Antigone. 

The  plot  now  insensibly  unfolded.  Every  thing 
I  saw  and  heard  was  so  novel  to  me,  that  my  atten- 
tion increased  each  instant  with  my  surprise.  Hur- 
ried along  by  the  enchantment  that  surrounded  me3  I 
seemed  to  be  in  the  midst  of  Thebes.  1  beheld 
Antigone  pay  the  tribute  of  funeral  duties  to  Poly- 
nices,  in  despite  of  the  rigorous  prohibition  of  Creon. 
I  saw  the  tyrant,  deaf  to  the  prayers  of  his  son,  the 
virtuous  Haemon,  whom  she  was  on  the  point  of 
espousing,  order  her  to  be  violently  dragged  into  ft 
dark  cavern,  which  appeared  at  the  bottom  of  the 
stage,P  and  which  was  to  become  her  tomb.  Pre- 
sently^ terrified  with  the  menaces  of  Heaven,  he 
advanced  towards  the  cavern,  whence  issued  the  most 
dreadful  groans.  They  were  the  groans  of  his  son, 
holdingin  close  embrace  the  wretched  Antigone,  who 
had  terminated  her  miseries  by  the  fatal  knot.  The 
presence  of  Creon  irritates  his  fury :  he  draws  hid 


**  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  750.     Aul.  GeL  lib.  7.  c.  5.  Lucian.  de 
Salt.  c.  28.  t.  ii.  p.  285.  p  Poll.  lib.  4.  c.  19.  %  124. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAT£LS  OF  ANACHARSI8.  171 

«word  flg^nst  hie  father ;  then^  piercing  himself  with 
it^  fiiUs  at  the  feet  of  his  mistress^  in  whose  arma  he 
remains  locked  till  he  expires. 

Almost  all  these  tragic  events  passed  as  it  were 
before  my  eyes^  or  rather  a  happy  distance  miti^ 
gated  their  horror.  What  then  is  that  art  that  ex-* 
cites  in  me  at  once  such  pleasing  and  such  pdinfiil 
seiisations;  that  strongly  fixes  my  attention  on  ca- 
lamities^ which^  if  realized^  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  support  ?  What  a  marveDous  combinatioil 
of  illusions  and  realities !  I  flew  to  the  aid  of  the 
two  lovers;  I  detested  the  remorseless  author  of 
their  sorrows.-^The  most  violent  passions  rent  my 
soul^  without  tormenting  it ;  and  for  the  first  time  I 
found  charms  even  iti  hatred. 

Thirty  thousand  spectators,  melting  into  team^  re^ 
doubled  itiy  emotion  and  delirium.  How  interesting 
did  the  princess  appear^  when,  by  the  relentless  guards 
dragged  toward  the  cavern,  her  lofty  and  unconqUer^ 
able  soul,  yielding  to  the  imperious  voice  of  Nature, 
for  a  single  moment  seemed  to  confess  weakness, 
and  gave  utterance  to  these  plaintive  accents  : 

'^^  Must  I  then,  while  yet  alive,  slowly  descend 
into  the  mansions  of  the  deadT'i  Shall  I  no  more  be- 
hold the  light  of  heaven?'  O  tomb,  O  funereal  bed, 
eternal  habitation  V  There  remains  for  me  but  one 
hope  :  thou  wilt  serve  me  as  a  passage  to  rejoin  my 
family,  that  disastrous  family,  of  which  I  perish  the 
last  and  the  most  wretched/      Again  shall  I  behold 

*>  SophocL  in  Antigon.  v.  932.  '  Id.  ibid.  v.  891.         '  Id. 

ibid.  V.  903.  *  Id.  ibid.  v.  907. 
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the  authors  of  my  being;  and  they  shall  again  be- 
hold me  with  pleasure.  And  thou,  Polynices,  O 
my  brother !  thou  shalt  know  that,  to  perform  to^ 
wards  thee  the  duties  prescribed  by  nature  and  re- 
ligion, I  have  sacrificed  my  youth,  my  life,  my  nup- 
tials, and  whatever  was  dearest  to  me  in  the  world. 
f 

Alas !  all  abandon  me  at  this  calamitous  moment. 
The  Thebans  insult  my  sorrows."  I  have  not  a 
friend  from  whom  I  can  obtain  a  tear.*  1  hear 
Death,  who  calls  me,  and  the  gods  are  silent/ 
What  are  my  crimes  ?  If  my  piety  was  a  crime,  I 
ought  to  expiate  it  by  my  death.  If  my  enemies 
are  guilty,  I  wish  them  no  more  dreadful  punish- 
ments than  those  I  suffer.'** 

The  prize  is  not  to  be  adjudged  till  after  the  re- 
presentation of  all  the  pieces.  That  of  Sophocles 
was  followed  by  some  others,  to  which  I  had  no 
longer  the  power  to  listen.  I  had  no  more  tears 
to  shed,  po  more  attention  to  bestow. 

In  this  chapter  I  have  copied  the  very  words  of 
my  journal.  I  shall  describe  elsewhere  every  thing 
relative  to  the- dramatic  art,  and  the  other  spectacles 
which  give  such  splendour  to  the  Dionysiac  festivals. 

"  Sophocl.  in  Antigon.  v.  850.         *  Id.  ibid.  v.  894.  ^  Id. 

ibid,  V.  945.  ^  Id.  ibid.  v.  940. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


Description  of  Athens, 


There  is  not  a  city  in  Greece  which  presents  so 
vast  a  number  of  public  buildings  and  monuments  as 
Athens.  Edifices  venerable  for  their  antiquity^  or 
admirable  for  their  elegance^  raise  their  majestic 
heads  on  ail  sides.  Masterpieces  of  sculpture  are  ex- 
tremely numerous  even  in  the  public  places^  and  con- 
cur with  the  finest  productions  of  the  pencil  to  em- 
bellish the  porticoes  and  temples.  Here  every  thing 
is  animate^  every  thing  speaks  to  the  eyes  of  the  atten- 
tive spectator.  The  history  of  the  monuments  of 
this  people  would  form  the  history  of  their  warlike 
achievements,  their  gratitude,  and  religious  worship. 
It  is  neither  my  intention  minutely  to  describe 
them,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  communicate  to  the  minds 
of  my  readers  the  impressions  made  on  mine  by  these 
beautiful  works  of  art.  It  is  a  source  of  the  highest 
pleasure  to  a  traveller,  to  have  enjoyed  a  number  of 
pleasing  and  lively  emotions,  the  remembrance  of 
which  is  perpetually  recurring  during  the  course  of 
his  whole  life;  but  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  parti- 
cipate them  with  those  who,  never  having  experi- 
enced the  same  sensations,  are  dways  more  inte- 
rested in  the  recital  of  his  sufferings  than  in  the 
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narrative  of  his  pleasures.  I  shall  imitate  those 
guides  who  show  to  strangers  the  curiosities  of 
Olympia  and  Delphi.  I  shall  conduct  my  reader 
into  the  different  quarters  of  Athens;  the  point  of 
time  shall  be  the  latter  years  of  my  residence  in 
Greece,  and  we  will  begin  by  landing  at  the  Piraeus.* 

This  harbour,  which  contains  three  lesser  ones,* 
lies  to  the  west  of  those  of  MunychiaandPhalerum,. 
which  are  now  almost  totally  deserted.  Not  le^s 
th^n  three  hundred  galleys  have  sometimes  been  col- 
lected here  at  once,^  and  it  is  sufficiently  capacious 
to  contain  four  hundred.+  It  was  first  discovered,  if  I 
ipfty  so  speak,  by  Themistocles,  when  he  conceived 
the  design  of  giving  a  navy  to  the  Athaiiajap.*  Mw*- 
kets  and  magazines  were  presently  erected,  and  aii 
arsenal  ^pable  of  furnishing  every  thing^  aecessaiy 
for  the  equipment  of  a  great  number  of  vesseb* 

Before  we  set  foot  on  shore,  let  us  cast  our  eyes 
QVk  the  neighbouring  promontory.  A  square  ston?^# 
without  any  ornaments,  and  resting  on  a  simple  b^e> 
forms  the  sepulchral  monument  of  Tbemiistocles,  his 
body  having  been  brought  hitherfrom  the  place  of  bis 
exile.*  Behold  those  vessels  that  are  arriving,  thope 
that  are  preparing  to  depart,  or  are  already  undfif 
m\ ;  observe  those  women  and  children  running  Uf 

*  See  the  plan  of  Athens,  and  note  VL  ftt  the  end  of  thp  vplpqae. 
»  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c.93.  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  1.  p.  3.  Le  Roi,  Raines 
^  lfl<jFece»  premiere  partie,  p.  ^61.  ^Thueyd.  lib.  %c,  IS. 

f  Spon  find  Wheler  observe,   that  this  port  could  hardly  coiv 
tain  fprty  or  forty-five  of  our  ships.  ^  Strab.  lib.  9.  p,  395. 

*  Plut.  in  lliemist.  t.  i.  p.  121 .     Nep.  in  Them.  c.  6.     Died.  Sic. 
lib.  11,  p.  39*  ^  Pausan.  lib.  1.  p.  3, 
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the  shore  to  receive  the  first  embraces^  or  the  last 
fl^rewelL  of  their  husbands  and  their  fathers;  those 
clerks  of  the  custom-house  hurrying  to  open  the 
bales  which  are  just  landed^  and  to  affix  their  seals 
until  they  have  paid  the  duty  of  a  fiftieth;^  those 
magistrates^  those  inspectors^  who  are  all  in  motion ; 
some  to  fix  the  price  of  the  corn  and  flour  ;^  some  to 
give  orders  for  the  conveyance  of  two-thirds  of  it  to 
Athens  ;^  and  others  employed  in  preventing  frauds^ 
and  maintaining  order.  * 

Let  us  step  under  one  of  these  porticoes  which 
surround  the  harbour.^  Here  a  number  of  merchants^ 
who  are  on  the  point  of  embarking  for  the  Euxine  qx 
for  Sicily^  are  borrowing  at  heavy  interest  the  money 
they  are  in  want  of,  and  drawing  up  the  contract 
which  contains  the  conditions  of  the  bargain.*  One  is 
making  hi$  declaration  before  witnesses,  that  themert- 
<:handise  he  has  put  on  board  shall^  in  case  of  ship^ 
wreck,  be  at  the  risk  of  the  lenders.*^  Further  on,  you 
see,  exposed  on  tables,  different  sorts  of  merchandise 
from  the  Bosphorus,"  and  samples  of  corn  recently 
imported  from  Pontus,  Thrace,  Syria,  Egypt,  Lybia, 
and  Sicily."*  Let  us  repair  to  the  square  of  Hippo- 
damus,  so  called  from  the  builder,  an  architect  of 

'Demosth.  in  Lacrit.   page    952.     uEnes^s,  Poliorc.  cap,  29. 
«  Harpocr.  et  Suid.  ia  ^iroipvk.  ^  Dinarch,  et  Aristot.  j^p. 

Harpocr.  in   ^ETrtfwX.     Etym.    Magn,  ibi4.  *  Aristot.  ap. 

Harpocr.  in  Ayopav,    >     ^  Meurs.  in  Pir.  c.  4,  *  Demosth.  in 

Lacrit.  p.  949,     Theophr.  Charact.  c.  23.  "  Deniosth,  adv. 

Phorm,  p.  944.  "  Harpopr.  in  Acty/x.     Polyapn.  Str^g. 

lib.  6.  c.  2.  §  2.  °  Theoph.  Hist.  Plant,  lib.  8.  c.  4. 
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Miletus.****  Here  the  productions  of  all  countries  are 
accumulated :  this  is  not  the  market  of  Athens/ but 
of  all  Greece.** 

The  Piraeus  is  decorated  with  a  theatre^  several 
temples,  and  a  great  numbe^of  statues.^  As  the  ex- 
istence of  Athens  depends  on  the  safety  of  this  har- 
bour, Themistocles  secured  it  against  a  sudden  at- 
tack, by  building  that  noble  wall,  which  includes 
both  the  town  of  the  Piraeus  and  the  harbour  of 
Munychia.  This  wall  is  sixty  stadia'  in  length,  and 
forty  cubits  high.*  Themistocles  wished  to  raise  it 
to  the  height  of  eighy  cubits.'  Its  thickness  is 
greater  than  the  space  occupied  by  two  waggons. 
It  was  built  of  huge  square  stones  festened  together 
on  the  outside  by  iron  and  leader  cramps. 

We  will  now  take  the  road  to  Athens,  and  follow 
this  long  wall,  which  extends  from  the  Piraeus  to  the 
gates  of  the  city,  a  distance  of  forty  stadia.^  It  was 
Themistocles  likewise  who  planned  this  wall,"  which 
was  completed  under  the  administration  of  Cimon  and 
Pericles.'  Some  years  after  they  built  a  similar  one 

*»°  Meurs.  in  Pir.  cap.  5.  p  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  cap.  38.     Isocr. 

Paneg.  t.  i.  p.  139.  Sopatr.  de  Div.  Quest,  ap.  Rhet.  Grasc.  t.  i. 
p.  305.        *!  Meurs.  ibid.  '  Thucyd.  lib,  2.  c.  13.        *  The 

length  was  5670  toises,  and  consequently  two  French  leagues  of 
2500  toises,  and  670  toises,  or  about  a  quarter  of  a  league,  mor6 
(somewhat  above  6^  miles  English.)  Its  height  being  40  cubits^ 
or  60  Grecian  feet,  was  56  2-3ds  French  feet  (60  l-3d  feet  Eng.) 
•Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c.  93.  Appian.  Bell.  Mithrid.  c.  190.  p.  326. 
*■  Thucyd.  lib*  2.  c.  13.  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  395.  Laert.  in  Antisth. 
lib.  6.  §  2.  '  "  Plut.  in  Them.  t.  i.  p.  121.  »  Thucyd.  lib.  1. 
€.  107  et  108.  Andocid.  de  Pac.  p.  24.  Plut.  in  Pericl.  t.  i.  p. 
160. 
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though  not  quite  so  long,  from  the  walls  of  the  city' to 
the  port  of  Phalerum/  This  wall  is  on  our  right. 
The  foundations  of  both  were  laid  in  marshy  ground, 
which  was  filled  up  with  huge  pieces  of  rock.*  By 
these  two  walls  of  communication,  now  called  the 
Long  Walls,  the  Piraeus  is  enclosed  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  Athens,  of  which  it  forms  the  rampart. 
After  the  taking  of  the  city,  they  were  wholly  or  in 
part  demolished;*  but  at  present  they  are  almost 
completely  restored.^ 

The  road  we  are  following  is  frequented  at  all 
times,  and  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  by  a  great  number 
of  people,  attraicted  by  the  proximity  of  the  Piraeus, 
its  festivals  ahd  commerce. 

But  let  us  view  the  cenotaph  before  us.  This  was. 
erected  by  the  Athenians,  in  memory  of  Euripides, 
who  died  in  Macedonia.*"  Let  us  read  the  first  words 
of  the  inscription:  The  glory  ot  Euripides  ha» 
ALL  Greece  for  a  monument.**  •  Do  you  see  that 
concourse  of  spectators  near  the  city  gate,  the  litters 
stopping  tRere,*  and  that  man  upon  a  scaffold  sur- 
rounded by  'workmen  ?  That  is  Praxiteles.  He  is 
going  to  fix  upon  a  base,  that  serves  by  way  of  tomb, 
a  grand  equestrian  statue  which  he  had  just  finished.^ 

We  are  ttow  in  the  city,  and  c]oSe  to  an  edifice 

y  Andocid.  de  Pac.  p.  24,  '  Plat,  in  Cim.  t.  i.  p.  487. 
•  Xen.  Hist.  Grac.  lib.  ^.  p.  460.  Diod,  Sio.  Hb.  13.  p.  226^ 
Plut.  in  Lysand.  t.  i.  p.  441.  ^  Xen.  ibid.  lib.  4.  p.  537.  Diod. 
Sic.  lib:  14.  p.  303.  Nepos  in  Timoth.  c.  4.  Id.  in  Conon.  c.  4. 
^  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  2.  p.  6.  *  Anthol.  lib*  3.  p.  273.  Thom. 
Mag.  in  Vit.  Eurip.  •  Dinarch.  Orat.  adv.  Demosth.  in  Oper. 
JDemosth.  p.  177.         ^Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  2.  p.  6. 
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called  Pompeion;^  whence  it  is  that  those  pomps,  or 
processions  of  young  men  and  damsels^  setout^  who 
occasionally  display  themselves  at  the  festivals  cele- 
brated by  the  other  nations.  In  an  adjoining  temple 
dedicated  to  Ceres^  are  admirable  statues  of  that 
goddess^  Proserpine,  and  yoyng  lacchus;  all  three 
by  the  hand  of  Praxiteles."* 

Let  us  take  a  rapid  view  of  those  porticoes  that  ex- 
tend along  the  street,  and  which  are  wonderfully  nu- 
merous in  the  city.  Some  stand  detached;  others 
are  contiguous  to  buildings  to  which  they  serve  as 
vestibules.  Philosophers  and  idle  people  spend  part 
of  the  day  here.  In  almost  all  of  them  you  see 
paintings  and  statues  of  exquisite  workmanship.  In 
that  where  they  sell  flour,*  you  will  find  a  picture  of 
Helen,  painted  by  Zeuxis.'' 

Let  us  take  this  street  on  our  left ;  it  will  lead  us 
to  the  quarter  of  the  Pnyx,  and  bring  us  near  to  the 
place  wh^e  the  people  hold  some  of  their  assemblies.' 
This  quarter,  which  is  very  populous,  is  contiguous  to 
that  of  the  Ceramicus,  or  pottery-grounds,  so  called 
from  the  earthen-ware  formerly  fabricated  there." 
This  extensive  space  is  divided  into  two  parts :  one 
without  the  walls,  where  the  Academy  is  situated; 
the  other  within,  in  which  is  the  grand  square,  or 
forum. 

We  will  stop  a  moment  at  the  royal  portico,  which 

«  Pauaan.  lib.  1.  c.  2.  p.  6.  *•  Id.  ibid.  *  Hesych.  in 
A\0/r.    Aristoph.  in  Eccles.  v.  682.  ^  Eustatb.  in  Iliad,  lib. 

.11.  p,  868.  lin.  37.         *  Meurs.  de  Popul.  Athen.  in  voce  Pnyx. 
■  Plin.  lib.  35.  c.  12.  p.  710.     Suid.  in  Ktpa/A.     Meurs.  Ceram. 
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merits  our  attention  in  several  points  of  view.  The 
second  of  the  archons^  styled  the  king-archon^,  holds 
his  tribunal  here :"  here  too  the  Areopagus  sometimes 
assembles.''  The  statues  on  the  roof  are  of  earthen- 
ware^ and  representTheseus  precipitating  Scyron  into 
the  sea,  and  Aurora  carrying  off  Cephalus.**  That 
figure  in  bronze  which  you  see  at  the  gate,  is  Pindar. 
He  is  represented  crowned  with  a  diadem^,  with  ^ 
book  on  his  knees,  arid  a  lyre  in  his  hand.''  Thebes, 
his  native  country,  offended  at  the  eulogium  he  had 
bestowed  on  the  Athenians,  havingbeen  mean  enough 
to  condemn  him  to  a  pecuniary  fine,  Athens  decreed 
him  this  monument,  less  perhaps  from  esteem  for  the 
poet,  than  from  hatred  of  the  Thebans.  Not  far  from 
the  statue  of  Pindar  are  those  of  Conon,  of  his  son 
Timotheus,  and  of  Evagoras  king  of  Cyprus.' 

Near  the  royal  portico  is  that  of  Jupiter  Libera- 
tor," where  Euphranor,  the  painter,  has  lately  repre- 
sented, in  a  series  of  pictures,  the  twelve  go/1^,  The- 
seus, the  people  of  Athens,  and  that  engagement  of 
the  cavalry  in  which  Gryllus,  the  son  of  Xenppbon, 
attacked  the  Thebans  commanded  by  Epaminondas/ 
They  are  easily  to  be  distinguished  from  each  other, 
and  the  painter  has  expressed,  with  all  the  fire  of 
genius,  the  courage  and  ardour  with  whic|i  botji  were 
aniniat^d ."  The  Apollo  of  the  adjoining  teipple  is  by 
the  sanie  hand.'' 

■  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  3.  p.  8.  °  Demostb.  in  Aristog.  p.  831. 
p  Pausan.  Hb.  1 .  c.  3.  p.  8.  «  iEschin..  Epist.  4.  p.  207.  '  Isocr- 
in  {^vagor.  t.  ii.  p.  98.  ]Pe)[Qpsth.  in  Leptin.  p,  1151.  Pausan. 
ibid.  *  Mturs.  in  Ceram.  c.  4.  '  Pausan.  ibid.  p.  9.  '  "  Plut. 
de  Glor.  Atben.  t.  ii.  p.  346.         ""  Pausan.  ibid. 

n2     . 
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Prom  the  royal  portico  two  streets  branch  out, 
and  terminate  in  the  foram.  Let  us  take  that  on  the 
right.  It  is  decorated,  as  you  see,  by  a  number  of 
Hermae,  the  name  given  to  those  heads  of  Mercury 
supported  by  pedestals  in  the  form  of  a  sheath. 
Some  of  these  have  been  erected  by  private  indi- 
viduals ;  others,  by  order  of  the  magistrates  7  Almost 
all  of  them  record  glorious  achievements.  On  some 
are  inscribed  lessons  of  wisdom.  For  the  latter 
Athens  is  indebted  to  Hipparchus,  son  of  Pisistratus. 
He  had  versified  the  most  sublime  precepts  of  mo- 
rality, and  caused  them  to  be  engraved  on  a  number 
of  Hermae  erected  by  his  orders  in  the  squares,  cross- 
ways,  many  of  the  streets  of  Athens,  and  in  the 
towns  of  Attica.  On  one,  for  example,  was  inscribed. 
Always  take  justice  for  your  guide  :  on  another. 
Never  violate  the  rights  of  friendship.'  These 
maxims,  no  doubt,  have  contributed  to  render  the 
language  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  places  so 
sententious  as  we  find  it." 

This  street  is  terminated  by  two  porticoes  that 
front  the  forum.  The  one  is  that  of  the  Hermae;* 
the  other,  and  most  handsome  of  the  two,  is  called 
the  Pcecile.  In  the  former  are  three  statues  of 
Hermes,  on  which,  after  any  advantages  gained  over 
the  Medes,  they  formerly  inscribed  the  eulogium 
decreed  by  the  people,  not  to  the  generals,  but  to  the 

y  Harpocr.  in  'Ep/i.  "  Plat,  in  Hipp,  t  ii  p.  229.  Hesych.  in 
•ImrapX'  Said,  in 'Epff.  *  Aristot.  de  Rhetor,  t.  ii.  p.  572. 
^  Mnesim.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  9.  p«  402. 
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soldiers^  who  had  conquered  under  their  command.'' 
At  the  gate  of  the  Poecile  is  the  statue  of  Solon.** 
The  walls  within  are  covered  with  bucklers^  taken 
from  the  Lacedaemonians^  and  other  nations;*  and 
enriched  with  the  works  of  Polygnotus,  Micon^  Pans- 
nus^  and  other  celebrated  painters.  In  these  pictures^ 
the  beauty  of  which  it  is  easier  to  feel  than  to  de- 
scribe, we  view  the  taking  of  Troy,  the  succours  given 
by  the  Athenians  to  the  Heraclidae,  the  battles  they 
fought  with  the  Lacedaemonions  at  Genoe,  with  the 
Persians  at  Marathon,  and  with  the  Amazons  in 
Athens  itself/ 

The  forum,  which  is  extremely  spacious,  is  deco- 
rated with  buildings  destined  to  the  worship  of  the 
gods,  or  the  service  of  the  state ;  others  that  some- 
times afford  an  asylum  to  the  wretched,  but  which  are 
too  often  a  shelter  for  the  wicked;  and  statues 
decreed  to  kings  and  individuals  who  have  merited 
well  of  the  republic.^ 

Follow  me,  and  under  the  shade  of  the  plane-trees 
that  embellish  these  places,**  let  us  take  a  turn  along 
one  side  of  the  square.  This  spacious  enclosure  con- 
tains a  temple  in  honour  of  the  mother  of  the  gods, 
and  the  palace  in  which  the  senate  assembles.'  In 
these  edifices,  and  all  around  them,  are.placed  cippi 
and  columns,  on  which  are  engraven  several  of  the 

*"  j^schin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  458.  ^  Demosth.  ia  Aristog; 
p.  847.  Pausan.  lib.  Leap.  16,  p.  38.  iElian.  lib.  8.  cap.  16. 
«  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  15.  '  Mears.  Athen.  Att.  lib.  1.  c.  5. 
«  Id.  Ceram.  c.  16.  ^  Plat,  in  Cim.  t.  i.  p.  487.  *  Plut.  in 
X.  Rhetor.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  842.     Suid.  in  Miyrpay. 
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laws  of  Solon,  and  the  decrees  df  the  people.''  To 
that  rotunda,  surrounded  by  trees,"  the  prytancs,  in 
rotation  of  duty,  go  every  day  to  dine,  and  sometimes 
to  offer  up  sacrifices  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
peoiJIe." 

In  the  middle  of  ten  statues,  which  ffive  their 
n^tnes  to  the  tribes  of  Athens,"  the  first  archon  holds 
his  tribunal.**  Here  the  eyes  of  the  enchanted  spec- 
tator every  moment  meet  the  works  of  genius.  In  the 
temple  of  the  mother  of  the  gods  you  have  seen 
d  statue  of  the  goddess,  executed  by  Phidias  f  in  the 
temple  of  Mars,  before  us,  you  will  find  that  of  the 
god,  the  Workmanship  of  Alcamenes,  a  pupil  worthy 
of  Phidias.^ 

Similar  monuments  are  to  be  met  with  on  every 
side  of  the  forum.  There  is  the  camp  of  the  Scy- 
thians, who  are  pdd  by  the  republic  to  maintain 
order.'  There  is  the  place  in  which  the  people 
•  sometimes  assemble ;  but  it  is  now  covered  with  tents, 
in  which  different  kinds  of  wares  are  exposed  to  sale.' 
Farther  on  you  see  a  crowd,  which  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  pass  through.  There  are  sold  the  provisions 
tiecessary  for  the  subsistence  of  so  numerous  a  people. 
It  is  the  grand  market,  divided  into  several  particular 
ones,  frequented  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  especially 

^  Lycorg.  Orat.  in  Leocr.  p.  165.  j^schin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  458* 
Harpocr.  in  6  Kadiarer,  *  Suid.  et  Heiych.  in  Zkuiq,  '^  De- 
mosth.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  332*  Ulp.  ibid.  p.  388.  Pausan.  lib.  1 . 
c.  6.  p.  12.  Meurs.  Ceram.  c.  7.  °  Pausan.  ibid.  **  Suid. 
in'Apicwy.  ^  Pausan.  ibid.  c.  3.  p.  9.  1 1d.  ibid.  c.  8.  p.  20. 
'  Meurs.  Ceram  c.  16.  *  Demosth.  in  Lor.  p.  501.  Id.  in  Neasr* 
p.  875.     Taylor,  Not.  in  Demosth.  p.  620.     Harpocr.  in  Tippa. 
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4Tom  nine  o'clock  till  noon.  Goflectors  attend  therte 
to  receive  the  duties  laid  on  every  thing  that  is  sold, 
and  magistrates  to  superintend  what  is  passing.  I 
shall  mention  to  you  two  very  wise  laws,  for  the  re- 
gulation of  this  untractable  and  tumultuous  populace. 
The  one  prohibits  any  man  from  reproaching  the 
lowest  citizen  with  living  by  the  profit  of  his  trdic 
in  the  market/  the  government  wishing  to  prevent  a 
useful  profession  from  being  treated  as  an  object  of 
contempt.  The  other  forbids  any  person  to  employ 
falsehood  for  the  purpose  of  exaction.*"  Vanity  has 
maintained  the  former  of  these,  bat  interest  has  ren- 
dered the  latter  of  no  effect.  As  the  forum  is  (be 
most  frequented  put  of  the  city^  workmen  of  all  kinds 
endeavour  to  reside  near  it,''  and  houses  let  there  dt 
a  higher  price  than  elsewhere. 

I  am  now  about  to  conduct  you  to  the  temple  of 
Theseus,  built  by  Cimon,  some  years  after  the  battle 
of  Salamis.  T&ough  smaller  than  that  of  Minerva^ 
of  which  I  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  speak,  and 
which  appears  to  have  been  built  after  the  same 
model,^  it  is,  like  that^  of  the  Doric  order,  and  of  a 
very  elegant  architecture.  Skilful  painters  have  en- 
riched it  with  their  immortal  labours.' 

After  passing  by  the  temple  of  Castor  and  PdlUx, 
by  that  of  Agraulos,  ^uig'hter  of  Ciecrops,  and  the 
Prytaneum,  where  some  citizens  who  have  rendered 


ti 


*  Demosth.  in  Eabal.  p.  886.  « Id.  in  Lept  p.  542.  Ulpian. 
ibid.  p.  570.  Hyperid.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  Kara  rriVj  &c.  *  Lys. 
adv.  Delkt.  p.  413.  ^  Le  Roi,  Ruines  de  la  Grece,  t.  i.  p.  18. 

'  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  17.  p.  40. 
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signal  services  to  the  state  are  maintained  at  the  ex^ 
pense;  of.  the  republic/  we  are  now  arrived  at  the 
street  of  the  tripods/  which  should  be  rather  named 
the  street  of  triumphs ;  for  here  it  is,  in  fact,  that  the 
glory  of  the  victors  in  those  contests  that  embellish 
our  festivals  is,  if  I  may  so  speak,  annually  deposited. 
I  mean  those. trials  of  skiD  which  take  place  between 
musicians  or  dancers  of  different  ages,  each  tribe 
naming  its  own  candidates.  That  which  has  gained 
the  victory  dedicates  a  tripod  of  brass  sometimes  in 
a  temple,  sometimes  in  a  house  they  have  built  in  this 
street/  You  see  those  numerous  offerings  on  the 
roofs,  or  in  the  inside,  of  the  elegant  buildings  we 
have  on  each  side  of  us.**  They  are  accompanied  with 
inscriptions^  which,  according  to  circumstances,  con- 
tain the  name  of  the  chief  archon  of  the  tribe  that 
had  been  victorious;  of  the  citizen  who,  under  the 
denomination  of  choragus,  had  the  regulation  of  the 
performers;  of  the  poet  who  composed  the  verses; 
of  the  master  who  had  the  direction  of  the  chorus; 
and  of  the  musician  who  accompanied  the  songs  with 
his  flute.^  Let  us  approach.  Behold  the  vanquish- 
ers of  the  Persians  here  celebrated  for  having  appear- 
ed at  the  head  of  choruses !  Read  under  that  tripod : 
The  tribe   Antiochis  gained   the  prize;    Aris- 

TIDES  WAS   CHORA6EUS  ;    ArcHESTRATUS  COMPOSED  THE 

*  Meurs.  de  Ath.  Att.  lib.  1.  c.  7  tt  8.  ^  Athen.  lib  12.  p. 

542  et  543.  Pausan.  lib.  1.'  c.  20  p.  46.  "^  Chandler,  In- 
script.  part  2.  p.  48.  ^  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  20.  p.  46.  «  Van- 
dal. Dissert,  de  Gymnas.  c.  5.  p.  672.  Chandl.  Travels  in  Greece 
p.  9S. 
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THE  piece/     Under  that  other:  Themistocles  was 

CHORAGEUS;    PhRYNICUS  WROTE   THE  TRAGEDY;     AdI- 
MANTUS  WAS  ARCHON/* 

The  works  of  architecture  and  sciilpture  which 
surround  us,  astonish  as  much  hy  the  excellence  of 
the  workmanship,  as  by  the  motives  that  produced 
them ;  but  all  their  beauties  vanish  before  the  satyr 
you  are  about  to  see  in  that  edifice,**  esteemed  by 
Praidteles  one  of  the  finest  of  his  productions,  and 
ranked  by  the  public  among  the  master-pieces  of  art. 

The  street  of  the  tripods  leads  to  the  theatre  of 
Bacchus.  It  was  but  fitting  that  the  trophies  should 
be  erected  near  the  field  of  battle;  for  it  is  at  the 
theatre  that  the  fchoruses  of  the  respective  tribes 
usually  dispute  the  palm.*  There  also  it  is  that  the 
people  sometimes  assemble,  either  to  deliberate  on 
affairs  of  state,  or  to  be  present  at  the  representation 
of  tragedies  and  comedies.  At  Marathon,  at  Salamis, 
and  Platffia,  the  Athenians  triumphed  only  over  the 
Persians ;  here  they  have  triumphed  over  all  the  nfi- 
tions  now  existing,  perhaps  over  all  that  are  yet  to 
be  born;  and  the  names  of  iEschylus,  Sophocles,  aiid 
Euripides,  shall  not  be  less  celebrated  in  future  ages, 
than  those  of  Miltiades,  Aristides,  and  Themistocles. 

Opposite  to  the  theatre  is  one  of  the  most  ancient 
temples  of  Athens  ;**  that  of  Bacchus,  sumamed  the 

'  Plut.  in  Aristid.  t.  i.  p.  318.  «  Id.  in  Them.  t.  i.  p.  114. 

*  See  note  VII.  at  the  end  of  the  volume.         ^  Pausan.  lib.  1. 
c.  ^0.  p.  46.     Plin.  lib.  34.  c.  8.  p.  653.      Athen.  lib.  13.  p.  591. 

*  Demosth.   in  Mid.  p.  606  et  612.  ^  Deraosth.  in  Neaer. 
p.  873,     Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  ^0.  p.  46. 
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god  of  the  ii?ine-pres8.  It  is  situate  in  the  quarter  of 
the  marshes,'  and  is  opened  only  once  a  year."  In  tiic 
wide  space  in  which  it  stands,  public  spectacles  were 
formerly  exhibited  on  certain  festivals,  before  the 
theatre  was  built." 

At  laigth  we  are  arrived  at  the  foot*  of  the  stairs 
that  lead  up  to  the  citadel.*"  Observe  how  the  pros- 
pect extends  and  becomes  more  beautiful  on  aU  sides 
as  you  ascend.  Cast  your  eyes  to  the  left,  on  that 
cavern,  hollowed  out  of  the  rock,  consecrated  to  Pan, 
near  to  that  fountain.'  There  Apollo  received  the 
favours  of  Creusa,  daughter  of  king  Erechtheus,  and 
therie  be  receives  at  this  day  the  homage  of  the 
Athenians,  ever  attentive  to  sanctify  tbe  fcnbles  of 
their  divinities. 

Let  us  stop  for  a  while  before  that  superb  edifice 
of  the  Doric  order,  which  now  presents  itself  to  view. 
This  is  caHed  the  Propytea,  or  vestibules  of  the 
citadd.  Pericles  had  them  built  of  marble,  after  the 
designs  and  under  4iie  inspection  of  the  architect 
Mnesicles.^i  They  were  begun  under  the  archon- 
ship  of  Euthymenes,*  but  not  completed  till  five 
years  after;  and  are  said  to  have  cost  two  thousand 
and  twelve  talents,f  an  exorbitant  sum,  exceeding 
the  whole  annual  revenue  of  the  republic. 

'  Athen.  lib.  11.  c.  3.  p.  465.  Isaeiis  ap.  Harpocr.  'Etc  Aifiv. 
Hesych.  in  Alfiy.  "  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  c.  15.  ■  Hesych.  in  *Ewl 
Aifv.  ®  Athenian  coins  in  the  cabinet  of  the  king  of  France. 
P  Earip..  in  Ion.  v.  17.  501.  936.  Pansan.  lib.  1.  c  33.  p.  G8. 
Lucian.  in  bis  Accus.  t.  ii.  p.  801.  ^  Pint,  in  Pericl.  t.  i.  p.  160. 

*  The  year  437  before  Christ.       +  10, 864, 800  Wrres  (452, 7002.) 
'  Heliod.  ap.  Harpocr.  et  Said,  in  IlpoirvX. 
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The  temple  we  have  on  oiir  left  is  dedicated  td 
Victory.  Let  us  step  into  the  buildings  on  the  rights 
to  admire  the  paintings  which  adorn  its  walls^  and 
are  principally  the  work  of  Polygnotus.'  Let  us  re- 
turn to  the  centre  of  the  buildings  examine  the  six 
beautiful  columns  which  support  the  pediment^  the 
walk  through  the  vestibule  divided  into  three  parts  by 
a  double  row  of  Ionic  pillars>  terminated  on  the  op-» 
posite  side  by  five  doors^  through  which  we  distinguish 
the  columns  of  the  peristyle  that  looks  towards  the 
inside  of  the  citadel.**  Observe^  in  passings  thosfe 
large  blocks  of  marble  which  compose  the  ceilings  and 
sustain  the  roof. 

We  are  now  in  the  citadel."  Observe  the  im- 
mense number  of  statues  which  gratitudeand  religion 
have  erected  here,  and  on  which  the  chisels  of  Myron^ 
PhidiaSj  Alcamenes,  and  other  artists  of  renown,  seem 
to  have  bestowed  animation.  Here  Pericles,  Phor- 
mio,  Iphicrates,  Timotheus,  and  other  Athenian 
generals,  will  live  for  ever.  Their  noble  statues  are 
intermingled,  without  distinction,  with  those  of  the 
gods.* 

This  kind  of  apotheosis  made  a  forcible  impres- 
sion on  me  on  my  first  arrival  in  Greece.  I  thought 
I  beheld  in  every  city  two  classes  of  citizens :  those 
who  at  their  deaths  were  consigned  to  oblivion,  and 
those  on  whom  the  arte  bestow  an  eternal  existence 

*  Paasan.  lib.  I.  c.  2^.  p.  51.  *  Le  Roi,  Ruines  de  llsi  Gr^ce, 
part  2.  p.  13  et  47.  Pausan.  ibid.  *  See  tbe  plan  and  eleva- 
tion of  the  Propylaea ;  and  note  VIII.  of  Vol.  I.  *  Meutt.  in 
C^crop.         ^  Pausan.  lib.  1.  passim. 
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The  one  I  considered  as  the  children  of  men/ the 
second  as  the  sons  of  glory.  But  at  length,  from 
seeing  so  great  a  number  of  statues,  I  have  no  longer 
been  able  to  distinguish  the  two  classes. 

Let  us  approach  these  two  altars.     Revere  the 
finst;  it  is  the  altar  of  Modesty:  affectionately  em- 
brace the  second;  it  is  that  of  Friendship/     Read 
on  that  column  of  bronze  a  decree  which  proscribes 
and  devotes  to  opprobrium  a  citizen  and  his  posterity, 
for  receiving  Persian  gold  to  corrupt  the  Greeks." 
Thus  are  evil  actions  immortalized  to  produce  good 
ones,  and  good  to  stimulate  to  still  better.     Lift  up 
your  eyes  and  admire  the  work  of  Phidiais.     Yonder 
is  the  colossal  statue  of  bronze  which  the  Athenians 
dedicated  to  Minerva,  after  the  battle  of  Marathon.* 
All  the  districts  of  Attica  are  under  the  protection 
of  this  goddess,^  but  it  should  appear  that  she  has 
fixed  her  residen  ce  in  the  citadel.    What  innumerable 
statues,  altars,  and  edifices  iniier  honour !     Among 
these  statues  there  are  three,  the  materials  and  work- 
manship of  which  exhibit  the  progress  of  luxury  and 
the  arts.      The  first  is  so  antique,  that  it  is  said 
to  have  fallen  from  heaven  :*  it  is  shapeless,  and  of 
olive  wood.     The  second,  which  I  have  just  shown 
you,  is  the  work  of  an  age,  when,  from  among  all 
the  various  kinds  of  metals,  the  Athenians  only  made 
use  of  iron  to  obtain  success,  and  brass  to  eternize  it. 

y  Hejych.  in  At^»c.  '  Demosth.  Philip.  4.  p-  91.      Id.  de 

Fals.  Leg.  p.  336.  Plut.  in  Themist.  t.  i.  p.  114.  *  Demosth. 
de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  336.  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  23.  p.  67.  ^  Pausan. 
ibid.  c.  26.  p.  63.         *^  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  26.  p.  63. 
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The  third,  which  we  shall  see  presently,  was  sculp- 
tured by  order  of  Pericles,  and  is  of  gold  and  ivory.* 

Here  we  meet  with  a  temple  consisting  of  two 
chapels,  one  dedicated  to  Minerva  Polias,  the  other  to 
Neptune  Erechtheus.  Remark  the  manner  in  which 
iabulous  traditions  may  sometimes  be  reconciled  with 
historical  fia^cts .  You  are  here  shown,  on  one  side,  the 
olive-tree  which  sprang  out  of  the  earth  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  goddess,  and  which  has  so  greatly  multi- 
plied in  Attica;  and  on  the  other,  the  well,  whence 
they  pretend  that  Neptune  caused  the  water  of  the  sea 
to  gush  out/  By  such  bounties  was  it  that  these  di- 
vinities aspired  to  the  honour  of  bestowing  their  names 
on  this  risi  ng  city.  The  gods  decided  in  favour  of  Mi- 
nerva; and  the  Athenians  for  ages  preferred  agricuture 
to  commerce.^  Since  they  have  combined  these  two 
sources  of  wealth,  they  divide  their  homage  in  the 
same  hallowed  place  between  both  their  benefactors ; 
and  to  complete  the  conciliation^  have  erected  one 
common  altar,  which  they  call  the  altar  of  oblivion.** 

Before  the  statue  of  the  goddess  is  suspended  a 
golden  lamp,  above  which  is  the  figure  of  a  palm-tree, 
of  the  same  metal,  that  reaches  to  the  ceiling.  The 
lamp  burns  night  and  day,*  and  the  oil  is  renewed  but 
once  a  year.  The  wick,  which  is  made  of  amianthus,*' 


.  *  Schol.  in  Demosth.  Orat^  adv.  Androt.  p.  440.  *  Meurs. 
Cecrop.  c.  20.  ^  Herodot.  lib.  8.  c.  55l.  Pausan.  lib.  1.  cap.  ^. 
p.  62.  Meur3.  Cecrop.  cap,  19.  ^  Plut.  in  Themist.  t.  i.  p. 
121.  ^  Plut.  Sympos.  lib.  9.  quaest.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  741.  *  Paus. 
lib.  1.  c.  26.  p.  63.  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  606.  "  Salmas.  in  Solin» 
t.  i.  p.  178. 
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is  Oliver  consumed^  and  the  smoke  escapes  by  a  tunnd 
concealed  under  the  foliage  of  the  palm.  This  lamp 
is  the  work  of  CalUmachus^  and  so  highly  finished  as 
to  incline  those  who  view  it  to  wish  that  it  had  more 
of  graceful  negligence;  but  this  was  the  general  fault 
Qf  that  too  careful  artist  He  lost  sight  of  perfection 
by  striving  to  attain  it;  and  by  being  dissatisfied  with 
himself^  failed  to  give  satisfaction  to  persons  of  real 
taste.' 

In  this  part  of  the  temple  was  preserved  the  rich 
cimeter  of  Mardonius^  who  commanded  the  Persian 
army  at  the  battle  of  Plataea;  and  the  cuirass  of  Ma-- 
sistius^  who  fought  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry .""  In  the 
vestibule  of  the  Parthenon  was  likewise  to  be  seen  the 
throne^  with  silver  feet^  on  which  Xerxes  placed  him- 
self to  be  a  spectator  of  the  sea-fight  at  Salamis  f  and 
in  the  sacred  treasury  were  preserved  the  remains  of 
the  spoils  found  in  the  camp  of  the  Persians.""  These 
spoils^  the  greatest  part  of  which  have  been  carried  off 
in  our  time  by  sacrilegious  hands^  were  trophies  that 
furnished  a  subject  of  pride  to  the  Athenians  of  the 
present  day,  as  if  they  had  acquired  them  by  their 
own  valour ;  like  those  families  who,  having  formerly 
produced  great  men,  endeavour  to  make  us  forget 
what  they  now  are,  by  the  memory  of  what  they 
have  been. 


*  PKn.  lib.  34.  cap.  8.  t.  ii.  p.  (^56.  Pausan.  ibid.  *  De- 
mosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  793.  Ulpian.  in  3  Olynth.  p.  45.  Schol. 
Thttcyd.  in  lib.  2.  cap.  13.  Pausan.  ibid.  cap.  27.  p.  64.  "  De- 
mosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  793.  Harpocr.  in  'ApxvpoV.  •  Thucyd. 
lib.  2.  c.  13. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  ANACHAR818.  lOl 

That  other  buildings  called  Opisthodomos^  is  the 
public  treasury  .<^  It  is  surrounded  by  a  double  wall. 
Treasurers^  chosen  annualty  by  lot>  deposit  there  the 
sums  placed  by  the  senate  in  their  hands  ;'^  and  the 
chief  of  the  prytanes,  who  is  changed  every  day,  is 
entrusted  with  the  key/ 

Your  eyes  have  long  been  turning  towards  that 
&inous  temple  of  Minerva,  one  of  the  noblest  omar 
ments  of  Athens,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Parthenon.  Before  you  enter  it,  permit  me  to  read 
you  a  letter  I  wrote,  on  my  return  from  Persia,  to 
Othanes,  one  of  the  magi,  vnth  whom  I  lived  in  the 
closest  intimacy  during  my  residence  at  Suza.  He 
YfBs  acquainted  with  the  history  of  Greece,  and  wished 
to  inform  himself  of  the  customs  of  different  nations. 
As  he  had  requested  from  me  some  explanations  re- 
specting the  Grecian  temples,  the  following  was  the 
letter  I  wrote  to  him : 

'^  You  assert  that  we  ought  not  to  represent  the 
Deity  under  a  human  form,  nor  circumscribe  his  pre- 
sence within  the  limits  of  a  structure  built  by  men.' 
But  you  would  not  have  advised  Cambyses,  when  in 
Egypt,  to  insult  the  objects  of  religious  worship,*  nor 
Xerxes  to  destroy  the  temfdes  and  statues  of  Greece."" 
These  princes,  superstitious  even  to  extravagance. 


p  Meura.  Cecrop,  c.  26,        «  Arist.  ap  I^rpocr.  in  Ta/i.    Poll. 
lib.  8.  c.  9.  $  97.  '  Argum.  Orat.  Demosthen.  Androt.  p.  697. 

Suid.  io  EnritfTcir.        •  Herodot.  lib.  1.  cap.  131.    Cicer.  de  Leg. 
lib.  2.  c.  10.  t.  iii.  p.  146  *  Herodot.  Kb.  3.  cap.  25,  29,  &c. 

■  Machyl  in  Pew.  v.  811,    Herodot  lib,  8,  c  109.     Diod.  Sic. 
lib.  5.  p.  332.  ' 
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knew  not  that  a  nation  pardons  violence  more  readily 
than  contempt^  and  deems  itself  debased  whenever 
what  it  holds  in  reverence  is  despised  and  profismed. 
Greece  has  forbidden  the  restoration  of  the  sacred 
monuments  overthrown  by  the  Persians.""  These 
await  the  moment  of  vengeance;  and  should  the 
Greeks  ever  carry  their  victorious  arms  into  the  do- 
minions of  the  Great  King,  they  will  remember 
Xerxes^  and  reduce  your  cities  to  ashes/ 

^'  The  Greeks  borrowed  the  idea'  and  the  form  of 
their  temples  from  the  Egyptians;  but  the  propor* 
tions  of  the  architecture*  which  they  have  employed- 
in  these  edifices  are  more  elegant^  or  such  at  least 
as  are  more  conformable  to  their  taste. 

^^  I  shall  not  undertake  to  give  you  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  their  different  parts^  but  send  you  the  plan  of 
that  erected  in  honour  of  Theseus.*  Four  walls,  dis- 
posed in  form  of  a  parallelogram  or  oblong  square, 
constitute  the  nave  or  body  of  the  building.  Its  prin- 
cipal decoration  and  chief  merit  is  exterior,  and  is  as 
distin(^t  from  it  as  the  dresses  that  distinguish  the 
various  classes  of  citizens.  This  consists  in  a  portico 
that  runs  round  thebuilding,and  ofwhich  thecolumns, 
founded  on  a  base  composed  of  several  steps,  support 
an  entablature  crowned  by  a  pediment  at  the  anterior 

*  Isocr.  Paneg.  t.  i.  p.  203.  Lycurg.  cont.  Leocr.  part.  2.  p. 
158.  Pausan.  lib.  10.  cap.  35.  p.  887.  Diod.  lib.  11.  pi  24. 
y  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  17.  p.  545.  Strab.  lib.  1 5.  p.  730.  Quint.  Curt, 
lib.  5.  cap.  7.  "  Herodot.  lib.  2  c.  4.  *  Voyage  de  Norden, 
pi.  132.  Pococke,  t.  i.  pi.  44,  45,  &c.  Mosaiq.  dePalestr.  in 
the  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxx.  p.  503.  *  See  the 
plan,  elevation,  and  view  of  the  temple  of  Theseus. 
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and  posterior  extremities.  This  portico  gives 
equal  grace  and  majesty  to  the  edifice,  and  contri- 
butes to  the  splendour  of  the  ceremonies,  by  the 
great  number  of  spectators  which  it  can  contain^ 
and  shelter  from  the  weather.** 

"^  In  the  vestibule  are  vases  of  lustral  water/  and 
altars  on  which  the  sacrifices  are  usually  offered.* 
Prom  hence,  as  we  enter  the  temple,  the  statue  of 
the  divinity,  and  votive  ofl'erings  dedicated  by  the 
piety  of  the  people,  are  seen.  It  has  no  light  but 
what  it  receives  from  the  entrance."** 

''  The  plan  you  have  before  you  may  be  varied 
according  to  the  rules  of  art  and  the  taste  of  the 
artist.  As,  for  instance,  in  the  dimensions.  The  temple 
of  Jupiter,  at  Olympia,  is  two  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  long,  ninety-five  broad,  and  sixty-eight «  in 
height.^  That  of  Jupiter,  at  Agrigentum,  in  Sicily,^  , 
is  three  hundred  and  forty  feet  long,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  wide,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  high.+ 

*»  Vitruv.  lib.  3.  c.  ^.  p.  42.  *=  Casaub.  in  Theophr.  c.  16. 

p.  126.     Duport.  ibid.  p.  456.         **  Euripid.  Iphig.  in  Taur.  v.  7^. 
Poll.  lib.  1.  c.  1.  §  6,  &c.  *  See  note  VIII.  at  the  ead  of  tbe 

volume.  «  Voyag.  de  Spon.  t.  ii.  p.  89.  ^Pausan.  lib.  5. 

c.  10.  p.  398.  8r  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  203.  +  Length  of  the 
temple  of  Olympia,  217  French  feet,  2  inches,  8  lines,  (232 
feet  9  inches  English) ;  its  breadth,  S9  feet,  8  inches,  8  lines, 
(95  feet  English)  ;  its  height,  64  feet.  2  inches,  8  lines,  (68  feet, 
"  7  inches,  English).  Length  of  the  temple  of  Agrigentum,  321  feet 
1  inch,  4  lines,  (343  feet  English)  ;  its  breadth,  151  feet,  1  inch, 
4  lines,  (161  feet,  4  inches,  English);  its  height,  113  feet, 
4  lines,  (120  feet,  8  inches,  English).  Winkelmann  (Recaeil  de 
ses  Lettres,  t.i.  p.  282)  presumes,  with  reason,  that  the  breadth 
of  this  temple  was  160  Grecian  feet,  instead  of  60,  as  the  text  of 
DIodorus,  as  we  now  have  it,  imports. 
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''  It  admits  also  of  variety  in  the  number  of  co- 
lumns. Sometimes  we  find  two^  four^  six^  eighty  and 
even  as  many  as  ten^  in  the  two  fronts ;  sometin\es 
they  are  placed  only  at  the  anterior  front.  In  some 
temples  a  double  portico  is  formed  round  the  whole 
building  by  two  rows  of  columns. 

''  Variety  is  also  admitted  in  the  ornaments  and 
proportions  of  the  columns  and  entablature^  and  here 
the  genius  of  the  Greeks  shines  forth.  After  various 
experiments^  having  combined  their  ideas  and  dis- 
coveries into  a  system^  they  composed  two  species 
or  orders  of  architecture^,  each  possessing  a  dis- 
tinctive character  and  peculiar  beauties;  the  one 
more  ancient^  more  masculine^  and  more  substantia^ 
called  the  Doric ;  the  other,  more  light  and  elegant, 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Ionic.  I  shall  say 
nothing  of  the  Corinthian,  as  it  does  not  essentially 
differ  from  the  two  others.** 

In  fine,  a  variety  may  also  have  place  in  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  these  structures.  Some  contain  a 
sanctuary  not  to  be  entered  by  the  profane :  *  others 
are  divided  into  several  compartments.  Some  there 
are  in  which,  besides  the  principal  gate  of  entrance, 
there  is  a  second  at  the  opposite  extremity,  or  one, 
the  roof  of  which  is  supported  by  one  or  two  ranges 
of  columns.* 

''  The  better  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  form 

^  Le  Roi,  Ruines  de  laGrece,  p.  15.  de  TEssai  sur  THistoire  de 
r  Architect.  *  Valer.  Max.  lib.  1.  c.  6.  §  12.     Poll.  lib.  1. 

c.  1.  §  8.     Caes.  de  Bell,  Civ.  lib.  3.  c.  105.  *  See  note  IX. 

at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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of  the  temples  of  Greece^  I  shall  annex  two  drai wings 
to  my  letter,  in  which  you  will  find  represented  the 
front  and  general  view  of  the  Parthenon,  at  the 
citadel  of  Athens.*  I  shall  likewise  send  you  the 
work  composed  by  Ictinus  on  this  beautiful  struc- 
ture." Ictinus  was  one  of  the  two  architects  em- 
ployed by  Pericles  in  the  building  of  this  temple ; 
the  name  of  the  other  was  Callicrates.^ 

''  From  whatever  quarter  the  traveller  arrives^ 
whether  by  sea  or  land,  he  views  it  rearing  up  its 
lofty  head  above  the  city  and  the  citadel.^  It  is  of 
the  Doric  order,  and  built  of  that  beautiful  white 
marble  found  in  the  quarries  of  Pentelicus,  a  moun- 
tain of  Attica.  It  is  one;buiidred  feet  wide,  abotut 
two  hundred  and  twenty -six  broad,  and  about  sixty- 
nine  in  height.f  The  portico  is  double  at  the  two 
fronts,  and  single  on  each  side.  Along  the  exterior 
face  of  the  nave  runs  a  frieze  or  architrave,  on  which 
is  represented  a  procession  in  honour  of  Miaerva." 
These  basso-relievos  have  added  greatly  tothe  fame 
of  the  artiste  by  whom  they  were  executed. 

''  Within  this  tempie  is  that  stafeue  so  celebrated^ 
for  its  size>  the  richness  of  its  materials,  and  the  ex- 
quisite beauty  of  the  workmanship.  .  By  the  sublime 
majesty  that  irradiates  the  features  and  the  whole 
figure  of  Minerva,  we  easily  recognize  the  hand  of 

*  See-  the  plan,. elevation,  and  view  of  the  Parthehon.  "  Vi- 
truv.  Praef.  lib.  7.  p*  125.  ^  Plut.  in  Pericl.  t.  i.  f,  15*  Strab. 
lib.  9.  p.  395.  Pausan.  c.  41.  p.  685.  *  Le  Roi,  Rirines  de  la 
Grece,  part  1.  p.  8.  +  See  note  X.  at  the  end  of  the  voluiner 
"  Chandler's  Travels  in  Greece,  p.  51. 
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Phidias.  The  ideas  of  this  artist  were  so  sublime; 
that  he  has  succeeded  better^  if  possible,  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  gods,  than  in  that  of  mortals."  We 
are  almost  tempted  to  say  that  he  had  viewed  the 
latter  from  too  great  a  height,  but  the  former  on  a 
near  approach. 

^'  This  figure  is  twenty-six  cubits  high.  The 
goddess  is  erect,  covered  with  the  aegis  and  a  long 
tunic/  holding  in  one  hand  a  lance,  in  the  other  a 
Victory  near  four  cubits  high.*  Her  helmet,  on 
which  is  a  sphynx,  is  ornamented  on  each  side  with 
two  griffins.  On  the  outsiSe  of  the  shield,  which' 
Ues  at  the  feet  of  the  goddess,  Phidias  has  represented 
the  battle  of  the  Amazons ;  on  the  inside,  the  combat 
of  the  gods  and  giants ;  on  her  buskins,  that  of  the 
Lapithse  and  Centaurs;  and  on  the  pedestal,  the 
birth  of  Pandora,  and  a  variety  of  other  subjects. 
The  visible  parts  of  the  body  are  of  ivory,  except 
the  eyes,  the  iris  of  which  is  imitated  by  a  particular 
kind  of  stone.p  This  able  artist  has  exhibited  a 
wonderful  degree  of  taste  in  the  execution  of  his 
work,  and  proved  that  his  genius  still  retained  its 
superiority  even  in  the  most  minute  details.'^ 

^^  Before  he  began  this  statue,  he  was  obliged  to 
give  an  account,  to  the  assembly  of  the  people,  of  the 

»  Quintil.  lib.  12.  c.  10.  p.  744.  *  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  24.  p. 
57  et  58.  Plin.  lib.  36.  c.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  726.  Max.  Tyr.  diss.  14. 
p.  156.  Arrian.  in  Epict.  lib.  2.  c.  8.  p.  208.  *  The  cubit 
among  the  Gfeeks  being  one  of  their  feet  and  a  half,  the  height 
of  the  figure  was  36  of  our  feet  and  10  inches  (39  feet  4  inches)  ; 
and  that  of  the  Victory,  5  feet  8  inches  (6  feet  English).  *»  Plat, 
in.  Hipp.  t.  iii.  p.  290.  Plin.  lib.  37.  p.  787  et  788.  «  Plin. 
lib.  36.  c.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  726. 
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materials  which  he  intended  to  employ.  He  gave  the 
preference  to  marble,  because  its  splendour  subsists 
longest.  Thus  far  he  was  listened  to  with  attention ; 
but  when  he  added  that  it  was  the  cheapest,  he  was 
commanded  to  say  no  more,  and  it  was  determined 
that  the  statue  should  be  formed  of  gold  and  ivory/ 

"  For  this  purpose  the  purest  gold  was  selected, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  provide  a  quantity  of  the 
weight  of  forty  talents.* '  Phidias,  by  the  suggestions 
of  Pericles,  applied  this  in  such  a  way  as  easily  to  ad- 
mit of  being  taken  off.  Two  motives  induced  Pericles 
to  give  this  advice.  He  foresaw  that  a  time  might 
come  when  it  should  be  necessary  to  employ  this  gold 
for  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  state,  a  measure 
which  he  in  fact  proposed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Peloponnesian  war.^  He  foresaw  likewise  that  him- 
self as  well  as  Phidias  might  hereafter  be  accused  of 
having  applied  part  of  it  to  other  purposes,  and  of 
this  they  afterwards  really  were  accused ;  but  by  the 
precautions  they  had  used,  the  slanderous  charge 
only  redounded  to  the  dishonour  of  their  enemies.f 

'^  Phidias  was  reproached  likewise  with  having 
sculptured  his  own  portrait,  with  that  of  his  patron, 
on  the  shield  of  Minerva.   He  had  there  represented 


'  VaL  Max.  lib.  1.  c.  1.  §  7.  *  The  proportion  of  the  value 
of  gold  to  silver  was  then  as  thirteen  to  one:  these  forty  talents, 
therefore,  were  worth  about  three  millions  of  livres  (126,000/. 
sterling).  See  note  XI.  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  on  the  quantity 
of  gold  employed  to  ornament  this  statue.  •  Thucyd.  lib.  2. 
€.  J3.  *■  Id.  ibid.  "  Plut.  in  Pericl.  t.  i.  p.  169.  +  See 
note  XII,  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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himself  in  the  character  of  an  old  man  in  the  act  of 
throwing  a  huge  stone ;  and  it  is  pretended  thajt^  by 
an  ingenious  piece  of  mechanism^  this  figure  was  so 
connected  with  the  whole  as  to  make  it  impossible  to 
remove  it,  without  disuniting  and  totally  destroying 
the  statue/  Pericles  appears  fighting  with  an  Ama* 
zon.  His  arm  extended^  and  holding  a  javelin, 
hides  from  the  spectator  one  half  of  his  countenance. 
The  object  of  the  artist  in  this  partial  concealment 
is  only  to  engage  the  attention  of  curiosity. 

''  To  this  temple  is  annexed  a  treasury,  in  which 
individuals  deposit  such  sums  of  money  as  they  choose 
not  to  keep  at  home.  There,  likewise,  are  preserved 
the  oJBferings  made  to  the  goddess,  which  consist  of 
crowns,  vases^,  and  little  figures  of  the  divinities,  of 
gold  or  silver.  The  Athenian  women  likewise  fre- 
quently make  offerings  in  this  temple  of  their  rings^ 
bracelets,  and  necklaces.  These  are  entrusted  to  the 
treasurers  of  the  goddess,  who  have  them  under  their 
care  during  the  year  they  remain  in  office ;  on  the  eX' 
piration  of  which  time  they  deliver  to  their  successors 
a  list  specifying  the  weight  of  each  article,  and  the 
name  of  the  donor.  The  inventory,  which  is  imme^ 
diately  cut  in  marble/  is  a  testimonial  of  the  fidelity 
of  the  keepers,  and  an  incentive  to  private  liberality. 

"  This  temple,  that  of  Theseus,  and  some  others, 
constitute  the  triumph  of  architecture  and  sculpture. 
Were  I  to  expatiate  at  large  on  the  beauties  of  the 

*  De  Mund.  ap.  Aristot.  t.  i.  p.  613.  Cicer.  Orat.  c.  71.  t.  i. 
p.  481.  Id.  Tuscul.  lib.  1.  c.  15.  t.  ii.  p.  245.  ^  Chandl.  In* 
script,  in  notis,  part  2.  p.  xv.     Poll.  lib.  10.  c.  28.  §  126. 
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whoie^  and  on  the  elegance  of  the  minuter  parts^  I 
could  add  nothing  to  this  eulogium.  Be  not  amazed 
at  the  prodigious  number  of  edifices  erected  in  ho- 
nour of  the  gods.  As  manners  become  more  de- 
praved, laws  have  been  proportionally  multiplied  to 
prevent  crimes^  and  altars  to  expiate  them  become 
more  numerous  :  besides  that  such  monuments  em- 
bellish a  city,  encourage  the  arts,  and  are  in  general 
constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy ;  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  spoils  taken  in  war  is  always  destined  to 
maintain  the  magnificence  of  religious  worship/' 

Such  was  the  answer  I  wrote  to  Othanes,  the 
magus.  At  present,  without  going  out  of  the  citadel, 
we  will  take  difiFerent  positions,  that  will  successively 
display  the  whole  city  to  our  view. 

Of  late  years,  it  has  extended  towards  the  south- 
west, commerce  daily  attracting  the  inhabitants  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Piraeus.  On  that  side,  and  to  the  west, 
we  see,  in  the  environs  of  the  citadel,  at  different  in- 
tervals, rocks  and  eminences,*  covered  in  general  with 
houses.  On  our  right  we  have  the  rising  ground  on 
which  stands  the  .Areopagus,  on  the  left  that  of  the 
Museum,  and  towards  the  centre  that  of  the  Pnyx, 
where,  as  I  have  said,  the  general  assembly  is  some- 
times held.  We  here  may  observe  to  what  a  height 
the  two  parties  that  divide  Athens  carry  their  mutual 
jealousy.  As  from  the  top  of  this  hill  the  Piraeus 
may  be  distinctly  seen,  there  was  a  time  when  the 
orators,  turning  their  eyes  towards  the  harbour,  used 
every  art  to  induce  the  people  to  sacrifice  ^very  other 
*  Whel.  Jourii.  book  5.  p.  338.     Spon.  Chandl.  &c. 
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object  to  their  navy.  The  partisans  of  the  aristo- 
cracy^ deeply  offended  at  this^  alleged  that  the  first 
legislators  had  only  favoured  agriculture^  and  that 
Themistocles,  by  uniting  the  city  to  the  Piraeus,  and 
thus  connecting  the  sea  and  land,  had  increased  the 
number  of  the  sailors,  and  the  power  of  the  multi* 
tude.  Accordingly,  after  the  taking  of  Athens,  the 
first  measure  adopted  by  the  thirty  tyrants  appointed 
by  Lysander,  was  to  turn  the  rostrum  from  which 
the  orators  harangued  the  people  toward  the  land, 
whereas  it  before  had  always  fronted  the  sea.* 

I  have  not  taken  notice  of  several  edifices  situate 
on  the  sides  and  in  the  environs  of  the  citadel.  Such, 
among  others,  are  the  Odeum  and  the  temple  of  Jupi- 
ter Olympius.  The  former  is  a  kind  of  theatre  built, 
by  Pericles  for  musical  competitions.*  In  it  the  six 
junior  archons  sometimes  hold  their  meetings.''  The 
roof,  which  is  supported  by  columns,  is  biiilt  with  the 
fragments  of  ships  of  the  Persian  fleet  defeated  at 
Salamis/  The  temple  of  J  upi  ter  Olympius  was  begun 
by  Pisistratus,  and  would,  it  is  said,  had  it  been 
finished,®  have  been  the  most  magnificent  of  temples. 

Your  progress  had  been  often  interrupted,  and 
your  eyes  have  been  frequently  astonished  and  de- 
lighted, in  the  road  we  have  pursued  from  the  Piraeus 
to  the  place  in  which  we  now  are.  There  are  few 
streets,  few  squares  in  this  city,  in  which  you  will  not 

*  Plut.  in  Themist.  t.  i.  p.  121.  ^  Meurs.  in  Ceram.  c.  11. 

*=  Demosth.  in  Neaer.  p.  869.  **  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  3.  Plut. 
in  Pericl.  t.  i.  p.  160.  .  *  Dicaearch.  Stat.  Graec.  ap.  Geogr.  Min. 
t.  ii.  p.  8.     Meurs.  Athen.  Attic,  c.  10. 
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meet  with  similar  objects  to  excite  and  gratify  curio- 
sity. But  do  not  rely  wholly  on  appearances.  The 
edifice^the  most  uninviting  externally  ^sometimes  con- 
tains a  precious  treasure  within.  Towards  the  north, 
in  the  quarter  of  Melita,  see  if  you  cannot  discern 
some  treesaround  a  house  that  is  scarcely  distinguish- 
able: that  is  the  abode  of  Phocion.'  On  this  other 
side^  in  the  middle  of  those  houses^  in  a  little  temple 
dedicated  to  Venus,  is  a  picture  of  Zeuxis  represent- 
ing the  god  of  love  crowned  with  roses  ;^  lower  down, 
near  that  eminence,  stands  another  building,  where 
the  rival  of  Zeuxis  has  made  one  of  those  essays 
which  discover  a  superior  genius.  Parrhasius,  per- 
suaded that  it  was  within  the  reach  of  his  art,  either 
by  the  expression  of  the  countenance,  or  by  the  at- 
titude and  air  of  :the  figures,  to  render  the  qualities 
of  the  mind  and  heart  perceptible  to  the  eye,^  un- 
dertook, in  his  portrait  of  the  people  of  Athens,  to 
trace  out  the  character,  or  rather  the  various  charac- 
ters, of  that  violent,  unjust,  gentle,  compassionate, 
vain-glorious,  crouching,  haughty,  and  timid  people.* 
But  how  has  he  succeeded  in  this  ingenious  thought? 
I  will  not  deprive  you  of  the  pleasure  of  the  surprise ; 
you  shall  judge  for  yourself. 

I  have  hastily  accompanied  you  through  the  city ; 
you  are  now  to  view,  at  one  comprehensive  glance, 
the  adjacent  country.  To  the  east  is  Mount  Hy- 
mettus,  which  the  bees  enrich  with  their  honey,  and 

^Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  750.  «  Aristoph.  Acharn.  v.  S91. 
Schol.  ibid.  Suid.  in  'AyOifji.  ^  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  3.  p.  781. 
'  Plin.  lib.  35.  c.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  693. 
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which  invites  you  by  the  fragmncy  of  its  thyme. 
The  missus^  that  glides  at  the  foot  of  it^  meanders 
round  our  walls ;  above  you  see  the  gymnasia  of  the 
Cynosarges  and  the  Lycffium,  To  the  north-west 
you  discover  the  Academy^  and^  a  little  farther^  a  hill 
named  Colonos^  on  which  Sophocles  has  laid  the 
scene  of  his  (Edipus  Coloneus.  The  Cephisus^ 
after  enriching  this  district  with  the  tribute  of  its 
waters^  at  length  mingles  them  with  those  of  the 
missus.  Both  these  streams  are  occasionally  dry 
during  the  great  heats  of  summer.  The  prospect  is 
embellished  by  handsome  country-houses^  which 
present  themselves  to  the  view  on  all  sides. 

I  shall  conclude  by  reminding  you  of  what  Ly- 
sippus  siays  in  one  of  his  comedies :  '^  Whoever  does 
not  desire  to  see  Athens^  is  stupid ;  whoever  sees  it 
without  being  delighted^  is  still  more  stupid;  but  the 
height  of  stupidity,  is  to  see  it,  to  admire  it,  and  to 
leave  it.^'^ 

^  Dicaearch.  Stat.  Graec.  p.  10.  Henr.  Steph.  Lucub.  ia 
DicaBarch.  c.  3.     In  Thes.  Antiq.  Graec.  t.  xi. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Battle  of  MantineaJ^—rDeaih  of  Epaminondas, 

Greece  was  now  on  the  eve  of  an  important  revolu- 
tion; Epaminondas  was  at  the  head  of  an  army;  and 
on  his  victory  or  defeat  finally  depended  the  question, 
whether  the  Lacedaemonians  or  Thebans  were  to 
give  law  to  the  other  states  of  Greece  ?  The  oppor- 
tunity appeared  favourable  to  him  for  hastening 
this  decision. 

He  left  Tegea,  in  Arcadia,  as  night  came  on, 
with  the  view  of  surprising  Lacedaemon.*  This  city 
is  entirely  exposed,  and  had  at  that  time  none  but 
children  and  old  men  for  its  defenders,  part  of  the 
troops  being  then  in  Arcadia,  and  the  remainder  on 
their  march  thither  under  the  command  of  Agesi- 
laus.  The  Thebans  arrived  at  break  of  day,"  but 
found  Agesilaus  ready  to  receive  them.  Informed 
by  a  deserter  of  the  march  of  Epaminondas,  he  had 
returned  home  with  extraordinary  celerity,  and  his 
soldiers  already  occupied  the  most  important  stations. 

♦  lo  the  2d  year  of  the  104th  Olympiad,  the  12th  of  the 
mouth  Scirophorion,  corresponding  with  the  5th  of  July  of  the 
Julian  proleptic  year  362  before  Christ.  *  Xen.  Hist.  Graec. 

lib.  7,  p.  643.      Polyaen.  Stratag.  lib.  2.  c.  3.  §  10.  "»  Diod. 

Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  392. 
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TheTheban  genera]^,  surprised  withoutbeing  discou- 
ragedj  ordered  several  attacks.  He  had  penetrated 
to  the  forum/  and  made  himself  master  of  one  part 
of  the  city,  when  Agesilaus,  then  near  eighty  years 
of  age,  listening  only  to  the  dictates  of  despair/  rush- 
ed  into  the  midst  of  danger,  and,  seconded  by  the 
brave  Archidamus  his  son,  repulsed  the  enemy,  and 
compelled  them  to  retire. 

On  this  occasion,  Isadas  performed  an  action  that 
excited  at  once  the  admiration  and  the  severe  animad- 
version of  the  magistrates.  This  Spartan,  scarcely 
out  of  his  childhood,  beautiful  as  the  god  of  love  him- 
self, and  valiant  as  AchiUes,  armed  only  with  a  lance 
and  sword,  rushed  through  the  Lacedasmonian  batta- 
lions, fell  impetuously  on  the  Thebans,  and  laid  at  his 
feet  all  who  attempted  to  withstand  his  fury.  The 
ephori  decreed  Kim  a  crown  in  honour  of  the  courage 
he  had  displayed,  but  imposed  on  him  a  fine  for 
having  fought  without  either  cuirass  or  buckler .** 

Epaminondas  was  not  molested  in  his  retreat; 
but  a  victory  was  become  necessary,  that  the  failure 
of  his  enterprise  might  be  forgotten.  He  therefore 
marched  into  Arcadia^  where  the  principal  forces  of 
Greece  were  then  united,'  and  the  two  armies  soon 
came  in  sight  of  each  other.  That  of  the  Lacedse- 
monians  and  their  allies  consisted  of  more  than 
twenty  thousand  foot,  and  near  two  thousand  horse ; 
the  army  of  the  Theban  league,  of  thirty  thousand 
infantry,  and  about  three  thousand  cavalry.' 

■  Polyb.  lib.  9.  p.  547.  ^Plut.in  Ages.ti.p.615.  p  Id.  ibid. 
•»  Xeu.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  7.  p.  647.         '  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  393. 
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Never  did  Epaminondas  display  greater  military 
talents  than  on  this  occasion.  In  his  order  of  battle 
he  followed  the  same  principles  which  had  procured 
him  the  victory  of  Leuctra.*  One  of  his  wings, 
formed  in  a  column,  fell  upon  the  Lacedsemonian 
phalanx,  which  probably  would  never  have  been 
broken,  had  he  not  hastened  thither  in  person  to 
animate  his  troops  by  his  example,  and  to  reinforce 
them  by  a  chosen  body  of  men.  The  enemy,  dis- 
mayed at  his  appearance,*  gave  way,  and  took  to 
flight ;  he  pursued  them  with  an  ardour  which  he 
could  no  longer  restrain,  and  found  himself  sur- 
rounded by  a  body  of  Spartans,  who  poured  on  him 
a  shower  of  javelins.  After  long  warding  off  death, 
and  making  a  crowd  of  warriors  bite  the  dust,  he . 
fell  by  a  javelin,  the  point  of  which  remained  broken 
in  his  breast.  The  honour  of  carrying  off  his  body 
brought  on  a  renewal  of  the  battle,  as  warm  and 
bloody  as  the  former  attack ;  but  his  companions, 
redoubling  their  exertions,  had  at  length  the  melan- 
choly consolation  of  conveying  the  hero  to  his  tent. 

On  the  other  wing,  the  fate  of  the  battle  long 
hung  in  suspense.  By  the  prudent  dispositions  of 
Epaminondas,  the  Athenians  had  it  not  in  their 
power  to  second  the  Lacedaemonians. ""  Their  cavalry 
attacked  that  of  theThebans,  was  repulsed  with  loss, 
again  rallied,  and  cut  in  pieces  a  detachment  posted 
by  the  enemy  upon  the  neighbouring  heights.  Their 

"  Folard.  Traite  de  la  Colon,  c.  10.  dans  le  ter  vol.  de  la  Trad, 
de  la  Polybe,  p.  Ixi.  '  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  395.         «  Xen. 

Hist.  Graec.  lib.  7.  p.  646. 
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in&ntry  was  on  the  poitit  of  flying^^  when  the  Eleans 
hastened  to  their  assistance/ 

The  wound  of  Epaminondas  staid  the  carnage^ 
and  suspended  the  fury  of  the  soldiers.  Both  armiesi 
equally  struck  with  astonishment^  remained  in  inac- 
tion *J  the  retreat  was  sounded  on  both  sides,  and  a 
trophy  was  erected  on  the  field  of  battle.' 

Epaminondas  still  breathed.  His  friends^  his 
officers,  were  dissolved  in  tears  around  his  bed;  and 
the  whole  camp  resounded  with  the  cries  of  grief  and 
despair*  The  physician  had  declared  that  he  would 
expire  the  instant  the  iron  should  be  extracted  froin 
his  wound."  All  his  fears  were  lest  his  shield  should 
have  fiedlen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
shewn  him^  and  he  kissed  it,  as  the  instrument  of  his 
glory."*  He  seemed  anxious  concerning  the  fate  of 
the  battle.  He  was  told  that  the  Thebans  were  vic- 
torious. ^'  It  is  well/'  replied  he^  '*^  I  have  lived  long 
enough.'"''  He  then  ordered  Daiphantus  and  lollidas, 
generals  vvhom  he  thought  worthy  to  succeed  him,  to 
be  sent  for.  He  was  informed  that  they  were  dead. 
"  Advise  the  Thebans  then/'  said  he,  ^*^  to  conclude  a 
peace."*  He  now  ordered  the  point  of  the  javelin  to 
be  drawn  out ;  and  one  of  his  friends  exclaiming,  in 
the  distraction  of  his  grief:  ^' You  die,  Epaminondas! 
had'  you  but  left  any  children  l*^  '^I  leave,"  answered 

""  Diod.  Sic.  lib*  15.  p.  394.  ^  Justin,  lib.  6.  c  7.'  ,'Diod* 
Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  396.  *  Id.  ibid.  ^  Cicer.  de  Finib.  lib.  2. 

c.  3a  t.  ii.  p.  135.  Id.  Epist.  Famil.  lib.  5.  epist.  12.  t.  vii.  p.  163. 
Justin,  ibid.  c.  8.  *=  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  396.  Nep.  in  Epam. 
c.  9.         ^  Plut.  in  Apopht.  t.  ii.  p.  194. 
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he,  expiring,  ''  two  immoFtal  daughters — the  ific- 
tories  of  Leuctra  and  Mantinea/'* 

His  death  had  been  preceded  by  thiat  of  Tima- 
genes,  the  kind  and  aflfecdonate  friend  who  had 
brought  me  into  Greece.  He  had  suddenly  disap* 
peared  a  week  before  the  battle.  A  letter,  left  by 
him  on  the  table  of  his  niece  Epicharis,  informed  ua 
that  he  was  gone  to  join  Epaminondas,  with  whom 
he  had  preconcerted  measures  during  his  residence 
at  Thebes,  but  that  it  was  his  intention  speedily  to 
return^  never  to  leave  us  more.  If  the  gods,  added 
be,,  should  otherwise  ordain,,  remember  all  that  Ana^ 
charsis  has  done  for  me,  nor  forget  what  you  have 
promised  to  do  for  him. 

My  heart  felt  the  severest  pangs  when  I  read  this 
ktter.  I  wished  instantly  to  follow  him ;  it  was  my 
duty  so  to  do ;  but  Timagenes  had  but  too  well  con- 
certed his  precautions  to  prevent  me.  Apottodoms, 
who,  at  his  request,  had  just  obtained  for  me  the 
privileges  of  a  dti^en  of  Athens,  represented  to  me 
the  impossibility  of  bearing  arms  against  my  new 
country,  without  exposing  him  and' his  family.  Thid 
consideration  prevailed,  and  I  did  not  follow  my 
friend ;  I  was  not  witness  of  his  heroic  actions ;  and 
I  did  not  die  with  him ! 

His  image  is  ever  present  to  my  mind.  Thirty 
years  have  since  elapsed,  yet  it  is  but  a  moment  that 
I  have  lost  him.  Twice  have  I  attempted  his  eiilo*- 
gium,  twice  has  it  been  obliterated  by  my  tears.  But 

/  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  396. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


208  TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSI8. 

had  I  even  possessed  the  power  to  finish^  I  should 
have  had  the  resolution  to  suppress  it.  The  virtues 
of  an  obscure  man  are  interesting  only  to  his  friends^ 
nor  can  they  even  claim  to  be  held  forth  as  an 
example. 

The  troubles  of  Greece  were  eventually  increased 
by  the  battle  of  Mantinea  -/  but  its  immediate  eflFect 
was  to  terminate  the  war.^  The  Athenians^  previous 
to  their  departure,  took  care  to  collect  the  bodies  of 
their  countrymen  who  had  fallen  in  battle;  and  after 
they  were  consumed  on  the  funeral  pile,  their  bones 
were  carried  to  Athens,  .and  a  day  was  fixed  for  the 
ceremony  of  their  last  obsequies,  at  which  one  of  the 
principal  magistrates  presided."* 

This  began  by  exposing  under  a  large  tent  the 
coffins  of  cypress  wood  which  contained  the  bones  of 
the  deceased.  Such  as  had  lost  any  relation,  both 
men  and  women^  came  there  from  time  to  time  to 
make  libations,  and  acquit  themselves  of  the  duties 
enjoined  by  religion  and  natural  affection.'  Three 
days  after,  the  coffins,  placed  on  as  many  cars  as 
there  are  tribes,  proceeded  slowly  through  the  city  to 
the  Ceramicus  without  the  walls,  where  funeral 
games  were  exhibited.  They  were  then  deposited  in 
the  earth,  after  their  friends  and  relations  had  bathed 
them  for  the  last  time  with  their  tears ;  and  an  orator, 
publicly  appointed  for  the  occasion,  rising  up,  pro- 
nounced the  funeral  eulogium  of  these  brave  warriors* 

'  Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  7.  c.  647.  «^  Plut.  in  Ages.  torn.  1. 

p.  616.  ^  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  91.  *  Thucyd.  lib.  %  c.  34. 

^  Lys.  Orat.  Funeb.  p.  W  et  27. 
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Each  tribe  erected  sepulchral  stones  over  the  graves 
of  its  soldiers,  on  which  were  inscribed  their  names 
and  those  of  their  fathers,  their  birth-place,  and  the 
name  of  the  place  near  which  they  fell. 

On  each  side  of  the  road  which  leads  from  the 
city  to  the  Academy  are  a  great  number  of  such 
sepulchral  inscriptions.'  Others  are  seen  scattered 
in  different  places  in  the  vicinity.  Here  lie  those 
who  fell  in  the  war  of  iEgina;  there,  those  who 
vrere  slain  in  Cyprus ;  farther  on,  such  as  perished 
in  the  Sicilian  expedition.  It  is  impossible  to  ad- 
vance a  step  without  treading  on  the  ashes  of  a 
hero,  or  of  a  victim  sacrificed  to  his  country.  I 
saw  the  soldiers  who  were  returned  from  Pelopon- 
nesus, and  had  attended  at  the  ceremony,  straying 
among  these  funeral  monuments,  pointing  out  to 
each  other  the  names  of  their  ancestors  and  fathers, 
and  seeming  to  anticipate  the  honours  which  were 
one  day  to  be  paid  to  their  own  memories. 

^Pausan,  lib.  1.  c.  29. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Of  the  present  GovemmerU  of  Athens. 

As  I  shall  sometimes  make  a  transition  from  one 
subject  to  another^  without  approaching  the  reader, 
it  IS  necessary  to  justify  my  method. 

Athens  was  my  usual  place  of  residence ;  though 
frequently,  in  company  with  my  friend  Philotas,  I 
made  excursions  into  the  neighbouring  or  more  dis- 
tant countries,  from  whence  we  again  returned  to 
that  city.  At  every  interval  of  my  stay,  I  resumed 
liiy  researches,  and  gave  the  preference  to  some 
particular  object.  The  order  of  this  work  therefore 
is,  as  I  have  alrieady  said,  only  that  of  a  journal, 
in  which,  to  the  narrative  of  my  travels,  and  the 
recital  of  remarkable  events,  I  have  added  such  ob- 
servations as  I  could  collect  on  interesting  subjects. 
I  had  begun  by  an  inquiry  into  the  Athenian  govern- 
ment, of  which,  in  my  Introduction,  I  contented  my- 
self with  developing  the  general  principles ;  I  shall 
now  enter  into  more  extensive  details,  and  consider 
it  with  the  changes  and  abuses  that  have  been  suc- 
cessively introduced  by  a  series  of  unhappy  circum- 
stances. 

The  cities  and  towns  of  Attica  are  divided  into 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four  departments  or  dis- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS.  211 

tricts,"  which  are  again  united  into^  and  form  ten 
tribes.  All  the  citizens^  those  even  who  reside  at 
Athens^  belong  to  one  of  these  dbtricts^  are  obliged 
to  enrol  their  names  in  its  registers,  and  by  that  act 
are  consequently  classed  in  one  or  other  of  the 
tribes. 

Towards  the  end  of  every  year/  the  tribes  sepa- 
rately assemble  to  elect  a  senate^  consisting  of  five 
hundred  deputies^  who  must  havte  attained  at  least 
the  age  of  thirty  .*"  Each  of  these  tribes  presents  fifty, 
with  which  an  equal  number  are  conjoined,  to  supply 
the  places  &at  may  faJl  vacant  by  the  death  or 
irregular  conduct  of  any  of  the  acting  deputies^^ 
Both  deputies  and  substitutes  are  chosen  by  lot."^ 

The  new  senators  must  undergo  a  rigorous  scru- 
tiny :'  for  irr^roachable  morals  are  required  in  vae^ 
appointed  to  govern  others.  They  afterwards  take 
an  oath,  by  which  they  promise,  among  other  things, 
to  give  none  but  salutary  counsel  to  the  republic^  to 
judge  according  to  the  laws,  to  send  no  citizen  to 
prison  who  is  able  to  find  baU,  unless  accused  of  a 
conspiracy  againsb  the  state,  or  of  embezzling  the 
public  revenue.' 

The  senate  elected  by  the  representatives  of  the 
ten  tribes  is  naturally  divided  into  ten  classes,  each  of 
which  by  turns  has  the  pre-eminence  over  the  others. 


*  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  896.  Eustath.  in  Iliad,  lib.  2.  fK  9S4.  Cor- 
«in.  Fast.  Att.  t.  i.  dissert.  5.  °  Argura.  in  Androt.  Orat.  p. 
^97.  Petit.  Leg.  Alt.  p.  186.  ""  Xen.  Memorab.  lib.  1.  p.  717. 
**  Harpocr.  in  'EiriXax. .  ''Id.  ibid.  Andocid.  de  Myst.  part  2. 
p.  13.         '  Lys.  adv,  Philon.  p.  487.       *  Petit.  Leg.  Att.  p.  192. 
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This  pre-eminence  is  determined  by  lot/  and  its 
duration  limited  to  the  space  of  thirty-six  days  for 
the  four  first  classes^  and  thirty-five  for  the  others.'* 

The  class  which  possesses  the  temporary  superi- 
ority over  the  rest,  is  named  the  class  of  theprytanes/ 
and  is  maintained  at  the  public  expense/  in  a  place 
called  the  Prytaneum.  But  as  it  is  yet  too  numerous 
collectively  to  exercise  its  functions,  it  is  subdivided 
into  five  decuriae'or  committees,  each  composed  of 
ten  proedri  or  presidents ;'  the  seven  seniors  of  whom, 
during  seven  successive  days,  occupy  alternately  the 
chief  place:  the  three  others  never  attain  this  situa- 
tion during  the  whole  year. 

He  who  fills  it  is  considered  as  the  chief  of  the 
senate,  and  his  functions  are  so  important,  that  it  has 
been  thought  proper  to  entrust  him  with  his  authority 
only  for  one  day.  He  it  is  who  generally  proposes 
the  subjects  of  discussion ;  collects  the  suffrages  of 
the  senate ;  and  has,  during  the  short  continuation 
of  his  office,  the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  republic, 
of  the  keys  of  the  citadel,  and  of  those  of  the  treasury 
of  Minerva.* 

These  various  arrangements,  always  determined 
by  lot,  are  intended  to  maintain  the  most  perfect  de- 
gree of  equality  among  the  citizens,  and  as  barriers 


*  Argum.  in  Androt.  Orat.  p.  697.  Suid.  in  Ilpvr.  "  Suid. 
ib.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  189.  Corsin.  Fast.  Att.  dis.  %  p.  103. 
*  Harpocr.  et  Suid.  in  UpvT.  ^  Demosth.  de  Cor.  p.  501. 

Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  15.  §  155.  Ammon.  ap.  Harpocr. in 06X.  'Ar- 
gum. in  Androt.  ut  supra.  *  Suid.  in  'Extar.  Argum.  Orat. 
Demosth.  in  Androt,  p.  697. 
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for  the  greater  safety  of  the  state.  Not  an  Athenian 
but  may  become  a  member  and  chief  of  the  highest 
body  of  the  republic ;  not  an  individual  but  may^  by 
merit  or  intrigues^  have  an  opportunity  to  abuse  an 
authority  confided  to  him^  though  but  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. 

The  nine  other  classes^  or  chambers  of  the  senate^ 
have  in  like  manner  a  president  at  their  head^  who  is 
changed  at  each  meetings  and  is  each  time  drawn  for 
by  lot  by  the  chief  of  the  prytanes.**  On  certain 
occasions^  these  nine  presidents  carry  the  decrees  of 
the  senate  to  the  general  assembly  ;  and  the  first  in 
order  of  them  collects  the  suffrages  of  the  people.*" 
On  others  this  is  performed  by  the  chief  of  the  pry- 
tanes,  or  one  of  his  assistants.*** 

The  senate  is  annually  re-elected,  and  is  expected^ 
whilst  its  authority  coptinues,  to  exclude  those  of  its 
members  whose  conduct  has  been  reprehensible/  and 
to  deliver  up  its  accounts  previous  to  its  dissolution/ 
If  the  people  are  satisfied  with  its  conduct,  they  de- 
cree it  a  crown ;  a  reward  which  is  withheld  when  it 
has  neglected  to  build  galleys.*  The  members  who 
compose  it  receive  a  drachma^  a  day  for  their  at- 
tendance.f    It  meets  every  day,  except  on  festivals^ 

^  Harpocr.  in  Ilpocd.  et  in  'Extcrrdr.  Petit.  Leg.  Att,  p.  191. 
<^  Corsin.  Fast.  Att.  t.  i.  p.  9,76  et  286.  ^  Aristoph.  in  Acharn. 
V.  60.  Schol.  ibid.  Thucyd.  lib.  6,  c.  14.  liocr.  de  Pac.  t.  i. 
p.  368  ;  et  alii.  *  See  note  XIII.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
«  iEschin.  in  Timarch.  p.  277.  ^  Id.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  430  et  431. 
«  Demosth.  adv.  Androt.  p.  700.  Arg.  ejusd.  Orat.  "»  Hesych. 
in  BovX.        +  Eighteen  sols  (or  nine-pence.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


214  TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS. 

and  day^  considered  a^  unfortunate!'  It  is  the  duty^ 
of  th€  prytanes  to  connrene  it^  and  to  prepare  the  sub- 
jects of  deliberation.  As  it  represents  the  tribes^  itis 
m  its  ttnrn  represented*  l^  the  prytanes^  wbo^  con* 
stantly  collected  in  one  place^  are  always  at  band  to 
watch  over  such  dangers  as  may  threaten  the  republic^ 
and  to  give  timely  notice  to  the  senate. 

During  the  thirty-five  or  thirty-six  days  that  the 
ektsB  of  prytanes  are  in  offite^  the  people  assemble 
four  times  ;^  and  these  four  assentWes^  which  fiedl  on 
the  11th,  the  20th,  SOtb,  and  33d  days  of  the  pry- 
tany,  are  caUed  ordSmary  assemUies. 

On  the  first  of  these  days  they  confirm  or  remove 
the  magistrates  just  entered  into  office.'  The  garrisons 
and  fortresses  that  consiitote  the  security  of  the  state 
are  the  next  objects  of  consideration^'"  asweH  as  cer- 
tain pnbKc  informations ;  and  the  assembly  concludes 
by  pubfishing the  confiscationsof  property  ordered  by 
tJie  courts  of  justice."  On  the  second,  every  citizeii 
who  has  previously  deposited  on  the  altar  an  olive* 
branch  bound  with  a  sacred  fillet,  may  freely  dis- 
course on  aD  sdbjects  relatiTe  to  the  administratioa 
and  government.  The  third  is  set  apart  to  receive 
beralds  and  ambassadors  who  have  first  given  an 
account  of  their  mission/  or  presented  their  creden- 


*  Pet  Leg.  Att.  p.  193.  ^  Arkt  ap.  Harpocr.  h  Kvp/a. 
SigOA.  de  Rep.  Athea.lib.  %  c.  4.  Pott  Archaeology  Graec.  lib.  1. 
c.  17.  Pet.  Leg.  Att  p.  196.  '  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  95.  •  ArisU 
ap.  Harpocr.  ibid.  '^  Poll.  ibid.  **  Much,  de  Fals.  Leg.  p. 

397  et  402.     Demosth.  de  Fak.  Leg.  p.  296  et  298. 
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tials  to  the  senate.^    Tlie  fourlh  ig  impropriated  to 
relig^ious  matters^  such  as  festivals^  sacrifices^  &c. 

The  object  of  these  assemblies  being  knowii^  and 
their  discussions  frequently  uninteresting^  it  became 
necessary^  not  long  since^  to  drag  the  people  thither 
by  violence,  or  to  force  them  by  penalties  to  give  at- 
tendance.*'  But  they  are  more  assiduous  since  the 
governmenthas  adopted  the  measureof  granting  three 
oboli^  as  a  reward  for  their  appearance  ;^  and  as 
there  is  no  punishment  for  absence,  it  unavoidably 
happens  that  the  poorer  sort  attend  in  greater  num^ 
bers  than  the  rich ;  a  circumstance  very  consonant 
to  the  spirit  of  democracies." 

Besides  these  assemblies,  extraordinary  ones  are 
held  when  the  state  is  menaced  with  approaching 
danger.*  These  are  convoked  by  the  pryta»e&/  an^ 
more  frequently  by  the  commanders  qf  theti^Qops/  in 
the  name  and  with  the  permission  of  the  senate. 
When  circumstances  permit,  the  invitation  is  extended 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Attica.^ 

Women  cannot  be  present  at  the  public  assemUy, 
nor  have  men  that  right  till  they  have  passed  their 
twentieth  year.  This  privilege  is  forfeited  by  him 
who  is  stigmatised  with  infamy ;  and  a  stranger  who 
should  usiirp  it  is  punishable  by  death,  inasmuch  as  he 

P  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  96.  ^  Aristoph.  Acl^arn.  v.  22.  ^qh^]. 
ibid,  *  Nine  sols  (or  four-pence  halfpeui^y).  '  Aristoph.  ia 
Plut.  V.  830.  Id.  in  Eccles.  v.  292  et  308.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  ^05. 
•  Xenoph.  Memorab.  p.  775^,  Aristpt.  de  Rep.  lib.  4*  cap.  13.  t.  ii. 
p.  378.  *  >^ch.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  406.  Poll.  lib.  §.  cap.  9.  §  1 16. 
"  ^sch.  ibid.  p.  403  et  404.  ""  Dempstb.  de  C^r.  p.  47?t  484, 
et  500.         y  Hesych.  in  KdraicX. 
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is  deemed  to  have  usurped  the  sovereign  power/  or 
obtained  the  means  of  betraying  the  secrets  of  the 
state.* 

The  meeting  of  the  assembly  begins  very  early 
in  the  morning/  and  is  held  either  in  the  theatre  of 
Bacchus^  in  the  public  market^  or  in  a  spacious  place 
near  the  citadel,  named  the  Pnyx/  Six  thousand 
suffrages  are  requisite  to  give  the  force  of  law  to 
several  of  its  decrees/  It  is  not,  however,  at  all  times 
practicable  to  obtain  this  number;  and  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  Peloponnesian  war  it  was  found 
impossible  to  collect  more  than  five  thousand  citizens* 
in  the  general  assembly. 

The  chiefs  of  the  senate  on  important  occasions 
preside  at  the  assemblies,^  and  the  whole  senate  is 
presentattheminabody.  The  military  officers  have 
a  distinguished  place  assigned  them/  and  the  city 
guard,  composed  of  Scythians,  attends  to  maintain 
order.** 

When  every  one  is  seated,*  and  the  place  in  which  - 
the  assembly  meets  purified  by  the  blood  of  victims,*" 
a  herald  rises  up  and  repeats  a  form  of  invocation, 
which  is  pronounced  also  in  the  senate  as  often  as 
they  proceed  to  deliberation.'     With  these  prayers, 

*  Esprit  des  Lois,  liv.  2.  c.  2.  *  Liban.  declam.  28.  t.  i.  p. 

617.  *»  Aristoph.  in  Eccles.  v.  736.  *=  Sigon.  de  Rep.  Athen. 
lib.  2.  c.  4.  ^  Demosth.  in  Neaer.  p.  875.      Id.  in  Timocr.  p. 

780.  "^  Thucyd.  lib.  8.  c.  72.  '  Aristoph.  Schol.  in  Acharn. 
V.  60.  «  JEschin.  de  Fals.  Legat.  p.  408.  ^  Aristoph.  in 
Acharn.  v.  54.  Schol.  ibid.  *  Aristoph.  in  Equit.  v.  751. et 
782.  Id.  in  Eccles.  v.  165.  *  iEschin.  in  Timarch.  p.  263, 
Aristoph.  in  Acharn.  v.  43.  Schol.  ad  vers.  44.  i  *  Demosth.  de 
Fals.  Leg.  p.  304. 
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addressed  to  Heaven  for  the  prosperity  cf  the  state, 
are  intermingled  dreadful  imprecations  against  the 
orator  who  shall  have  received  presents  to  deceive  the 
people^,  the  senate,  or  the  tribunal  of  the  heliastae." 
The  subject  for  deliberation  is  next  proposed  to  the 
assembly/  which  is  generally  contained  in  a  prelimi- 
nary decree  of  the  senate,  and  is  read  with  a  loud 
voice.**    The  herald  then  proclaims :  ''  Let  every 
citizen,  who  can  give  useful  counsel  to  his  country, 
ascend  the  rostrum,  beginning  with  those  who  are 
more  than  fifty  years  of  age."  For  it  was  formerly  ne- 
cessary to  have  passed  that  age  to  be  permitted  to 
speak  first  on  any  subj  ect  under  deliberation ;  but  this 
regulation  is  now  neglected,""  as  well  as  many  others. 
Although  from  this  moment  every  man  present  is 
at  perfect  liberty  to  address  the  assembly,  yet  we 
rarely  see  any  other  than  the  state  orators  avail  them- 
selves of  this  privilege.    These  are  ten  citizens  distin- 
guished by  their  abilities,  and  especially  employed  to 
defend  the  interests  of  the  country  in  the  assemblies 
of  the  senate  and  the  people.^ 

When  the  question  is  sufficiently  discussed,  the 
proedri,  or  presidents  of  the  senate,  call  for  a  decision 
of  the  people  on  the  decree  that  is  proposed  to  them. 
Sometimes  they  give  their  sufirages  by  ballot,  but 


"  Demosth.  in  Aristocr.  p.  741.  Dicaearch.  in  Aristog.  p. 
107.  "  Demosth.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  299.  "  iEschin.  in  Tim. 
p.  264.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  428.  p  Aristot.  ap.  Schol.  Aristoph.  Vesp. 
V.  689.  iEsch.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  428.  Plut.  X.  Rh«?t.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p. 
850. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1^18  TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARStlS. 

eftener  by  hoiding  up  ef  hands ;  which  is  a  signal 
of  approbaion.  The  majority  of  suifltages  pace  as- 
certained^ and  the  decree  read  a  third  time  without 
opposition^he  presidents  dismiss  the  assembly^  wkich 
breaks  up  with  the  same  noise  and  tumult  as  have 
prevailed  through  the  whole  course  of  their  delibe- 
rations.* 

On  certain  occasions^  when  the  popular  leaders 
have  reason  to  dread  the  influence  of  powerful  men, 
they  have  recourse  to  a  method  occasionally  practised 
in  other  cities  of  Greece/  They  propose  voting  by 
tribes/  and  the  vote,  of  each  tribe  is  always  in  the 
power  of  the  poorer  sort,  who  are  more  numerous 
than  the  rich. 

By  these  various  modes  it  is  that  the  supreme 
authority,  which  resides  essentially  in  the  people, 
manifests  its  pleasure.  It  is  the  people  who  decide 
on  peace  and  war/  who  receive  ambassadors,  who 
confirm  or  abrogate  laws,  who  nominate  to  almost 
every  office,  impose  taxes,  grant  the  privileges  of  a 
citizen  to  foreigners,  and  decree  rewards  to  those  who 
have  rendered  service  to  their  country  .** 

The  senate  is  the  permanent  council  of  the  people. 
The  members  of  this  body  are  generally  persons  of 
knowledge  and  ability.  The  scrutiny  they  have  under- 


«  Aristoph.  Acharn.  v.  24v  Plat  de  Rep.,  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  492. 
'  ^neae  Poliorc.  Comment,  c.  11.  •Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  1. 
p.  449.  '  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c.  139.  Demosth.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p. 
296.    iEschin.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  404.  °  Thucyd.  Xenoph. 

Demosth.  &c.     Sigon.  de  Rep.  Athen.  lib.  2.  c.  4. 
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gone^  previous  ta  their  entrance  into  oflice^  proves  at 
least  that  their  conduct  has  been  thought  irreproach- 
able^ and  is  a  presRimption  in  feyour  of  the  rectitude 
of  their  intentions. 

The  people  can  enact  nothing  which  has  not  first 
met  with  the  approbation  of  the  senate.  It  is  to  the 
senate^  in  the  first  instance^  that  all  decrees*  relative 
to  the  administration  or  government  must  be  pre- 
sented by  the  chief  of  the  company^  or  one  of  the 
presidents.*  They  arc  then  discussed  by  the  public 
orators^  and  modifi^d^  accepted^  or  rejected^  by  a 
majority  of  votes^  in  a  body  of  five  hundred  citizens^ 
most  of  whom  having  fitted  the  highest  offices  of  the 
republic^  uni^e  information  to  experience. 

DecFee»i,  as  they  are  passed  by  them^  and  previ- 
ous to  thieir  being  confirmed  by  the  people,  remain  in 
force  during  the  existence  of  the  senate ;'  but  the 
ratification  of  the  people  can  alone  give  them  a 
ilurable  authority. 

Such  is  the^  institution  of  Solon/ whose  intention 
it  was  that  the  people  should  have  it  in  their  power 
to  do  nothing  without  the  senate,  and  that  their  pro- 
ceedings should  be  so  regfihted  as  to  produce  the 
greatest  possible  advantages  with  the  fewest  sources 
of  dissension.  But  to  effect  and  maintain  this  happy 
harmony,  it  would  have  been  expedient  to  invest  the 
Senate  with  the  means  of  overawing  the  people. 


*  See  note  XIV.  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  ^  Demosth.  in 
Leptin.  p.  54;  de  Cor.  p.  500;  in  Androt.  p.  699.  Liban.  Ar- 
gum.  in  eand.  Orat.  p.  696.  Pliit.  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  88.  Harpocr. 
in  UpofiovX.        »  Demosth.  in  Aristoer.  p.  740.     Ulpian.  p.  766. 
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But  as  this  body  changes  every  year^  and  its 
officers  every  day,  it  has  neither  time  nor  interest 
sufficient  to  retain  any  portion  of  authority ;  and  as, 
at  the  expiration  of  its  annual  functions,  it  has  honours 
and  favours  to  look  up  for  from  the  people/  it  is  re- 
duced to  consider  them  in  the  light  of  itsbenefectors^ 
and  consequently  its  masters.     There  is  in  truth  no 
real  subject  of  division  between  these  two  bodies;  but 
theinconveniences  resulting  fromtheir j  ealousy,  would 
be  less  dangerous  than  that  union  which  now  subsists 
between  them.     The  decrees  approved  by  the  senate 
are  not  only  rejected  in  the  assembly  of  the  people, 
but  we  every  day  see  private  individuals  substitute 
others  in  their  room,  which  are  eagerly  adopted  by  the 
multitude,  without  any  previous  knowledge  of  their 
tendency.    To  this  licentiousness,  the  presidents  op- 
pose their  right  of  terminating  all  disputes.     Some- 
times they  direct  the  people  to  deliberate  only  on  the 
decree  of  the  senate ;  sometimes  they  endeavour  to 
make  the  new  propositions  fall  to  the  ground,  by  re- 
fusing to  put  them  to  the  vote,  and  by  postponing  the 
discussion  to  the  next  assembly.     But  the  multitude 
almost  always  revolt  against  the  exercise  of  a  right 
that  prevents  them  from  deliberating,  or  thwarts  their 
views,  and  by  tumultuous  clamour  compel  the  leaders 
who  oppose  their  will  to  resign  their  places  to  other 
presidents,  who  instantly  gratify  them  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  liberty  of  which  they  are  so  jealous.* 


*  Demosth.  in  Androt.  p.  700.  *  Msch.  de  Fals.  Leg.  p. 

408.     Xen,  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  1.  p.  449. 
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Individuals  now  possess  an  influence  in  the  public 
deliberations  which  should  belong  only  to  the  senate.^ 
Some  of  these  are  Actions  persons  of  the  lowest  ex- 
traction, who  hurry  away  the  multitude  by  their  ef- 
frontery ;  others,  wealthy  citizens,  who  corrupt  them 
by  a  false  liberality.  But  those  who  have  the  most 
weight  are  men  of  eloquence,  who  laying  aside  every 
other  occupation,  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  state. 

These  generally  make  their  first  essays  in  the 
courts  of  justice;  and  after  they  have  there  distin- 
guished themselves  by  their  oratory,  they,  under  pre^ 
text  of  serving  their  country,  but  more  frequently  to 
promote  their  ambitious  views,  enter  into  anoblertrack, 
and  undertake  the  arduous  task  of  inssructinff  the 
senate,  and  guiding  the  people.  Their  profession,  to 
which  they  dedicate  themselves  at  an  early  period  of 
life,*'  requires,  with  the  sacrifice  of  their  liberty,  pro- 
found knowledge  and  exalted  genius.  For  it  is  not 
sufficient  for  an  orator  to  be  minutely  acquainted  with 
theliistory,  the  laws,  the  necessities,  and  forces  of  the 
republic,  and  the  relative  situation  of  the  neighbouring 
and  remote  powers  ;^  to  follow  with  a  steadfast  eye 
those  rapid  or  more  tardy  efforts  that  all  states  are 
perpetually  making  against  each  other,  and  those  al- 
most imperceptible  motions  which  are  internally  work- 
ing their  destruction ;  to  avoid  alarming  the  jealousy 
of  the  feeble  and  allied  nations,  and  to  disconcert  the 

*  Demosth.  Olynth.  3.  p.  39.  Id.  de  Ord.  Rep.  p.  126.  Aris- 
tot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  c.  4.  p.  369.  '^  Machio,  Epist.  12.  p.  213. 
*  Aristot.  Rhetor,  lib.  1.  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  520;  ibid.  c.  8. 
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mels^ures  of  the  powerful  and  hostile ;  to  discriminate^ 
in  fine^  the  real  interests  of  the  country  amidst  a  mul- 
titude of  combinations  and  connections :  he  must  ako 
be  able  to  enforce  on  the  public  mind  those  gresd 
truths^  with  the  importance  of  which  he  is  himsdf 
sensibly  impressed ;  he  must  learn  to  be  moved  nei- 
ther by  the  menaces  nor  the  applauses  of  the  people; 
to  brave  the  hatred  of  the-rich  by  subjecting  them  to 
heavy  imposts,  that  of  the  multitude  by  forcing  them 
from  their  pleasure  or  repose,  and  that  of  the  other 
orators  by  detecting  and  discovering  their  intrigues ; 
he  must  be  prepared  to  be  responsible  alike  for  events 
which  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  prevent,  and  for 
those  which  it  was  impossible  to  foresee ;""  to  be  die 
victim,  by  his  disgrace,  of  projects  that  have  proved 
abortive,  and  sometimes  even  of  those  which  have 
been  justified  by  success ;  to  appear  full  of  confidence 
in  the  hour  of  imminent  danger  and  universal  terror^ 
and  by  prompt  expedients  to  re-animate  declining 
hope ;  to  fly  to  the  neighbouring  states,  and  with 
them  form  powerful  leagues ;  to  enkindle  an  ardent 
thirst  for  war  by  the  enthusiasm  of  liberty ;  and,  after 
performing  the  duties  of  the  statesman,  the  orator,  and 
ambassador,  to  repair  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  sefd 
w^ith  his  blood  the  advice  ihe  has  given  to  the  people 
from  the  rostrum. 

Such  is  the  lot  of  those  ivho  are  at  the  head  of  the 
government.  The  laws,  foreseeing  theempire  that 
men  at  once  so  useful  and  so  dangerous  may  assume 

^  Demosth.  de  Cor.  p.  513. 
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over  the  minds  of  the  pe<^le,  have  ordained  that  their 
abilities  should  not  be  called  into  exertion  till  ample 
testimony  can  be  borne  to  their  moral  conduct.  They 
exclude  from  the  rostmtm^  the  man  who  shall  be 
proved  to  have  struck  his  parents,  or  who  has  denied 
them  the  means  of  subsistence ;  for  how  can  he  fed 
the  love  of  his  country,  whose  heart  is  shut  to  <he 
sentiments  of  nature  ?  They  exclude  the  citizen  wko 
has  dissipated  the  inheritance  of  his  father,  since  he 
would  lavish  the  treasures  of  the  state  with  still  greata^ 
unconcern :  the  man  also  who  has  no  legitimate  off- 
spring/  or  possesses  no  property  in  Attica ;  for  with- 
out these  ties,  his  attachment  to  the  republic  can  be 
at  best  but  vague  and  doubtful,  since  it  is  not  strength-* 
ened  by  private  interest :  whoever  likewise  has  refused 
to  take  arms  at  the  command  of  the  general,''  aban- 
doned his  shield  in  battle,  or  addicted  himself  to 
shameful. pleasures,  is  not  permitted  to  speak  in  the 
assembly,  because  cowardice  and  corruption,  almost 
inseparable  companions,  would  expose  his  mind  to 
every  species  of  treachery :  besides  that  no  man  who 
is  unable  either  to  defend  his  country  by  his  valour,  or 
edify  it  by  his  example,  can  be  worthy  to  instruct  it 
by  his  counsel. 

The  orator  then  must  ascend  the  rostrum  with  the 
consciousness  and  authority  of  an  irreproachable  pri- 
vate life.  It  is  to  be  observed  likewise,  that  formerly 
those  who  spoke  inpublicaccompaniedtheirharangues 


'  iEschiD.  adv.  Timarch.  p.  264.  ^  Din.  adv.  Demosth.  in 

Oper.  Demosth.  .p.  182.        ^  ^schin.  adv.  Timarch.  p.  364. 
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only  with  a  noble^  sedate^  and  artless  action^  simple 
as  the  virtues  which  they  practised^  and  the  truths  it 
was  their  object  to  declare ;  nor  is  it  yet  forgotten 
thai  Themistocles,  Aristides^  and  Pericles,  almost 
mdtionless  on  the  tribunal,  and  with  their  hands  con- 
cealed in  their  mantles/  derived  as  much  weight  fronr 
the  gravity  of  their  demeanour  as  from  the  powers 
of  their  eloquence. 

Far  from  imitating  these  examples,  the  modern 
orators  in  general  exhibit  in  their  features,  their  ex- 
clamations, their  gestures,  and  their  garments,^  no- 
thing but  an  extravagant  and  indecent  agitation. 

This,  however,  is  but  a  trifling  symptom  of  the 
infamy  of  their  general  conduct.  Some  sell  their 
talents  and  their  honour  to  powers  at  enmity  with 
Athens ;  others  have  wealthy  citizens  at  their  com- 
mand, who,  by  a  transient  servility,  hope  to  attain  the 
highest  offices ;  while  all,  waging  with  each  other  a 
perpetual  war  of  reputation  and  of  interest,  aspire  to 
the  glory  and  emolument  of  governing  the  most  en- 
lightened people  of  Greece  and  of  the  world. 

Hence  those  cabals  and  divisions  which  are  inces- 
santly fermenting  in  the  heart  of  the  republic,  and 
breaking  out  with  violence  in  the  tumultuous  assem- 
blies :  for  the  people,  so  servile  in  their  obedience, 
so  terrible  when  they  obtain  the  sway,  carry  thi- 
ther, with  their  natural  licentiousness  of  manners^ 
that  abhorrence  of  restraint  which  they  deem  a  pre- 
cious portion  of  their  sovereignty.     There  all  their 

*  iEschin.  inTimarch.  p.  264.  ^  Plut  in.  Nic.  t.  i,  p.  528. 
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passions  are  extreme,  and  their  excesses  passed  over 
with  impunity.  Thither  the  orators  repair,  like  so 
many  chiefs  of  parties,  now  seconded  by  military 
officers  whose  protection  they  have  secured,  and  now 
attended  by  factious  adherents  whose  fury  they  can 
moderate  at  pleasure.  No  sooner  do  they  make  their 
appearance  in  the  lists,  than  they  commence  the 
attack  by  insults  *  which  animate  the  multitude,  or  by 
strokes  of  pleasantry  which  transport  them  beyond 
themselves.  Presently  the  clamours,  the  applauses, 
the  bursts  of  laughter,"  that  arise  from  all  sides^ 
stifle  the  voice  of  the  senators  who  preside  at  the 
assembly,  of  the  guards  stationed  on  every  side  to 
maintain  order,"  nay  even  of  the  orator,**  who  sees  his 
decree  defeated  by  the  same  paltry  artifices  that  so 
often  cause  the  failure  of  a  dramatic  piece  at  the 
theatre  of  Bacchus. 

In  vain  has  a  remedy  been  for  some  time  past 
attempted,  by  ordering  one  of  the  ten  tribes,  drawn 
by  lot  at  each  assembly,  to  take  their  stations  around 
the  rostrum  to  prevent  confusion,  and  fly  to  the 
succour  of  the  violated  laws  :*•  they  are  themselves 
hurried  along  by  the  torrent  which  they  are  endea- 
vouring to  stem;  and  the  futility  of  their  assistance 
serves  only  to  evince  the  magnitude,  of  an  evil,  per- 


'  Aristoph.  in  Eccles.  p.  142.  ^schin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  428. 
""  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  492.  Demosth.  de  Fals.  Legat, 
p.  297  et  310.  "  Aristoph.  in  Acharn.  v.  54.     Schol.  ibid. 

*  Aristoph.  ibid.  v.  37.     Demosth.  de  Fals.  Legat.  p.  300  et  310. 
^  Mschm.  in  Tim.  j).  265 ;  in  Ctesiph.  p.  428. 
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petuated  not  only  by  the  nature  of  the  government^ 
but  still  more  by  the  character  of  the  Athenians. 

In  fact^  that  people^  highly  susceptible  as  they  are 
of  lively  and  transient  sensations^  stand  distinguished 
beyond  all  other  nations^  for  uniting  the  most  dis- 
cordant qualities^  and  such  as  may  more  easily  be 
abused  to  mislead  them. 

History  represents  them  to  us^  sometimes  as  an 
old  dotard  who  may  be  deceived  with  impunity,**  or 
as  an  infant  who  requires  continual  amusement ;  ami 
sometimes  as  displaying  the  discernment  and  senti- 
ments of  elevated  minds ;  as  passionately  fond  of 
pleasure  and  of  liberty,  of  indolence  and  of  glory;  as 
intoxicated  with  flattery,  yet  receiving*merited  re- 
proach with  applause ;'  as  possessing  sufficient  pene- 
tration to  comprehend  at  a  word  the  plans  proposed 
to  them/  but  too  impatient  to  listen  to  the  particu- 
lars, or  to  foresee  their  consequences ;  as  making . 
their  magistrates  tremble  before  them,  and  at  the  very 
moment  pardoning  their  most  bitter  enemies;  as 
passing,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  from  rage  to 
compassion,  from  despondence  to  insolence,  from  in- 
justice to  repentance ;  as  fickle  beyond  conception ; 
and  so  irivolous^^  that  in  the  most  serious^  nay  the 
most  desperate  situation  of  affairs,  a  single  word 
spoken  at  random,  a  happy  sally  of  pleasantry,  the 
smallest  object,  the  most  trivial  incident,  provided  it 

"i  Aristoph.  Equit.  ▼.  710,  749,  &c.  '  Plut.  Pr»c.  Ger.  Reip. 
t.  ii.  p.  799.  ■  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  c.  38.  '  Plin.  lib.  36.  c.  10. 
t.  ii.  p.  693.    Corn.  Nep.  in  Timoth.  c.  3. 
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be  uniSTpectcd^  is  sufficient  to  dispd  their  fears^  or  to 
divert  them  from  their  most  important  interests. 

Thus  was  it  that  the  whole  assembly  was  once 
seen  to  rise  and  run  after  a  little  bird  that  Alcibiades, 
when  young,  and  speaking  for  the  first  time  in  public, 
had  inadvertently  suffered  to  escape  from  his  bosom. « 

Thiis  also  it  was  that,  about  the  same  time^  the 
orator  Cleon,  who  was  become  the  idol  of  the  Athe- 
nians, without  possessing  any  portion  of  their  esteem, 
sported  with  the  popular  favour  with  impunity.  The 
people  were  assembled,  and  waiting  for  him  with 
impatience,  when  he  at  length  appeared  to  request 
them  to  defer  the  deliberation  to  another  day,  be- 
cause, expecting  some  foreigners  of  his  acquaintance 
to  dine  with  him,  he  had  not  leisure  to  employ  him- 
self about  state  affairs.  The  assembly  immediately 
rose,  gave  him  loud  plaudits,  and  the  influence  of  the 
orator  was  but  increased  by  this  extraordinary  be- 
haviour.* 

I  saw  them  myself  one  day  extremely  uneasy  at 
s(Hne  hostilities  that  had  lately  been  committed  by 
Philip,  and  that  threatened  an  immediate  rupture. 
At  the  moment  when  their  minds  were  in  the  greatest 
agitation,  a  very  little  and  deformed  man  stood  up  to 
speak .  This  was  Leon,  ambassador  from  Byzantium, 
who,  though  his  personal  appearance  was  of  the  most 
unfavourable  kind,  possessed  much  of  that  wit  and 
presence  of  mind  90  highly  pleasing  to  the  Athenians. 

»  Plut.  io  Alcib.  t  i.  p.  1 96.  Id.  PraBcept.  Qer.  Reip.  t.  ii.  p.  799. 
*  Plut.  in  Nic.  t.  i.  p.  527.     Id.  PraBcept.  Ger.  Reip.  ibid. 
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At  sight  of  him,  they  burst  into  such  violent  fits  of 
laughter,  that  Leon  could  scarcely  obtain  a  moment's 
silence.  At  length  he  said :  ^^  What  would  you  say 
then  did  you  but  see  my  wife?  She  hardly  reaches  to 
my  knees.  Yet,  little  as  we  are,  when  we  disagree, 
the  city  of  Byzantium  is  not  large  enough  to  hold  us/' 
This  pleasantry  was  so  successful,  that  the  Athenians 
immediately  granted  the  succours  he  came  to  so- 
licit.^ 

In  a  word,  they  have  been  known,  after  expressing 
the  utmost  indignation  at  some  intercepted  letters  of 
Philip,  which  they  ordered  to  be  read  before  them, 
to  pay,  notwithstanding,  so  great  a  respect  to  the 
letters  written  by  that  prince  to  his  queen,  as  to  order 
them  to  be  sent  to  her  unopened.' 

As  nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  understand  and 
to  inflame  the  passions  and  tastes  of  such  a  people,  it 
is  also  extremely  easy  to  acquire  their  confidence,  nor 
is  it  less  to  lose  it ;  but,  whilst  in  favour,   there  i» 
nothing  which  the  popular  leader  may  not  say  or  un- 
dertake, and  he  may  persuade  them  to  adopt  good  or 
evil  measures  with  an  equal  degree  of  ardour.  When 
guided  by  firm  and  virtuous  men,  they  bestowed  the 
offices  of  the  magistracy,  embassies,  and  the  command  - 
of  armies,  only  on  great  abilities  united  with  virtue. 
In  our  days,  they  have  frequently  made  a  choice  at 
which  they  should  have  blushed  f  but  it  is  the  fault  of 
the  flatterers  who  direct  them,  flatterers  as  dangerous 

y  Plut.  Praecept.  Ger.  Reip.  t.  ii.  p.  804.  *  U.  ibid.  p.  799. 

*-  Eupol.  ap.  Stob.  p.  239. 
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as  those  of  tyrants^t>  and  who^  like  them^  blush  only 
when  disgraced. 

The  senate  being  dependent  on  the  people,  and 
the  people  abandoning  themselves  without  reserve* 
to  their  favourite  orators,  by  whom  they  are  misled, 
if  any  thing  can  preserve  the  democracy,  it  must  be 
private  enmities,^  it  must  be  the  facility  of  prosecuting 
an  orator  who  makes  an  improper  use  of  his  influence. 
In  this  case  he  is  accused  of  transgressing  the  laws; 
and  as  the  charge  may  be  relative  either  to  his  per- 
son, or  the  nature  of  the  decree  that  he  has  proposed/ 
hence  arise  two  kinds  of  accusation  to  which  he  is 
perpetually  liable. 

The  object  of  the  first  is  to  stigmatize  him  in  the 
eyes  of  his  fellow-citizens.  If  he  has  received  presents 
to  betray  his  country,  if  his  private  conduct  be  found 
sullied  with  any  mark  of  infamy,  and  especially  with 
those  crimes  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and 
from  which  his  public  functions  require  him  to  be 
exempt,  every  individual  is  then  permitted  to  com- 
mence a  prosecution  against  him.  This  prosecution, 
which  assumes  different  names,according  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence,^is  commen ced  before  a  magistrate,  who 
takes  cognizance,  in  the  first  instance,  of  the  delin- 
quency in  question.  When  the  fault  is  trivial,  he 
sentences  him  to  a  trifling  penalty  f  when  more  im- 


^  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  cap.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  369.  ^  Demosth. 

Olynth.  3.  p.  39.  Id.  de  Ord.  Rep.  p.  126.  Id.  in  Lept.  p.  541. 
^  -^chin.  in  Tim.- p.  260.  Melanth.  ap.  Plut.  de  Aud.  Poet.  t.  ii. 
p.  20.  ^  Isaeus  ap.  Harpocr.  in  piiTop.  ypa^.  -       '  Harpocr.  el 

Suid.  in  ^Vrirop  ypa^.         ^  Poll.  lib.  8.  c  6.  p.  885. 
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portant,  he  refers  the  case  to  a  superior  tribunal  ; 
and  if  the  crime  be  proved,  the  accused,  among 
other  punishments,  undergoes  that  of  never  more 
ascending  the  rostrum. 

Nor  have  orators,  whose  circumspect  conduct 
shelters  them  from  this  first  species  of  accusation,  less 
to  apprehend  on  that  account  from  the  second,  which 
is  termed  an  accusation  on  account  of  illegality  .'^ 

Amidst  the  multitude  of  decrees  which  we  see 
from  time  to  time  enacted  with  the  sanction  of  the 
senate  and  the  people,  some  there  are  in  manifest 
contradiction  to  the  welfare  of  the  state,  and  which  it 
is  important  not  to  suffer  to  subsist.  But  as  they 
were  the  acts  of  the  legislative  power,  it  should  seem 
that  no  authority,  no  tribunal,  is  competent  to  annul 
them.  The  people  themselves  should  not  attempt  it, 
lest  the  orators  who  have  already  tak^n  them  by 
surprise,*  should  again  mislead  them.  What  re- 
source then  shall  there  be  for  the  republic  ?  A  law, 
singular  indeed  at  first  sight,  but  admirable  in  its 
nature,  and  so  essential  as  to  render  it  impossible 
either  to  suppress  or  to  neglect  it,  without  destroy- 
ing the  democracy  ;^  I  mean,  the  law  that  autho- 
rizes the  very  lowest  citizen  to  appeal  fnmi  a  judg- 
ment of  the  whole  people,  whenever  he  is  able  to 
demonstrate  that  the  new  decree  is  contrary  to  the 
laws  already  established. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  is  the  invisible  sovereign, 

^  Hume,  Political  Discourses,  disc.  9.  ▼.  ii.  p.  %  '  JEschin. 
in  Ctes.  p.  448.     Demosth.  in  Leptin.  p.  541.  ^Demoslh.  in 

Timocr.  p.  797.    JEech.  in  Ctes.  p.  428  et  459. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OP  ANACIIARSIS.  23t 

it  is  the  laws  which  loudly  protest  against  the  na<* 
tional  judgment  that  has  violated  them;  it  is  in  the 
name  of  the  laws  that  the  accusation  is  brought  for- 
ward; it  is  before  the  tribunal^  which  is  the  chief 
depositary  and  avenger  of  the  laws^  that  it  is  prose- 
cuted; and  the  judges^  by  setting  aside  the  decree^ 
only  pronounce  that  the  authority  of  the  people  has 
happened  unintentionally  to  clash  with  that  of  the 
laws ;  or  rather^  they  maintain  the  ancient  and  per- 
manent decisions  of  the  people  against  their  present 
and  transient  inclinations. 

This  remonstrance  of  the  laws  having  suspended 
the  power  which  the  people  had  given  to  their  decree, 
and  it  being  impracticable  to  proceed  judicially 
against  the  people^  an  action  can  only  be  brought 
against  the  orator  who  proposed  the  obnoxious  de- 
cree, and  accordingly  it  is  against  him  that  the  accu- 
sation for  illegality  is  brought.  And  it  is  laid  down 
as  a  principle,  that  since  he  has  voluntarily  interfered 
in  the  administration,  he  has  exposed  himself  to  the 
alternative  of  honour  when  he  succeeds^  and  of 
punishment  when  his  projects  prove  abortive.^ 

The  cause  is  first  discussed  either  before  the  first 
or  before  the  last  six  of  the  archons.'"  The  prelimi- 
nary proceedings  gone  through,  it  is  removed  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  heliastae,  generally  composed  of  five 
hundred,  and  sometimes  of  a  thousand,  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred, or  two 'thousand  judges.  It  lies  with  the  same 

*  Demosth.  de  Pais.  Leg.  p.  309.  *  Demosth.  de  Cor. 

p.  481.     Id.  ia  Leptin.  p.  555. 
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magistrates  to  determine^  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  offence,  the  number  they  would  choose  to  have 
forjudges,  which  they  have  sometimes  increased  to 
six  thousand.*" 

The  decree  may  be  attacked  when  it  has  only 
passed  the  senate,  or  the  accuser  may  wait  till  it  is 
confirmed  by  the  people.  But,  whichever  of  these 
measures  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  adopt,  the 
action  must  be  brought  within  the  year,  to  subject 
the  orator  to  punishment.  That  period  once  ex- 
pired, he  is  no  longer  responsible  for  his  decree. 

After  the  prosecutor  has  adduced  his  arguments 
for  annulling  the  decree,  and  the  accused  has  finish- 
ed his  defence,  the  question  is  put  to  the  vote."*  If  the 
former  does  not  obtain  the  fifth  part  of  the  suffrages, 
he  is  obliged  to  pay  five  hundred  drachmas  to  the 
public  treasury ,***  and  there  is  an  end  to  the  affair. 
If  the  decision  be  unfavourable  to  the  latter,  he  may 
still  petition  for  a  mitigation  of  the  penalty ;  but  he 
seldom  escapes  banishment,  interdiction,  or  heavy 
pecuniary  fines.  Here,  as  in  some  other  causes  of  a 
different  nature,  the  intervals  for  the  pleadings  and 
the  judgment  are  divided  into  three  sittings;  the  one 
for  the  person  who  prosecutes,  the  other  for  the  ac- 
cused to  make  his  defence,  and  the  third,  when  it 
takes  place,  to  decide  on  the  punishment."! 

Not  an  orator  but  shudders  at  this  accusation ;  not 

"  Andoc.  de  Myst.  p.  3.  *»  uEschin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  460.  p  De- 
mosth.  de  Cor.  p.  489  et  490.  iEschin.  de  Fals.  Legat.  p.  397. 
*  450  livres  (or  18/.  15s.  sterling).  *»  iEschin.  de  Fals.  Leg. 

p.  397. 
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a  mancBuyre  but  he  puts  in  practice  to  ward  off  its 
consequences.  Prayers,  tears,  negligence  of  dress, 
the  protection  of  military  oflScers/  all  the  artifices  of 
eloquence,  all  the  stratagems  of  policy,  are  made  use 
of  by  the  accused  and  his  friends. 

These  means  are  often  but  too  successful ;  and 
we  have  seen  the  orator  Aristophon  boast  of  having 
been  the  object  of  no  less  than  seventy-five  accusa- 
tions of  this  kind,  and  of  having  always  escaped 
triumphant'  Nevertheless,  as  every  orator  procures 
several  decrees  to  be  passed  during  his  administra- 
tion ;  as  it  is  essential  for  him  to  multiply  them,  in 
order  to  maintain  his  authority;  as  he  is  surrounded 
by  enemies  rendered  quick-sighted  by  jealousy;  as 
it  is  easy,  by  remote  deductions,  or  forced  interpre- 
tations, to  discover  some  contrariety  between  his 
opinions,  his  conduct,  and  the  numerous  laws  that 
are  in  force,  it  is  almost  impossible  but  that  he  must, 
sooner  or  later,  fall  a  victim  to  the  accusations 
from  which  he  is  incessantly  in  danger. 

I  have  said  that  the  laws  of  Athens  are  numerous. 
Besides  those  of  Draco,  which  still  in  part  subsist,* 
besides  those  of  Solon,  which  form  the  basis  of  the 
civil  code,  many  others  have  been  introduced,  either 
originating  in  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  or 
which  have  been  adopted  through  the  influence  of 
orators.* 

In  every  government  it  should  be  difficult  to  re- 

'  JEschin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  428.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  459.         '  De- 

mosth.  ia   Ererg.  p.   106S.    Andoc.  de  Myst.  part  2.  p.  H. 
*^  Demosth.  in  Leptin.  p.  554. 
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peal  an  ancient  law^  and  to  establish  a  new  one  in  its 
place ;  and  this  difficulty  should  be  still  greater  with 
a  people  who^  at  once  subjects  and  sovereigns^  are 
always  tempted  to  lighten  or  shake  off  the  yoke  they 
have  imposed  upon  themselves.  Solon  had  so  bound 
up  the  hands  of  the  legislative  power^  as  to  disable  it 
from  touching  the  foundations  of  his  legislation^  ex- 
cept with  the  most  extreme  precaution. 

An  individual  who  proposes  to  abrogate  an  old 
law,  must  at  the  same  time  be  ready  to  substitute 
another.''  Both  of  these  he  presents  to  the  senate/ 
which,  after  maturely  weighing  them,  either  disap- 
proves the  intended  change^  or  commands  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  an  account  of  it  before  the  people  in 
the  general  assembly,  whose  business  it  is,  among 
other  things,  to  examine  and  revise  the  laws  in  force." 
This  is  the  assembly  held  on  the  Ilth  day  of  the 
first  month  of  the  year.*  If  it  appears  expedient  that 
the  law  should  actually  be  repealed,  the  prytanes 
refer  the  matter  to  the  next  assembly,  which  is  usually 
held  nineteen  days  after ;  and  five  orators  are  pre- 
viously nominated,  who  are  appointed  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  the  law  propose^d  to  be  abrogated.  In 
the  interval,  this  law,  as  well  as  that  to  be  offered  in 
its  place,  is  daily  affixed  to  certain  statues,  and  ex- 
posed to  every  eye,**  so  that  each  citizen  may  com- 
pare at  his  leisure  the  advantages  and  inconveniences 

*  Demosth.  in  Leptin.  p.  654 ;  et  in  Timocr.  p.  778.  ^  Id. 

in  Timocr.  p.  781 .  *  Demosth.  in  Timocr,  p.  776.  *  Ulpian. 
in  Tim.  p.  8!  U  *  Demosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  776. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  ANACHAR8I8.  335 

of  both .  These  become  the  topieof ^conversation  in  all 
companies ;  and  thus  the  public  opinion  is  gradaally 
fcwrmed,  and  openly  manifests  itself  at  the  appointed 
assembly.  Still,  however,  nothing  can  be  finally 
decided.  Commifusiotiers  are  named,  sometimes  to 
the  number  of  a  thousand  and  one,  to  whom  they 
give  the  name  of  legislators,  and  who  must  all  have 
sat  among  the  heliastss.''  These  form  a  tribunal, 
before  which  appear  both  the  person  who  attacks  and 
those  who  defend  the  ancient  law.  The  Commis- 
sioners have  the  power  to  abrogate  it,  without  again 
returning  to  the  people.  They  next  examine  whether 
the  new  law  be  adapted  to  circumstances  equally  be* 
neficial  to  all  the  citizens,  and  conformable  to  the 
oUier  laws:  these  preliminaries  settled,  they  eith^ 
confirm  it  <hem»elv€s,  or  present  it  to  the  people, 
whoaffix  to  it  the  seal  of  authority  by  their  suffrages. 
The  orator  who  has  occasioned  this  alteration  is  liaUe 
to  a  prosecution,  riot  for  having  procured  the  rqieal 
of  an  obsolete  or  useless  law>  but  for  introducing 
another  which  may  eventually  prove  detrimental. 

All  new  laws  must  be  propounded  and  discussed 
in  the  same  manner^  Yet  notwithstanding  the  for- 
malities I  have  mentioned,  notwithstanding  the  obli- 
gation imposed  on  certain  magistrates  to  make  every 
year  an  exact  revisal  of  the  laws,  so  great  a  number 
of  contradictory  and  obscure  ones  have  insoisibly 
crept  into  the  code,  that  the  Athenians  have  lately 
been  under  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  special 

*  DemosA.  in  Timocr.  p.  776  e^  777.     Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  101. 
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commission  to  make  a  proper  selection ;  bnt  their 
labour  has  hitherto  been  fruitless."^ 

It  is  a  great  advantage  that  the  nature  of  their 
democracy  has  rendered  delays  and  inquiries  neces- 
sary in  matters  of  legislation  :  but  it  is  often  a  great 
misfortune  that  they  are  no  less  unavoidable  on  oc- 
casions that  call  for  celerity  and  dispatch.     In  a 
monarchy^,  a  single  moment  suffices  to  promulgate 
and  carry  into  execution  the  will  of  the  sovereign/ 
Here  the  senate  must  be  first  consulted ;  the  assem- 
bly of  the  people  be  convoked;  and  they  must  have 
time  to  be  informed,  to  deliberate,  to  decide.     The 
execution  of  their  determinations  is  subject  to  still 
more  impediments.     All  these  obstacles  so  greatly 
retard  the  progress  of  affairs,  that  the  people  are 
sometimes  obliged  to  refer  their  decision  to  the  se- 
nate :'  but  it  is  with  regret  they  submit  to  make  this 
sacrifice,  dreading  the  revival  of  a  faction  composed 
of  the  partisans  of  the  aristocracy,^  a  faction  which 
formerly  stripped  them  of  their  authority.     At  pre- 
sent this  party  is  in  a  state  of  depression  :  but  that 
circumstance  would  render  them  only  the  more 
ardent  in  their  exertions  to  destroy  a  power  by 
which  they  are  kept  down   and  humbled.     The 
people  hate  them  the  more,  as  they  make  no  dis- 
tinction between  their  power  and  the  tyranny  of  a 
single  person. 
Hitherto  we  have  considered  the  senate  and  the 

^  JEschin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  433.     Demosth.  in  Leptin.  p.    554. 
*  Demosth.   de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  321.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  317. 

»l80cr.  de  Pac.  t.  i.  p.  387  et  427.      Theoph.  Cbaract.   c.  26. 
Casaub.  ib.     Cofd.  Nep.  in  Phoc.  c.  3. 
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people  as  solely  occujned  with  the  great  object  of 
government:  they  should  be  regarded  likewise,  in 
some  measure,  as  two  courts  of  justice,  in  which  cer^ 
tain  offences  are  prosecuted  ;^  and  what  will  appear 
extraordinary  is,  that  excepting  some  triflingpecuni- 
ary  fines  which  the  senate  are  empowered  to  impose,' 
other  causes,  after  undergoing  the  judgment  of  the 
senate,  of  the  people,  or  of  both,  one  after  the  other, 
are,  or  are  liable  to  be,  removed  to  a  tribunal  that 
determines  in  the  last  resort.^  I  have  known  a  citi- 
zen, accused  of  embezzling  the  public  money,  first 
condemned  by  the  senate,  then  by  the  suffrages  of 
the  people,  which  were  in  suspense  for  a  whole  day, 
and  finally  by  two  tribunals,  forming  together  the 
number  of  a  thousand  and  one  judges.' 

It  has  been  thought  with  reason,  that  the  execu- 
tive power,  distinguished  from  the  legislative,  should 
never  be  converted  into  a  vile  instrument  of  the  latter. 
But  I  am  compelled  to  own,  that  in  times  of  trouble 
and  corruption,  so  wise  a  law  has  more  than  once 
been  violated ;  and  that  orators  have  occasionally  in- 
duced the  people  whom  they  governed  to  keep  back 
certain  causes,  in  order  to  prevent  some  individuals, 
whom  they  had  devoted  to  destruction,  from  obtain- 
ing relief  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice.*" 

^  Andoc .  de  Myst.  part  1.  p.  2.  *  Demosth.  in  Everg. 

p.  1058.  ^  Aristoph.  in  Vesp.  v.  588.  Demosth.  ibid.  Liban. 
Argum.  in  Qrat.  Demosth.  adv.  Mid.  p.  601 .  \  Demosth.  in 

Timocr,  p.  774.  ♦  In  support  of  this  fact,  T  have  cited 

Aristotle,  who,  from  motives  of  prudence,  does  not  name  the  re-^ 
public  of  Athens ;  but.  it  is  evident  that  he  alludes  to  it  in  this 
passage.  ""Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  1.  p    449.     Aristot.  de 

Rep.  lib.  4.  c.  4.  p.  369. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Of  the  Magistrates  of  Athens, 

In  that  violent  conflict  between  passions  and  duties^ 
which  must  infiJIibly  arise  wherever  there  are  men^ 
and  still  more  where  these  men  are  free,  and  think 
themselves  independent,  it  is  necessary  that  an  au- 
thority continually  armed  to  repress  and  punish  licen- 
tiousness, should  with  unceasing  vigilance  watch  over 
and  prevent  its  progress ;  and  as  a  single  authority 
cannot  always  immediately  act,  it  also  becomes  ne- 
cessary^ by  the  institution  of  several  magistrates,  ta 
render  this  power  at  once  formidable  and  omnipre- 
sent. 

The  people  assemble  on  the  four  last  days  of  the 
year,  to  nominate  to  the  different  offices  of  the  magis- 
tracy ;"  and  though,  by  the  laws  of  Aristides*'  they 
may  confer  these  offices  on  the  lowest  of  the  Athe- 
nians, they  very  rarely  grant  those  which  may  affect 
the  safety  of  the  state  to  any  but  the  most  distin- 
guished citizens.^  Their  will  is  declared  either  by 
the  way  of  suffrage,  or  by  lot."* 

■*  .^chin.  in  Ctes.  p.  499.  Suid.  in  *Apxa^<  Liban.  in  Arguro. 
Orat.  Demosth.  adv.  Androt.  p.  697.  •  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  c.  37. 

Plut.  in  Arstid.  p.  332.  *  Xen.  de  Rep.  Atben.  p.  691.  Plut. 
in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  745.  ">  Demosth.  in  Aristog.p.  832.  iESchin. 
in  Ctes.  p.  432.  Sigon.  de  Rep.  Athen.  lib.  4.  c.  1.  Potter* 
Archaeolog.  lib.  1.  c.  11. 
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The  places  then  disposed  of  are  very  numerous. 
The  persons  who  are  appointed  to  them  must  under;^ 
an  examination  before  the  tribunal  of  the  heliastss;' 
and,  as  if  this  probation  were  insufficient,  the  people 
are  asked,  at  the  first  monthly  assembly,  or  prytany, 
whether  they  have  any  complaints  to  allege  against 
their  magistrates  ?'  On  the  slightest  accusation,  the 
chiefs  of  the  assembly  proceed  to  put  the  matter  to 
the  vote  :  and  if  the  question  be  decided  against  the 
accused  magistrate,  he  is  removed,  from  office,  and 
brought  before  a  court  of  justice,  the  determination 
of  wliich  is  final/ 

The  first  and  most  important  of  these  magistracies 
is  that  of  the  archons,  composed  of  nine  of  the  prin- 
cipal citizens,  invested  not  only  with  the  supertn* 
tendence  of  the  police,  but  empowered  to  receive,  in 
the  first  instance,  all  public  informations,  and  the 
complaints  of  oppressed  citizens. 

Their  nomination  must  be  preceded,  or  immedi- 
ately followed,  by  two  examinations  ;  one  before  the 
senate,  the  other  before  the  tribunal  of  the  helias.tae.'' 
Among  other  conditions,'  it  is  requisite  that  they 
should  be  the  children  and  grand- children  of  citizens ; 
that  they  always  should  have  paid  a  proper  veneration 
to  their  parents,  and  have  borne  arms  in  the  service 
of  the  country.    They  next  swear  to  maintain  the 

'  .^Ischin.  in  Ctea.  p.  429.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  6.  $  44.  Harpocr. 
et  Hesych.  in  Aoicc^.  •  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  87.  '  Harpocr. 
et  Suid.  in  Karoxccp.  "  Mschm.  in  Ctes.  p.  432.  Demosth.  ia 
Iieptin.  p.  554.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  86.  Pet.  Leg.  AXU  p.  237. 
""  Poll.  ibid.  §  85  et  86. 
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laws^  and  to  accept  no  presents/  Tbey  take  this 
oath  on  the  ori^nals  of  the  laws  themselves^  which 
are  pr^erved  with  the  most  religious  veneration. 
Another  motive  still  more  disposes  them  inviolably 
to  observe  what  they  have  sworn.  On  going  out  of 
office^  they  have  hopes^  after  another  elimination^  to 
he  admitted  into  the  senate  of  the  Areopagus^'  the 
highest  object  of  ambition  to  a  virtuous  mind. 

Their  persons^  as  well  as  those  of  all  the  magis- 
trates^ are  sacred.  Whoever  should  insult  them  by 
any  act  of  violence,  or  improper  language,  when  they 
have  the  crown  of  myrtle/  the  symbol  of  their  au- 
thority, on  their  heads,  would  be  excluded  from 
most  of  the  privileges  of  a  citizen,  or  sentenced  to 
pay  a  fine  :  but  they  must  merit  likewise,  by  their 
conduct,  the  respect  annexed  to  their  office. 

The  three  first  archons  have  each  a  particular 
tribunal,  where  they  sit  accompanied  by  two  assess- 
ors chosen  by  themselves.^  The  last  six,  called 
thesmothetas,  form  only  one  and  the  same  jurisdic- 
tion. These  different  tribunals  take  cognizance  of 
different  kinds  of  causes."" 

The  archons  are  empowered  to  draw  by  lot  the 
judges  of  the  superior  courts.*  They  have  functions 
and  prerogatives  common  to  them  all,  and  others 
that  are  peculiar  to  a  single  archon.  The  first  arcbon, 

y  Poll.  ibid.     Plut.  in.  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  92.  *  Plut.  in  Solon, 

t.  i.  p.  88.  Id.  in  Pericl.  p.  167.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  10.  §  118. 
*  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  86.  Hesych.  in  Mvpptv.  Meurs.  Lect.  Att. 
lib.  6.  c.  6.  ^  ^schin.  adv.  Tim.  p.  284.     Demostb.  in  Neeer. 

p.  872  et  874.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  92.  <"  Demosth.  in  Lacrit. 
p.  966  ;  in  Pantaen.  p.  992.  ^  Poll.  ibid.  §  87. 
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for  example^  called  the  eponymus,  from  his  name  ap- 
pearing at  the  head  of  the  acts  and  decrees  passed 
during  his  year  of  office,  has  more  especially  under 
his  care  widows  and  minors ;  *  the  second,  or  king 
archon,  is  to  exclude  from  the  mysteries  and  reli- 
gious ceremonies  all  who  have  been  guilty  of  homi- 
cide ;  ^  and  the  third,  or  polemarch,  exercises  a  kind 
of  jurisdiction  over  foreigners  settled  at  Athens.* 
All  three  preside  separately  at  festivals  and  solemn 
games.  The  last  six  regulate  the  days  for  the  sitting 
of  the  superior  courts ;  ^  go  their  rounds,  during 
the  night,  to  maintain  order  and  tranquillity  in  the 
city  ;•  and  preside  at  the  elections  of  several  subor- 
dinate magistrates.*" 

After  the  election  of  the  archons  succeeds  that  of 
the  strategi  or  generals  of  armies^  of  the  hipparchi 
or  generals  of  the  cavalry,*  of  the  officers  employed 
in  the  collection  and  custody  of  the  public  revenue," 
of  the  persons  who  are  to  take  care  that  the  city  is 
supplied  with  provisions,  of  those  who  superintend 
the  highways,  and  many  others  whose  functions  are 
less  important. 

Sometimes  the  tribes,  assembled  in  virtue  of  a 
decree  ofthepeople,choose  inspectors  and  treasurers, 
to  repair  such  public  works  as  are  falling  to  decay.' 

®  Demostb.  Iq  Macart.  p.  1040.  Id.  in  Lacrit.  et  in  Pantaen. 
ibid.  ^  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  90.  ^  Demosth.  in  Zenoth. 

p.  932.     Pollux,  ibid.  ^  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  87.         *  Ulpian. 

in  Orat.  Demosth.  adv.  Mid.  p.  650.  ^  ^schin.  in  Ctesiph. 

p.  429.  *  Id.  ibid.  °»  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  c.  8.  t.  ii.  p.  422. 
Poll.  ib.  lib.  8.  §  97.  Plut.  in  Lye.  t.  ii.  p.  841.  °  iEschin.  in 
Ctesiph.  p.  432. 

VOL.    II.  R 
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The  magistrates  of  almost  all  these  departments 
are  respectively  ten  in  number;  and  as  it  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  government  uniformly  to  tend  towards 
equality^  one  of  the  number  is  chosen  from  each 
tribe. 

One  of  the  most  useful  establishments  of  this  kind 
is  a  chamber  of  accounts^  which  is  annually  re-chosen  "" 
in  the  general  assembly  of  the  people^  and  consists  of 
ten  officers.''  In  this  chamber^  the  archons^  the 
members  of  the  senate^  the  commanders  of  the  gal- 
leys^ the  ambassadors/  the  areopagites^  nay  even  the 
ministers  of  the  altars^  in  a  word^  all  persons  who 
have  executed  any  commission  under  the  govern- 
ment^ must  appear^  some  on  going  out  of  office^ 
others  at  stated  periods ;  the  former  to  account  for 
the  sums  they  have  received^  the  latter  to  justify 
their  conduct^  and  others  again  merely  to  prove  that 
they  are  liable  to  no  censure. 

Such  as  refuse  to  appear  are  neither  allowed  to 
make  a  will^  to  leave  the  country/  to  fill  any  office  of 
magistracy  a  second  time,''  nor  to  receive  from  the 
public  the  civic  crown  decreed  to  those  who  have 
served  the  state  faithfully ; "  they  may  even  be  im- 
peached before  the  senate,  or  other  tribunals,  which 
may  inflict  on  them  still  more  disgracrful  marks  of 
infamy.*  As  soon  as  they  are  oiit  of  office,  they  are 
liable  to  a  prosecution  at  the  suit  of  any  private 

"*  ^schin.in  Ctesiph.  p  430.  Harpocr.  et  Etymol.  in  AoyiQ. 
p  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  6.  §  45.  "^  Machin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  430.  '  De- 
mosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  796.  *  ^chin.  ibid.  p.  429,  &c.  ^  De- 
mosth.  in  Mid.  p.  617. 
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citizen.*  If  they  are  charged  with  peculation^  the 
chamber  of  accounts  takes  cognisance  of  the  accu- 
sation ;  if  they  are  accused  of  any  other  crimes,  the 
cause  is  instantly  removed  to  the  ordinary  tribunals/ 


**  iEschin.  in  Gtesiph.  p.  431.     UlpiaD.  in  Orat.  Demosth.  adv. 
Mid.  p.  663.         ^  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  6.  §  45. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Of  the  Athenian  Cmais  of  Janice. 

The  right  of  protecting  innocence  is  not  acquired  at 
Athens  either  by  birth  or  riches.  It  is  the  privilege 
of  every  citizen.^  As  all  may  be  present  at  the  as- 
sembly of  the  nation^  and  decide  on  the  interests  of 
the  state^  all  are  likewise  entitled  to  give  their  suf- 
frages in  the  courts  of  justice^  and  to  regulate  the 
interests  of  individuals.  The  office  of  judge,  there- 
fore, is  neither  an  employment  nor  a  function  of 
magistracy ;  it  is  a  temporary  commission,  respect- 
able for  its  object,  but  degraded  by  the  motives  that 
determine  the  greater  part  of  the  Athenians  to  accept 
it.  The  temptation  of  gain  renders  them  assiduous  at 
the  tribunals,  as  well  as  at  the  general  assembly .  T  h  ree 
oboli  *  are  distributed  to  each  at  every  sitting  ;*  which 
trifling  recompense  occasions  to  the  state  an  annual 
expenditure  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  talents  ;f 

s'-Plut.  in  Solon,  p.  88.  *  About  nine  sols  (or  four-pence 
halfpenny).  *  Arisloph.  in  Plut.  v.  329.  Id.  in  Ran.  v.  140. 
Id.  in  Equit.  v.  dl  et  255.  Schol.  ibid,  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  5.  §  20. 
+  810,000  livres  (33,7500.  The  following  is  the  calculation  of 
the  scholiast  of  Aristophanes  (in  Vesp.  v.  661.)  Two  months 
were  dedicated  to  festivals.  The  tribunals  then  were  open  only 
during  10  months,  or  300  days.  It  cost  each  day  18,000  oboli, 
that  is  to  say,  3000  drachmas,  or  half  a  talent,  and  consequently 
15  talents  monthly,  or  150  per  annum.  Samuel  Petit  has  contro- 
verted this  calculation  (page  325). 
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for  the  number  of  judges  is  prodigious^  and  amountsi 
to  about  six  thousand." 

An  Athenian  who  is  more  than  thirty  years  of  age^ 
who  has  led  an  irreproachable  life,  and  who  owes 
nothing  to  the  public  treasury,  possesses  the  qualifi- 
cation requisite  to  discharge  the  judicial  functions.* 
The  court  in  which  he  is  to  sit  is  annually  deter- 
mined by  lot.* 

In  this  manner  are  the  tribunals  filled ;  and  of 
these,  ten  principal  ones  are  enumerated,  four  for 
homicide,  and  six  for  other  causes,  as  well  criminal 
as  civil.  Among  the  former,  one  takes  cognisance 
of  involuntary  homicide ;  a  second,  of  homicide  com- 
mitted in  self-defence ;  a  third,  of  murder,  the  perpe- 
trator of  which,  formerly  banished  his  country  for 
this  crime,  shall  not  have  obtained  a  revocation  of 
the  decree  previous  to  his  return ;  a  fourth,  of  homi- 
cide occasioned  by  the  fall  of  a  stone,  a  tree,  and  other 
such  accidents.*  We  shall  see,  in  the  succeeding 
chapter,  that  the  Areopagus  took  cognisance  of  pre- 
meditated murder. 

So  many  jurisdictions  for  the  same  crime  by  no 
means  prove  that  it  is  at  this  time  more  common  in 
Athens  than  in  other  countries,  but  only  that  they 
were  instituted  in  ages  which  knew  no  other  right 
than  force :  and  in  truth  they  are  all  of  the  heroic 
ages.  The  origin  of  the  other  tribunals  is  unknown ; 

•  Aristopb.  in  Vesp.  v.  660.  Pet.  Leg.  Alt.  p.  $U.  ^  Poll, 
lib.  8.  c.  10.  §  122.  Pet.  ibid.  p.  306.  *  Demosth  in  Aristog. 
p.  832.      Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Plut.  ▼.  277.  *  Demosth.  in 

Arislocr.  p.  736.         Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  10.  §  122. 
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but  they  must  have  been  formed  gradually^  in  pro- 
portion as^  societies  becoming  more  perfectly  civi- 
lised^ artifice  has  taken  place  of  violence. 

These  ten  sovereign  courts,  composed  in  general 
of  five  hundred  judges/  and  some  of  a  still  greater 
number^  possess  no  inherent  activity^  but  are  set  in 
motion  by  the  nine  archons.  Each  of  these  magis- 
trates carries  thither  the  causes  that  have  fiillen  within 
his  department^  and  presides  in  this  court  whilst  they 
toe  depending/ 

It  being  improper  for  these  assemblies  to  meet  at 
the  same  time  with  those  of  the  people,  since  they 
are  both  composed  nearly  of  the  same  persons/  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  archons  to  appoint  the  time  for  the 
meeting  of  the  former ;  it  is  their  business  likewise 
to  draw  by  lot  the  judges  who  are  to  fill  these  differ- 
ent tribunals. 

The  most  celebrated  is  that  of  the  heliastae/  be- 
fore which  all  causes  of  consequence  either  to  the 
state  or  individuals  are  brought.  We  have  just 
said,  that  it  consists  in  general  of  five  hundred  judges ; 
and  that,  on  certain  occasions,  the  magistrates  order 
other  tribunals  to  unite  themselves  with  that  of  the 
heliastffi,  insomuch  that  the  number  is  sometimes 
increased  even  to  six  thousand.* 


«  Poll,  lib.  8.  c.  10.  §  123.  '  Ulpian.  in  Orat  Demosllu 

adv.  Mid.  p.  641.  Harpocr.  ia  'Hye/i.  Bucaffr.  'Demosth.  in 
Timocr.  p.  786.  ^  Pansan.  lib.  1.  c.  28.  p.  69.     Harpocr.  et 

Suid.  ia  HXi.  *  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  10.  §  123.  Dinarch.  adv.  De- 
mosth.  p.  187.  Lys.  in  AgoraU  p.  244.  Andoc.  de  Mys.  part  2. 
p.  3. 
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These  engage^  by  a  solemn  oath,  to  decide  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  the  decrees  of  the  senate  and  the^ 
people,  to  receive  no  presents,  to  listen  impartially  to 
both  parties,  and  to  oppose,  with  their  utmost  power, 
all  persons  who  shall  make  the  least  attempt  to  in* 
troduce  innovations  in  the  form  of  government. 
.  Dreadful  imprecations  against  themselves  and  their 
families,  should  they  violate  it,  conclude  this  oath, 
which  contains  several  less  essential  particulars.^ 

Were  I,  in  this  and  the  succeeding  chapters,  to 
attempt  to  follow  the  Athenian  jurisprudence  through 
all  its  mazes,  I  should  inevitably  bewilder  myself  in 
an  obscure  and  difficult  labyrinth;  but  I  cannot 
overlook  an  institution  which  appears  to  me  highly 
favourable  to  those  who,  though  they  appeal  to  the 
laws,  wish  not  to  be  litigious.  Every  year  forty 
inferior  judges  go  the  circuit  through  the  different 
towns  of  Attica,'  hold  their  assizes  there,  decide  on 
certain  acts  of  violence,"*  and  terminate  all  processes 
for  small  sums  not  exceeding  ten  drachmas,*  refer- 
ring more  considerable  causes  to  arbitration  .'^ 

The  arbitrators  are  all  persons  of  good  reputation, 
and  about  sixty  years  of  age.  At  the  end  of  every 
year,  they  are  drawn  by  lot  out  of  each  tribe,  to  the 
number  of  forty -four.** 

Persons  who  do  not  choose  to  expose  themselves 
to  the  delays  of  ordinary  justice,  to  deposit  a  sum  of 

^  Demosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  796.  *  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  100. 

"^  Demosth.  in  Pantaen.  p.  992.  *  9  litres  (or  seven  shillings 

and  sixpence).          "  Poll.  ibid.  ^  Suid.  in  Hesych.  Acair. 
Ulpian.  in  Dem.  Mid.  p.  663. 
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money  previous  to  the  judgment,  or  to  pay  a  fine 
decreed  against  the  plaintiff  failing  in  his  proofs,  may 
confide  their  interests  tp  one  or  more  arbitrators 
nominated  by  themselves,  or  whom  the  archon  draws 
by  lot  in  their  presence.^  When  the  arbitrators  are 
of  their  own  choice,  they  take  an  oath  to  abide  by 
their  decision,  from  which  they  then  cannot  appeal  ; 
but  if  they  are  chosen  by  lot,  they  are  not  deprived  of 
that  resource ; '  and  the  arbitrators,  enclosing  the 
depositions  of  the  witnesses,  and  all  the  documents 
of  the  process,  in  a  box  which  they  carefully  seal  up, 
transmit  them  to  the  archon,  whose  duty  it  is  to  lay 
the  cause  before  one  of  the  higher  tribunals/ 

If  the  archon  has  referred  the  matter  in  dispute 
to  arbitrators  drawn  by  lot,  at  the  request  only  of 
one  party,  the  adverse  party  has  the  right  either  to 
demur  against  the  competence  of  the  tribunal,  or  to 
allege  other  exceptions.' 

Arbitrators  called  upon  to  decide  in  affairs  where 
one  of  the  parties  are  their  friends  or  relations,  might 
be  tempted  to  pronounce  an  iniquitous  judgment :  in 
such  cases  it  is  provided  that  the  cause  may  be 
removed  into  one  of  the  sovereign  courts/  They 
might  also  permit  themselves  to  be  corrupted  by  pre- 
sents, or  be  influenced  by  private  prejudices :  in  which 
case  the  injured  party  has  a  right,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  year,  to  prosecute  them  in  a  court  of  justice,  and 

p  Herald.  Animadvers.  lib.  5.  c.  14.  p.  570.  Pet  Leg.  Attic, 
p.  344.  *!  Demosth.  in  Aphob.  p.  918.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  10.  §  127. 
'  Herald.  Animad^.  p.  372.  '  Ulpiaa.  in  Orat.  Demosth.  adv. 
Mid.  p.  662.         \  Demosth.  adv.  Phorm.  p.  943. 
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compel  them  to  defend^  and  show  the  reasons  of, 
their  award. •*  The  fear  of  such  a  scrutiny  might 
likewise  induce  them  to  elude  the  exercise  of  these 
functions :  but  the  law  has  provided  against  that,  by 
fixing  a  stigma  on  every  arbitrator  who,  when  drawn 
by  lot,  refuses  to  perform  his  duty.'' 

When  I  heard,  for  the  first  time,  of  an  oath,  I 
considered  it  as  necessary  only  among  rude  nations, 
to  whom  falsehood  might  appear  perhaps  less  criminal 
than  perjury.  Yet  have  I  seen  the  Athenians  exact 
it  from  magistrates,  senators,  judges,  orators,  wit- 
nesses ;  from  the  accuser,  who  has  so  evident  an 
interest  to  violate  it ;  and  from  the  accused,  who  is 
driven  to  the  dilemma  of  offending  against  his  reli- 
gion, or  fixing  guilt  on  himself.  But  I  have  observed, 
likewise,  that  this  awful  ceremony  is  now  no  more 
than  a  form,  which  is  an  insult  on  the  gods,  useless 
to  society,  and  offensive  to  those  who  are  under  the 
necessity  of  submitting  to  it.  The  philosopher 
Xenocrates,  being  called  upon  one  day  to  give  his 
testimony,  made  his  deposition,  and  advanced  to- 
wards the  altar  to  confirm  it.  The  judges  blushedj^ 
and  unanimously  opposing  the  administration  of  the 
oath,  rendered  the  highest  honour  to  the  integrity 
of  so  respectable  a  witness.^  What  idea  then  must 
they  have  entertained  of  the  others  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  the  islands  and  cities  in  sub^ 

«  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  617.  Ulpian.  p.  663.  ""  Poll.  lib.  8. 
c.  10.  §  126.  ^  Cicer.  ad.  Attic,  lib.  1.  epist.  16.  t.  viii.  p.  69. 
Id.  pro  Balb.  c.  5.  t.  vi.  p.  127.  VaL  Max.  lib.  2.  extern,  c.  10. 
Laej?t.  in  Xenocr.  $  7. 
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jection  to  the  republic,  are  obliged  to  have  their 
legal  disputes  decided  in  the  last  resort"  before  the 
tribunals  of  Athens.  The  state  derives  a  benefit 
from  the  duties  they  pay  on  entering  the  port,  and 
the  sums  they  expend  during  their  residence  in  the 
city. — Another  motive  induces  the  Athenians  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  advantage  of  terminating  their 
differences  at  home.  If  they  had  sovereign  juris- 
dictions, they  would  only  have  to  look  up  to  their 
governors  for  protection,  and,  on  numberless  occa- 
sions, might  oppress  the  friends  of  the  democracy ; 
whereas,  by  being  obliged  to  repair  to  Athens,  they 
are  forced  to  humble  themselves  before  that  people 
who  are  their  judges  in  the  tribunals,  and  who  are 
but  too  well  disposed  to  deal  out  the  justice  they 
solicit,  according  to  the  measure  of  affection  they 
are  supposed  to  entertain  for  their  authority. 


*  Xen.  de  Rep.  Athen.  p.  694.     Aristoph.  io  Avib.  v.  1422  et 
1455. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


251 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Of  the  Areopagus, 

The  senate  of  the  Areopagus  is  the  most  ancient, 
and  yet  the  most  upright  of  the  Athenian  tribunals 
It  assembles  sometimes  in  the  royal  portico ; '  but  its 
ordinary  place  of  meeting  is  on  an  eminence  at  a 
small  distance  from  the  citadel,*  and  in  a  kind  of  hall 
defended  from  the  weather  only  by  a  rustic  roof.** 

The  number  of  senators  is  unlimited,  and  their 
places  held  for  life.*  The  archons  are  admitted  into 
this  court  after  their  year  of  office  is  expired ;  •  but 
not  till  they  have  proved,  in  a  solemn  examination, 
that  they  have  discharged  their  duty  with  equal  zeal 
and  fidelity/  If,  in  this  examination,  any  should  be 
found  either  artful  or  powerful  enough  to  elude  the 
severity  of  their  censors,  it  is  impossible  for  them, 
once  become  Areopagites,  to  resist  the  authority  of 
example ;  and  they  are  forced  to  appear  virtuous,*^ 
as  in  certain  military  corps  men  are  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  displaying  courage. 

*  Demosth.  in  Aristog.  p.  831.  ^  Herodot.  lib,  8.  c.  52. 

«  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  10.  §  118.  Vitruv.  lib. «.  c.  1.  *  Argum.  Orat. 
Demosth.  ad^.  Aodrot.  p.  607.  *  Plut.  in  Solon,  p.  88*  Ulpian. 
ID  Orat.  Demosth.  adv.  Lept.  p.  586.  ^  Plat,  in  PericL  p.  157. 
Poll.  ibid.         «  Isocr.  Areopag.  t.  i.  p.  i^9  at  330. 
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The  reputation  which  this  tribunal  has  enjoyed 
for  so  many  centuries,  is  founded  on  titles  that  will 
transmit  its  fame  to  succeeding  ages."*  Innocence, 
summoned  to  appear  before  it,  approaches  without 
apprehension  ;  and  the  guilty,  convicted  and  con- 
demned, retire  without  daring  to  murmur.* 

The  Areopagus  keeps  a  strict  eye  over  the  con- 
duct of  its  members,  and  judges  them  without  par- 
tiality, sometimes  even  for  trivial  faults.  A  senator 
was  punished  for  having  stifled  a  little  bird,  which, 
from  fear,  had  taken  refuge  in  his  bosom.*"  He  was 
tlius  taught,  that  he  who  has  a  heart  shut  against 
pity,  should  not  be  allowed  to  have  the  lives  of  the 
citizens  at  his  mercy.  The  decisions  of  this  court, 
therefore,  are  considered  as  standards,  not  only  of 
wisdom,  but  of  humanity.  I  saw  a  woman  brought 
before  it,  accused  of  procuring  the  death  of  some 
person  by  poison.  She  had  endeavoured  to  gain 
the  affections  of  a  man  whom  she  passionately  loved, 
by  a  philtre,  of  which  he  died.  She  was  dismissed 
without  punishment,  the  court  deeming  her  more 
unfortunate  than  culpable.'* 

Certain  public  bodies,  as  a  recompense  for  their 
services,  obtain  a  crown  and  other  marks  of  honour 
from  the  people.  That  of  which  I  am  speaking  asks 
none,  nor  must  solicit  any,"  nothing  distinguishing  it 

^  Cicer.  Epist.  ad.  Attic,  lib,  1.  epist.  14.  '  Demosth.  in 

Aristocr.  p.  735.  Lycurg.  in  Leocrat.  part  2.  p.  149.  Aristid. 
in  Panath.  t.  i.  p.  185.  ^  Heliad.  ap.  Phot.  p.  1591.  *  Aristot 
in  Magn.  Moral,  lib.  1.  c.  17.  t.  ii.  p.  157.  *  See  note  XV. 
at  the  end  of  the  volume.         "  iEschin.  Clesiph.  p.  430. 
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SO  much  as  that  it  has  no  need  of  distinctions.  In 
the  infancy  of  comedy,  all  the  Athenians  were  per- 
mitted to  employ  their  genius  in  this  new  species  of 
literature :  the  members  of  the  Areopagus  were  alone 
excepted ; "  and,  indeed,  with  what  propriety  could 
men  so  grave  in  their  deportment,  so  rigid  in  their 
manners,  pay  attention  to,  or  ridicule,  the  follies  of 
society  ? 

.  The  origin  of  this  court  is  traced  back  to  the  time 
of  Cecrops ;  "*  but  it  is  indebted  for  one  more  noble  to 
Solon,  who  invested  it  with  the  superintendence  of 
morals.^  It  then  took  cognisance  of  almost  all 
crimes,  all  vices,  and  abuses.  Murder,  poisoning, 
robbery,  the  crimes  of  incendiaries,  libertinism,  and 
innovations,  either  in  the  system  of  religion  or  the 
form  of  government,  by  turns  excited  its  vigilance.  It 
was  empowered,  by  entering  and  examining  private 
houses,  to  condemn  every  useless  citizen  as  danger- 
ous, and  every  expense  not  proportioned  to  the  means 
of  the  citizen,  as  criminal.*  As  it  exhibited  the 
greatest  firmness  in  punishing  crimes,  and  the  nicest 
circiimispection  in  reforming  manners ;  as  it  never 
applied  chastisement  till  advice  and  menaces  were 
slighted ; '  it  acquired  the  esteem  and  love  of  the  peo- 
ple, even  while  it  exercised  the  most  absolute  power. 
The  education  of  youth  became  the  first  object  of 
its  care.'  It  pointed  out  to  the  children  of  citizens 
the  path  they  should  pursue,  and  assigned  them  guides 

"  Plut.  de  Glor.  Athen.   t.  ii.  p.  348.  ®  Marmor.  Oxon. 

epoch.  3.         P  Plut.  ID  Solon,  p.  90.         **  MewR.  Areop.  c.  9. 
'  Isocr.  Areop.  t.  i.  p.  334.         •  Id.  ibid.  p.  332. 
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to  conduct  them  in  it.  The  Areopagus  has  been 
often  known  to  stimulate  by  its  bounties  the  emulation 
of  the  troops^  and  to  decree  rewards  to  individuals 
who  discharged  in  obscurity  the  duties  of  their  sta* 
tion/  It  exerted  so  much  zeal  and  constancy  in 
maintaining  the  laws  during  the  Persian  war^  as 
greatly  to  add  to  the  energy  of  government.* 

This  institution^  too  sublime  to  have  any  long 
duration^  subsisted  but  about  a  century.  Pericles 
undertook  to  enfeeble  an  authority  incompatible  with 
his  own/  He  had  the  misfortune  to  succeed ;  and 
from  that  moment  there  was  an  end  to  censors  in  the 
state ;  or^  rather,  all  the  citizens  assumed  that  office. 
Accusations  and  informations  multiplied^  and  morals 
received  a  fatal  blow. 

Its  present  jurisdiction,  properly  speaking,  is  con* 
fined  to  murder,  maimings,  poisonings,  firing  of 
buildings,'  and  some  other  less  considerable  offences.' 
.  When  the  case  is  murder,  the  second  archon  re* 
ceives  the  informations,  lays  them  before  the  Areo^ 
pagus,  takes  his  place  among  the  judges,*"  and  pro- 
nounces with  them  the  punishment  prescribed  by 
laws  engraven  on  a  column. *" 

When  it  is  a  crime  that  concerns  religion  or  the 
state,  the  power  of  this  court  is  limited  to  preparing 


*  Mears.  Areop.  c.  9.         "  Arislot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  c.  4.  t.  ii. 
p.  391.  *  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  c.  12.     Diod.  Sic.  lib.  11.  p.  69., 

Plut.  ia  Pericl.  p.  1 57.  ^  Lys.  in  Simon,  p.  69.     Demosth. 

adv.  Bceot.  %  p.  1012.     Id.  in  Lept.  p.  564.     Liban.  in  Oral, 
ady.  Androt.  p.  696.     Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  10.  §  117.  *  Lys.  Orat. 

Areop.  p.  1 32.     *  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  90.     •*  Lys.  in  Eratost.  p*  17. 
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the  matter  for  a  trial.  Sometimes  it  takes  the  infor- 
mations of  its  own  motion ;  sometimes  this  office  is 
assigned  to  it  by  the  assembly  of  the  people.""  The 
proceedings  ended^  it  makes  its  report  to  the  people, 
without  coming  to  any  conclusion.  The  accused 
then  has  in  his  power  to  offer  new  pleas  in  his  de- 
fence>  and  the  people  name  orators  to  conduct  the 
prosecution  before  one  of  the  superior  courts. 

Trials  in  the  Areopagus  are  preceded  by  tremen- 
dous ceremonies.  The  two  parties,  placed  amid  the 
bleeding  members  of  the  victims,  take  an  oath,  which 
they  confirm  by  dreadful  in^recations  against  them^ 
selves  and  families*^  They  call  to  witness  the  inex- 
orable Eumenides,  who,  from  a  neighbouring  tern* 
pie,  dedicated  to  their  worship,""  seem  to  listen  to 
their  invocation,  and  prepare  to  punish  the  perjured. 

After  these  preliminaries,  they  proceed  to  the  trial ; 
ia  which  truth  alone  is  entitied  to  present  herself  to 
the  judges,  who  dread  eloquence  not  less  than  false- 
hood. The  advocates  must  scrupulously  banish  from 
their  harangues  all  exordia^  perorations,  digressions, 
and  every  ornament  of  style,  nay  even  the  language  of 
sentiment ;  that  language  which  «o  violendy  inflames 
the  imagination,  and  has  so  great  a  power  over  com- 
miserating minds/  Passion  would  paint  itself  in  vaia 
in  the  eyes  and  gestures  of  the  orator,  since  the  Areo- 
pagus generally  holds  its  assemblies  in  the  night. 

*  Dinarch.  adv.  Demosth.  p.  179,  180,  &c.  •*  Demosth.  ia 

Aristocr.  p.  736.     Dinarch.  adv.  Dem.  p.  178.  *  Meurs.  in 

Areop.  c.  2.  ^  Lys.  adv.  Simon,  p.  88.     Lycurg.  io  Leocr. 

part  2.  p.  149.    Aristot*  Rketor.  lib.  I.  t.  ii.  p.  512*    Ludan.  in 
Anach.  t.  ii.  p.  899.    Poll,  UK  8»  c.  10.  §  117. 
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The  question  having  been  sufficiently  discussed, 
the  judges  deposit  in  silence  their  suffrages  in  two 
urns^  one  of  which  is  called  the  urn  of  deaths  the 
other  the  um  of  mercy.'  When  the  numbers  are 
equals  an  inferior  officer  adds^  in  favour  of  the  ac- 
cused^ the  suffrage  of  Minerva ;  ^  so  called^  because^ 
according  to  an  ancient  tradition^  this  goddess^ 
being  present  in  the  court  of  Areopagus  at  the  trial 
of  Orestes,  gave  her  casting  vote  to  turn  the  scale 
of  justice. 

On  important  occasions,  when  the  people,  inflamed 
by  their  orators,  are  on  the  point  of  adopting  some 
measures  injurious  to  the  wel&re  of  the  state,  the 
Areopagites  have  sometimes  presented  themselves  to 
the  assembly,  and  by  arguments  or  entreaties  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  listen  to  reason.*  The  people, 
who  have  nothing  to  fear  from  their  authority,  but 
who  respect  their  wisdom,  sometimes  permit  them 
to  revise  their  decisions.  The  facts  I  am  about  to 
mention  happened  in  my  time. 

A  citizen  who  had  been  banished  from  Athens  had 
the  temerity  to  return.  He  was  accused  before  the 
people,  who  thought  proper  to  acquit  him,  at  the 
instigation  of  a  favourite  orator.  The  Areopagus, 
taking  cognisance  of  the  affair,  ordered  the  criminal 
to  be  seized,  recommenced  the  prosecution,  and 
prevailed  on  the  people  to  condemn  him.*" 

Deputies  were  to  be  sent  to  the  council  of  the 
Amphictyons,  and  amongst  those  whom  the  people 

^  Meurs.  Areop.  c.  8.  **  Aristid.  Orat.  in  Min.  t.  i.  p.  24. 

*  Plut.  in  Phoc.  p.  748.  ^  Demosth.  de  Coron.  p.  495. 
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had  inad0  choice  of  was  the  orator  iEschines^  whose 
conduct  was  not  entirely  exempt  from  suspicion.  The 
Areopag^s^  on  whose  stern  virtue  talents  without  pro- 
bity make  no  impression^  instituted  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  ^schines^  and  pronounced  that  the 
orator^  Hyperides,  appeared  to  them  more  worthy  of  so 
honourable  a  commission .  The  people  immediately 
appointed  Hyperides.' 

It. is  a  pleasing  reflection  that  the  Areopagus^ 
stripped  as  it  is  of  almost  all  its  functions^  has  neither 
forfeited  its  reputation,  nor  departed  from  its  integrity, 
but  even  in  its  decline  continues  to  command  the 
public  respect.  I  shall  mention  another  example 
that  passed  under  my  eyes. 

The  Areopagus  had  repaired  to  the  general  as- 
sembly, to  give  its  opinion  respecting  the  project  of  a 
citizen  mamed  Timarchus,  who  was  soon  after  pro- 
scribed for  the  depravity  of  his  manners.  Autolycus 
addressed  them  in  the  name  of  the  whole  court.  This 
senator,  educated  in  the  simplicity  of  ancient  times^ 
and  a  stranger  to  the  shameful  abuse  to  which  the 
most  ordinary  terms  of  conversation  are  now  per- 
verted, suflFered  a  word  to  drop  from  him,^  which,  mis- 
construed from  its  real  sense,  admitted  of  an  allusion 
to  the  licentious  life  of  Timarchus.  The  whole  as- 
sembly applauded  him  in  a  transport,  and  Autolycus, 
astonished,  assumed  a  severer  countenance.  After 
a  moment's  pause,  he  attempted  to  proceed;  but 
the  people,  putting  an  arch  construction  on  the  most 


^  Demostb.  de  Coron.  p.  495. 
VOL.    II.  S 
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innocent  expressions^  never  ceased  to  interupt  him 
by  a  confused  noise  and  immoderate  bursts  of  laugh- 
ter. A  distinguished  citizen  now  rising,  exclaimed : 
Are  you  not  ashamed,  Athenians^  to  be  guilty  of 
such  indecency  in  presence  of  the  Areopagites? 
The  people  answered  that  they  fek  all  the  venera- 
tion due  to  the  majesty  of  that  tribunal;  but  that 
there  were  circumstances  in  which  it  was  impossible 
to  restrain  themselves  within  the  bounds  of  decorum  ."^ 
What  virtues  must  not  this  body  have  possessed,  to 
have  established  and  maintained  so  high  an  opinion 
of  the  respect  due  to  it  in  the  minds  of  the  people; 
and  what  good  might  it  not  have  produced,  Imd 
they  known  how  to  value  it  as  it  deserved! 

"  iEschin.  in  Timarch.  p.  %7% 
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CHAPTER  XYIII. 

€y  iieemaiiom  and  Legd  ProesiuraB  ammg  Ike  AAetdam. 

The  causes  brought  before  the  courts  of  justice  con- 
cerneither  offences  against  thegovemment^oragamst 
individuals.  In  the  former  case,  every  citizen  may 
indiscriminately  step  forward  as  a  prosecutor ;  in  the 
latter,  ^e  injured  person  alone  possesses  that  right. 
The  punishment  for  crimes  against  the  state  is  often 
capital ;  but  for  oflfences  against  individuals  it  is  con- 
fined to  dama^ges  and  pecuniary  satisfaction. 

In  a  democracy,  more  than  in  any  other  govern- 
ment, Jthe  injury  done  to  the  state  becomes  persondi 
to  every  citizen^  and  violence  towards  an  individual 
is  a  crime  against  the  state  *  At  Athens  It  is  not 
thought  sufficient  that  public  prosecutions  may  be 
commenced  against  those  who  betray  thdr  country, 
or  are  guilty  of  impiety,  sacrilege,  or  firing  1he  city  f* 
such  a  prosecution  lies  also  against  the  generdl  Who 
has^ot  performed  everything  which  he  ought  to  have 
done  or  might  have. done;  against  the  soldier  who 
absents  himself  from  the  enrolment,  or  deserts  from 
theiurmy ;  againstthe  ambassador,  the  magistrate,  the 
JMdge,  or  (the  oraitor,  who  ha?^  been  guilty  of  jnis- 

'  Demosth.  adv.  Mid.  p.  610.         "  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  6.  §  40,  &c. 
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conduct ;  against  the  individual  who  has  assumed  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen,  without  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions, or  who  has  taken  on  himself  any  office  from 
which  he  is  excluded ;  against  the  man  who  corrupts 
his  judges,  debauches  youth,  remains  in  celibacy,  or 
attacks  the  life  or  honour  of  a  citizen ;  in  fine,  against 
all  who  are  guilty  of  offences  which  evidendy  tend 
to  disturb  the  government  or  endanger  the  safety  of 
the  citizens. 

Litigations  on  the  subject  of  a  disputed  inherit- 
ance, a  breach  of  trust,  an  uncertain  debt,  damage 
received  in  property,  and  a  variety  of  other  cases, 
which  do  not  immediately  concern  the  state,  afford 
matter  of  trial  between  the  parties/ 

The  proceedings  vary  in  some  points,  as  well 
from  the  difference  of  the  courts  in  which  they  are 
instituted  as  from  that  of  the  ofl*ences.  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  the  essential  formalities. 

Public  actions  are  sometimes  commenced  before 
the  senate,  or  before  the  people,^  who,  after  a  first 
decision,  refer  them  to  one  of  the  superior  courts  ;* 
but,  in  general,  the  accuser  addresses  himself  to  one 
of  the  chief  magistrates,^  who  puts  several  interroga- 
tories to  him,  and  asks  him  whether  he  has  reflected 
well  on  the  step  he  is  about  to  take,  if  he  is  prepared, 
if  it  would  not  be  to  his  advantage  to  have  further 


'  Sigon.  de  Rep.  Athen.  lib.  3.  Herald.  Animadv.  in  Jas. 
Attic  lib.  3.  '  Deroosth.  in  Mid.  p.  603.  Everg.  p.  1058. 
Poll.  lib.  8.  c  6.  $  51.  Harpocr.  in  Eivay.  *  Demosth.  ia 
Mid.  p.  637.  Herald.  AnimadT.  p.  333.  *  Pet.  L^.  Att 
p.  314. 
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proofs^  if  he  has  witnesses,  if  he  wishes  to  be  pro- 
vided with  any  ?  .  He  apprises  him,  at  the  same  time, 
that  he  must  take  an  oath  to  go  on  with  the  prosecu- 
tion, and  that  a  kind  of  infamy  is  annexed  to  the  vio- 
lation of  that  oath.  He  then  appoints  the  trial,  and 
makes  the  accuser  appear  a  second  time  in  his  pre- 
sence, when  he  repeats  the  same  questions;  and  if 
he  still  persists,  his  declaration  remains  fixed  up  in 
some  public  place  till  the  judges  are  ready  to  hear 
the  cause  .^ 

:  The  accused  then  puts  in  his  plea,  grounded  either 
on  a  former  decision,  long  prescription,  or  the  in- 
competence of  the  court.*  He  may  put  off  the  trial, 
bring  an  action  against  his  adversary,  and  defer  for 
some  time  the  judgment  which  he  fears. 

After  these  preliminaries,  which  are  not  practi- 
cable in  all  cases,  the  parties  sware  to  speak  the 
truth,  and  personally  begin  to  discuss  the  cause. 
They  are  allowed  a  limited  time  to  explain  themselves, 
measured  by  drops  of  water  falling  from  a  vessel.* 
In  general,  they  do  but  repeat  what  more  eloquent 
tongues  have  dictated  to  them  in  private.  After  they 
have  done  speaking,  they  may  solicit  the  assistance 
of  orators  who  possess. their  confidence,  or  interest 
themselves  in  their  fate,® 

^  Dempsth.  in  Theocrin.  p.  850.  Id.  in  Mid.  p.  619  et  620. 
Ulp.in.Orat.adT.Mid.p.641,  662,ei668.  Pet.  L^.  Att.  p.  318. 
«  Demosth.  adv.  Pantan.  p.  992.  Ulpian.  in  Orat.  Demosth.  adv. 
Mid.  p.  662.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  6.  §  57.  Sigon.  de  Rep.  Athen. 
lib.  3.  c.  4.  ^  Plat,  in  Theaet.  t.  i.  p.  172.  Aristoph.  Acharo. 
y.  693.  Schol.  ibid.  Demosth.  et  ^schin.  passim.  Lucian  Pis- 
cat,  c.  28.  t.  i.  p.  597.  «  Demosth.  in  Ncaer*  p.  863.  iEsch. 
de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  424.     Id.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  461. 
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In  the  course  of  the  trials  the  witnesses  ^ive  their 
testimMky  ridiiA.  ¥^t  in  criminal^  Us  wellav  in  cirHi 
cases^  it  b  a  rule  that  all  proceedmgs  should  be  pub- 
lic. The  ttcuseor  nay  require  the  slaves  of  the  adverse 
pafty  to  be  put  to  the  torture/  It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  conceive  that  a  barbarity  so  dreadful  could  have 
been  exercised  on  men  whose  fidelRy  ought  not  to  be 
tempt^^  if  tb^  are  aliached  to  ffaeir  master^;  and 
whose  testimony  cannot  but  be  suspicious^  if  tiiey  »re 
discontented  with  them .  Sometimes  one  of  the  parties^ 
of  his  own  free  wiB^  presents  his  slavesf  to  thi»  in- 
bwnan  proof/  persuaded  that  he  has  the  rights  as  be 
unfortunately  has  the  power^  to  commit  this  crud  act. 
Sometimes  he  refuses  the  requisition  mad&  him  for 
this  purpose/  either  from  the  dread  of  a  deposition 
esttorted  by  the  violence  of  the  tortures^  or  that  his 
heart  listens  to  the  remonstrances  of  humanity;  but 
his  refusal  in  this  case  gives  room  for  the  strongest 
suspicions^  whilst  nothing  inspires  a  more  favourable 
prejudice  in  behalf  of  the  parties  or  witnesseii^  than 
when  they  offer,  as  a  corroboration  of  wbdt  tiiey 
affirm^  tjo  take  an  oath  upon  the  head  of  titeiir  chil'- 
dren^  or  of  their  parents.' 

We  shall  only  cursorily  observe^  that  the  torture 
cannot  be  inflicted  on  a  citizen  but  in  extraordinary 
cases. 

Previous  to  pronouncing  the  jud^ment>  the  magis<^ 

'Demostfa.  in  Nettr.  p.  880;  in  Onet.  1.  p.  9^4;  in  Pantsbn. 
p.  903.  ^  Id.  in  Apbob.  3.  page  913  ;  in  Nicostr.^page  i  107. 
*  Demostb.  in  Steph.  1.  p.  977.  Isocr.  in  Trapezit.  t,  ii.  p.  477. 
'  JDemoslb;  in  Aphob.  3.  p.  913  et  917. 
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trate  who  presides  at  the  tribunal  distributes  to  each 
of  the  judges  a  white  ball  to  acquit^  and  a  black  one 
to  condemn^  the  party  accused.^  An  officer  apprises 
them  that  the  question  is  simfdy  confined  to  the  de- 
cision of  guilty^  or  not  guilty,  and  they  proceed  to 
deposit  their  suffrages  in  a  box.  If  there  be  a  ma- 
jority of  black  balls,  the  president  of  the  court  traces 
out  a  long  line  on  a  tablet  covered  with  wax,  exposed 
to  every  eye;  if  the  white  are  most  numerous,  a 
shorter  line  ;*  and  if  the  votes  be  equal,  the  accused 
is  acquitted." 

In  cases  where  the  punishment  is  specified  by 
law,  this  first  judgment  is  sufficient;  but  when  that 
is  only  expressed  in  the  declaration  of  the  prosecutor, 
the  olBender  has  a  right  to  demand  a  mitigation ;  and 
this  second  question  is  decided  by  a  new  trial,  to 
which  they  instantly  proceed.* 

He  YfhOy  having  commenced  a  prosecution,  either 
drops  it,  or  fails  in  obtaining  the  fifth  part  of  the 
suffirages,""  is  generally  sentenced  to  a  penalty  of  one 
thousand  drachmas.*  But  as  nothing  is  so  easy  or 
so  dangerous  as  invidious  accusations  on  the  subject 
of  rdigion,  the  punishment  of  deatli  i«  decreed,  in 

^  PolU  lib.  8.  e.  10.  h  1^3*  Mem.  Areop.  c. «.  ^  Am* 
topk  ia  Vesp.  v.  106.      Schol.  ibid^  "  -fflsch.  io  Cte«ph.  p. 

469.  Aristot.  Problem,  sect.  29.  t.  ii.  p.  812.  Id.  de  Rhetor. 
c.  19.  t.  ik  p.  6^.  "  Ulpian.  in  Deniosth.  adr.  Timarch.  p. 
822.  Pet.  Leg.  Attic,  p.  335.  °Plat.  Apol.  Socrat.  t.  i.  p.  36. 
Demos^  de  Cor.  p.  517.;  in  Mid.  p.  610  ;  in  Androt.  p.  702; 
in  Aristocr.  p.  738 ;  in  Timocr.  p.  774 ;  in  Tbeocrin.  p.  850. 
*  000  livres  (or  37/L  10s.)  This  sum  waa  Tery  ooneiderable  when 
the  law  was  firHt  made. 
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certain  cases^  against  the  man  who  shall  accuse  an- 
other of  impiety  without  being  able  to  convict  him.^ 

Private  causes  are^  in  many  points^  conducted  in 
the  same  mode  as  public  prosecutions^  and  are/ for 
the  most  part^  brought  in  the  first  instance  before  the 
tribunals  of  the  archons,  who  sometimes  pronounce 
a  sentence  subject  to  an  appeal,*  and  sometimes  con- 
tent themselves  with  taking  the  necessary  informa- 
tions, which  they  lay  before  the  superior  courts/ 

There  are  causes  which  may  be  prosecuted  civilly 
by  a  private  accusation,  and  criminally  by  a  public  ac- 
tion. Such  is  the  nature  of  an  insult  committed  on  the 
person  of  a  citizen.'  The  laws,  whose  intention  it  is  to 
provide  for  his  safety,  authorise  all  his  fellow-citizens 
publicly  to  prosecute  the  aggressor;  but  the  choice  of 
his  vengeance  is  left  to  the  oflFended,  who  may  sue  for 
a  sum  of  money  if  he  brings  a  civil  action,  and  even 
punish  the  offender  with  death,  if  he  lays  a  criminal 
indictment.  The  orators  frequently  abuse  these  laws, 
by  changing,  by  insidious  artifices,  those  suits  into 
criminal,  which  in  their  origin  were  merely  civil. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  danger  the  parties  have  to 
apprehend .  I  have  seen  j  udges  inattentive,  during  the 
reading  of  the  documents,  lose  sight  of  the  question, 
and  give  their  suffrages  at  a  venture  ;*  I  have  seen 
men,  powerful  from  their  wealth,  publicly  insult  the 
poorer  people,  who  durst  not  demand  reparation  for 

P  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  6.  §  41.  1  Demosth.  in  Onet.  1.  p.  920. 
Id.  in  Olymp.  p.  1068.      Plut.  in  Solon,  p.  88.  '  Ulpian.  in 

Orat  Demosth.  adv.  Mid.  p.  641.  •  Herald.  Animadv.  io  Jus. 
Att.  lib.  2.  c.  11.  p.  128.         *  iEschin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  469. 
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the  offence;"  I  have  seen  them  perpetuate/ in  some 
sort,  a  law-suit,  by  obtaining  successive  delays,  and 
prevent  the  tribunals  from  determining  on  their 
crimes,  till  the  public  indignation  had  subsided  f  I 
have  seen  them  appear  in  court,  escorted  by  a  nu- 
merous retinue  of  corrupt  witnesses,  and  even  of 
honest  men,  who,  from  weakness,  submitted  to  in- 
crease the  train  of  their  attendants,  and  lend  them 
the  sanction  of  their  presence ;'  I  have  seen  them, 
in  a'  word,  arm  the  superior  tribunals  against  subor- 
dinate judges  who  had  refused  to  aid  them  in  their 
unjust  proceedings." 

Notwithstanding  these  inconveniences,  there  are 
so  many  modes  of  getting  rid  of  a  rival,  or  of  taking 
vengeance  of  an  enemy ;  so  many  public  accusations 
are  combined  with  private  litigations ;  that  it  may  be 
confidently  asserted,  that  more  causes  are  brought 
before  the  tribunals  of  Athens  than  before  those  of  all 
the  rest  of  Greece.*  This  abuse  is  inevitable  in  a 
state,  which,  inorderto  restore  its  exhausted  finances, 
has  frequently  no  other  resource  but  that  of  facilitat- 
ing public  accusations,  and  of  profiting  by  the  confis- 
cations arising  from  them :  it  is  inevitable  in  a  state 
in  which  the  citizens,  obliged  mutually  to  watch  each 
other,  perpetually  struggling  for  honours,  contending 
for  employments,  and  having  accounts  to  settle  with 
the  government,  necessarily  assume  the  character  of 
spies  and  censors.     A  multitude  of  informers,  uni- 

"  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  606.  *  Id.  ibid.  p.  6 16  et  621. 

y  Id.  ibid.  p.  625.  » Id.  ibid.  p.  617.  •  Xen.  de  Rep. 

Athen.  p.  699. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


286  TRAVEIJS  OF  ANAGUARSfS. 

versally  odiousj  but  at  the  same  time  formidable^ 
inflame  these  intestine  dissensions ;  disseminate  sua* 
picions  and  diffidence  through  society ;  and  auda* 
ciously  seize  on  the  remains  of  the  fortunes  they 
have  ruined.  They  have  indeed  against  them  the 
severity  of  the  laws,  and  the  contempt  of  virtuous 
men ;  butin  their  &vourthey  have  the  pretext  of  pub- 
lic good,  so  often  made  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
ambition  and  private  enmity ;  and  they  have  also, 
what  is  of  still  more  avail  to  obtain  their  ends,  their 
efl^ontery  and  their  insdence. 

The  Athenians  are  less  terrified  than  foreigners 
at  the  vices  of  an  absolute  democracy.  The  extreme 
of  liberty  appears  to  them  so  great  a  blessing,  that 
to  preserve  it  they  sacrifice  even  their  tranquillity. 
Besides^  if  public  accusations  be  a  subject  of  terror 
to  some^  they  contribute  to  the  pleasure  and  enter- 
tainment of  the  rest  of  the  people,  as  they  almost  all 
take  a  particular  delight  in  the  chicane  and  artifices 
of  the  bar,  to  which  they  give  themselves  up  with 
that  ardour  which  especially  characterizes  them  in 
all  their  pursuits.^  Their  activity  derives  new  life 
from  perpetual  and  subtle  discussions  of  their  inte- 
rests ;  and  it  is  possibly  to  this,  more  than  to  any 
other  cause,  that  we  are  to  attribute  that  superior 
penetration,  and  that  turbulent  eloquence,  which 
distinguish  the  Athenians  from  every  other  people 
on  earth. 

^  Aristoph.  in  Pac.  v.  504.    Id.  in  Equit.  v.  1314.    Schol.  ibid. 
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CHAPTER  XIX.     . 

Of  Crimes  and  Punishments. 

Sosijt  penal  kws  are  engraven  on  columns  placed 
near  the  tribunals.''  If  these  could  be  so  multiplied 
as  to  exhibit  an  exact  scale  of  all  offences,  and  the 
corresponding  punishments^  the  judicial  decisions 
would  be  more  equitablei  and  fewer  crimes  would  be 
committed  against  society.  But  no  attempt  has  any 
where  been  made  to  appreciate  each  particular  trans* 
gression  ;  yet  it  is  matter  of  universal  complaint^  that 
there  is  no  uniform  standard  for  the  punishment 
of  tlie  guilty.  The  jurisprudence  of  Athens  suppliesj 
in  many  cases^  the  silence  of  the  laws*  We  have  al* 
ready  satdj  that  when  these  do  not  specify  the  penalty j, 
a  previous  trial  is  necessary  to  declare  the  culprit  con- 
victed of  the  crime^  and  a  second  to  determine  the 
chastisement  he  merits.^  In  the  interval  between 
these  decisions^  the  judges  demand  of  the  offender  to 
what  punishment  he  would  condemn  himself.  He  is 
allowed  to  make  choice  of  that  which  is  the  mildest 
and  least  injurious  to  his  interest^  though  the  accuser 
may  have  caHed  for  the  severest  and  that  most  con-* 

^  Lys.  po  Cakl.  JBratoat  p.  17.  Aivdoc.  de  Myster.  p.  12, 
^  ^schia.  in  Ctesipb.  p.  460.  Herald.  Animadv.  in  Jos,  Auic 
p.  192.  §  3.     Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  335. 
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forroable  to  his  anger  or  his  hatred ;  the  orators 
discuss  both;  and  the  judges^  acting  in  some  mea- 
sure as  arbitrators^  endeavour  to  conciliate  the 
parties^  and  establish  as  just  a  proportion  as  possible 
between  the  offence  and  the  punishment.® 

All  the  Athenians  are  liable  to  suffer  the  same 
punishments ;  all  may  be  deprived  of  life,  of  liberty, 
of  their  country,  of  their  property  and  privileges. 
Let  us  take  a  cursory  view  of  these  different  articles. 

The  laws  of  Athens  punish  with  de^th,  sacrilege;' 
profejiation  of  the  mysteries  ;*  enterprises  against 
the  state,  and  especially  against  the  democracy  ;^ 
deserters  ;*  those  who  give  up  to  the  enemy  a  strong 
hold,  a  galley,  or  a  detachment  of  troops  ;^  all  crimes, 
in  short,  that  directly  attack  religion,  government, 
or  the  life  of  an  individual. 

The  same  punishment  is  inflicted  for  robbery 
committed  in  the  day,  when  exceeding  the  value  of 
fifty  drachmas  ;*or  robbery  by  night  of  the  smallest 
sum ;  for  theft  committed  in  the  baths,  and  in  the 
gymnasia,  no  matter  how  trifling  the  loss.' 

Criminals  are  generally  deprived  of  life  by  the 

*  Ulpian.  in  Demosth.  adv.  Timocr.  p.  822.  '  Xeo.  Hist. 

Grsec  lib.  1.  p.  450.  Id.  Memorab.  lib.  1.  p.  721.  Diod.  lib.  16. 
p.  427.     jElian.  Yar.  Hist  lib.  5.  c.  16.  ^  Andocid.  de  MysU 

part  1.  p.  1.  Plut.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  200.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  33. 
^  Xen.  ut  sopr^.  Andocid.  de  Myst  p.  13.  Flat,  in  PuU.  u  u 
p.  110.  '  Said,  et  Hesych.  in  Avro/ioX.  Pet.  Leg.  Alt  p.  .563. 
^  Lys.  contr.  Philon.  p.  498.  *  Upwards  of  45  livres  (or 

11.  17s.  6A)  *  Xen.  Memor.  lib.  1.  p.  721.  Demosth.  in  Tim. 
p.  791.  Isocr.  in  Lochit  t.  ii.  p.  550.  Aristot  Probl.  sect  29. 
t.  ii.  p.  814.  Pet  Leg.  Att.  p,  528.  Herald.  Animadv.  in  Jos. 
Att  lib.  4.  c  8. 
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cord^  thesword,  or  poison  :"*  sometimes  they  are  made 
to  expire  un.der  the  bastinado  */  sometimes  they  are 
thrown  into  the  sea/  or  into  a  pit  full  of  sharp  spikes^ 
to  hasten  their  death  ;^  for  it  is  considered  as  a  species 
ofdmpiety  to  suffer  even  criminals  to  die  of  hunger .« 

The  citizen  accused  of  certain  crimes  is  detained 
in  prison  until  he  is  tried  ;\  if  condemned  to  die^  until 
his  execution ;"  the  man  who  owes  money^  till  he  has 
paid  hia  debt/  Some  crimes  are  expiated  by  an  im- 
prisonment of  several  years,  or  a  few  days  :*  others 
only  by  perpetual  confinement.'  In  certain  cases 
persons  accused  may  avoid  the  prison  by  giving  bail  ;^ 
in  others,  the  criminals  confined  there  are  loaded 
with  chains,  so  that  they  are  unable  to  move.'' 

Banishment  is  a  punishment  the  more  rigorous  to 
an  Athenian,  as  he  can  no  where  find  the  same  en- 
joyments as.  in  his  own  country,  and  the  resources  of 
firiendship  cannot  alleviate  his  misfortune.  A  citizen 
who  should  grant  him  an  asylum  would  be  subject 
the  same  punishment/ 

This  proscription  takes  place  under  two  remark- 
able circumstances :  1st,  A  man  acquitted  of  an  invo- 

»  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  364.  Pott.  ArchaBolog.  Graec.  lib.  1.  c.  25. 
"  Lys.  in  Agorat.  p.  253  et  257.  **  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Equit. 

T,  1360.  P  Aristoph.  in  Plut.  v.  431.    Id.  in  Equit.  v.  1359: 

Scbol.  ibid.  Dinarch.  adv.  Demosth.  p.  181.  .  "^  Sophocl.  in 
Antig.  V.  786.     Schol.  ibid.  '  Andoc.  de  Myst.  part  2.  p.  7 

et  12.  •  Plat,  in  Phaedon.  t.  i.  p.  58.         *  Andocid.  de  Myst 

part  1.  p.  12.  Demosth.  in  Apat  p.  933.  Id.  in  Aristogit.  p.  837. 
■  Demosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  789,  791  et  792.  *  PJat.  Apol.  Socrat. 
t.  i.  p.  37.  ^  Demosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  795.  '  Plat.  Apol. 

Socrat.  t  i.  p.  37.  Demosth.  in  Timpcr.  p.  789.  Ulpian.  ibid, 
p.  818.         ■  Demosth.  in  Polycl.  p.  1091. 
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tantary  inurdief  must  absent  hiiimelf  for  a  whole  year^ 
nor  rMum  to  Athens  till  he  has  given  i^atisfiLCtion  to 
the  relations  of  the  deceased^  and  puriied  httndf  by 
religious  ceremonies.*'  ^y.  He  >¥lio^  accused  before 
the  Areopagus  of «  pretneditated^murder^  despainsof 
his  caose^aftef  a  first  hearings  may^  before  the  judges 
proceed  to  give  their  votes^  condemn  himself  to  exile> 
and  mtbdraw  unmolested  ."^  His  property  is  confis- 
cated^ but  his  person  is  safe^  provided  he  does  not 
appear  eitha*  in  the  terrkory  of  the  repablic,  or  at 
any  of  the  solemn  festivals  of  Greece;  for^  in  that 
case^  every  Athenian  is  allowed  to  drag  hini  to  justice, 
or  put  him  to  death.  This  is  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  a  murderer  ought  not  to  breathe  the  same 
air^  or  enjoy  the  same  advantages,  -  which  were  en- 
joyed by  the  person  whom  he  has  deprived  of  life."^ 

CSoU'&cations  are  In  a  great  measure  applied  to 
the  public  treasury,  into  which  a)l  fines  are  paid, 
after  deducting  a  tenth  part  for  the  worship  'Of  Mi- 
nerva, and  a  fiftieth  for  that  of  some  ^lOher 'deities.*' 

Degradation  deprives  a  man  of  aH  or  part  of  the 
rights  of  a  oitizen ;  a  penalty  ^ridJy  oonfermable  to 
the  general  order  of  things,  for  it  is  but  just  to  compel 
him  to  renounce  privileges  which  hebasabused.  This 
is  the  punishment  most  easiJy  prroportioned  to  the  of- 
fence, for  it  is  susceptitAe  of  grada^ns  according  to 


*  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  51^.  ^  DemosA.  in  Arislocr.  p.  TfS. 

Poll.  lib.  %.  c,  9.  §  99.         *  De«K>8tlh.  ir  Aristocr.  p.  7fi9  «t  ^tO. 
Hec^  Aiiimad.  in  Jas.  Attic,  p.  300.  ^  Demosik  ;adv. 

Timoor.  ^  791.     Id.  adv.  l^eocr.  p.  85«.     Id.  adv.  Arnltog. 
p.  881.     Id.  adv.  Near. 'p.  86,1. 
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the  nature  aad  number  of  these  privileges/  Some- 
times it  prohibits  the  offender  from  ascending  the 
rostrum,  from  attending  at  the  general  assembly^  or 
fnim  taking  his  seat  among  the  senators  or  judges ; 
sometimes  it  interdicts  him  from  entering  the  tern- 
ples^  and  ail  participation  in  the  sacred  rites;  in 
some  cases  he  is  forbidden  to  appear  in  the  forum^ 
or  to  travel  in  certain  countries ;  in  others^  by  being 
deprived  of  all  his  privileges,  he  is  left  with  only 
the  burthen  of  a  life  destitute  of  enjoyment^  and  m 
liberty  which  he  cannot  exercise.'  This  is  a  very 
heavy  and  highly  salutary  punishment  in  a  demo- 
cracy, inasmuch  as  the  privileges  forfeited  by  tins 
d^nidation  being  there  deemed  of  more  import* 
anee,  and  held  in  higher  estimation,  than  in  other 
governments,  nothing  u  so  mortifying  to  a  dtiieii 
as  to  find  himsdf  reduced  below  his  eqmfe. 
An  individual  in  this  predicament  is  as  it  were  a 
dethroned  cittacen,  left  among  society  as  an  exam^ 
to  otbers. 

This  ittteriictionis  notalwaysattended  with  qppiro* 
fortum.  An  Athenian  who  has  introduced  himself  into 
the  cavalry,  without  undergoing  a  previous  examina^ 
tion,  is  punished,  becanse  he  has  infringed  the  laws  ;^ 
but  be  is  not  dishonoured,  because  he  has  notoffended 
agakistgood  morals.  From  a  necessary  consequence^ 
llie  species  of  stigma  disappears,  when  the  cause 

'  Andocid.  de  Myster.  part  %  p.  10.  ^  Andocid.  de  Myster. 
part  %  p.  10.  Demosth.  Orat.  2.  in  Aristog.  p.  832,  834,  836,  et 
845.  iEsch.  in  Ctesiph.  Lys.  in  Andoc.  p.  115.  Ulpian.  in 
Orat.     Demosth.  adv.  Mid.  p.  662  et  665.  *"  Lys.  in  Alcib. 

p.  277.     Tayl.  Lection.  Lysiac.  p.  717. 
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which  ^ve  rise  to  it  ceases  to  exist.  He  who  stands 
indebted  to  the  public  treasury^  forfeits  the  rights  of 
citizenship  ;  but  he  is  reinstated  in  those  rights  the 
moment  he  has  satisfied  the  claims  of  the  state.'  By 
the  same  train  of  reasoning,  the  republic  does  not 
blush  to  call  to  her  assistance^  in  the  hour  of  immi- 
nent danger,  all  the  citizens  who  have  been  sus- 
pended from  their  functions.^  But  it  is  a  necessary 
step  previously  to  revoke  the  decree  that  had  con- 
demned them;  and  this  revocation  can  only  be 
effected  by  a  tribunal  composed  of  six  thousand 
judges,  and  must  be  subject  to  conditions  imposed 
by  the  senate  and  the  people.* 

Irregularity  of  conduct  and  depravity  of  manners 
produce  another  kind  of  ignominy  which  the  laws 
have  it  not  in  their  power  to  efface ;  but  by  uniting 
their  authority  with  that  of  the  public  opinion,  they 
take  from  the  citizen  who  has  lost  the  esteem  of 
others,  the  resources  he  found  in  his  rank  in  life. 
Thus,  by  excluding  from  public  olfices  and  employ- 
ments the  man  who  has  ill-treated  his  pajrents,"*  the 
soldier  who  has  cowardly  abandoned  his  post,  or  his 
buckler/  they  publicly  brand  him  with  a  mark  of 
infamy  that  necessarily  produces  remorse. 

*  Demosth.  in  Theocr.  p.  857.  Liban.  in  Argum.  Orat.  De- 

Tnosth.  adv.  Arwtog.  page  843.  ^  Andocid.  de  Myst.  page  14. 

Depiosth.  adv.  Aristog.  p.  846.  ^  Demosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  780. 

»  Laert.  in  Solon,  lib.  1.  §  35.  "  Andocid.  de  Myst.  p.  10. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Manners  and  Civil  Life  of  the  Athenians, 

At  the  crowing  of  the  cock,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  enter  the  city  with  their  provisions,  singing 
ancient  ballads.''  At  the  same  hour  the  shops  open 
with  no  little  noise^  and  all  the  Athenians  are  in 
motion. P  Some  resume  the  labours  of  their  pro- 
fession ;  others  disperse  themselves,  in  considerable 
numbers,  among  the  different  tribunals^  to  exercise 
•  the  functions  of  judges. 

Amqng  the  people,  as  well  as  in  the  army,  it  is 
customary  t6  itiake  two  meals  a  day  ;^  but  persons  of 
a  certain  rank  content  themselves  with  one,'  which 
some  eat  at  noon,*  but  the  greater  number  a  little 
before  the  setting  of  the  sun.^  In  the  afternoon  they 
take  a  few  moments  sleep,"*  or  play  with  little  pieces 
of  bone,  or  at  dice,  and  games  of  commerce.' 
In  the  first  of  these  games  they  make  use  of  four 

•  Arisloph.  in  Eccles.  v.  278.  p  Id.  in  Avib.  v.  490.     De- 

metr.  Phaler.  deElocut.  No.  161.  ^  Herodot  lib.  1.  c.  63. 

Xen.  Hist.  Graec.  lib.  5.  p.  573.  Demosth.  in  Everg.  p.  1060. 
Theophr.  Charact.  c.  3.  '  Plat.  Epist.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  326.  Antbol. 
lib.  2.  p.  185.  "  Athen.  lib.  1.  c.  9.  p.  11.  *  Id.  ibid. 

Aristoph.  in  Eccles.  v.  648.     Schol.  ibid.  "Pherecr.  ap. 

Aihen.  lib.  3.  p.  75.  *  Herodot.  lib.  1.  c.  63.     Theoph.  ap. 

Athen.  lib.  12.  p.  532. 
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small  pieces  of  bone,  having  one  of  these  four  num- 
bers^ 1,3,4,  and  6/  on  each  of  their  sides.  From 
their  different  combinations  result  35  throws^  to 
which  they  have  given  the  name  of  gods,  princes, 
heroes,  &c/  Some  are  losing,  and  others  winning 
throws.  The  most  favourable  of  all  is  that  they  call 
Venus,  which  is  when  the  four  bones  turn  up  the 
four  different  numbers.* 

In  the  game  of  dice>  they  likewise  distinguish  lucky 
and  unlucky  throws;^  but  frequently,  without  at- 
tending to  this  di8tinction>  it  i$  only  necessary  to  cast 
a  higher  number  than  the  adversary .«=  The  pair- 
royal  of  six  is  the  most  fortunate  throw ^^^  Only  three 
dice  are  employed  at  this  game.  They  shake  them 
in  a  dice-^box,  and  to  prevent  cheating,  throw  them 
into  a  hollow  cylinder,  through  which  they  pass,  and 
roll  upon  the  chequer-board.*'*  Sometimes,  instead 
of  three  dice,  they  make  use  of  the  three  little  hones 
above  mentioned. 

The  preceding  games  are  games  of  pure  chance, 
but  the  following  entirely  depends  on  judgment.  On 
a  table  on  which  are  traced  lines  or  pyramidal  points/ 

9  Luoian.  de  Amor.  t.  ii.  p.  41&.      PolU  lib.  d.  cap.  ?,  §  100. 
'  Eustk  ad  Iliad,  if/,  p.  1289.     Meurs.  de  Lud.  Graec.  in  'Aarpay, 

*  Lucian.  ibid.  Cicer.  de  Divio,  lib.  1.  p,  13 ;  lib,  2.  c.  21.  t.  iii. 
p.  n  et  64.  ^  Meurs.  de  Lud,  Gr«c.  in  Kv^,  *"  Poll,  lib,  9. 
a  7,  $  117,  ^  iSSschyl,  in  Agam.  ▼.  33,  Schol.  ibid.  Hesych. 
in  Tpcff.  "££.  No.t«  ibid.  <"  ^schin.  in  Timarch.  p.  369.  Poll, 
lik  r.  c.  33.  §  203,  Id.  lib.  10.  c,  31.  §  160.  Harpocr.  in  Aca<rctc. 
et  in  fi^  Vales,  ibid.  Said,  in  Ata^.    Salmas,  in  Vopisc.  p,  469. 

*  S^e  note  XVI.  at  tba  end  of  the  volume.  '  Sophocl,  ap. 
Poll.  lib.  9.  c.  7.  §  97. 
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they  range  on  each  side  pieces,  or  men  of  dif- 
ferent colours .«  The  skill  of  this  game  consists 
in  sustaining  one  piece  by  the  other ;  in  taking  those 
of  the  adversary,  when  he  leaves  them  unguarded  ; 
or  in  blocking  him  up,  so  as  to  prevent  him  from 
advancing  :^  but  he  is  permitted  to  play  again  when 
he  has  made  a  wrong  move.** 

Sometimes  the  latter  game  is  played  with  dice, 
the  player  regulating  the  moves  of  his  men  or  pieces 
by  the  number  he  throws.  In  this  case  it  is  his 
business  to  know  what  throws  will  prove  fatal  or  ad- 
vantageous to  him,  and  to  profit  by  the  favours  of 
fortune,  or  by  judgment  correct  her  caprices.'  This, 
as  well  as  the  preceding  game,  requires  a  number  of 
combinations,  and,  to  excel  in  it,  should  be  practised 
from  early  youth.*  Some  persons  acquire  such  a 
degree  of  skill,  that  their  names  become  celebrated, 
and  no  persons  will  venture  to  play  with  them." 

At  different  times  of  the  day^  and  especially  in  the 
morning,  before  noon,  and  in  the  evening,  before 
supper,  the  company  repair  to  the  banks  X)f  the 
llissus  and  the  environs  of  the  city,  to  enjoy  the  ex-* 
treme  pureness  of  the  air,  and  the  delightful  pro- 


«  Poll.  lib.  9.  c.  7.  §  98.  *  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  487. 
*  Id.  in  Hipparch.  t.  ii.  p.  «29.  He$ych,  et  Stfid^  in  'AvoS^  *  It 
is  presumed  that  this  game  bore  some  reflenabl^nee  tp  the  game 
of  draughts,  or  chess;  and  the  following  to  that  of  back'^am-' 
mon.  The  reader  may  consult  Meors.  de  Lad.  Qneo.  rn  Ilerr. 
Btileng.  de  Lud.  Vetr.  Hyde,  Hist.  Nerd.  Salmas.  in  Vopisc. 
p.  459.  *  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  604.     Plut.  in  Pyrr. 

t.  i.  p.  400.  ^  Plat  de  Rep.  lib.  2.  p.  374.  "»  Athen. 

lib.  1.  c.  14.  p.  16. 
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spects  that  present  themselves  on  every  side ;"  but  the 
usual  place  of  meeting  is  the  forum,  the  most  fre- 
quented part  of  the  whole  city.""  As  it  is  there  that  the 
general  assembly  is  often  held,  and  the  palace  of  the 
senate,  and  the  tribunal  of  the  chief  archon,  are 
situate,  almost  every  one  is  attracted  thither  by  his 
own  private  business,  or  the  affairs  of  the  state."* 
Many  persons  resort  thither  for  amusement,  and 
others  in  search  of  employment.  At  certain  hours, 
the  square,  desired  froni  all  incumbrances  of  the 
market,  leaves  an  open  field  for  those  who  wish  to 
entertain  themselves  with  observations  on  the  crowd, 
or  make  a  display  of  their  own  persons. 

Around  the  square  are  the  shops  of  perfumers,* 
goldsmiths,  barbers,  &c.  open  to  every  person,'  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  state,  anecdotes  of  private 
families,  and  the  vices  or  ridiculous  conduct  of  indi- 
viduals, are  warmly  and  clamorously  discussed.  Prom 
amidst  these  groups,  which,  by  a  confused  motion, 
are  perpetually  separating  and  re-uniting,  issue  a 
thousand  ingenious  or  satirical  pleasantries  against 
those  who  mix  with  the  company  in  a  slovenly  habit," 


"  Plat,  in  Phaed.  t.  iii.  p.  227  et  229.  *»  Meurs.  in  Ceram. 

c.  16.  ^  Demosth.  in  Aristog«  p.  836.  **  Instead  of  saying, 
Let  us  go  to  the  perfumer*  8y  they  said,  Lei  us  go  to  the  perfume  ;  as 
we  say  in  France,  Let  us  go  to  the  coffee^  and  not  coffee-house, 
(AUms  au  caffe.)  Poll.  lib.  10.  c.  2.  §  19.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in 
Equit.  V.  1372.  Spanh.  et  Kuster.,ibid.  "»  Aristoph.  in  Equit. 
Lyi.  adv.  Delat.  p.  413.  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  606.  Id.  in 
Phorm.  p.  942.  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  11.  Casaub.  et  Duport. 
ibid.     Terent.  in  Phorm.  act.  1.  seen.  2.  v.  39.  '  Theophr.. 

Charact.  c.  19. 
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or  presume  to  display  an  offensive  ostentation ;'  for 
this  people;  passionately  addicted  to  raillery,  are  ex- 
pert at  a  kindof  facetiousness  the  more  formidable^  as 
the  severity  of  their  satire  is  artfully  concealed  under 
it*  Sometimes  we  meet  with  a  select  company,  and 
instructive  conversation,  in  the  different  porticoes 
dispersed  through  the  city."  Such  little  parties  can- 
not but  be  numerous  among  the  Athenians.  Their 
insatiable  thirst  for  news,  arising  from  the  natural 
activity  of  their  minds,  and  the  idleness  of  their 
lives,  forces  them  to  seek  the  society  of  each  other. 

This  taste,  which  is  so  predominant  as  to  draw  on 
them  the  name  of  Loiterers  or  Loungers,*  in  time  of 
war  becomes  a  kind  of  madness.  Then  it  is^  that  in 
public,  and  in  private,  their  conversations  turn  on  mi- 
litary expeditions,  and  that  their  first  question  on 
meeting  is.  What  news  V  Then  are  seen,  on  every 
side,  those  swarms  of  news-mongers,  tracing  out 
upon  the  ground,  or  on  a  wall,  the  map  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  the  army  then  is,»  loudly  proclaiming, 
its  successes,  and  whispering  its  defeats  ;*  collect- 
ing and  exaggerating  rumours  which  either  throw 
the  city  into  the  most  immoderate  joy,  or  plunge  it 
into  dread  and  despair.^ 

The  Athenians  employ  their  hours  of  peace  in 
amusements  of  a   more  pleasing  nature.     As  the 

■  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  21.         '  Lucian.  de  Gymn.  t.  ii.  p.  897. 
"  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  2.  »  Aristoph.  in  Equit.  v.  1260. 

y  Demosth.  Philipp.  1.  p.  49.  '  Plut.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  199 ; 

in  Nic.  p.  531.  *  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  8.         •»  Plut.  in  Nic. 

t.  i.  p.  542.     Id.  in  Garrul.  t.  ii.  p.  509. 
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greater  part  of  them  cultivate  their  own  estates^ 
they  mount  their  horses  in  the  morning,  and^  after 
directing  the  labours  of  their  slaves,  return  in  the 
evening  to  the  city.^ 

Their  time  is  sometimes  filled  up  with  hunting/ 
and  the  exercises  of  the  gymnasium.  "^  Besides  the 
public  baths,  whither  the  people  flockin  crowds^  and 
which  serve  the  poor  as  an  asylum  against  theincle- 
mencies  of  winter/ private  persons  have  baths  in 
their  houses/  and  the  use  of  them  has  become  so  in- 
dispensable, that  they  are  introduced  even  on  board 
their  vessels.**  They  frequently  bathe  after  their 
walk>  and  almost  always  previous  to  a  repast.'  They 
come  out  of  the  bath  perfumed  with  essences ;  and 
these  odours  mingle  with  those  they  carefully 
sprinkle  over  their  garments,  which  are  distinguish- 
ed by  different  names^  according  to  the  difference 
of  their  form  and  colours.^ 

In  general  they  are  contented  with  throwing  over 
a  tunic  that  descends  to  the  mid-leg'  a  mantle  which 
almost  entirely  covers  them.  None  but  the  country 
people,  or  persons  without  education,  tuck  up  the 
different  parts  of  their  dress  above  the  knee." 

Many  persons  go  barefooted  /  others^  whether  in 

*^  Xenoph.  CEconom.  p.  831.  ^  Id.  ibid.  Plftt.  de  Rep.  lib. 
2.  p.  373.  Arifltopk.  in  Av.  v,  1062L  « Plat,  de  lUp.  lib.  &. 
t.  ii.  p.  452.  '  Ariatoph.  in  Plut.  v.  535.  Schol.  ibid.  ^  Plat, 
in  Phaed.  1  i.  p.  116.  Demosth.  in  Conon.  p.  1110.  Theophr. 
cap.  28.  **  Spanh.  in  Aristoph.  Nub.  v.  987.  *  Id.  ibid. 

^  Poll.  lib.  7.  c.  13.  Winkel.  Hist,  de  I'Art,  lir.  4.  c  5.    'Tbucyd. 
lib.  1.  c.  61.  "  Tbeophr.  Charact.  cap«  4.     Gasaub.  ibid. 

Athen.  lib.  1.  c.  18.  p.  21.  •*  Plat,  in  Fhaed.  t.  iii.  p.  229, 

Athen.  lib.  13.  c.  5.  p.  583. 
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the  city,  or  cm  a  journey,  nay,  dometimes  even  atpro-^ 
cessions,''  cover  their  heads  with  a  kurge  slouched  hat. 

In  the  form  and  disposition  of  the  several  parts  of 
dre^s,  the  men  are  expected  to  study  decency,  the 
women  to  unite  elegance  with  taste.  The  latter  wear, 
1st,  a  white  tunic,  which  is  fastened  with  buttons  over 
the  shoulders,  closely  bound  under  the  bosom  with  a 
brgad  sash,^  and  descends  in  waving  folds  down  to 
the  heels  ;">  3dly,  a  shorter  robe,  confined  round  the 
waist  by  a  broad  riband,'  and,  like  the  tunic,  bdt*. 
dered  at  the  bottom  by  stripes  or  edgings  of  different 
colours :'  sometimes  it  has  sleeves  covering  only  pait 
of  the  arm:  3dly,  a  robe,  which  is  sometimes  WMU 
gathered  up  like  a  scarf,  and  at  others  suffered  to  un^ 
fold  itself  over  the  body,  the  contours  and  pfOip»* 
tions  of  which  it  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  display ; 
for  this  they  often  substitute  a  light  mantlet/  When 
they  go  out,  they  wear  a  veil  over  their  heads. 

Flax,"  cotton,'  and,  above  all,  wool,  are  the  materi- 
als of  which  the  garments  of  the  Athenians  are  most 
usually  made.  The  tunic  was  formerly  of  linen  'J  it 
is  now  of  cotton.  The  common  people  wear  a  cloth 
which  has  not  been  dyed,  and  which  will  wash<* 
The  rich  usually  prefer  cloths  of  various  ccdours. 
They  particularly  esteem  those  dved  scarlet  by  means 
of  little  seeds  of  a  reddish  colour  gathered  from  a 

®  Drawings  of  Nointel,  in  the  king's  library  at  Paris.      ^  Achill. 
Tat.  deClitoph.  et  Leucip.  Arao.  lib.  I.e.  1.  *»  Poll.  lib.  7. 

c.  16.  "Id.  ibid.  cap.  14.  §  65.  '  Id.  ibid.  c.  13.  $  51. 

c.  14.  §  16.  »  Winkelm.  Hist,  de  I'Art,  liv.  4.  c.  5.  p.  185. 

■  Poll.  lib.  7.  c.  16.  *  Id.  ibid.  c.  17.  Pausan.  lib.  5.  p.  384  ; 
lib.'  7.  p.  578.  Gogufit,  de  TOrig.  des  Lois,  &c.  U  i,  p.  120. 
^  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c.  6.         •  Forar.  de  Re  Vest.  lib.  4.  c.  13. 
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certain  shrub/  but  they  set  a  still  higher  value  on 
purple^  and  especially  on  the  cloths  of  a  very  deep 
red  and  inclining  to  violet/ 

Very  light  dresses  are  made  for  summer.*  In 
winter  some  wear  large  robes  imported  frpm  Sardes^ 
the  cloth  of  which>  manufactured  at  Ecbatana  in 
Media,  is  covered  with  thick  flocks  of  wool,  intended 
to  defend  the  wearer  from  the  cold.* 

We  likewise  see  stuffs  embroidered  with  gold/ 
and  others  worked  with  the  most. beautiful  flowers 
in  the  natural  colours  /  but  these  are  employed 
only  in  the  vestments  with  which  they  coyer  the 
statues  of  the  gods/  or  for  the  dress  of  the  actors  at 
the  theatre,*  To  prevent  modest  women  from 
wearing  them,  the  laws  direct  that  they  shall  be 
worn  by  females  of  loose  reputation.' 

The  Athenian  women  paint  their  eye-brows 
black,  and  apply  to  their  faces  a  layer  of  ceruse  or 
white  lead,  with  deep  tints  of  rouge.*  They  sprinkle 
over  their  hair,  which  they  ornament  with  flowers," 
a  yellow-coloured  powder.*"  In  proportion  as  they 
wish  to  increase  or  diminish  their  stature^  they  wear 
higher  or  lower  heels."" 

•  Goguet,  de  TOrig.  des  Lois,  &c.  t  i.  p- 105.  ^  Plut.  in 

Alcibiad.  U  i.  p.  198.  ^  Goguet,  de  I'Orig.  des  Lois,  &c.  t  i. 

p.  lOa         *  SchoL  Aristoph.  in  Af.  ▼.  716.  '  Aristoph.  in 

Vesp,  V.  113«.  '  Pott.  lib.  4.  cap.  18.  §  115.  '  Plat,  de 

Rep.  lib.  8.  t  ii.  p.  557.  ^  Aristot.  CEcon.  t.  i.  p.  511. 

^ian.  lib.  1.  cap.  20.        *  Pott.  lib.  4.  c  18.  §  116.  ^  Pet 

Leg.  Alt  p.  477.  '  Xen.  Memor.  p.  847.     Lys.  de  Cede 

EratosUi.  p.  8.  Eubul.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  18.  p.  557.  Akz.  ibid.  p. 
568.  Etymol.  Magn.  in  'Eif^c^i.  "  Simon,  ap.  Stob.  serm.  71. 
p.  4S6.  *  Schol.  Theocr.  in  IdyU.  9.  ▼.  88.  Hesych.  in  Gctifr. 
Salm.  in  PUn.  p.  1163.  *  Lys.  in  Simon,  p.  7^     Xen.  ibid. 

Akx.  ap.  Atben.  ib. 
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Shut  up  in  their  apartments^  they  are. deprived  of 
the  pleasure  of  participating  in,  and  adding  to,  the; 
pleasure  of  the  companies  assembled  by  their  hus- 
bands. The  law  permits  them  to  go  out  in  the  day 
only  on  certain  occasions,  and  never  in  the  night- 
time but  in  a  carriage,  and  with  a  flambeau  to  light 
them;*^  but  this  law,  defective,.because  it  isimpos- 
siUe  to  extend  its  operation  to  ali  conditions,  leaves 
the  women  of  the  lower  classes  in. a  state  of  perfect 
liberty,'*  and  is  become,  for  those  of  a  higher  class, 
only  a  mere  rule  of  decorum,. a  rule  which  urgency 
of  business,  on  the  slightest  pretexts,  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  violating  every  day.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  occasions  on  which  they  may  leave  their 
retirement..  Private  ceremonies,  to  which  no  men 
have  access,  often  assemble  them  among  themselves;' 
and  in  public  festivals  they  are  present  at  the  spec- 
tacles as  well  as  the  ceremonies  of  the  temple.  But 
in  general  they  are  not  to  appear  unless  attended  by 
eunuchs,*  or  female  slaves  who  belong  to  them,  or 
are  occasionally  hired  in  order  to  enlarge  their  re- 
tinue.'' If  their  dress  or  carriage  be  not  decent, 
magistrates,  appointed  to  watch  over  them,,  impose 
on  them  a  heavy  penalty,  and  inscribe  their  sen- 
tence on  a  tablet,  which  they  suspend  on  one  of  the 
plane  trees  of  the  public  walk.' 

P  Plut.  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  90.  .  ^  Arislot.  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  c. 

15.  torn.  ii.  p.  383.  ""  Pint,  in  Pericl.  torn.  i.  p.  157  et  160. 

'  Aristoph.  Lysist.  v.  1.     Schol.  ibid.  '  Terent.  in  Eunuch, 

act.  1.  seen.  2.  v.  87.  "  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  22.     Casaub. 

ibfd.         ""  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  §  112.     Not,  Jung.  ibid. 
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But  they  are  sometimeB  indemnified  for  the  re- 
straint in  which  they  live  by  testimonials  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature.  I  one  day  met  the  young  Leucippe^ 
vrhose  budding  and  hitherto  unknown  charms  shone 
through  a  veil^  lifted  up  at  intervals  by  the  wind. 
She  was  returning  from  the  temple  of  Ceres^  with  her 
mother  and  some  slaves.  The  young  Athenians,  who 
eagerly  followed  her  steps>  could  only  obtain  a  mo- 
mentary glimpse  of  her ;  yet  the  next  day  I  read  on 
the  door  of  her  house^  at  the  comer  of  the  streets^  on 
the  barkof  trees^  and  in  the  most  publk  places^  these 
words  written  by  different  hands:  ''Leuci{^  is 
beautiful :  none  is  so  beautiful  as  Leucippe.'" 

The  Athenians  were  formerly  so  jealous^  that  they 
would  not  permit  their  women  to  show  themselves  at 
the  window/  They  have  since  discovered  that  this 
excessive  severity  oaly  served  to  hasten  the  evil  they 
were  so  anxious  to  prevent.*"  Still  however  they  are 
not  permitted  to  be  visited  by  men  in  the  absence  of 
their  husbands;^  and  should  a  husbanrd  surprise  his 
rival  in  the  act  of  dishonouring  him^  be  may  put  him 
to  death/  or  oblige  him  by  torments  to  ransom  his 
life  :^  but  if  the  wife  has  only  yielded  to  force^  he  can 
demand  no  more  than  a  pecuniary  fine  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  judges.    It  has  been  thought^  widi 


y  Eurip.  ap.  Eustath.  in  lib.  (.  Iliad,  torn.  ii.  p.  639.  Callim. 
ap.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Acharn.  v.  144.  Kuster.  ibid.  Sutd«  in 
Ra^  '  Aristopb.  in  Thesmopb.  ▼.  799  et  804.  *  Menand. 
ap.  Stob.  serm,  79.  p.  440.  ^  Demosth.  in  Everg.  page  1087 

et  1060.  "^  Lys.  pro  Caed.  Erastoth.  page  15*        "^Aristoph. 

in  Plut.  V.  168.     Schol.  ibid. 
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reasODj  that  violence^  on  such  occasions^  is  less  to 
be  dreaded  than  seduction.'' 

The  first  publication  of  an  infidelity  of  this  nature 
is  not  the  only  punishment  reserved  for  the  guiky 
and  convicted  wife.  She  is  instantly  repudiated; 
the  laws  exclude  her  for  ever  from  all  religious  ce* 
remonies :'  and  should  she  venture  to  appear  in  an 
elegant  dress,  every  one  has  a  right  to  strip  her  of 
her  ornaments^  to  tear  her  clothes^  and  to  reproadi 
her  in  the  most  opprobrious  terms.^ 

A  husband  obliged  to  repudiate  his  wife^  must 
first  address  himself  to  a  tribunal  in  which  one  of  the 
chief  magistrates  presides.*"  The  same  tribunal  re- 
ceives the  complaints  of  wives  who  seek  to  be  divorced 
from  their  husbands.  There  was  it  that,  after  long 
conflicts  between  jealousy  and  love,  the  wife  of  Alci- 
biadesj  the  virtuous  and  too  sensible  Hipparete^  ap-« 
peared.  While  with  trembling  hand  she  was  present- 
ing the  memorial  setting  forth  her  grievances,  Alci« 
blades  suddenly  arrived^  and  taking  her  under  his 
arm,  without  the  least  resistance  on  her  part,  crossed 
the  forum  with  her^  amidst  the  general  applauses 
of  the  people,  and  led  her  back  quietly  to  his  house,' 
The  irregularities  of  this  Athenian  were  so  public, 
that  this  action  of  Hipparete  neither  injured  the  re* 
putation  of  her  husband,  nor  her  own.  But  in  ge-  « 
neral  women  of  a  certain  condition  dare  not  apply 

®  Lys.  pro  Caed.  Eratosth.  p.  18.  'Demosth.  in  Neaer. 

p.  875.  »  Mschm.m  Timarch.  p.  289.  ^  Pet.  in  Leg. 

Alt.  p.  467  et  459.  *  Andoc.  ia  Alcib.  p.  30,     Pint  in 

Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  195. 
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for  a  divorce ;  and  whether  it  be  from  weakness  or 
from  pride^  the  greater  part  of  them  rather  choose 
to  submit  to  unworthy  treatment  in  private^  than 
free  themselves  by  an  open  rupture  that  must  ex- 
pose their  husbands  or  themselves  to  shame.''  It  is 
unnecessary  to  add^  that  a  divorce  leaves  the  parties 
at  liberty  to  contract  a  new  marriage. 

The  rigour  of  the  laws,  however,  cannot  extin- 
guish in  the  heart  the  natural  desire  of  pleasing, 
which  the  precautions  of  jealousy  serve  only  to  in- 
flame. The  Athenian  women,  removed  from  all  pub- 
lic affairs  by  the  constitution  of  the  government,  and 
strongly  incited  to  voluptuousness  by  the  influence 
of  the  climate,  often  know  no  ambition  but  that  of 
being  beloved,  no  care  but  that  of  dress,  and  no  vir- 
tue but  the  apprehension  of  a  stain  upon  their 
honour.  As  they  are  generally  extremely  careful  to 
conceal  themselves  beneath  the  veil  of  mystery,  few 
of  them  have  become  famous  for  their  gallantries. 

This  celebrity  is  reserved  for  the  courtezans. 
The  laws  protect  these  women  as  a  corrective  pos- 
sibly of  more  odious  vices  :^  and  the  public  manners 
are  not  sufficiently  alarmed  at  the  outrages  they  re- 
ceive from  them  :  nay,  the  abuse  is  carried  to  such  a 
heightas  openly  to  wound  both  reason  ^nd  decorum. 
A  married  woman  seems  only  destined  to  superin- 
tend domestic  affiurs,  and  to  perpetuate  the  name  of 
a  family  by  giving  children  to  the  republic."   Young 


*  Eurip.  ia  Med.  v.  236.         »  Athen.  lib.  13.  p.  569.         "  De- 
mosth.  in  Neaer.  p.  881. 
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men  at  their  first  entrance  into  the  worlds  men  of  a 
more  advanced  period  of  life,  magistrates^  philoso- 
phers^ almost  all  persons  possessed  of  a  tolerable  in- 
come^ reserve  their  complaisance  for  their  kept  mis- 
tresses^ with  whom  they  pass  part  of  the  day,  and  who 
sometimes  bring  them  children,  whom  they  adopt,  and 
incorporate  with  their  legitimate  offspring/ 

Some  of  these  women,  brought  up  in  the  art  of 
seduction  by  females  who  add  the  force  of  example 
to  the  instructions,**  vie  with  each  other  in  endea- 
vours to  surpass  their  models.  The  charms  of  beauty 
and  of  youth,  the  graces  of  their  person,  elegance  of 
dress,  music,  dancing,  and  every  pleasing  and  polite 
accomplishment,  a  cultivated  mind,  happy  sallies  of 
wit,  and  the  play  of  language  and  sentiment,*"  all  are 
employed  by  them  to  captivate  and  retain  their  ad- 
mirers ;  and  such  fascination  is  there  in  these  allure- 
ments, that  those  they  have  ensnared  frequently 
dissipate  on  these  syrens  their  fortunes,  and  sacri- 
fice their  honour,  until,  abandoned  for  some  fresh 
victim,  they  are  left  to  drag  out  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  in  ignominy  and  regret. 

Notwithstanding  the  power  these  courtezans  pos- 
sess over  their  votaries,  they  must  not  show  them- 
selves in  the  streets  with  rich  trinkets  or  jewels  ;^ 
nor  dare  men  in  ofiice  appear  with  them  in  public' 

Besides  the  danger  which  young  persons  are  ex- 

"  Athen.  lib.  13.  page  576  et  577.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  page  141. 
"*  Alex.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  13.  p.  568.  Demosth.  ia  Neaer.  p.  863. 
»  Athen.  lib.  13.  p.  577,  583,  &e.  ^  Terent.  in  Eunuch,  act.  4. 
seen.  1.  v.  13.     Meurs.  Them.  Att.  lib.  1.  c.  6.  '  Terent.  ib, 

act.  3.  seen.  2.  ▼.  42. 
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posed  to  from  these  women^  they  frequently  have 
but  too  much  reason  to  regret  the  time  they  mis- 
spend in  certain  destructive  houses,  the  haunts  of 
gamesters,  and  where  great  wagers  are  often  made 
at  cock-fights.*    They  have  stiH  farther  to  dread 
even  the  consequences  of  that  institution  which 
formed  part  of  their  education,  and  the  spirit  of 
which  they  misapjrfy.     Scarcely  have  they  left  the 
gymnasium    before,  animated  with  the   desire  of 
distinguishing  themselves  in  the  chariot  and  horse- 
races that  are  exhibited  at  Athens,  and  in  the  other 
Grecian  cities,  they  abandon  themsdves  without 
reserve  to  all  these  exercises.    They  set  up  rich 
equipages,  and  maintain  an  immoderate  number  of 
dogs  and  horses  ;*  expenses  which,  added  to  the  os- 
tentatlbn  of  their  dress,  soon  totally  dissipate  the  in- 
heritance they  have  received  from  their  ancestors.* 

In  general,  every  person  walks  on  foot  at  Athens, 
whether  in  the  city  or  the  environs.  The  rich  some* 
times  make  use  of  chariots  and  litters,  the  perpetual 
objects  of  the  censure  and  envy  of  their  fellow*citi- 
zens ;'  sometimes  they  arefdlowed  by  a  servant  car- 
rying a  folding  chair,  that  they  may  sit  down  in  the 
fcM'um,'  and  as  often  as  they  are  fatigued  with  walk- 
ing.'   The  men  almost  always  appear  with  a  cane;* 

*  IsQcr.  Areop.  t.  i.  p.  335.  JSschiiu  ia  Tim.  p.  268.  *  Plut 
in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  196.  Terent.  ia  Andr.  act,  1.  seen.  1.  v.  28. 
"  Aristopb.  ia  Nub.  v.  13.  '  Dem.  io  Mid.  p.  628.    Id.  in 

Phenip.  p.  1025.  .Dioarcli.  adv.  Demosth.  p.  177.  '  Aristopb. 
in  Equit.  v.  1381.  Hesych.  in  'Okkai,  ^  Plat,  in  Protag.  1 1. 
p.  310.  Aristopb.  in  Eccles.  y.  74.  f  Aristorpb.  in  Equit.  v. 
1345.     Scbol.ibid.     Poll.  lib.  7.  §  174. 
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tbe  women  very  often  with  a  parasol  At  nigbt 
they  are  lighted  by  a  slave^  who  carries  a  flambeau 
ornamented  with  different  colours.^ 

For  a  few  of  the  first  days  after  my  arrival  I 
ajnnused  myself  with  examining  the  bills  stuck  up 
over  tbe  doors  of  the  houses.  On  some  of  them  I 
read:  A  bouse  to  seli^;^  a  house  to  I4ET.  On 
others :  This  is  the  house  op  such  a  oto,  let  no- 
twifG  Bvii*  enter/  I  did  not  gratify  this  little  curio- 
sity for  nothing ;  for^,  in  the  principal  streets,  the 
passsenger  is  continually  pushed,  squeezed,  and 
crowded  by  a  multitude  of  people  on  foot  and  on 
horseback,  by  carters/  water-carriers/  criers  of 
edicts/  beggairs/  and  labourers.  One  day,  whilst  I 
was  with  Diogenes  looking  at  some  little  dogs  trained 
to  perform  a  number  of  tricks,*  one  of  these  labourers 
passing  along,  carrying  a  great  beam,  gave  him  a 
violent  blow  with  it,  and  then  cried  out:  ^^Take 
care.** — ^'  What,'*  said  Diogenes, "  are  you  going  to 
strike  me  a  second  time  ?"^ 

Persons  not  attended  at  night  by  servants,  are  in 
danger.of  being  robbed,*  notwithstanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  magistrates,  who  are  obliged  to  take  their 
nightly  rounds.""    The  city  maintains  a  guard  of 

^  Ariatoph.  ia  Nub.  v.  614.  Id.  in  Lycistr.  v.  1310.  Schol. 
ia  Vesp.  V.  1364.  *  Laert  in  Diog.  lib.  6.  $  47.  *  Id.  ibid. 
§  39,  Clem,  Alex.  Stom.  lib.  7.  p,  843,  *  Plut.  io  Alcib.  t.  i. 
p,  IW,  ^  ^liaa^  Var.  Hiat.  lib.  9.  c*  17.  «  Ariatoph.  in  Av. 
y.  1038«  *"  laocr.  Areop.  t.  i.  p.  353  et  354.  *  Xenoph.  de 
Admin.  Domest.  p.  855.  ^  Laert.  lib.  6.  Ml-  '  Ariatoph. 
in  Ecicles,  r.  664.  ^  Ulpian.  in  Orat.  Demosth.  adv.  Mid. 
page  650. 
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Scythians/  to  be  in  readiness  to  assist  the  magis- 
trates to  carry  the  judgments  of  the  courts  of  justice 
into  execution^  and  to  preserve  good  order  in  the 
general  assemblies  and  at  public  ceremonies.''  They 
pronounce  the  Greek  in  so  barbarous  a  manner^  as 
to  be  sometimes  ridiculed  on  the  stage ;'  and  are  so 
fond  of  wine,  as  to  render  the  expression,  '^to  drink 
like  a  Scythian/""  proverbial  for  drinking  to  excess. 

The  people  are  naturally  abstemious.   Their  chief 
food  consists  of  salt  meat  and  vegetables.     Such  as 
are  unable  to  maintain  themselves,  either  in  conse- 
quence of  wounds  they  have  received  in  war,  or  be- 
cause their  misfortunes  have  rendered  them  inca- 
pable of  working,  are  paid  daily  from  the  public 
treasury  one  or  two  oboli,'  granted  them  by  the  as- 
sembly of  the  nation.     This  list  of  persons  who  are 
the  objects  of  this  benefaction  is  from  time  to  time 
examined  in  the  senate,  and  the  names  of  those  who 
are  no  longer  entitled  to  receive  it  struck  off/    The 
necessities  of  the  poor  are  relieved  likewise  by  other 
means.     Every  new  moon  the  rich  expose  provisions 
in  certain  public  places  in  honour  of  the  goddess  He- 
cate, which  are  left  to  the  disposal  of  the  populace.* 

^  Aristoph.  in  Acharn.  v.  54.  Schol.  ibid.  Suid.  in  To£or. 
Meurs.  Ceram.  Gem.  cap.  16.  Jungerra.  in  Poll.  lib.  8-  c,  10. 
§  132.  **  Aristoph.  in  Lysist.  v.  434.         p  Id.  in  Thesmoph. 

V.  1016.  Schol.  ibid.  Demetr.  de  Elocut.  ^  96.  ^  Herod.  lib.  6* 
c.  84.  Aristot.  Problem,  sect.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  695.  Athen.  lib.  10. 
c.  7.  p.  27.  '  Lys.  adv.  Delat.  p.  414  et  416.  Aristid.  in  Pana- 
tben.  t.  ii.  p.  331.  Hesych.  et  Harpocr.  in  *A5t/v.  •  Mschm.  in 
Timarch.  p.  276.  '  Aristoph.  in  Plut.  v.  594.     Schol.  ibid. 

Demosth.  in  Conon.  p.  1114. 
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.  I  bad  taken  an  exact  account  of  the  pilce  of  the 
different  articles  of  provision,  but  this  I  have  lost. 
I  can  only  recollect  that  the  usual  price  of  corn''  was 
five  drachmas  the  medimnus.*  The  best  ox''  was 
worth  about  eighty  drachmas  ;f  a  sheep,  the  fifth 
part  of  the  value  of  an  ox/  or  about  sixteen 
drachmas;;];  a  lamb,  tendrachmas.^' 

It  will  naturally  be  imagined  that  these  prices  in- 
crease in  times  of  dearth.  The  medimnus  of  wheat 
has  been  known  to  rise  from  five  drachmas,  its  ordi- 
nary value,  to  sixteeii  drachmas,  and  that  of  barley 
as  high  as  eighteen.''  Independent  of  these  tran- 
sient causes,  it  was  observed  during  my  stay  at 
Athens,  that  for  about  the  last  seventy  years  the 
price  of  every  article  had  been  continually  rising, 
and  that  wheat  in  particular  was  then  dearer  by  two 
fifths  than  during  the  Peloponnesian  war.^ 

We  do  not  here  meet  with  such  splendid  fortunes 
as  in  Persia ;  and  when  I  speak  of  the  opulence  and 
ostentation  of  the  Athenians,  it  is  only  relatively  to 
the  other  states  of  Greece.     A  small  number  of  fa- 

■  Demosth.  ad  Phorm.  p.  946.  *  4  livres  10  sols  (or 

three  shillings  and  nine-pence),  reckoning  the  drachma  at  18 
sols  (or  nine-pence),  and  the  medimnus  at  something  above  4 
bushels  (Goguet,  Orig.  des  Lois,  t.  iii.  p.  260),  our  septier  (a 
French  measure  of  12  bushels)  of  corn  would  have  been  worth 
about  13  of  our  livres  (or  ten  shillings  and  ten-pence  English). 
*  Marmor.  Sandwic.  p.  35,  t  72  livres  (or  3/.  sterling), 

y  Demetr.  Phaler.  ap.  Plut.  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  91.  f  About  14 

livres  8  sols  (or  12s.)  §  9  livres  (or  7s.  6d)  See  note  XVII. 
at  the  end  of  the  volume.  '  Menand.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4.  p.  146 ; 
et  lib.  8.  p.  364.  ^  Demosth.  adv.  Phorm.  p.  946.     Id.  adv. 

Phaenip.  p.  1025.         ^  Aristoph.  in  Eccles.  v.  380  et  543. 
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miliesi  however^  have  enriched  themselves  by  com- 
merce^ and  some  by  silver  mines  they  possess  at 
Lauricum^  a  mountain  of  Attica.  The  other  citizens 
esteem  themselves  masters  of  a  decent  fortune^  when 
they  have  estates  to  the  value  of  fifteen  or  twenty- 
talents^*  and  are  able  to  give  theu*  daughters  a  mar- 
riage portion  of  a  hundred  minee.f  "^ 

Though  the  Athenians  have  the  intolerable  fimlt 
of  lending  an  ear  to  calumny^  without  a  piioper  in- 
quiry into  facts/  they  are  malignant  only  from  frivo- 
lousness;  and  it  is  a  common  remark^  that^  when 
good^  they  are  better  than  the  other  Greeks,  because 
their  goodness  is  not  a  virtue  of  education/ 

The  common  people  are  more  rude  and  noisy 
here  than  perhaps  any  where  else ;  but  among  the 
first  dass  of  citizens  we  i^ee  that  decorum  that  im- 
presses us  with  an  idea  that  a  man  has  a  proper 
esteem  for  himself^  and  that  pdliteness  which  has  the 
appearance  of  esteem  for  others^  universally  prevail. 
Good  company  requires  a  propriety  of  language  and 
behaviour/  It  requires  that  those  marks  of  respect^ 
by  which  men  are  prepossessed  in  favour  of  each 
other^  should  be  properly  adapted  to  times  and  per- 
soiia;'  and  considers  an  affected  or  precipitate  car- 
riage as  a  mark  of  vanity  or  levity  ;^  and  a  blunt, 

♦  The  talent  was  worth  5400  livres  (or  »5f.)  sterling, 
f  dOOO  livres  (or  3751.)  sterling.  See  note  XVIII.  at  the  end 
of  the  volame.  °  Demosth.  in  Steph.  1.  p.  078.  '  Plat 

Reip.  Ger.  Praecept.  t.  ii.  p.  799.  *  Plat,  de  Leg.  Hb.  1.  t.  ii. 

p.  642.  '  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  c.  17.  t.  ii.  p.  448.  Theophr. 
Charact.  c.  4.  'Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  4.  c.  1%  t  ii*  p.  54. 

Spanh.  in  Aristoph.  Pint.  r.  325.^     ^  Demosth.  in  FanUen.  p.  995. 
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sententious,  or  too  lofty  tone,  as  a  proof  of  bdd 
education  or  rusticity.'  All  peevish  whims/  over- 
strained officiousness,  disdainful  airs,  and  studied 
sing;ukrities,  are  likewise  condemned  by  the  laws  of 
good  company. 

The  same  laws  require  a  certain  facility  of  man- 
ners, equally  remote  from  that  crouching  ccmiplai- 
sance  thatiipproves  every  thing,  and  that  ill-humoured 
austerity  which  nothing  can  please.'  But  what  dis^ 
tinguishes  good  company  most  k  a  delicate  and  light 
pleasantry,"*  which  unites  decency  with  freedom ; 
which  we  must  pardon  in  others,  and  secure  pardon 
for  in  ourselves;  which  few  people  know  how  to 
employ,  and  fewer  still  are  able  to  understand.  It 
consists — No,  I  will  say  no  more.  Those  who  know 
what  it  is  will  understand  me,  and  it  would  be  jm- 
posable  to  explain  myself  to  others.  It  is  charac- 
terised at  present  by  the  name  of  address  and  dex- 
terity, because  wit  should  never  sparkle  but  in  favour 
of  others,  and  because,  in  its  most  brilliant  strokes, 
its  object  should  always  be  to  please,  and  not  to 
offend."  Yet  it  is  often  confounded  with  satire, 
coarse  humour,  or  buffoonery ;  "*  for  each  society  has 
its  particular  tone.  That  of  good  company  has  been 
almost  entirely  formed  in  our  own  times :  as  a  proof  of 
which  we  need  only  compare  the  ancient  dramatic 

'  Oemosth.  in  Pantaen.  p.  995.  Arktot.  de  Rhet.  libb  3.  c.  21. 
U  iL  p.  572.  Thtophr.  GharacL  e.  4.  ^  Theophr.  Charact. 
c  15, 16  fit  17.  >  Aristot  de  Mor.  lib.  4.  c.  1%  t.  ii.  p.  54. 

Id.  Bhet  lib.  %  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  552.  ""  Id.  Ma||^.  Moral,  lib.  1. 
c.  31.  t4  ii.  p.  164.  Id.  Rhet.  p.  552.  °  Arist.  de  Mor.  lib.  4. 
c.  14.  t.  ii.  p.  56.         ""  Isocr.  Areop.  i.  i.  p.  336. 
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pieces  with  the  modern.  Scarcely  half  a  century 
has  elapsed  since  comedies  were  filled  with  indeli- 
cate expressions^  and  disgusting  obscenities^  which 
at  this  day  would  not  be  endured  for  a  moment.^ 

In  Athens  there  are  several  societies,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  enter  into  a  mutual  engagement  to 
assist  each  other.  If  a  judicial  prosecution  be  com- 
menced against  any  one  of  them,  or  if  he  be  attacked 
by  his  creditors,  he  has  instant  recourse  to  the  succour 
of  his  associates.  In  the  first  case,  they  accompany 
him  to  his  trial,  and  serve,  should  it  be  necessary,  as 
advocates  or  witnesses ; '  in  the  second,  they  advance 
the  sum  necessary  to  extricate  him  from  his  difficulties 
without  requiring  any  interest  for  it,  and  prescribe  no 
other  time  for  the  repayment  of  the  loan,  than  the 
re-establishment  of  his  fortune  or  his  credit/  If  he 
afterwards  fiiil  in  his  engagements,  when  able  to 
fulfil  them,  he  is  not  indeed  liable  to  a  prosecution, 
but  his  honour  is  lost.'  They  sometimes  meet  and 
cement  their  friendly  union  by  entertainments,  at 
which  good  humour  and  innocent  freedom  preside.^ 
These  associations,  originally  founded  on  noble  and 
generous  motives,  are  at  present  maintained  only 
from  unjust  and  interested  views.  The  rich  man,  at 
their  meetings,  mixes  in  company  with  the  poor,  to 
induce  them  to  perjure  themselves  in  his  favour;'' 

p  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  4.  c.  14.  t.  ii.  p.  56.  "i  Lys.  Delat 

in  Obtrect.  p.  159.  '  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  15  et  17.  Casaub. 
in  Theopbr.  c.  15.    Pet.  in  Leg.  Att  p.  429.  "  Herald,  ani- 

madv.  in  Salmas.  lib.  6.  c.  3.  p.  414.  ^  ^cbin.  in  Ctesiph. 

p.  468.  Duport  in  Theopbr.  c.  10.  p.  351.  *  Demosth.  ap. 
][|arpocr.  in  'Epov. 
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and  the  poor  man  seeks  the  society  of  the  rich^  in 
order  to  acquire  some  claim  to  their  protection. 

Among  the  various  societies  of  Athens^  there  is 
one  whose  only  object  is  to  observe  and  collect  every 
species  of  ridiculous  absurdity^  and  to  divert  itself 
v?ith  pleasantries  and  bon-mots.  The  members  of  it, 
to  the  number  of  sixty^  are  all  men  of  extraordinary 
vivacity  and  brilliant  wit :  their  meetings  are  held 
from  time  to  time  in  the  temple  of  Hercules,  where 
they  pronounce  their  humorous  decrees  in  presence 
of  a  crowd  of  spectators  drawn  thither  by  the  singu- 
larity of  the  scene ;  nor  have  the  misfortunes  of  the 
state  ever  induced  them  to  intermit  their  meetings.' 

Two  extremes  of  folly,  among  others,  multiply  the 
decrees  of  this  tribunal.  Some  persons  here  endea- 
vour to  exceed  even  Attic  elegance,  whilst  others 
seem  to  strive  to  surpass  even  Spartan  simplicity. 
The  former  take  especial  care  to  have  a  smooth  chin, 
frequently  to  change  their  dress,  to  display  the  po- 
lished enamel  of  their  teeth,  and  to  load  themselves 
with  perfumes.^  They  wear  flowers  at  their  ears," 
carry  twisted  canes  in  their  hands,*  and  wear  Mci- 
biades'  shoes,  a  kind  of  shoes  the  first  idea  of  which 
was  given  by  Alcibiades,  and  which  are  still  in 
fashion  among  young  people  attentive  to  their  dress.^ 
The  latter  afiectthe  manners  of  the  Lacedaemonians, 
and  are  consequently  charged  with  the  Laconomarda.^ 

*  Athen.  lib.  14.  p.  614.  '  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  5.  » Cratin. 
ap.  Athen.  lib.  12.  p.  553.  •  Theophr.  ibid.  *•  Athen.  lib.  12* 
p.  534,  «  Aristoph.  in  Av.  v.  1281.  Plat,  in  Protag,  I.  i. 
p.  342.     Demosth.  adv.  Couon.  p.  1113. 
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Their  hab*  hangs  in  disorder  over  their  shoulders : 
they  distinguish  themselves  by  a  coarse  cloaks  plain 
sandals^  a  long  beard^  a  huge  staffs  a  solemn  gait/ 
and,  if  I  may  venture  so  to  speak^  by  all  the  insignia 
of  modesty.  The  singularities  of  the  firsts  calcubted 
only  to  attract  attention^  are  less  offensive  than  those 
of  the  second  class^  who  make  a  direct  attack  on  our 
esteem.  I  have  seen  this  pretended  simplicity 
treated  as  insolence  by  men  of  sense,  and  they  were 
in  the  right :  every  exclusive  pretension  is  a  usur** 
pation,  for  such  pretensions  evidently  encroach  upon 
the  claims  of  others. 

^  Demosth.  adt.  Coboh.  p.  1113.     PluU  in  Pboe.  p.  746. 
^  Aristot  de  Mor.  lib,  4.  c.  13.  t.  ii.  p.  56. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

OfReHgtoTiy  of  the  9aered  Mimsters^  and  of  the  jninapal  C^gjiwoeB 
against  Religion^ 

I  niauE  only  mean  to  speak  of  the  established  religion. 
I  shall  in  another  place^  giv^  the  (pinions  of  philo^ 
sophers  on  the  subject  of  the  Deity. 

The-|)ubliQ  wprship  is  founded  on  this  law: 
^^  Honour  in  public  and  in  private  the  gods  and  he- 
roes of  the  country.  Let  every  one  annually  offer 
up^  according  to  his  abilities^  and  the  customtM^y 
rites^  the  first  fruits  of  his  harvests."^ 

From  the  earliest  times  the  objects  of  religipua 
worship  have  multiplied  among  the  Athenians .  They 
received  the  twelve  principal  divinities^  from  the 
Egyptians;^  and  others  from  the  Libyans  and  dif- 
ferent nations.'  In  process  of  timealaw  was  enacted, 
prohibiting^  under  pain  of  death,  the  introduction  of 
any  foreign  worship  without  a  decree  of  the  Areo- 
pagus, moved  for  by  the  public  orators.^  Within  the 
last  century,  this  tribunal  becoming  less  scrupulous, 
the  gods  of  Thrace,  of  Phrygia,  and  some  other  bfi^r- 

^  Porphyr.  de  Ab«tin»  lib.  4.  $  22.  p.  380.  »  Find.  Olymp, 

10.  T.  59.  Aristopb.  in  Av.  v.  95.  Thucyd.  lib.  6.  c.  54.  ^  He- 
rodot.  lib.  %  c.  4.  *  Id.  lib.  %  c.  50 ;  et  lib.  4.  c.  1 88.  ^  Jp- 
seph.  in  AppioD.  lib.  2.  p.  491  et  493.     Harpocr^t.  in  *£t(0£V. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


206  TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS. 

barous  people^  have  made  an  irruption  into  Attica^' 
and  triumphantly  maintained  their  ^round^  in  despite 
of  the  pleasantries  with  which  the  theatre  rings 
against  these  strange  deities  and  the  nocturnal  cere- 
,  monies  celebrated  in  their  honour." 

It  was  a  sublime  institution  of  ancient  times  to 
consecrate^  by  monuments  and  festivals^  the  memory 
of  kings  and  individuals  who  had  rendered  essential 
services  to  mankind.  Such  is  the  origin  of  the  pro- 
found veneration  paid  to  heroes.  In  the  number  of 
these^  the  Athenians  place  Theseus^  the  first  author 
of  their  liberty ;  Erechtheus,  one  of  their  ancient 
kings;"  those  who  merited  to  give  then-  names  to 
the  ten  tribes  ;**  and  others  again^  among  whom  we 
must  distinguish  Hercules^  who  is  indiscriminately 
ranked  in  the  class  of  gods  and  in  that  of  heroes.^" 

The  worship  of  the  latter  differs  essentially  from 
that  of  the  gods^  as  well  in  the  object  as  in  the  cere- 
monies. The  Greeks  prostrate  themselves  before  the 
divinity,  to  acknowledge  their  dependence,  to  implore 
his  protection^  or  thank  him  for  his  bounties.  They 
consecrate  temples,  altars,  and  groves,  and  celebrate 
festivals  and  games  in  honouj*  of  the  heroes,'  to  per- 
petuate their  glory,  and  recal  the  memory  of  their 
illustrious  deeds.     Incense  is  burnt  on  their  altars» 


'  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  1.  t.  i.  p.  327  et  354.  Demosth.  de  Cor. 
p.  516.  Strab.  lib.  10.p.471.  Hesych.  in  Beol  fcvtjc.  "Aristoph. 
in  Vesp.  y.  9.  Lysist.  v.  389,  &c.  Cicer.  de  Leg.  lib.  9.  c.  15. 
t.  iii.  p.  149.  "  Meure,  de  Regib.  Athen.  lib.  2.  c.  12.  "  Paa- 
san.  lib.  1.  c.  5.  p.  13.  ^  Herodot.  lib.  2.  c.  44.  Pausan.  lib.  1. 
c.  15.  p.  37 ;  lib.  2.  c.  10.  p.  133.        ^  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  c  11. 
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at  the  same  time  that  libations  are  poured  over  their 
tombs  to  procure  repose  to  their  manes.  The  sacri- 
fices with  which  they  are  honoured  by  their  votaries, 
therefore,  are,  properly  speaking,  addressed  only  to 
the  infernal  gods. 

Secret  doctrines  are  taught  in  the  mysteries  of 
Eleusis,  and  in  those  of  Bacchus,  and  other  divinities. 
But  the  established  religion  is  wholly  external.  It 
holds  out  ho  body  of  doctrine,  no  public  instruction, 
no  rigorous  injunction  to  participate,  on  stated  days, 
in  the  established  worship.  The  only  faith  required 
is  to  seem  to  believe  that  the  gods  exist,  and  reward 
virtue,  either  in  this  life,  or  in  that  to  come :  the  only 
practice,  to  perform  at  intervals  some  religious  acts, 
such  as  appearing  in  the  temple  at  the  solemn  festi- 
vals, and  sacrificing  on  the  public  altars.' 

The  religion  of  the  common  people  entirely  con- 
sists in  prayers,  sacrifices,  and  purifications. 

Individuals  address  their  prayers  to'  the  gods,  at 
the  beginning  of  any  undertaking."  These  they  offer 
up  in  the  morning,  the  evening,  and  at  the  rising  and 
setting  of  the  sun  and  moon  }  Sometimes  they  repair 
to  the  temple  with  downcast  eyes  and  a  serious 
deportment,"  and  present  themselves  as  suppliants. 
There  is  not  a  mark  of  respect,  of  fear,  of  flattery, 
that  courtiers  show  to  sovereigns  on  approaching  the 
throne,  but  are  testified  by  men  towards  the  gods,  on 
coming  near  their  altars.     They  kiss  the  ground ;' 

'  Xen.  Apol.  Socrat,  p.  703.  •  Plat,  in  Tim.  torn,  iii;  p.  27. 
*  Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  887.  «  Id.  in  Alcib.  2.  t.  ii-  p.  138. 
'  Potter,  Archaeolog.  lib.  2.  c.  5. 
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they  pray  standing/  on  their  knee^/  (WOfitrate/  and 
holding  branches  in  their  hands/  which  they  elevate 
towards  heayen>  or  stretch  out  towards  the  statue  of 
the  god^  after  applying  it  to  their  mouths.''  If  the 
worship  be  directed  to  the  infernal  deities^  they  fiul 
not,  in  order  to  attract  their  attention^  to  strike  the 
earth  with  their  feet  or  hands.*^ 

Some  pronounce  their  prayers  in  a  low  voice. 
Pythagoras  wished  them  always  to  be  said  aloud^  that 
nothing  might  be  adi:ed  which  could  excite  a  blush."* 
And  in  fiict^  what  rule  can  be  more  excellent  than 
that  we  should  hold  converse  with  the  gods  as  if  in 
the  presence  of  men^  and  with  men^  as  if  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  gods  P 

In  the  public  solemnities^  the  Athenians  preS^j 
in  common^  their  vows  for  the  prosperity  of  the  state^ 
and  of  their  allies ; '  sometimes  for  the  preservation  of 
the  fruits  of  the  earthy  and  the  return  of  rain^  or  of 
fine  weather ;  sometimes  to  be  delivered  from  pesti- 
lence and  &mine.' 

I  was  often  struck  with  the  splendour  of  these 
ceremonies^  which  present  a  grand  and  impressive 
spectacle.    The  space  before  the  tem(dei  and  the 

^  PbilPBtr.  in  ApoUon.  Viu  lib.  6.  c-  4,  p.  233.  » Tbeepbr. 
CharacU  c,  16.  »  Laert  in  Diogen.  lib.  6.  §  37.  **  Sophocl. 
in  (Edip.  Tyr.  v.  3.  Schol.  ibid.  ^  Lucian.  in  Bncom.  De- 
nosdi.  $  40.  t  iii.  p.  bM.  ^  Homer.  Iliad.  9s  r.  664.  Sdiol. 
ibi4«  Cicer.  Toscul.  lib,  3,  c,  25.  U  ii.  p.  297.  *  Clem.  Al^X* 
Strom,  lib.  4.  p.  641 .  ^  Theopomp.  ap.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in 

At.  v.  881.    Liv.  lib.  31.  q.  44.  '  £urip.  in  Sapplic  t.  28. 

Procl.  in  Tipa.  lib.  2.  p.  65.  Thom.  Gale,  not.  in  Jumbliq.  MystPT- 
p.  283. 
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pordcos  that  sarround  it^  are  ftdl  of  people.    The 
priests  adyuice  under  the  vestibule  near  the  altar. 
After  the  officiating  priest  has  saidj  in  a  sonorous 
Yoice^  ^^  Let  us  make  libations^  and  let  us  pray/'  ^  one 
of  the  subordinate  ministers^  in  order  to  obtain  from 
the  congregation  a  declaration  of  their  devout  dispo- 
sitions^  demands^  '^  Who  are  they  who  compose  this 
assembly?''  '^  Honest peojple/'  reply  they,  aU  in  con* 
cert.    '-  Be  silent  then/'  adds  he.    Prayers  adapted 
to  the  occasion  are  then  recited^  and  presently  the 
sacred  hymns  are  chaunted  by  choruses  of  youths. 
Their  voices  are  so  harmonious^  and  so  well  seconded 
by  the  art  of  the  poet^  attentive  to  select  moving 
subjects^  as  to  draw  tears  from  the  greater  part  of  the 
audience.^    But  the  religious  music  is  in  general 
lively^  and  more  proper  to  inspire  joy  than  sorrow. 
Such  is  the  impression  made  on  ns  at  the  festivals  of 
Bacchus^  when^  after  one  of  the  ministers  has  said 
aloud^  '^  Invoke  the  god  /'  every  person  immediately 
joins  in  a  hymn^  beginning  with  these  words :  '^  O  son 
of  Semele!^  O  Bacchus^  dispenser  of  riches!" 

Individuals  weary  heaven  by  ridiculous  prayers^ 
persecuting  the  gods  to  grant  them  every  thing  that 
may  contribute  to  their  ambition  or  their  pleasures. 
These  prayers  are  considered  as  Uasphemy  by  some 
philosophers^'  who^  persuaded  that  men  are  not 
capable  of  discerning  what  is  really  for  thrir  advan* 
tage^  would  wish  them  to  place  their  sole  reliance  on 

■"  Anstopfa.  ID  Pac  ▼.  434  ei  d65.  *  Plat  de  Leg.  lib.  7. 
t.  ii.  p.  SOO.  "  SchoL  Arittoph.  in  Ran.  v.  482.  ^  Plat,  in 
Alcib.  %  t  ii.  p.  149« 
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the  bounty  of  the  gods^  or^  at  least,  never  to  address 
them  but  in  that  kind  of  formulary  handed  down  to 
us  in  the  writings  of  an  ancient  poet :  '^  O !  thou  who 
art  the  king  of  heaven,  grant  us  what  is  useful  to  us^ 
whether  we  ask  it,  or  whether  we  ask  it  not !  Refuse 
us  what  would  be  hurtful  to  us»  even  should  we  ask 
itr- 

Formerly  sacrifices  to  the  gods  were  confined  to 
the  fruits  of  the  earth,*"  and, we  stiO  see  in  Greece 
several  altars  on  which  it  is  forbidden  to  immolate 
any  victims.''  Bloody  sacrifices  were  with  difficulty 
introduced.  Man  felt  a  natural  horrw  at  plunging 
the  sted  into  the  breast  of  an  animal  destined  to  the 
plough,  and  become  the  companion  of  his  labours  :^ 
it  was  prohibited,  under  pain  of  death,"^  by  an  express 
law ;  and  universal  practice  induced  him  to  abstain 
from  the  flesh  of  animals." 

The  respect  long  entertained  for  ancient  traditions, 
is  evinced  by  a  ceremony  repeated  every  year. .  At  a 
festival  consecrated  jto  Jupiter,  offerings  are  placed  on 
an  altar,  near  to  which  several  oxen  are  made  to  pass, 
and  tbje  ox  that  touches  these  offerings  is  to  be  the 
destined  victim.  Water  is  then  brought  in  vases  by 
young  damsels ;  and  the  ministers  of  the  god  bear  the 
instrument  of  sacrifice.  Scarcely  has  the  slaughterer 
struck  the  blow,  before  he  drops  the  axe,  and  takes  to 
flight.    Mean-while  his  companions  taste  of  the  vie- 

»  Plat,  in  Alcib.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  143.  »  Porphyr.  de  Abstin.  lib.  % 
§  6,  &c.  ""  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  26.  p.  6%  Id.  lib.  8.  c.  2.  p.  600; 
c.  42.  p.  688.  P  iElian.  Var.  Hist  lib.  5.  c.  14.  •»  Var.  de 
Re  Rustic,  lib.  2.  c.  5.        '  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  782. 
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tim^  sew  up  tiie  hide^  stuff  it  with  hay^  fiisteii  this 
shapeless  fi^re  to  a  plough^  and  then  go  to  justify 
themselves  before  judges^  to  whose  tribunal  they  are 
summoned.  The  girls  who  have  furnished  the  water 
to  sharpen  the  instruments  throw  the  blame  on  those 
who  have  actually  whetted  them ;  the  latter^  on  the 
persons  who  have  slaughtered  the  victim ;  and  these 
again  on  the  instruments,  which  are  condemned  as 
the  perpetrators  of  the  murder^  and  cast  into  the  sea.' 

This  mysterious  ceremony  is  of  the  highest  anti- 
quity^ and  perpetuates  the  memory  of  an  event  that 
occurred  in  the  time  of  Erechtheus.  A  husbandman 
having  placed  his  offering  on  the  altar;  killed  an  ox 
which  had  devoured  part  of  it.  He  fled^  and  a 
criminal  prosecution  was  instituted  against  the  axe/ 
When  the  fruits  of  the  earth  were  the  only  food  of 
men^  care  was  taken  to  reserve  a  certain  portion  for 
the  gods.  The  same  practice  was  continued  when 
they  began  to  feed  upon  the  flesh  of  animals;  and 
hence  possibly  the  origin  of  bloody  sacrifices,  which, 
in  fact,  are  only  repasts  offered  to  the  gods^  and  of 
which  those  who  are  present  are  invited  to  partake. 

An  acquaintance  with  a  multitude  of  practices 
and  ceremonies  constitutes  all  the  science  of  the 
priests.  Sometimes  water  is  to  be  poured  on  the  altar, 
or  the  head  of  the  victims ;  sometimes  honey  or  oil/ 
but  in  gejieral  they  are  sprinkled  with  wine ;  and 
then  the  wood  of  the  fig-tree,  the  myrtle,  or  the  vine, 

•  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c:  24.  p.  57.  ^liaii.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  8.  c.  3. 
Porphyr.  de  Abstin.  lib.  2.  §  29.  p.  154.  *  Pausan.  ibid.  c.  28. 
p.  70.         "  Porphyr.  de  Abstin.  lib.  2.  $  20.  p.  138. 
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are  burnt  upon  the  altar/  Nor  i»  lest  attention  ne-^ 
cessary  in  the  choice  of  the  victim^  wfakh  mu«t  be 
without  a  Uemish^  and  have  no  defect  or  diswder.^ 
All  animals  likewise  are  not  equally  proper  for  saeri-* 
fice*  At  first,  none  were  offered  up  but  such  as 
served  for  food^  as  the  ox,  the  sheep^  the  goat^  the  ^ 
h<^^  &c.'  Afterwards  horses  were  sacrificed  to  the 
siin^  sta^s  to  Diana^  and  dogs  to  Hecate,  fiach 
country^  each  temple^  has  its  particular  usages. 
The  aversion  and  predilection  are  equally  fetsd  to 
the  animals  consecrated  to  their  worship. 

But  why  should  a  cake  made  with  baiiey-meal 
and  salt*  be  {daced  on  the  head  of  the  victim? 
Why  should  the  hair  be  plucked  from  its  forehead 
and  thrown  into  the  fire  ?^  Why  should  the  tibighs 
be  burned  with  cloven  wood  ?  *" 

When  I  pressed  the  ministers  of  the  tem{des  to 
espbin  to  me  these  rites^  they  gave  me  the  same 
answer  as  the  priest  of  Thebes^  of  whom  I  had 
inquired  why  the  Boeotians  offered  eels  to  the  gods : 
'^  We  observe/'  said  he^  ^^  the  customs  of  our  fore- 
fathers^ vfithout  thinking  oorselveff  obliged  to  give 
ai^ason  for  them  to  every  stranger/'^ 

The  victim  is  shared  between  thegods^  the  priesta^ 
and  those  whafaav^  presented  it.    The  portion  of  die 


«  Said,  in  Niy^oX.  '  Momer.  Iliad,  lib.  1.  ▼.  (J6.     Schol. 

ibid.    Aristot  ap.  lib.  16,  c«  5.  p.  §74.    Plttt  deOrac.  Bef.  t.  & 
p.  437.  '  Suid.  in  Qvaoy.     Homer.  Iliad,  et  Odyss.  passim. 

•'  Serv.  ad  ViigiL  ^neid.  lib.  2.  v.  133.       ^  Homer.  Odyaa.  lib.  3. 
V.  446.    Eurip.  in  Eiectr,  v.  810.  ""  Homer.  IU«d.  lib.  1. 

V.  462.        ^  Athoi.  lib.  7.  c.  13.  p.  207. 
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duties  is  consumed  by  fire ;  that  of  the  priests  con^ 
stitutes  part  oi  dieir  xevenue,  and  the  third  fiumishes 
a  pretext  to  those  who  receive  it^  to  give  an  enter-' 
taanment  to  their  friends.*  Some  there  are  who, 
wishing  to  make  a  parade  of  their  opulence^  strive 
to  distinguish  themselves  by  pompous  sacrifices.  I 
have  seen  individuals  who^  after  immolating  an  ox» 
decorated  the  fore  part  of  its  head  with  flowers  and 
ribands,  and  had  it  suspended  at  their  doors/  As 
the  sacrifice  of  tiie  ox  is  in  the  highest  estimation^ 
Httte  cakes  in  the  shape  of  that  animal  are  made  for 
the  pow ;  ^ond  the  priests  are  obliged  to  content 
themselves  with  this  offering/ 

So  imperious  is  the  sway  with  which  superstition 
rules  the  miod^  that  it  renders  even  the  mildest  peo- 
ple on  earth  ferocious.  Human  sacrifices  were  for- 
meAy  not  unfrequent  among  the  Gred^s.^  They 
were  common  in  almost  every  nation^  and  in  some 
the  jMractke  is  coutinued  to  this  day ; '  but  it  is  impos-^ 
sible  that  it  should  long  subsist^  for  absurd  and  use^ 
less  cruelties  must  sooner  or  later  yield  to  nature  and 
to  reason.  The  blind  confidence  which  man  places" 
in  the  external  acts  of  religion  has  established  a  more 
lasting  empire.  The  unjust^  nay^  the  vilest  of  men^ 
dareto  flatter  themselves  with  the  hopes  of  corrupting 
the  gods  by  presents^  and  of  deceiving  tiiem  by  the 


*  Xen.  Memor.  lib.  2.  p.  745.  '  Theoph.  Charact.  c.  31. 

'  Suid.  in  Bovc  "E/S^.  ^  Clem.  Alex.  Cohort,  ad  Gent.  t.  i. 

p.  36.    Piarpliyr.  de.Abstin.  lib.  %  ^M.  p.  107,  &e.  *  Plat. 

de  Leg.  lib.  1. 1  ii.  p.  7S2. , 
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outward  show  of  piety .^    In  vain  do  philosophers 
declaim  against  so  dangerous  an  error^  which  will 
ever  be  cherished  by  the  bulk  of  mankind^  because 
it  will  always  be  easier  to  furnish  victims  than  to  bel 
virtuous.  — ^ 

The  Athenians  once  complained  to  the  oracle  of 
Ammon^  that  the  gods  had  declared  in  &vour  of  the 
Lacedaemonians^  who  offered  to  them  only  a  small 
number  of  victims^  and  those  lean  and  mutilated. 
The  oracle  replied^  that  not  all  the  sacrifices  of  the 
Greeks  were  equal  in  worth  to  the  humble  and  mo- 
dest prayer  in  which  the  Lacedemonians  are  con- 
tented with  asking  the  only  real  blessings  of  the  gods.' 
This  oracle  of  Jupiter  reminds  me  of  another^  which 
reflects  no  less  honour  on  that  of  Apollo.  A  rich 
Thessalian  being  at  Delphi^  offered  up^  with  all  the 
parade  of  ostentation^  an  hundred  oxen  with  gilded 
horns.  At  the  same  time>  a  poor  citizen  of  Hermi* 
one^  drawing  a  handful  of  flour  from  his  wallet^  threw 
it  into  the  flame  burning  on  the  altar.  The  Pythia 
declared  that  this  man's  worship  was  more  acceptable 
to  the  gods  than  that  of  the  Thessalian." 

As  water  purifies  the  body^  it  was  imagined^  from 
analogy^  to  be  capable  also  of  purifying  the  soul ;  and 
this  effect  it  yvBS  supposed  to  operate  in  two  ways^ 
either  by  freeing  it  from  its  pollutions^  or  by  disposing 
it  to  contract  none.  Hence  two'  sorts  of  lustration^ 
the  one  expiatory^  the  other  preparatory.     By  the 


^  Plat  de  Leg.  lib.  10.  p.  885,  905,  et  906.       ^  Plat.  Aldb.  3. 
t.  ii.  p.  148.         "^  Porphyr.  de  AbstiD.  lib.  %  $  15.  p.  126. 
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former^  the'  clemency  of  the  gods  is  implored;  and 
by  the  latter^  their  assistance. 

Care  is  taken  to  purify  children  immediately  after 
their  birth  ;°  as  also  those  who  enter  the  temples ;'' 
such  as  have  committed  homicide^  even  though  invo- 
luntary ;^  persons  afflicted  with  certain  disorders^  con-' 
sidered  as  signs  of  the  anger  of  heaven^  such  as  the 
plague,' frenzy/  &c.;  and  all,  in  short,  who  wisb 
to  render  themselves  acceptable  to  the  gods. 

This  ceremony  has  insensibly  been  applie4  to  tem- 
ples, altars,  and  all  places  supposed  to  be  honoured 
by  the  presence  of  the  deity  j  to  cities,  streets,  houses, 
fields ;  to  every  place  either  profaned  by  criqnes,  or 
which  it  is  wished  should  be  particularly  favoured 
by  heaven." 

Every  year  the  city  of  Athens  is  purified  on  the 
6th  of  the  month  Thargelion.^  As  often  as  the  anger 
of  heaven  is  manifested  against  it  by  pestilence  or  fti- 
mine,  a  ceremony  is  had  recourse  to,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  divert  the  calamity  on  a  man  and  woman  of 
the  lower  classes  of  the  people,  maintained  by  the 
state,  to  become,  when  needful,  expiatory  victims, 
each  in  the  name  of  their  respective  sexes.  These  are 
led  in  procession  through  the  streets,  to  the  sound  of 
instruments ;  and,  after  receiving  a  few  stripes,  are 
driven  out  of  the  city.     Formerly  they  were  comr 


"*  Said,  et ,  Harpocr.  in  'Afu^p,  ^  Surip.  in  Ion.  v.  65. 

^  Demosth.  ia  Aristocr.  p.  736.  ">  Laert.  in  Epim.  lib.  1.  § 

110.       .^  Aristoph.  in  Vesp.  v.  118.     Schol.  ibid,         'Lomey, 
de  Lustr.         *■  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  2.  §  44. 
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mkted  to  the  flftT»es^  and  their  ashes  scattered  in  the 
wind.* 

ThoBgh  sea  water  be  the  best  ^ted  to  purifica- 
tions/ what  is  called  lustral  water  is  generally  used. 
This  is  common  water,  in  which  a  burning  firebrand^ 
taken  from  the  altar  at  the  sacrifice  of  a  victim^  has. 
been  dipped/  The  vessels  that  are  in  the  vestibules 
of  the  temples,  in  the  places  where  the  general  as- 
sembly is  held^  and  round  the  coffins  in  which  dead 
bodies  are  exposed  to  the  sight  of  passengers^  are 
filled  with  this  water/ 

As  metak  are  purified  by  fire ;  as  salt  and  nitre* 
wash  away  filthy  and  preserve  bodies ;  and  smoke  and 
'agreeable  odours  are  a  security  against  the  corruption 
of  unwholesome  air,  it  has  gradually  been  conceived 
•that  these  and  other  expedients  might  be  employed 
in  the  different  lui^;ratidns.  Hence  it  is  that  a  secret 
virtue  is  ascribed  to  the  incense  burnt  in  temples/and 
to  the  flowers  used  to  crown  those  wh^  sacrifice. 
Hence  likewise  is  it  that  a  house  is  supposed  to  reco- 
ver its  purity  by  the  smoke  of  sulphur,  and  by  the 
i»prinklirtg  of  a  water  impregnated  with  a  few  grains 


<"  Aristpph.  in  Equit.  v.  1133.  Schol.  ibid.  Id.  in  Ran. 
V.  744.  Schol.  ibid.  Hellad.  ap.  Phot.  p.  1590.  Meurs.  Gfaec. 
!Pfer.  in  Thargel.  ''Eurip.  Iph.  in  Taur.  v.  1193.  Eustath. 
in  Iliad,  lib.  1.  p.  108.  ^  Euripid.  Here.  Fur.  v.  928.  Athen. 
lil^.  9.  c.  18.  p.  409.  '  Casaub.  in  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  16.  p. 
126.  *  Meaning  natron,  or  soda,  which  is  used  for  that  pur- 
Ipose.  Nitre,  in  its  modern  sense,  is  applied  to  saltpetre,  a  very 
different  substance. — T.  ^  Plaut.  Afnphitr.  act.  2.  seen.  2.  v. 
107. 
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of  sult.^  On  cQf  ti^ta  Qccadoi^^  it  is  deemed  efficient 
to  turn  round  a  fire/  or  to  see  a  little  dO|^^  or  other 
animal^  pass  round  their  persons.^  In  the  lustration 
pf  cities^  the  victims  intended  for  sacdfice  ar;e  l^d 
9iong  the  walls^"" 

The  rites  differ^  according,  to  the  greater  or  lesfs  im- 
portance of  the  object^  and  the  different  degrees  of 
superstition .  Some  hold  it  essential  to  plungeinto  a 
river;  others,  that  it  is  only  necessary  seven  times  to 
immerde  the  head :  but  in  general  they  are  contented 
with  dipping  their  hands  in  lustral  water^  or  with 
having  it  sprinkled  over  them  by  a  priest,  who  is 
always  in  waiting  for  that  purpose  at  the  gate  of  the 
temple/ 

Each  individual  may  offer  sacrifices  on  an  a)tar 
placed  at  the  door  of  his  house,  or  in  a  private  chapel.^ 
Therehave  I  often  seen  a  virtuous  father,  surrounded 
by  his  children,  Joining  in  the  worjship  of  the  same 
god,  and  forming  vows  diotfited  by  affection,  and 
worthy  ofthe  attention  of  the  divinity.  The  functions 
of  this  kind  of  priesthood  being  limited  to  a  single 
fymly,  it  became  necessarjr  to  appoint  ministeirs  for 
public  worship. 

In  no  city  aire  there  «o  many  priests  and  pri^tesses 
to  be  fbuiHl.a&at  Athens,  as  there  is »also. none  \^here 
such  a  number  of  temples  are  erected  to  the  gods^  or 
in  which  so  many  festival's  are  celebrated.^ 

*  Theocr.  Idyl  24.  v.  94.  ""  Harpocr.  in  'A/x^i^p.  ^.Lo- 
mey,  de  .Lustr.  c.  23.  *^  Athen.  lib.  14.  c.  5.  p.  626.  ^  Hesych. 
in  'Y^pav.    Lomey,  de  Lustr*  p.  120.  '  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  10. 

t.  ii.  p.  910.         ^  Xen.  de  Jlep.  Atheiu  p«  700. 
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In  the  country  towns  of  Attica^  and  every  other 
part  of  Greece,  a  single  priest  only  is  required  to 
officiate  in  a  temple.  In  considerable  cities  the  duties 
of  the  priesthood  are  shared  among  several  persons^ 
who  form  a  sort  of  community,  at  the  head  of  which 
is  the  minister  of  the  god,  who  sometimes  bears  the 
title  of  high- priest.  Under  him  are  the  Neocoros, 
whose  business  it  is  to  superintend  the  decoration  and 
cleanliness  of  the  sacred  places/  and  to  sprinkle  holy 
water  on  the  persons  who  visit  the  temple;**  sacrificing- 
priests,  who  slaughter  the  victims ;  soothsayers,  who 
consult  the  entrails;  heralds,  who  adjust  the  cere- 
monies, and  dismiss  the  assembly }  In  some  places, 
the  name  of  father  is  bestowed  on  the  chief  of  the 
priests,  and  that  of  mother  on  the  principal  of  the 
priestesses. "" 

Functions  of  inferior  sanctity,  and  relative  to  the 
service  of  the  temple,  are  intrusted  to  lay  officers. 
Some  are  appointed  to  be  guardians  of  the  treasury  ; 
and  others  to  assist  as  witnesses  and  inspectors  at 
solemn  sacrifices.' 

The  priests  officiate  in  rich  vestments,  on  which 
are  inscribed,  in  golden  letters,  the  names  of  the  bene- 
factors to  the  temple.**  This  magnificence  derives 
additional  splendour  from  their  personal  beauty,  their 

*  Suid.  in  Ncwic.  *  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  d^  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  i. 

p.  61.  »  Pott.  ArchaBolog.  lib.  2.  c.  3.  °»  Mem.  de  TAcad. 
des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxiii.  p.  41 1.  »  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii. 

p.  759.  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  c.  8.  t.  ii.  p.  423.  Demosth. 
ndv.  Mid.  p.  630.  Ulp.  in  Demosth.  p.  686.  iEschin.  in 
Timarch.  p.  ^76,  *»  Liban.  in  Peiposth.  Orat.  adv,  Ariatog. 

p.  843.  • 
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majestic  deportment^  the  sonorousness  of  their  voices, 
and,  above  all,  from  the  attributes  of  the  deity  whose 
ministers  they  are.  Thus  the  priestess  of  Ceres  ap- 
pears crowned  with  poppies  and  ears  of  corn  ;p  the 
priestess  of  Minerva,  with  the  aegis,  the  cuirass,  and 
A  helmet  crested  with  tufts  of  feathers.^ 

The  priesthood  is  in  many  instances  annexed  to 
ancient  and  powerful  families,  and  transmitted  from 
father  to  son/  In  others  it  is  conferred  by  the  peo- 
ple.' But  in  no  case  can  this  office  be  filled  without 
a  previous  examination  both  of  the  person  and  morals 
of  thjB  candidate.  It  is  requisite  for  the  new  priest  to 
have  no  personal  deformity,*  and  that  his  conduct 
should  have  been  at  all  times  irreproachable.*  With 
respect  to  knowledge,  it  is  enough  if  he  is  versed  in 
the  ritual  of  the  temple  to  which  he  is  appointed,  if 
he  is  able  to  perform  the  ceremonies  with  decency, 
and  to  discriminate  between  the  different  species  of 
prayers  and  worship  to  be  addressed  to  the  gods.* 

Some  temples  are  served  by  priestesses,  as  that  of 
Bacchus  in  the  quarter  of  the  marshes.  They  are 
fourteen  in  number,  and  appointed  by  the  king- 
archon/  Strict  continence  is  required  from  them. 
The  wife  of  this  archon,  styled  the  queen,  initiates 


P  Call.  Hymn,  in  Cerer.  v.  45.  Spanh.  ib.  t.  ii.  p.  694. 
fleliod.  iEthiop.  lib.  3.  p.  134.  Plut.  in  X.  Rhet.  I.  ii.  p,  843. 
*»  PolyaBR.  lib.  8.  c.  59.  '  Plat,  de  Leg.  ibid.  Plut.  ibid. 
Hesych.  Harpocr.  et  Suid.  in  Kvvi^.  *  Demosth.  Exord.  Cone, 
p.  239.  '  Etymol.  Magn.  in  'A^cX.  "  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6. 
t.  ii.  p.  759.  ^schin.  in  Timarch.  p.  263.  *  Plat.  Politic. 
i.  ii.  p.  290,  Harpocr.  Hesych.  et  Etymol.  Magn.  in  Fepap. 

Poll.  lib.  8.  §  108. 
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them  into  the  mysteries^  of  which  they  are  the  guar- 
dians^ and  obliges  them^  previous  to  being  received, 
to  take  an  oath,  by  which  they  solerinnly  affirm  that 
they  have  ailways  lived  in  the  greatest  purity,  and 
spotless  from  all  intercourse  with  man.' 

The  revenues  assigned  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
][)rie8ts  and  temples'dire  derived  from  different  sources/ 
A  tenth  part  of  all  penalties  awd  confiscations  is  al- 
ways deducted  for  Minerva,  and  a  fiftieth  for  the  other 
deities.^  A  tenth  of  all  the  spoils  taken  from  the 
enemy  is  likewise  consecrated  to  the  gods  ."^  In  each 
temple,  two  officers,  known  by  the  name  of  Parasites, 
have  the  right  of  exacting  a  measure  of  barley  firom 
the  different  landholders  of  the  district:*  in  a  word, 
there  are  few  temples  which  do  not  possess  houses 
and  estates.'' 

These  revenues,  to  which  may  be  added  the  offer- 
ings of  individuals,  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
treasurers  of  the  temple.*  They  are  employed  for  the 
reparation  and  decorations  of  the  holy  places,  for  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  sacrifices,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  priests,  who  almost  all  have  salaries,^  are 
provided  with  lodging,  and  entitled  to  certain  perqui- 


*  Demosth.  in  Neaer.  p.  873.  ^  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  Bell. 
Lettr.  t.  xviii.  p.  66.  ^'Donosth.  in  Timocr.  p.  791.  Xen. 
Hist.  Onec.  lib.  1.  p.  440.  <"  Demosth.  ib.     Sopbocl.  Trach. 

y.  186.  Harpoer.  in  £kekar.  ^  Crates,  ap.  Athen.  lib.  6.  c  6. 
p.  235.  ®  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  p.  759.  Hafpobr.  in  Airo}iuf6. 
Manssac.  ibid.  Taylor,  in  Marmor.  Sand.  p.  64.  Chandler,  In- 
scnpt.  part  ^.  p.  75.  '  Aristot.  Politic,  lib.  6.  cap.  8.  p.  4M. 
Chandl.  Inscript.  not.  piige  xv.  ^.  «  ^ischin.  in  Ctesiph. 
p.  430. 
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sites  from  every  victim.  Some  possess  a  more  con- 
siderable revenue,  as  the  priestess  of  Minerva,  to 
whom  a  measure  of  wheat,  another  of  barley,  and  an 
obolus,  must  be  presented  as  often  as  any  person  dies, 
or  a  birth  takes  place  in  a  &mily.^ 

Besides  these  advantages,  the  priests  have  an  in- 
terest in  maintaining  the  right  of  asylum,  granted  not 
only  to  the  temples,  but  to  the  sacred  groves  in  which 
they  stand,  and  to  the  houses  and  chapels  within  thdr 
precincts.'  Acriminal  cannot  be  torn  from  thence,  nor 
even  prevented  from  receiving  his  subsistence.  This 
privilege,  as  offensive  to  the  gods  as  it  is  convenient 
to  their  ministers,  extends  even  to  detached  altars.*" 
In  Egypt  the  priests  form  the  first  class  of  the 
)  state,  without  being  oUiged  to  contribute  to  its  ne- 

Lcessities,  though  the  third  part  of  the  landed  property 
be  set  apart  for  their  maintenance.  The  purity  of 
their  manners,  and  the  austerity  of  their  lives,  secure 
them  the  confidence  of  the  people ;  and  their  know- 
ledge that  of  the  sovereign,  whose  council  liiey  com- 
pose, and  who  mUst  be  either  taken  from  their  body, 
or  havie  become  a  member  of  it  before  he  ascends  the 
throne.'  Interpreters  of  the  will  of  the  gods,  and  dis- 
posers of  that  of  men,  exclusive  guardians  of  thp 
sciences,  and  especiaUy  of  the  secrets  of  mediciUje,^ 
the  power  they  enjoy  is  boundless,  since4^preJH:d]»el&( 


*•  Aristot.  CEcon.  lib.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  502.  *  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  cap, 
128  et  134.  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  374.  Tacit.  Anoal.  lib.  4.  e.  14. 
^  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  c.  126.  ^  Plat,  in  Politic,  t.  ii.  ^.  2^0.  Died. 
8ic.  lib.  1.  p.  66.  Plut  de  Isid.  et  Oeir.  t.  ii.  p.  354.  "  Ctsih. 
Alex.  Strom,  lib.  6.  p.  758.     Laert.  lib.  3.  §  6. 
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and  weaknesses  of  men  are  under  theit  absolute  di«« 
rection. 

Those  of  Greece  have  obtained  honours ;  such  as 
distinguished  places  at  the  theatres/  All  mighty  if 
they  chose^  confine  themselves  to  tlie  functions  of 
their  sacred  ministry^  and  spend  their  days  in  pleasing 
indolence  j""  but  many  of  them,  anxious  to'  merit  by 
their  zeal  the  respect  due  to  their  character^  have 
filled  the  most  important  and  burthensome  offices  of 
the  repubUc,  and  ser\^ed  it  in  armies^  and  in  embas- 
sies.p 

They  form  no  separate  and  independent  body,^  nor 
is  there  any  common  interest  betv^een  the  ministers 
of  different  temples;  and  in  causes  which  personally 
respect  them^  they  are  amenable  to  the  ordinary 
tribunals. 

The  nine  a]:chons^  or  supreme  magistrates^  watch 
over  the  public  worship^  and  are  always  at  the  head 
of  religious  ceremonies.  The  office  of  the  second^ 
knovm  by  the  name  of  king^  is  to  prosecute  for  aD 
offences  against  religion,  to  preside  at  the  public  sacri- 
fices, and  decide  all  contests  between  the  sacerdotal 
families^  on  the  subjectofany  vacant  priesthood.'  The 
priests  may  indeed  direct  the  sacrifices  of  individuals ; 
but  if  in  these  acts  of  piety  they  happen  to  transgress 
the  established  laws^  they  cannot  escape  the  vigilance 

■  Chandl.  Inscript.  part  S.  p.  73.  Schol.  in  Aristoph.  Ran« 
▼.  299.  <"  Isocr.  de  Pennut  u  ii.  p.  410.  '  HerodoL  lib.  9. 
c  85.  Plut.  in  Aristid.  p.  321.  Xen.  Hist.  Grsec.  p.  590.  De- 
mosth.  in  Neser.  p.  880.  "^  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  xviii.  p.  72.  '  Plat,  in  Politic,  t.  ii.  p.  290.  Poll.  lib.  8.  c. 
9.  ^  90.     Sigon. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS.  3!3 

of  the  magistrates.  In  our  time,  we  have  seen  the 
high  priest  of  Ceres  punished,  by  order  of  government^ 
for  having  violated  these  laws  in  articles  apparently 
of  no  importance.* 

Next  to  the  priests,  we  must  place  those  sooth- 
sayers whose  profession  is  held  in  honour  by  the  state, 
and  who  are  maintained  by  it  in  the  prytaneum/ 
They  read  futurity  in  the  flight  of  birds,  and  in  the 
entrails  of  victims.  They  accompany  the  armies; 
and  on  their  decision  not  unfrequently  depend  revo- 
lutions in  governments,  and  the  operations  of  a  cam- 
paign. They  are  found  in  every  part  of  Greece,  but 
the  most  celebrated  are  those  of  Elis.  There,  for 
many  centuries  past,  two  or  three  families  have  trans- 
mitted from  father  to  son  the  art  of  predicting  events, 
and  of  averting  or  suspending  the  calamities  incident 
to  mortals.  Sometimes  their  answers  are  offered 
for  sale  to  the  best  bidders.** 

The  soothsayers  extend  their  ministry  still  farther, 
and  take  consciences  under  their  guidance.  They  are 
consulted  to  know  whether  certain  actions  are  or  are 
not  conformable  to  the  divine  law.*  Some  I  have 
seen  carry  their  fenaticism  even  to  gloomy  severity, 
and  who,  esteeming  themselves  the  guardians  of  the 
sacred  ordinances  of  heaven,  would  have  prosecuted 
their  father  to  death  were  he  guilty  of  a  murder .^ 


•  Demosth.  in  Neaer.  p.  880.  'Aristoph.  in  Pac.  v.  J  084. 
Schol.  ibid,  "Herodot.  lib.  9.  c.  33.  Pausan.  lib.  3.  c.  11. 
p.  232;  lib;  4.  c.  15.  p.  317;  lib.  6.  c.  2.  p.  454.  Cicer.  de  Di- 
▼inat.  lib.  1.  c.  41.  t.  iii.  p.  34.  =^  Plar.  in  Eutyphr.  t.  i.  p.  4. 
"  Id.  ibid.  p.  5. 
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About  two  or  three  centuries  ago^  certain  aien  ap- 
peared^ who,  without  haying  received  any  authority 
from  the  government^  set  themselves  up  as  interpreters 
of  the  will  of  the  gods^  and  cherishedamongthepeople 
a  credulity  they  either  did,  or  affected  to  possess,  wan- 
dering from  country  to  country,  menacing  all  nations 
with  the  wrath  of  heaven,  inventing  and  teaching  new 
rites  to  appease  it,  and  rendering  men  more  weak  and 
unhappy  than  they  are,  by  disseminating  terror  and 
remorse.  Some  owed  their  high  reputation  to  impos- 
ture,othersto supc^riorknowledgeandgenius.  Among 
the  number  of  these  were  Abaris  of  Scythia,  Empe- 
docles  of  Agrigentum,  and  Epimenides  of  Crete.' 

The  impression  they  .left  in  the  minds  of  men  has 
perpetuated  the  reign  of  superstition.  The  people 
imagine  they  discover  manifest  tokens  of  the  will  of 
the  gods,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places ;  in  eclipses, 
in  the  noise  of  thunder,  in  the  great  phasnomena  of 
nature,  in  the  most  fortuitous  events.  Dreams,''  the 
unexpected  sight  of  certain  animals,^  a  convulsive 
motion  of  the  eyelids,''  a  tingling  of  the  ears,^  sneez- 
ing,* a  few  words  casually  dropt,  and  a  variety  of 
the  most  indifferent  natural  effects,  are  become,  in 
their  idea,  so  many  fcnlunate  or  inauspicious  omens. 
Do  you  find  a  serpent  in  your  house  ?  erect  an  altar 
on  the  very  spot/    Do  you  see  a  kite  hovering  in  the 


'  Laert.  in  Epim.  lib.  1.  $  109.  Bruck.  Hist  Phil.  t.  i.  page 
357,  *  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  1.  v.  63.  Sophocl.  Electr.  v.  426. 
*  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  16.  ^  Theocr.  Idyl.  3.  v.  37.  ^  Milan. 
Var.  Hist.  lib.  4.  c  17.  «  Aristoph.  in  Av.  v.  721.  '  Theopbr. 
ibid.     Terent.  in  Phorm.  act.  4.  seen.  4. 
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4ir?  fieill  instftflftly  upon  your  knees .«  Is  your  imagi- 
nation disturbed  by  uneasiness  or  malady?  it  is 
Empusa  who  has  appeared  to  you ;  it  is  a  phantom 
sent  by  Hecate^  which  assumes  all  sorts  of  forms  in 
order  to  torment  the  wretched.** 

In  all  these  circumstances  recourse  is  had  to  the 
soothsayers  and  interpreters  :*  and  the  remedies  tbey 
prescribe  are  as  chimerical  as  the  imaginary  mis- 
chiefs. 

Some  of  these  impostors  insinuate  thems*elves  into 
opulent  families^  and  avail  themselves  of  the  pre- 
judices of  weak  minds .''  They  pretend  to  possess 
infallible  secrets  to  enchain  the  power  of  evil  spirits. 
Their  promises  hold  out  likewise  three  advantages 
extremely  alluring  to  the  rich,  and  which  consist  in 
fortifying  them  against  t'emorse^  avenging  them  of 
their  enemies,  and  ensuring  the  continuance  of  their 
happiness  beyond  the  grave.  The  prayers  and  ex- 
piations they  practise  on  these  occasions  are  contained 
in  ancient  rituals,  which  bear  the  names  of  Orpheus 
and  Musseus*' 

Women,  of  the  dregs  of  the  populace,  follow  the 
same  traffic,?  and  go  from  house  to  house,  amoiig  the 
poorer  people,  to  distribute  a  kind  of  initiation,  in 
which  they  sprinkle  water  on  the  initiated,  rub  him 
with  mud  and  bran^  clothe  him  in  the  skin  of  an  ani- 
mal,and  accompany  these  ceremonies  with  formularies 


«  Aristoph.  in  A  v.  v.  dOl.     *»  Id.  in  Raa.  v.  29d.      *  Theophr. 
Charact.  c.  16.         ^  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  2.  p.  364.  *  Id.  ibid. 

'^  Demosth.  de  Cor.  p.  516.     Laert*  lib.  10.  §  4. 
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read  out  of  their  ritual^  and  piercing  shrieks  that 
terrify  and  awe  the  multitude. 

Enlightened  persons j  though  exempt  in  general 
from  these  weaknesses^  are  not  the  less  attached  to 
theother  ceremonies  of  religion.  Afterany  fortunate 
events  in  time  of  sickness^  or  the  smallest  danger^  at 
the  recollection  of  a  frightful  dream,  they  foil  not  to 
offer  sacrifices,  and  often  build  chapels  in  their  houses, 
which  have  become  so  numerous,  as  to  induce  pious 
philosopliers  to  wish  to  see  them  all  suppressed,  and 
that  individuals  might  offer  up  their  vows  to  heaven 
only  in  the  temples.' 

But  how  is  it  possible  to  reconcile  the  popular 
confidence  in  holy  ceremonies  with  the  ideas  enter- 
tained oJP  the  sovereign  of  the  gods  ?  For  it  is  permit- 
ted to  consider  Jupiter  as  an  usurper,  who  expelled  his 
figither  from  the  throne  of  the  universe,  and  is  in  his 
turn  to  be  one  day  driven  from  it  by  his  son.  This 
doctrine,  maintained  by  the  sect  of  the  pretended  dis- 
ciples of  Orpheus,**  has  been  boldly  adopted  by  jEs- 
chylus  in  a  tragedy  frequently  represented  and.  ap- 
plauded, under  the  sanction  of  the  government."* 

I  have  already  observed,  that,  within  the  last 
century,  new  gods  have  been  introduced  among  the 
Athenians.  I  should  add,  that,  within  the  same  period, 
incredulity  has  made  equal  progress.  No  sooner  had 
the  Greeks  received  the  light  of  philosophy,  than  some 


"  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  10.  p.  909.  •  Procl.  in  Plat.  lib.  5.  p. 
291 .  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxiii.  p.  265.  ^  Ma^ 
chyl.  in  Prom.  v.  200,  75d  et  947. 
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amongst  thenij  astonished  at  the  irregularities  and  de* 
formities  of  nature^  were  not  less  so  at  perceiving  it 
impossible  to  find  a  solution  of  them  in  the  shapeless 
system  of  religion  they  had  hitherto  taken  for  their 
guide.  Doubts  succeeded  to  ignorance^  and  generated 
licentious  opinions^  embraced  with  avidity  by  youthful 
minds  '^  but  their  authors  became  objects  of  the  pub- 
lic hatred.  The  people  alleged  that  they  had  shaken 
off  the  yoke  of  religion  only  to  abandon  themselves  to 
their  passions  with  less  restraint ;'  and  the  government 
believed  itself  called  upon  to  proceed  with  severity 
against  them.  The  following  are  the  arguments  urged 
in  justification  of  this  intolerance. 

Public  worship  being  prescribed  by  one  of  the 
fundamental  laws/  and  thence  closely  connected  with 
the  constitution^  it  is  impossible  to  attack  religion 
without  endangering  that  constitution.  It  is  the  duty^ 
therefore^  of  the  magistrates  to  maintain  it^  and  to 
oppose  all  innovations  visibly  tending  to  its  destruc- 
tion. They  subject  not  to  censure  the  fabulous  his- 
tories of  the  origin  of  the  gods^  nor  philosophical 
opinions  concerning  their  nature^  nor  even  indecent 
pleasantries  on  the  actions  attributed  to  them  by  re- 
ligion :  but  they  prosecute  and  punish  with  death 
the  men  who  speak  or  write  against  their  existence; 
who  contemptuously  break  their  statues;  or  those^ 
in  fine^  who  violate  the  secret  of  the  mysteries  avowed 
and  protected  by  the  government. 


^  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  10.  p.  886.         '  Id.  ibid.         '  Porphyr.  de 
Abstio,  lib.  4.  p.  380. 
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ThuB^  While  the  external  acts  of  piety  are  left  to 
the  regulations  of  the  priests^  and  the  magistrates 
possess  the  authority  necessary  to  maintain  religion^ 
poets  are  left  at  liberty  to  frame  new  genealogies  for 
the  gods/  and  philosophers  to  discuss  the  most  deli- 
'  cate  questions  concerning  the  eternity  of  matter^  and 
the  formation  of  the  universe/  provided  that^  in  the 
prosecution  of  these  subjects^  they  do  but  steer  clear 
of  two  dangerous  rocks :  first,,  they  must  be  careful 
not  to  approach  too  near  the  doctrine  taught  in  the 
mysteries ;  and^  secondly^  not  to  advance^  without 
modification^  principles  which  would  necessarily  in- 
volve the  downfal  of  a  worship  established  from  time 
immemorial.  In  both  these  cases  they  are  prosecuted 
as  guilty  of  impiety. 

This  accusation  is  the  more  formidable  to  inno- 
cence as  it  has  more  than  once  been  employed  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  enmity  and  revenge^  and  easily 
kindles  the  fui^y  of  a  people^  whose  zeal  is  still  more 
cruel  than  that  of  their  priests  and  magistrates. 

Every  citizen  may  stand  forth  as  an  accuser^  and 
lodge  an  information  against  the  culprit  before  the 
i^econd  of  the  archons/  who  carries  the  cause  into  the 
court  of  the  Heliastse^  one  of  the  chief  tribunals  of 
Athens.  Sometimes  the  charge  is  made  in  the. as- 
sembly of  the  people.^  When  it  respeot&the  myste- 
ries of  Ceres^  the  senate  takes  cognizance  of  it^  unless 
the  accused  chooses  to  bring  it  before  the  Eumol- 

^  Herodot.  lib.  %  c.  156.  Joseph,  in  Appion.  lib.  2.  p.  491. 
*  Plat.  Aristot.  &c.  ^  Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  90.  '  Aodoc.  de 
Myst.  p.  2.  ^  Plut.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  200. 
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^dce ;'  for  this  saem*dotal  family^  attached  from  the 
eatliest  ages  to  the  temple  of  that  goddess,  firt;iH 
retains  a  jorisdiction  confined  in  its  exercise  to  1^ 
profanation  of  the  mysteries^  but  which  is  remarkably 
severe.  The  proceedings  of  the  Eumolpidss  are 
regulated  by  oral  laws,  of  which  they  are  the  inter- 
preters, and  which  deliver  over  the  criminal  not  only 
to  human  punishment,  but  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
gods  *  But  he  rarely  exposes  himself  to  the  rigour 
of  this  tribunal. 

It  has  happened  that  the  accused  has  saved  his 
life  by  declaring  his  accomplices;  but  he  is  still  ren- 
dered incapable  of  participating  in  sacrifices,  festivals, 
spectacles,  and  the  privileges  of  the  other  citizens.'' 
This  mark  of  infamy  is  sometimes  accompanied  with 
tremendousceremonies.  These  areimprecationswhich 
the  priests  of  thedifi*erenttemple»solemnlypronounce 
by  order  of  the  magistrates.*"  Turning  towards  the 
west,  and  shaking  their  purple  robes,  they  devote  to 
the  infernal  deities  the  criminal  and  his  posterity.^ 
Prom  that  moment  the  furies  are  supposed  to  take 
possession  of  his  heart,  and  never  to  relax  their 
torments  but  with  the  total  extinction  of  his  race. 

The  sacerdotal  fiimily  of  the  Eumolpidse  display 
more  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mysteries  of 
Ceres,  than  is  manifested  by  the  other  piriests  in  favour 
of  the  established  religion.     They  have  been  some- 


'  Demosth.  in  Androt  p.  703.  Ulpian.  p.  748.  *  Lys.  in 
Andoc.  p.  108.  ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  115.  *^  Li  v.  lib.  31,  cap.  44. 
^  Lys.  in  Andoc.  p.  129. 
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times  known  to  prosecute  criminals  before  the  courts' 
of  justice  ;*  yet  it  must  be  admitted  to  their  commen- 
dation^ thatj  on  certain  occasions^  fiar  from  seconding^ 
the  fiiry  of  the  people^  ready  to  massacre  on  the  spot 
individuals  accused  of  having  profimed  the  mysteries^ 
they  have  insisted  that  they  should  be  tried  and  con- 
demned according  to  the  laws/  Among  these  laws, 
there  is  one^  sometimes  carried  into  execution^  and 
capable^  doubdess^  of  checking  the  fury  and  injustice 
of  the  most  violent  enmities^  were  it  possible  to 
restrain  them.  By  this  law  it  is  ordained^  that  either 
the  accuser  or  the  accused  shall  suffer  death : — the 
former^  if  he  fails  in  his  accusation ;  the  latter^  if  the 
crime  be  proved.^ 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  enumerate  some  of  the 
principal  cases  in  which  the  Athenian  tribunals  have 
pronounced  sentence  against  the  crime  of  impiety^ 
within  about  a  century. 

'  The  poet  j^schylus  was  accused  of  havings  in  one 
of  his  tragedies^  revealed  the  doctrine  of  the  mysteries. 
His  brother  Amynias  endeavoured  to  move  the  com* 
passion  of  the  judges^  by  showing  the  wounds  he  had 
received  at  the  battle  of  Salamis:  this  expedient 
would  probably  have  failed  in  its  effect^  had  not 
j^schylus  clearly  proved  that  he  had  not  been  initiated 
into  the  mysteries.  The  people  were  waiting  atthe 
door  of  the  tribunal  to  stone  him.^ 

^  Andocid.  de  Myst.  p.  15.  ^  Lys.  io  Andoc.  p.  130.  '  An- 
clocid.  de  Myst  p.  4.  ,  **  Aristot.  de  Mor.lib.  3.  c.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  29. 
-^lian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  5.  c.  19.  Clem.  Alex.  Strom,  lib.  2.  c^  4.. 
t.  i.  p.  461. 
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The  philosopher  Diagoras^  of  Melos,  accused  of 
revealing  the  mysteries^  and  denying  the  existence 
of  the  gods,  saved  himself  by  flight.  Rewards  were 
offered  to  any  person  who  should  deliver  him  up 
alive  or  dead;  and  the  decree  that  branded  him 
with  infamy  was  engraven  on  a  brazen  column  .< 

Protagoras,  one  of  the  most  illustrious  sophists  of 
his  time,  having  begun  one  of  his  works  with  these 
words :  ''  1  know  not  whether  there  be  gods,  or 
whether  there  be  not;'*  was  criminally  prosecuted, 
and  obliged  to  fly.  His  writings  were  sought  for  in 
private  houses,  and  burnt  in  the  forum.'' 

Prodicus,  of  Ceos,  was  condemned  to  drink  poi- 
son, for  haying  asserted  that  men  had  placed  among 
the  number  of  the  gods  all  objects  from  which  they 
derived  utility ;  such  as  the  sun,  the  moon,  foun- 
tains, &c.' 

The  faction  which  opposed  Pericles  not  daring 
openly  to  attack  him,  resolved  to  effect  his  ruin  by 
indirect  means.  He  was  the  friend  of  Anaxagoras 
who  admitted  one  Supreme  InteUigence.  In  virtue  of 
a  decree  enacted  against  all  who  deny  the  existence 
of  the  gods,  Anaxagoras  was  dragged  to  prison.  On 
his  trial  he  had  only  a  few  more  suffrages  in  his  fiai- 
vour  than  his  accuser,  and  for  these  he  was  indebted 
to  the  prayers  and  tears  of  Pericles,  who  sent  him  out 

'  Lys.  in  Andoc.  p.  111.    Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Ran.  v.  323.  Id. 
in  Av.  V.  1073.     Schol.  ibid.  ^  Laert.  lib.  9.  c.  52.    Joseph, 

in  Appion.  lib.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  493.  Cicer.  deNat.  Deor.  lib.  1.  c.  23. 
t.  ii.  p.  416.  ^  Cicer.  ibid.  c.  42.  t.  ii.  p.  432.  Sext.  Emptr. 
advi  Phys.  lib.  9.  p.  552.     Suid.  in  ITpo^.     . 

VOL.  II.  Y 


Digitized  by 


Google 


aas  TRAtBLS  OP  ANACHAMfS. 

bf  AtheUS;  Bttt  for  the  influence  of  his  patron,  the 
inosl  reli^ioud  of  philosophers  would '  have  been 
itohed  to  death  al^  an  atheist."" 

At  the  tiine  of  the  Sicilian  expedition,  and  at  the 
tnoment  that  Alcibiades  was  embarking  the  troops 
under  his  command^  the  statues  of  Mercury,  placed 
Itt  different  quarters  of  Athens>  were  found  all  mu- 
tiliLted  in  one  night.*"  The  whde  city  was  instantly 
thrown  into  coiilstenifttion.  Vi^ws  of  a  more  pro- 
found nature  were  imputed  tb  th&  auth^nrs  of  tlm 
impiety,  Which  was  regairded  as  the  w§rk  of  fac- 
tion. The  people  immediately  assembled :  and  wit- 
nesses appeared  who  charged  Alcibiades  with  ,dis- 
Iguritig  the  statues,  accusing  hifti  at  the  isame  time 
with  cd^brating  the  mysteries  of  Ceres  in  private 
houses,"^  with  the  companions  .of  his  debaucheries. 
The  soldiers,  however,  loudly  taking  the  part  of  their 
general,  his  trial  was  suspended  for  that  time:  but 
scai^cely  had  he  landed  in  Sicily,  before  hiis  enemies 
l^esumed  the  charge,^  informers  multiplied,  and  the 
prisons  werelfilled  with  citizens  devoted  to  destruc- 
tion by  injustice.  Several  were  put  to  death,  and 
others  escaped  only  by  flight.'t 

In  the  course  of  these  proceedings  ^n  incident 
odciih^,  that  evinces  theekceiss  tb  WBifeSi  the  pfebple 
(Mcty  their  blind  resentment.  One  of  the  witnesses 
being  interrogated  by  what  means  he  could  distin- 

"*  Hermip.  et  Hieron.  ap.  Laert.  1, 2.  $  13.  PluU  de  ProfecU 
t  ii.  p.  84.     Euseb.  Pnep.  Evangel,  lib.  14.  c.  14.  "  Plut.  in 

Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  200.         •  Andoc.  de  Myst,  p.  3.         '  Pint  ibid, 
p.  201.  *>  Andoc.  ibid. 
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^isii  the  ^er»on«  in  q«i^tk>iei  in  the  m^,  tUsWered : 
By  the  light  of  the  moon.  It  was  proved3  howBver> 
that  tiiere  was  then  no  moon ;  yet  this  g'laring  per- 
jury^ which  fiHed  every  honest  citizen  with  dismay/ 
only  served  to  increase  the  ftiry  of  the  people. 

Alcibi^uii^>  summoned  before  this  unworthy  tri- 
bunal, when  on  the  point  of  maldng  himself  master 
of  Messina^  and  perhaps  of  all  Sicily,  re&s^  to 
make  his  appearance,  und  was  condemned  to  die«' 
His  estates  were  sold^  atid  tiie  decree  proscribing 
him  and  branding  his  nume  with  infiaimy^  was  en^ 
graven  upon  a  column.'  The  priests  J6f  aH  the 
temples  had  orders  to  pronounce  dgainst  him  the 
most  horrible  imprecations ;  and  all  obeyed  ei&cept 
the  priejstess  Theano,  whose  answer  was  more  worthy 
of  being  preserved  on  a  column  than  the  pc^ular  de* 
cree:  '^  I  Was  appointed  to  my  office/'  said  she, 
'^  to  procure  for  men  the  blessings,  and  Hot  to  pro- 
nounce t>n  them  the  curses>  of  heaven.*** 

Alcibiades  having  offet*ed  his  servicei^  to  die  ene>- 
mies  of  his  country,  reduc^  tiie  Athenians  to  the 
very  brmk  trf  rnin.  When  they  found  it  at  lengtll 
necessary  to  reed  him^  4he  priests  of  Ceres  oppo<e^ed 
his  rrturn/  but  were  at  last  <H>nl9ftndn6d  to  (ab«oive 
him  from  the  imprecations  with  Which  they  had 
loaded  him ;  the  chief  of  the  sacred  ministers,  how- 
ever, artfully  expressed  himsdf  in  the  .Mlowing 


'  Plut.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  201.  •  Nep.  in  Alcib.  c.  4-  '  Plat, 
ibid.  p.  202.  Id.  QusBSt.  Rom.  t  li.  p.  2175.  "  Thucyd.  lib.  8. 
c.  53. 
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remarkable  terms :  ''  I  have  not  cursed  Alcibiades^ 
if  he  were  innocent."' 

Some  time  after  occurred  the  prosecution  against 
Socrates^  in  which  religion  was  only  the  pretext^  as 
I  shall  hereafter  demonstrate. 

Nor  are  the  Athenians  more  indulgent  to  the 
crime  of  sacrilege.  The  laws  punish  this  offence 
with  deaths  and  deprive  the  body  of  the  criminal  of 
Jhe  rites  of  sepulture.'  This  punishment^  which 
some  philosophers^  in  other  respects  enlightened^  do 
not  consider  as  too  severe/  is  extended^  by  the  false 
zeal  of  the  Athenians^  even  to  the  slightest  trans- 
gressions. Incredible  as  it  may  appear^  citizens  have 
been  condemned  to  die^  some  for  having  pulled  up  a 
shrub  within  the  precincts  of  a  sacred  wood ;  and 
others  for  having  killed  1  know  not  what  bird^  con- 
secrated to  iEsculapius.''  But  I  shall  relate  a  still 
more  dreadful  instance  of  severity.  A  leaf  of  gold 
having  fallen  from  the  crown  of  Diana^  was  picked 
up  by  an  infent.  The  child  was  so  very  youngs  that 
it  was  necessary  to  make  trial  of  his  discernment. 
The  leaf  of  gold^  therefore,  with  some  dice^  some 
play -things,  and  a  large  piece  of  money,  were  pre- 
sented to  him ;  and  the  child  having  given  the  pre- 
ference to  the  money^  the  judges  declared  this  to  be 
a  sufficient  proof  of  his  capacity  of  guilt,  and  caused 
him  to  be  put  to  death. ^ 

«  Plut.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  210.  ^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  427. 

«  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  854.         »  Mlinn.  Van  Hist.  lib.  5. 
c  17.        *  Id.  ibid,  c,  16.     Poll  lib.  9.  c*  6.  §  76. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

Journey  through  PhociB.^— The  Pythian  Games. — The 
Temple  and  Oracle  of  DelphL 

I  SHALL  frequently  speak  of  the  festivals  of  Greece ; 
I  shall  often  return  to  those  august  solemnities 
which  unite  the  various  nations  of  this  happy  coun- 
try. As  they  all  have  many  striking  features  of 
resemblance  to  each  other^  1  may  possibly  be  re- 
proached with  retracing  the  same  pictures.  But  what 
are  the  narratives  of  the  writers  who  recount  to  us  the 
wars  of  nations^  but  an  uniform  succession  of  scenes 
of  blood  and  slaughter  ?  and  what  pleasure  can  we 
derive  from  descriptions  that  exhibit  men  only  in  the 
convulsions  of  fury  or  despair?  Is  it  not  a  more  use- 
ful  and  more  pleasing  task  to  follow  them  in  the  hour 
of  peace  and  liberty ;  in  those  combats  which  exhi- 
bit and  expand  their  mental  powers  and  their  personal 
graces ;  in  those  festivals  in  which  taste  displays  all 
its  resources^  and  pleasure  all  its  charms? 

Those  moments  of  happiness^  so  wisely  contrived 
to  suspend  national  animosities/and  invite  individuals 
to  forget  their  sorrows;  those  moments  so  pleasing 
in  anticipation  from  the  hope  of  seeing  them  renewed^ 
and  so  delicious  from  the  impression  that  perpetuates 

*  See  the  map  of  Phocis.         *"  Isocr.  in  Paneg.  t.i.  p.  139. 
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them  in  the  mind  when  they  are  past  and  gone ; 
those  rapturous  moments  I  have  more  than  once  en- 
joyed, and,  I  freely  confess,  have  shed  tears  of  de- 
light, at  the  sight  of  thousands  of  my  fellow-creatures, 
united  by  the  same  interest,  abandoning  themselves 
in  concert  to  the  most  lively  joy,  and  giving  free 
course  to  those  affecting  emotions  which  form  the 
sublimest  spectacle  to  a  soul  endowed  with  sensibi- 
lity. Such  is  the  sc^ne  presented  by  the  Pythian 
games,  celebn^ted  every  four  y^trs  at  De!l^hi  in 
Pbocis. 

We  set  out  from  Athens  about  thQ  end  of  the 
month  Elaphebolion,  in  the  third  year  of  the  104tl} 
Olympiad.^  We  repaired  to  the  isthmus  of  Corinth, 
and  there>  embarking  at  Pages,  entered  the  gulf  of 
Crissa,  the  .very  day  the  featival  eommenced.f 

Preceded  and  followed  by  a  great  number  of  light 
vessels,  ite  made  the  harbour  of  Cirrha,  a  small  town 
situated  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Cirphis..  Between  this 
mount  and  Parnassus  runs  a  long  valley,  in  which 
chariot  and  horse  races  are  held.  The  Plistus  flows 
through  it  amidst  charming  meadows,^  which  were 
then  enamelled  with  all  the  various  colours  of  the 
spring.  After  visiting  the  Hippodron^us/  we  took 
one  of  the  paths  leading  to  Delphi,^ 

*  The  begioning  of  April  in  the  year  361  before  Christ* 
f  These  games  were  celebrated  in  the  third  year  of  each  Olym-r 
piad,  in  the  begioDing  of  the  mouth  Munychion,  which  in  the 
year  I  have  chosen  began  on  the  14th  of  April.  (Corsin.  Diss. 
Agoniftt.  in  i^ih.  Id,  Fast.  Att.  t,  iii,  p,  ^7.  Oodwtll  do 
Cycl.  p.  719.)  ^  Find.  Pyth.  od.  10.  v.  23.      Argum.  Pyth. 

p.  163.     Pausan.  lib.  10.  p.  817.  ""  Pausau.  ibid.  cap.  37. 

p.  893.  %  See  the  plan  of  Delphi  and  its  environs. 
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.  The  city  presented  itself  to  euF  viejir  in  the  form  of 
an  amphitheatre^  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain/ 
Already  we  discovered  the  temple  of  Apollo^  and  that 
prodigious  quantity  of  statues  vfhich  are  scattered^  in 
every  various  direction^  through  the  edifices  that  em-^ 
hellish  the  town.  The  gold>  with  which  most  of  them 
are  covered^  rejecting  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun^  shone 
with  a  refulgence  that  was  visible  at  a  great  distance.' 
At  the  same  time  were  seen^  slowly  advancing  ui  the 
jdain  and  over  the  hills^  processions  composed  of 
boys  and  girls^  which  seemed  to  dispute  with  each 
other  the  palm  of  magnificence  and  beauty.  From 
the  mountain  heights,  find  from  the  sea-coasts,  an 
immense  midtitudewere  all  hurrying  toward  Delphi; 
and  the  s^enity  of  the  day^  joined  to  the  n^ildness  of 
the  air  in  this  climate^  added  new  charms  to  tfafi 
pleasing  impressions  made  on  our  senses  from  every 
quartfor. 

Parnassus  is  a  chain  of  mountains  stretching 
towards  the  norths  and  on  t^e  southern  side  terr 
minating  in  two  points^  under  which  stands  (he 
city  of  De^hi^  which  is  only  sixteen  stadia  in  ciroum* 
ference.*"*  It  is  not  defended  by  walls^  but  by  precir 
pices^  which  environ  it  od  three  sides/  It  is  placed 
under  the  pro^ect^ion  of  Apollo ;  and  with  the  worship 
of  this  god  is  united  that  of  some  other  deities^  who 
are  termed  the  associate^  of  his  throne.    These  are 

^  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  418.  «  Justin,  lib.  24.  c.  7.  ^  Strab. 

lib.  9.  p.  418.  *  A  little  more  than  a  mile  and  three  quarters. 
'  Justin,  lib.  U.  c.  6. 
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.  Latona,    Diana,    and    Minerva-Providens :    their 
temples  are  at  the  entrance  of  the  city. 

We  stopped  for  a  moment  at  that  of  Minerva, 
and  saw,  in  the  inside,  a  golden  buckler  presented  by 
Crcesus,  king  of  Lydia ;  and  without,  a  large  brazen 
statue  consecrated  by  the  citizens  of  Marseilles,  in 
Gaul,  in  commemoration  of  advantages  gained  by 
them  over  the  Carthaginians.''  After  passing  near 
the  gymnasium,  we  found  ourselves  on  the  brink  of 
theCastsdian  fountain,  the  sacred  waters  of  which  are 
used  to  purify  both  the  ministers  of  the  altars,  and 
the  votaries  who  come  to  consult  the  oracle.^  From 
thence  we  ascended  to  a  temple,  situate  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  town,"  which  is  surrounded  by  a  vast 
enclosure,  filled  with  precious  offerings  made  to  the 
divinity. 

Nations  and  kings  who  receive  favourable  answers, 
gain  victories,  or  are  delivered  from  impending  mis- 
fortunes, think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  erect,  at  this 
place,  monuments  of  their  gratitude.  Individuals 
crowned  at  the  public  games  of  Greece,  and  all  per- 
sons who  have  been  eminently  useful  to  their  country^ 
or  rendered  illustrious  by  their  genius  or  abilities, 
have  monuments  erected  to  their  honour.  Here  the 
traveller  finds  himself  surrounded  by  a  people  of  he- 
roes, and  reminded  of  the  most  remarkable  events  of 
history.  Here  the  art  of  sculpture  shines  with  greater 
splendour  than  in  any  o^ber  part  of  Greece. 

^  Paiisan.  lib.  10.  p.  817.  '  Eurlp.  in  Ion.  v.  94.  Heliod. 
iEthiop.  lib.  2.  p.  107.         °*  Pausan.  lib.  10.  p.  318. 
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As  we  are  about  to  begin  our  examination  of  this 
immense  collection  of  sacred  riches^  a  Delphian^ 
named  Cleon^  offered  his  services  to  us  as  a  guide. 
He  was  one  of  those  interpreters  of  the  temple, 
whose  sole  occupation  is  to  satisfy  the  eager  curiosity 
of  strangers.**  But  as  Cleon,  by  continually  expa- 
tiating on  the  most  unimportant  details,  exhausted 
more  than  once  his  stock  of  knowledge  and  our  pa- 
tience, I  shall  abridge  his  recital,  and  frequently 
expunge  the  marvellous  with  which  he  delighted  to 
embellish  his  narrations. 

The  first  object  we  saw,  on  entering  the  enclosure,"" 
was  a  superb  brazen  bull.  This  bull,  said  Cleon, 
was. sent  by  the  inhabitants  of  Corcyra,  and  is  the 
work  of  Theopropus  of  iEgina.  The  nine  statues 
you  next  see  were  presented  by  the  Tegeatae,  after 
they  had  vanquished  the  Lacedaemonians;  among 
them  you  discover  Apollo,  Victory,  and  the  ancient 
heroes  of  Tegea.*  Those  opposite  to  them  were  given 
by  the  Lacedaemonians^  after  Lysander  had  defeated 
the  Athenian  fleet  nearEphesus.  The  seven  first  re- 
present Castor  and  Pollux,  Jupiter,  Apollo,  Diana, 
and  Lysander,  who  is  receiving  a  crown  from  the 
hand  of  Neptune  ;  the  eighth  is  for  Abas,  who  was 
soothsayer  in  the  army  of  Lysander;  and  the  ninth 
for  Hermon,  pilot  of  the  galley  commanded  by  the 
general.  Lysander  having  some  time  after  gained 
a  second  naval  victory  over  the  Athenians,  at  Mgos 

"  Plut.  de  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  395.  Lucian.  in  Philopseud. 
$  4  t.  iii.  p.  39.  Id.  in  Calumn.  p.  132.  ""  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c. 
9.  p.  818. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


390  TAAYfiLS  OP  ANACKABfilS. 

Potamos^  the  LacQctemoniana  immediately  »ent  to 
Delphi  ih^  itat^es  pf  the  principal  officers  of  xheUr 
army^  aad  of  th^  cbieli»  of  the  aUied  troops.  They 
are  twenty^eightiaQUBihcir;  you  see  Oiembehiadi 
thoie  of  which  I  have  just  spoken.^ 

That  horse  in  brass  is  a  pi'esent  of  the  Argiyef, 
The  insoriptiQn  on  the  pedestal  informs  you  that  the 
statues  which  surround  it  are  the  produce  of  the 
tenth  part  of  the  spoS^  taken  from  the  Persians  by 
the  Athenians  in  the  plains  of  Marathon.  They  are 
thirteen  in  number^  and  all  by  the  hand  of  Phidias. 
Observe  with  what  sublimity  he  has  ei;hibited  to  us 
Apollo^  Minerva^  Theseus^  Codrus^  and  several  of 
i^o^e  ancient  Athenians^,  who  merited  the  honour  of 
giving  their  names  to  the  tribes  of  Atb^nst  Mil» 
tiade^s  who  gained  the  b^tUe^  shines  conspicuous 
amidst  these  gods  and  heroes.^ 

The  nations  that  make  such  offerings^  frequently 
add  to  the  images  of  their  genemls  thope  of  th^ 
kingSi  and  individuals  who  have  gained  to  themselves 
immortal  ^gry.  You  have  another  example  of  this 
in  Uiat  gronp  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  statues^  eon^e-* 
erated  by  the  Argives  at  different  periods,  and  for 
different  yictories*  This  is  the  statue  of  Panaus^  the 
most  powerful  of  the  kings  of  Argos ;  this,  pf  Hy 
permn^stra,  bis  daughter ;  that  other,  of  his  son^ip-* 
law  l^yneens.  Here  are  the  principal  phiefs  who 
followed  Adrastus^  king  of  Agos^  in  the  first  Tb^hail 


^  Paasan.  lib.  IP,  c.  9.  p.  818.    Plut  in  Lysaad*  t,  i,  p.  443. 
•^Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  10.  p.  821. 
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war ;  there  the  leaders  who  distingtiished  themselves 
in  the  second :  here  you  see  EMomedes^  Sthenehis^ 
and  Amphiarausin  his  ear^  with  his  kinsman  Baton^ 
who  is  holding  the  reins.' 

It  is  impossible  to  proceed  a  single  step  without 
being  stopped  by  master-pieces  of  art.  Those  horses 
in  brass^  those  dejected  captives^  <ure  the  woik  of 
Ageladas  of  Argos^  and  a  present  from  the  people  of 
Tarentum  in  Italy.  This  figure  represents  Triopas^ 
the  founder  of  the  Cnldians  in  Caria ;  those  statues  of 
Laton^^  Apollo^' and  Diana^  shooting  their  arrows 
agf^nst  Tityusj  are  an  offering  of  the  same  people* 

This  portico^  in  which  so  many  beaks  of  ships^  and 
brazen  bucklers  are  suspended^  was  built  by  the  Athe* 
nians."  There  is  the  rock  on  which  an  ancient  sibyl^ 
natned  Herophila^  is  said  to  have  propounced  hor 
oracles.^  That  statue  with  a  breast-plate  and  ooat  of 
mail  was  sent  by  the  peopleof  Andros^  and  represents 
their  founder  Andreus.  The  Phocians  have  con^ 
secrated  this  Apolk>^  as  well  as  this  Minerva^  and 
that  Diana ;  the  people  of  PharsalosinThessaly,  that 
equestrian  statue  of  Achilles;  the  Macedonians^  this 
Apollo^  who  ishoklingahind ;  theCyreneans^  that  car 
in  which  Jupiter  appears  with  all  the  majesty  of  the 
sovereign  of  the  gods ;  and^  lastly^  the  conquerors  a| 
Salamis^  that  statue  twelve  cubits  high»^  holding  an 
ornament  of  a  ship^  which  you  see  near  the  gilded 
statue  of  Alexander  the  Firsts  king  of  Macedon.' 

'  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  10.  p.  9i%.  *  Id.  c.  1 1,  p.  825.  '  Id. 
c.  12.  p.  826.  "  Id,  c.  13.  p.  829.         *  17  Freach  Ceet  (or 

18  English).        '  Heeodot.  lib.  8,  c.  121. 
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Among  this  prodigious  number  of  monuments 
have  been  erected  several  small  edifices^  to  which  na- 
tions and  individuals  have  transmitted  considerable 
sums^  either  as  oflFerings  to  thegod^  or  by  way  of  de- 
positing them  in  a  place  of  safety.  When  they  are 
only  intended  as  a  deposit^  care  is  taken  to  inscribe 
the  name  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  treasure  belongs^ 
that  they  may  have  recourse  to  it  in  case  of  need.^ 

We  visited  the  treasuries  of  the  Athenians^  the 
Thebans^  the  Cnidians^  the  Syracusans^  &c.>  and 
were  convinced  that  report  had  not  exaggerated 
when  it  was  affirmed^  that  we  should  find  more  gold 
and  silver  at  Delphi  than  is  contained  probably  in 
all  the  rest  of  Greece. 

In  the  treasury  of  the  Sicyonians^  among  other 
singularities^  we  saw  a  golden  bopk  presented  by  a 
woman  named  Aristomache^  who  had  won  the  prize 
of  poetry  at  the  Isthmian  games.*  They  showed  us, 
in  that  of  the  Siphnians,  a  great  quantity  of  gold,  the 
produce  of  the  mines  they  worked  formerly  in  their 
island  ;^  and  in  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Acanthus, 
some  iron  obelisks,  presented  by  Rhodope  the  cour- 
tezan.""  Is  it  possible,  exclaimed  I,  that  such  an  offer 
could  have  been  acceptable  to  Apollo  ?  Stra«iger,  said 
a  Greek,  whom  I  did  not  know,  to  me,  Were  the 
hands  that  raised  these  trophies  more  pure  ?  You 
have  just  read  on  the  gate  of  the, asylum  in  which 


y  Xen.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  5.  p.  349.  '  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  11. 

p.  823.         *  Plut.  Sympos.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  675.         *•  Pausan.  lib. 
10.  c.  1 1.  p.  823.         ^  Plut.  de  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  400. 
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vre  now  are :  The  inhabitants  of  Acanthus 
VANQUISHERS  OF  THE  ATHENIANS;^  and  elscwbere^ 
The  Athenians  Vanquishers  of  the  Corin- 
thians ;  The  Phocians  of  the  Thessauans  ; 
The  Orneat^  of  the  Sicyonians,  &c.  These 
inscriptions  were  written  with  the  blood  of  a  million 
of  Greeks.  The  god  is  surrounded  only  with  mo- 
numents of  our  folly  and  madness  f  and  you  are 
astonished  that  his  priests  should  accept  the  offering 
of  a  courtezan ! 

The  richest  of  all  the  treasuries  is  the  Corinthian. 
In  that  is  preserved  the  greater  part  of  the  offerings 
made  by  different  princes  to  the  temple  of  Apollo. 
We  there  found  the  sumptuous  presents  of  Gyges 
king  of  Lydia^  among  which  the  most  remarkable 
are  six  large  craterae  of  gold,*  of  the  weight  of  thirty 
talents  .^f 

The  liberality  of  this  prince,  said  Cleon  to  us,  was 
entirely  eclipsed  by  the  munificence  of  Croesus,  one 
of  his  successors,  who,  on  consulting  the  oracle, 
was  so  well  satisfied  with' the  answer  he  received, 
that  he  sent  to  Delphi,  1st,  one  hundred  and  seven- 
teen semiplinths  j;  of  gold,  a  palm  thick;  most  of 
them  six  palms  in  length,  and  three  broad ;  each 

^  Plut.  in  Lysand.  t.  i.  p.  433.  «  Plut.  de  Pyth.  ut  supra. 

*  The  craterae  were  large  vases  in  the  shape  of  cups,  in  which 
the  ancients  mixed  their  wine  and  water.  ^  Herod ot.  lib.  1. 

c.  14.  +  See,  as  well  respecting  this  article  as  the  following, 

the  table  of  Attic  weights,  and  note  XIX.  at  the  end  of  the  vo- 
lume. X  By  plinth  is  generally  understood  an  architectural 
ornament,  consisting  of  a  member,  in  the  form  of  a  sfnall  square 
tablet. 
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we^hin^  two  talented  except  four  which  weighed 
only  a  talent  and  a  half.  Yt>u  will  see  them  in  the 
tidtnple.  By  the  manner  in  which  they  were  ^s- 
pmedj  they  servi^  as  a  base  for  a  lion  of  the  same 
tnetal^  which  fell  down  at  the  time  the  temple  was 
bumt^  which  happened  a  few  years  after.  You 
have  it  before  your  eyes.  It  then  weighed  ten  ta- 
lentd  ;  but  since  it  has  been  damaged  by  the  fire^  it 
now  weighs  no  more  than  six  and  a  half.^ 

2dly.  Two  large  craterae,  the  one  bf  gold^  weigh- 
ing eight  talents  and  forty-two  min« ;  the  other  of 
silver^  containing  six  hundred  amphorsB.  You  have 
seen  the  finst  in  the  treasury  of  the  Oazomenians; 
the  second  you  wiU  see  in  the  vestibule  of  the 
temple.'' 

3dly.  Four  silver  viases  in  the  shape  of  bairels, 
and  of  a  very  considerable  size.^  You  see  ail  the 
four  in  this  pkce.*" 

4thly.  Two  large  ewers^  one  of  goH,  tfaeotker 
ctfisilver.* 

dthiy .  A  gtMen  statue^  representing,  itis  said^  the 
woman  who  made  the  br^d  of  thiK  prince.  The 
statue  is  three  cubits  hi^^  and  V^ghs  eight  ta- 
lents."" 

6thly.  To  these  offerings  Croesus  added  a  number 
of  silver  ingots,  the  nec]f:laces  and  girdles  of  bis  wife, 
and  other  not  less  valuable  presents. 

sH^odot  lib.  1.  cap.  50.  Biod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  f).  49SL 
^  ficrrcNlot.  lib.  1.  c.  51.  <  Plot,  in  Syll.  t.  i.  p.  459.         ^H». 

to^X.  lib.  1.  c.  51.  *  Id.  ibid.  »  Id.  ibid.  Pkit.  de  Pytk 
Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  401. 
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Oton  next  shewed  us  a  golden  cratera  sent  by 
the  city  of  Roine^  in  Italy^  to  Delphi ;''  and  after* 
wards  the  necklace  of  Helen.''  We  enamerated 
likewise^in  the  temple^  and  in  the  different  trea^ 
8uries>  Hktee  hundred  and  sixty  phials  or  cups  of 
gold^  each  weighing  two  minae.*** 

All  these  tr^^sures^  together  with  those  1  have  not 
mentioned^  amount  to  a  prodigious  sum^  of  which 
some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  following  fact. 
Some  time  after  our  journey  to  Delphi^  the  Phocians 
seized  oh  the  temjde^  and  the  gold  and  silver  which 
they  melted  into  bullion^  Were  estimated  at  upwaMs 
of  ten  thousand  talents^'^t  * 

On  totliin^  but  of  th&  Corinthian  tre^sury^  we 
continued  to  inn  over  the  monuments  of  the  sacred 
precinct.  Here^  said  Cleon,  is  a  group  that  merits 
your  attention.  Observe  vvith  what  rage  Apollo  ^mA 
Hercules  are  disputing  for  a  tripod,  and  with  what 
^earnestness  Latona  and  Diana  endeavour  to  restrain 
the  former^  and  Minerva  the  latter.'  These  five  sla* 
tues,  executed  by  three  artists  of  Corinth^  were  con- 
secrated in  this  place  by  the  Phocians.*  This  tripod, 
ornamented  with  gold,  and  supported  by  a  brazen 
dragon,  was  offered  by  the  Greeks  after  the  battle  of 
I^tsea.^  The  Tarentines  of  Italy,  after  sonie  advan-^ 

»  Liv.  lib.  5.  c.  28.     Plut  in  CamilL  t.  i.  p.  133.  •  Diod. 

Sic.  lib.  16. p.  458.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  45i.  *  2  pounds  3  ounces. 
^  I^od.  Sic.  lib.  36.  p.  453.  f  More  than  fifty-four  millions  of 
Uvres  (or  above  two  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling).  '  Pansao.  lib.  10.  €.  1 3.  p.  830.  '  Herodot 
lib.  8.  c.  27.        '  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  13.  p.  830. 
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tages  gained  over  their  enemies^  sent  these  equestrian, 
and  those  other  pedestrian  statues.  They  represent 
the  principal  chieftains  of  the  victors  and  the  van- 
quished.'' The  brazen  wolf,  which  you  see  near  the 
principal  altar/  is  the  gift  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Delphi ;  and  that  palm-tree,  and  this  Minerva,  of 
the  sarnie  metal,  the  offering  of  the  Athenians.  The 
Minerva  formerly  was  gilt,  as  well  as  the  fruit  of  the 
palm-tree ;  but  about  the  time  of  the  expedition  into 
Sicily,  some  ravens  gave  a  presage  of  the  defeat  of 
the  Athenians,  by  plucking  off  the  fruit  from  the 
tree,  and  piercing  the  buckler  of  the  goddess.^ 

As  ^e  seemed  to  entertain  some  doubt  respecting 
this  &ct,  to  corroborate  it  Cleon  added  :  Why,  was 
not  this  column,  which  stood  near  the  statue  of  Hiero, 
king  of  Syracuse,  thrown  down  the  very  day  of  the 
death  of  that  prince?  Did  not  the  eyes  fall  out 
from  the  statue  of  that  Spartan,  a  few  days  before 
he  perished  at  the  battle  of  Leuctra?'  and^  about  the 
same  time,  did  not  the  two  golden  stars  which  Ly- 
sander  had  dedicated  in  honour  of  Castor  and 
Pollux  disappear  ?* 

These  examples  had  such  aii  effect  upon  us,  that, 
to  avoid  being  overwhelmed  with  others,  we  resolved 
to  leave  Cleon  in  peaceable  possession  of  his  fables. 
Mark  well,  continued  he,  the  marble  that  covers  the 
ground  on  which  you  tread.    This  is  the  central  point 

«  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  1-3.  p.  830.  "^  Id.  ibid.  c.  14.  p.  832. 

y  Plut  in  Nic.  t.  i.  p.  531.     Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  16.  p.  834.     »  Plut. 
de  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  397.   .  »  Cicer.  de  Divin.  lib.  1.  c.  34. 

t.  iii.  p.  29. 
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of  the  whole  earth  ;^  the  point  that  is  equidistant 
from  the  places  where  the  sua  rises^  and  Ihose^  where 
he  sets.  It  is  said  that^  to  discover  this^  Jupiter  dis- 
patched two  eagles  from  those  two  extremities  of  the 
worid^  which  met  together  precisely  at  the  spot/ 

Cieon  did  not  spare  us  a  single  inscription  ;  but 
principally  directed  pur  attention  to  the  oracles  pro- 
nounced by  the  priestesjs^  which  are  studiously  ex- 
posed to  the  eyes  of  the  pubUc  ;"*  takingcare  to  lay  par- 
ticular stress  on  such  as  had  been  justified  by  the  event. 

.  Among  the  offerings  of  the  kings  of  Lydia,^  I  for- 
got to  speak  of  alarge  silver  cratera^  sent  by  Alyattes, 
the  base  of  which  still  excites  the  admiration  of  the 
Greeks^*  perhs^s  from  its  proving  the  recency  of  the 
arts  in  Greece.  This  base  is, of  iron^  in  the  form  of 
a  tower^  and  wider  at  the  bottom  than  at  top ;  it  is 
of  perforated  work^  and  several  animals  at  play  are 
seeathrough  the  foliage  with  which  it  is  ornamented. 
The  different  parts  of  it.  are  not  joined  by  nails ;  it  is 
otie  of  the  first  works  in  which  solder  was  used.  It 
is  attributed,  to  Glaucus  of  Chios^  who  lived  near 
two  centuries  ago^^  and  first  discovered  the  secret  of 
soldering  iron. 

Our  attention  was  attracted  by  an  infinity  of  other 
monuments.     We  had  seen  the  statue  of  Gorgias  the 

'  *  ^ffischyl.  in  Choeph.  v*  1036.  Eurip.  in  OresU  v.  330;  in^ 
Phcebiss.  ▼.  944 ;  in  Ion.  v.  ^23.  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  t.  ii* 
p.  497.  ^^  Pausan.  lib.  10.  p.  835.  Pindar.  Pith.  4.  v.  6.  Schol. 
ifeid.     Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  419.     Plut.   de  Orac.  Pef.  t.  ii.  p«  409- 

*  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  428.     Vahd.  de  Orac.  p.  J  38  et  175 

*  Herodot.  lib.  c.  35.  Pausan.  lib.  10.  p.  834.  Plut.  de  Orac 
Def.  t.  ii.  p.  436.     Kegesancl.  ap.  Afhen.  lib.  5.  p.  910. 
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rhetorieian^'  and  the  innumerable  statues  of  the  vic^ 
tors  in  the  different  games  of  Greece.  But  if  the 
eye  be  struck  with  the  magnificence  of  such  a 
quantity  of  offerings  coUected  together  at  Delphi, 
it  is  not  less  astonished  at  the  excellence  of  their 
workmanship  ;^  for  almost  all  of  them  have  been  con- 
secrated in  the  last  or  present  century,  and  were  in 
general  executed  by  the  noblest  sculptors  that  have 
appeared  in  both  ages. 

Prom  the  sacred  precinct,  we  entered  the  temple, 
which  was  built  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago,»»*the  ancient  one  having  been  destroyed  by  fire. 
It  was  rebuilt  by  order  of  the  Amphictyons  ;f  and 
the  architect,  Spintharus  of  Corinth,  undertook  to 
finish  it  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  talents.;}; 
Three  fourths  of  that  sum  were  raised  by  a  tax  on 
the  different  cities  of  Greece,  and  the  other  fourth 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Delphi,  who,  in  order  to  fur- 
nish their  contingent,  made  a  collection  of  pious 
donations  even  in  the  remotest  countries.  An  AAe- 
nian  fiimily  added  likewise,  at  its  own  expense, 
several  embdlishments  not  in  the  original  jinxi.^ 

'  Hennip.  ap.  Athea.  lib.  11.  c.  15.  p.  d05«  Cicer.  de  Orat. 
lib.  3.  c.  32.  t.  i.  p.  310.  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  18.  p.  842»  Valer. 
Max.  lib.  8.  c.  15.  in  extern.  »  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  419.  *  Mem. 
de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  iii.  p.  150.  *  About  the  year  513 
'before  Christ.  +  These  were  deputiesr  from  different  cities, 
who  assembled  every  year  at  Delphi,  and  had  the  inspection  of 
ihe  temple.     I  shall  speak  of  them  hereafter.  %  IfiOOfiOO 

livres  (66,6662.  13s.  4d,);  but  the  talent  being  of  greater  value 
at  that  time  than  afterwards,  something  may  be  added  to  tbis 
estimation.  '  Herodot.  lib.  2.  p.  180 ;  lib.  5.  c.  62.     Pausan. 

lib.  10.  p.  811. 
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:  The  edifice  is  bi»k  of  a  .very  beautifiil;  ^pne,  b^t 
the  frontispiece  is  of  Pariati  marMe^  (kk  the  pe^^ 
inent  two  Athenian  setilpt/ors  have  repres^iited 
Dtana>  Latona^  ApoUo^  t}it  Mu9es»  jBaccbus;,  ajQ4 
other  diTinities.^  Front  the  ee^iti^  qff  the  cohuoA 
are  suspended  several  kinds  of  gilded ^mour^  and. 
espedaliy  bucklers  offei^  by  tiie  Athemans  in  ine^ 
mory  of  the  battle  of  fiforathon.!. 

The  vestibule  is  de<?0Fat^  U^itfa  paintings  wlucU 
reprei9efit  the  battte  of  the  giaat$  and  the  gods^  thie 
rcombarf  between  Hercules  aiid  the  Hydn^  and  that  of 
BdUerophoii  with  the  Chimsesa.*"  We  see  there  Kke- 
wss^  a  nnnber  of  altars/  a  bust  of  Homer/  %am^  ve^* 
-sels  of  tastral  water/  and  other  l£urge  vessels  ior 
niixing  die  wine  and  water  made  use  of  in  Kbations/ 
On  the  wall  are  niscribed  several  short  si^tences^ 
some  of  which  an  attributed  to  tibe  seven  Grecian 
sages.  Tbey  contain  moial  raaxiias^  and  have  th^ 
appearance  of  admonitions  givten  by  the  gods  tQ  all 
vi^o  coMe  to  worship  then/  The  divinity  btmscjLf 
seems  4o  say^  Know  thyself.  Too  much  of  in o* 
<rHiNo.    MisMmtiKB  ciiosEir  punsiifs  twee. 

A  w^ord^f  twia  letters^  f)lwed  ovier  the  gate,  hs^ 
^v^n  occasion  to  vaflrioiiscftplanatians;  bat  the  moi^t 
skilfuUtiterpr«ters>disoover  initapto 
Ittimdasigiiificationds!,  Thou  mct;  a  ce8ife(»$ion  .>^ 

^  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  19.  p.  842.  >  Id.  ibid.     JEschin.  ia 

£tte^li.  f).  446.  '^  Buri^.  in  Ion.  «.  JtVCk  *" Jd.-ibid.  ^ir86. 
<<  VadisaffiiRba  «d/  d  1 9.  >  ^87 J  >  n^Uod.  Jftthiapj  ^  Hif- 
i%ilm: lib»^  1 :  Gi4 1.  •'* VhtJ in Ak^b. t. ii. .p.  IS4 m.  129.  *■  Id. 
mt^httnA.  p<  an.  Ken.  Mtfimnr;  lfi>.  4,f .  796.  PikiinQ.  lib  10. 
p.  857. .   Piin.  lib.  7.  c.  82.  p.  393.  .1     ;       : 
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the  nothingness  of  man^  and  an  homage  worthy  of 
the  divinity^  to  whom  alone  appertains  existence.* 

In  the  same  place  we  read^  on  a  tablet  suspended 
on  the  wall^  these  words^  inscribed  in  large  cfaarac- 
'  ters :  Let  no  one  approach  these  places^  edt  with 
PURE  hands/ 

I  shall  not  stq[>  to  describe  the  interior  riches  of 
the  temple ;  they  may  be  judged  of  from  those  of  the 
outside.  I  shall  only  observe^  that  we  there  see  a 
colossal  statue  of  ApoUo^  in  brass^  consecrated  by 
the  Amphictyons  ;*  and  that,  amid  the  statues  of  the 
gods^  the  seat  in  which  Pindar  sang  the  hymns  he 
had  composed  in  honour  of  Apollo  is  preserved^  and 
shown  to  those  who  visit  the  temple/  Such  circum^ 
stances  I  particularly  notice^  to  show  how  higUy 
genius  is  honoured  by  the  Greeks. 

Within  the  sanctuary  is  the  statue  of  Apollo;  in 
gold ;'  and  that  ancient  oracle^  the  answers  of  .wbich 
have  so  often  decided  on  the  &te  of  empires.  The 
discovery  of  this  was  made  by  accident.  Some  goats 
straying  among  the  rocks  of  Mount  Parnassus^  and 
approaching  a  fissure  in  the  earth  that  emitted  un- 
wholesome e^thalations^  are  said  to  have  been  sud- 
denly affected  with  extraordinary^ and  convulsive 
motions.'  The  shepherds  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbourhood^  flocking  to  see  this  prodigy^  breathed 


"  Plot,  de  EL  t.  ii^  p.  384.  '  Ladai.  de  Saerif.  §  13.  U  t. 
p.  (36.  U.  in  Henboi.  §  1 1. 1.  L  p.  750.  •  Dio^.  3ic.  Ub.  15. 
p.  439.  *  PaSBoa.  lib.  10.  c.  24n>.  858.  y  Id.  ibid.  *  Pint, 
a^  Oca^.  IM  t.  ii.  p.  ^33.  P^vifii^  il^.  c.  5.  p.  800.  Oiod.  Bia 
Hb.'^.p.4«7. 
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the  same  vi^ur,  experienced:  thje^sameeflTects^  and, 
in  their  delirium^  pronounced  broken  and  unconoected 
phrases.  These  words  were  instantly. taken  for.  pre- 
dictions^ and  the  viqpour  of  the  cayern  was  supposed 
to  be  a  divine  breath  which  unveiled  the  secrets  of 
futurity.** 

Several  ministers  are  employed  in  the  temple. 
The  first  who  presents  himself  to  the  eyesof  strangers 
is  a  young  man^«frequently  educated  from  his  earliest 
years  close  to  the  very  altar,  and  always  oUiged  to 
live  in  the  most  scrupulous  continence.  It  is  his 
o£Sce  to  attend  to  the  cleanliness,  as^  well  as  decpjrar 
tion,  of  the  holy  places.^  As  soon  as  day  appears, 
he  repairs,  followed  by  the  persons  who  work  under 
his  orders,  to  a  little  sacred  wood,  to  gather  bmnches 
of  laurel,  and  form  them,  into  crowns,  whiph  he  af- 
fixes to  the  gates  and  walls,  and  hangs  round  the 
altars  and  the  tripod,  whence  the  Pythia  pronounces  . 
her  oracles;  he  draws  water. from  the  fountain Cas: 
talia,  to  fill  the  vases  in  the  vestibule,  and  to  sprinkle 
within  the  temple;  he  next  takes  his  bow  and  quiver 
to  chase  away  the  birds  that  perch  upon  the  roof  of 
the  edifice,  or  on  the  statues  which,  are  within  the 
sacred  precinct. 

The  functions  of  the  prophets  are  of  a  more  ex- 
alted kind;  they  station  themselves  near  the  Pythia,^ 
collect,  arrange,  and  interpret  her  answers,  some* 


•  Ptin.  lib.  2.  c.  93.  p.  116.        *  See  note  XX  at  the  end  of 
tke  volume.         ^  Eurip.  id  Iods  ▼•  95«  &c  ^  Van  Dale  de 

Orac.  p.  104.    Mem^  de  TAcad.  dee  BelL  Lettr.  t.  iii.  p..lS6. 
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timefis  ^mihittitig  them  to  other  ministers/  who  imt 
ihem  itilo  verBe> 

"'  Those  who  are  called  sacred  persons  participate 
In  the  functions  of  the  prophets^  and  arefivein  num'- 
ber.  Thii^  priesthood  is  perpetual  in  their  £amily, 
which  pretends  to  deduqe  its  origin  from  Deucalion.* 
Women  of  ait  advanced  age  are  employed  to  take 
care  ftat  the  sacred  "fire  is  never  extinguished/ 
Which  they  are  obliged  to  keep  alive  with  the  wood 
6f  the  fir*tree.*  A  niumber  of  sacrificers,  auguns* 
isoothsayers  and  subordinate  officers^  add  maj^y 
atid  solemnity  to  the  worship  of  die  god^  and  scarcely 
suffice  to  gratify  the  eager  curiodty  of  strangers  who 
resort  to  De^i  from  all  partfi  of  the  world. 

Besides  the  sacrifices  offered  as  thanksgivings,  in 
e^tjpiation  of  faults,  or  to  implore  die  protection  of 
the  divinity,  there  are  others  which  must  precede 
the  answier  of  the  oracle,  and  are  fhemsdves  prer 
ceded  by  various  ceremonies. 
•  While  we  were  listening  to  this  detud,  we  saw,  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  in  witajt  is  called  the  aacised 
road,  a  great  number  of  carriages  fiUed  with  men, 
women,  and  children,*  who,  as  soon  as  they  al^ted, 
formed  their  ranks,  and  advanced  towards  Uie  temple, 
Mnging  hymns.  Tliey  liad  come  from  Peleiposinesus 
to  etifer  to  the  god  the  lioinage  of  the  different  states 
thatlAhaSiitthatcountiy.  The'9PheoriiL,orfirQce8S)oa 

\  Plut.  de  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  407.  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  419. 
'"Phit.  '<|u8B6t.  OnBC.  t.  n.  p.  292.;  et  de  O^ac  DeL  p.  43S. 
r  iEscbyL  in  Choepk  v.  I0S7.  Pint  in  Num.  t.  i.  p.  66.  'Pbijb 
da  Eh  ^ii.  p.  J85.       -^  Plut  Qosst.  Ghrasc.  t^ii.  p.  .304.    .    .  .^ 
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of  the  Athenians^  daon  after  followed  them^andwaf^ 
succeeded  by  deputations  from  several  other  cities^, 
amoiig  which  we  distinguished  that  of  the  isl^  of 
Chios^  composed  of  one  hundred  boys.' 

In  my  account  of  the  voyage  I  made  to  Delos^  I 
shall  speak  more  at  length  of  these  deputations,  of 
their  magnificence^  the  admiration  they  excite^  andthe^ 
lustre  they  add  to  the  festivals  which  they  are.sent  to 
celebrate.  Those  who  now  came  to  Delphij  ranged 
tiiemselves  around  the  temple^  presented  their  offer «- 
ings^  and  sang  hymns  accompanied  with  dances/  in 
honour  of  Apollo.  The  chorus  of  the  Athenians  wa» 
particularly  distinguished  by  the  harinony  of  th^^. 
voices^  and  their  superior*  Imowledge  and  skill.^  . 

Every  instant  disclosednew  and  interesting  scenes. 
But  how  is  it  possible  to  describe  them ;  or  represent 
those  various  motions^  those  concerts^  those  shouts> 
those  august  ceremonies^  that  tumultuous  joy^  and 
those  rapidly  changing  spectacles^  which,  by  their 
contrasts^  gave  to  each  other  new  charms  ?  We  were 
hurried  along  to  the  theatre^'  where  several  competi* 
tors  in  poetry  and  music  were  to  dispute  the  prize, 
The  Amphictyons  presided  at  these  cqmpetitions ;  foe 
tbey>  at  various  times^  have  instituted  the  different 
games  celebrated  at  Delphi."  They  superintend 
them^  preserve  order^  and  decree  the  laurel  to  the 
victor." 

Several  poets  entered  the  lists.     The  subject  of 

*  Herodot.  lib.  6.  c.  %7.  ^  Xen.  Memor.  lib.  3.  p.  765. 

*  Plut.  Sympos.  lib.  2.  c.  4.  U  ii.  p.  638.     Pausan.  lib.  10.  c  31. 
p.  877.  "  Pausan.  ibid.  c.  7.  p.  813.     Sirab,  lib;  9.  p.  421- 

"  Pind.  Pylh.  4.  v.  118.  "  Schol.  ibid. 
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the  prize  is  a  hymn  to  Apollo,"*  which  the  author  him-' 
self  sings/ accompanied  with  his  cithara.  Harmony 
of  voice^  and  the  art  of  sustaining  it  by  melodious 
sounds^  have  such  influence  on  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  and  hearers^  that,  for  want  of  these  two  ad- 
vantages, Hesiod  was  formerly  excluded  from  the 
competition;  whilst  other  authors,  by  uniting  them 
in  an  eminent  degree,  have  obtained  the  prize, 
though  they  appeared  with  works  not  of  their  own 
composition.^  The  poems  we  heard  possessed  great 
beauties,  and  that  which  received  the  crown  was  so 
violently  applauded,  that  the  heralds  were  under  the 
necessity  of  commanding  silence.  We  then  saw 
the  players  on  the  flute  advance. 

The  subject  usually  proposed  is  the  combat  of 
Apollo  with  the  serpent  Python,  and  it  is  an  indis- 
pensable requisite  in  the  composition,  that  the  five 
leading  circumstances  of  the  conflict  may  be  distin- 
guished .">  The  first  part  is  but  a  prelude ;  the  action 
commences  in  the  second,  and  becomes  animated 
and  terminates  in  the  third;  in  the  fourth  are  heard 
the  shouts  of  victory ;  and  In  the  fifth  the  hissings 
of  the  monster  before  he  expires/ 

No  sooner  had  the  Amphictyons  adjudged  the 
prize,  than  they  repaired  to  the  stadium,  where  the 
foot  races  were  ready  to  begin.  A  crown  was  pro- 
posed for  those  who  should  run  the  prescribed  dis- 


•  Strab.  lib,  9.  p.  421.  p  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c  7.  p.  813. 

^  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  421.     Argum.  in  Pytb.  Pind.  p.  163.     Hesych. 
in  Ayaw.        '  SUab.  ibid.     Poll;  lib.  4   c.  10.  §  84. 
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tuice  soonest;  another  for  those  who  should  run  it 
twice ;  and  a  third  for  those  who  should  run  it  twelve 
times  without  stopping/  These  are  called  the  single^ 
tlHBi  double^  and  the  long  course.  To  these  different 
exercises  succeeded  the.  race  for  children/ that  of 
men  armed,  wrestlings  boxing/  and  several  of  those 
combats  which  I  shall  more  particularly  describe 
\^en  I  come  to  speak  of  the  Olympic  games. 

Formerly  the  victors  were  rewarded  with  a  sum 
of  money/  but  since  it  has  been  determined  to  con- 
fer higher  honours  on  them^  they  are  presented 
only  with  a  crown  of  laurel. 

We  supped  with  the  Theori,  or  deputies  of  ihe 
Athenians.  Some  of  them  proposed  to  consult  the 
oracle^  and  the  next  day  they  were  to  receive  an- 
swers to  their  questions.  For  the  oracle  can  be  ap- 
ro  a  ched  only  on  certain  days  of  the  year^  and  the 
Pythia  ascends  the  tripod  but  once  in  a  hlonth*' 
We  determined  likewise  to  interrogate  it  in  our 
turn,  merely  from  a  motive  of  curiosity^  and  with- 
out the  smallest  confidence  in  the  answers  we  might 
receive. 

During  the  whole  nighty  the  youth  of  Delphi^  dis- 
persed about  the  streets^  sang  verses  in  honour  of  the 
persons  who  had  been  crowned.'  The  people  made 
the  air  ring  with  long  and  tumultuous;  applauses^  and 
all  nature  seemed  to  participate  in  the  triumph  of  the 

*  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  l«ettr.  t.  iii.  p.  308;  t,  ix.  p.  386. 
*  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  7.  p.  814.  "  Piod.  Nem.  od.  6.  v.  60.  He- 
liod.  Mi)nop.  lib.  4.  p.  159.  *  Pausan.  ibid. ,  ^  Plut.  Quasst. 
iGiaec.  t.  ii.  p.  292.         *Pmd..Nem.  od.  6.  t.  66.  Schol.  ibid. 
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Tictons.  The  numberiew  echoes  in*  the  enviro|i§ 
of  Parnassus^  suddenly  awaked  by  the  sound  of 
trumpets,  resounded  their  notes  through  the  ca- 
Terns  and  the  valleys/  and  repeated  to  each  o^ii^V^ 
and  bore  a&r  the  clamorous  expressions  6i[  the 
public  joy. 

The  following  day  we  repaired  to  the  temple^  gave 
in  our  questions  in  writing/  and  waited  till  our  turn 
of  approaching  the  Pythia  was  decided  by  lot""  No 
sooner  had  we  received  the  proper  notice^  than  we 
saw  her  pass  through  the  temple/  accompanied  by 
some  prophets^  bards^  and  sacred  persons^  who  en^ 
tered  with  her  into  the  sanctuary.  Melancholy  and 
dejected^  she  seemed  to  go  with  reluctance^  like  a 
victim  dragged  to  the  altar.  She  chewed  laurel/ and^ 
as  she  passed^  threw  into  the  sacred  fire^  some  leaves 
of  it  mixed  with  barley-meal  :^  she  wore  a  wreath  of 
it  on  her  head,  and  her  brow  was  bound  with  a 
fiUet.^" 

-  Formerly  there  was  only  one  Pythia  at  Delphi; 
but  since  the  oracle  has  become  more  frequented^ 
three  have  been  appointed  /  and  since  a  Thessalian 
violated  one  of  the  priestesses^  it  was  decreed  that 
they  should  be  more  than  fifty  yea^rs  of  age.^  They 
ofiieiate  by  turns^  and  are  chosen  from  amongst  the 
lowest  classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Delphi.^    In  ger 

•  Justin,  lib.  24.  c.  6.  ^  Aristoph.     Schol.  in  Plut  v.  39. 

Van  Dale  de  Orac.  p.  116.  *^  Eurip.  in  Ion.  v.  419.  iEschyl. 
in  £um.  t.  39.  **  Id.  ibid.  7.42.  ®  Lucian.  in  Bis.  Accus. 
^  1.  t.  ii.  p.  792.  '  Plut.  de  Pyth.  Orac  t-  ii.  p.  397.     Id  de 

EK  p.  385.  ^  Lucan.  Pharsal.  lib.  6.  p.  143  et  170.  ^  Plut. 
de  Orac  Def.  p.  414.  » Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  428..  ^  ^  Eurip. 
in  Ion.  V.  92. 
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cieral/they  are  poor  girls  diBsdtttte  of  education  and 
experience^  of  unexceptionable  morals^  but  a  very  li- 
mited understanding.'  They  must  be  simply  dressed^ 
avoid  the  use  of  perfumes/  and  pass  their  lives  in 
the  practice  of  religious  exercises.  . 

A  number  of  strangers  were  assembled  to  con- 
sult the  oracle.  The  temple  was  surrounded  by 
victims^  bleeding  beneath  the  sacred  knife^  and 
mingling  their  cries  with  the  voices  of  their  singers. 
The  impatient  desire  of  prying  into  futurity  wa» 
marked  on  every  countenance^  with  all  that  hope' 
and  fear  inseparable  from  suspense,  > 

One  of  the  priests  undertook  to  prepare  us.  Af^ 
ter  being  thoroughly  purified  by  the  consecrated  wa** 
ter^  we  offered  a  bull  and  a  she  goat.  To  indicate 
that  this  sacrifice  is  acceptable  to  the  gods^  it  is  ne*< 
cessary  that  the  bull  should  readily  eat  the  flour  pre^ 
sented  to  him^  and  that  the  limbs  of  the  goat  should 
palpitate  for  some  moments  after  cold  water  is  throwit 
on  them*  No  reason  was  given  us  for  these  ce- 
remonies ;  but  the  more  inexplicable  they  are^  the 
more  do  they  inspire  veneration.  The  event  having 
proved  the  purity  of  our  intentions;  w^  returned  into 
the  temple  with  our  heads  crowned  with  laurel^  and 
bearing  in  our  hands  a  branch  encircled  with  a  nar- 
row fillet  of  white  wool.''  With  this  symbol  the 
suppliants  approach  the  altars. 


»  Plut  de  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  405.  » Id.  ibid.  p.  397. 

"  Plot.  deOracDef.  t.  ii.  p.  435  et  437,     -  "*  Vian.  Dale  de  Orao. 
p.  114. 
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We  were  next  conducted  into  a  chapd>  where,  at: 
particular  times,  which,  it  is  said,  can  neither  be 
foreseen  nor  reguhted  by  the  priests,  an  extremely 
agreeable  odour  is  perceived.'  Care  is  always  taken 
to  point  out  this  prodigy  to  strangers. 

Presently  after  the  priest  came  for  us^  and  led  us 
into  the  sanctuary,  a  deep  cavern,^  the  walls  of  which, 
are  ornamented  with  a  variety  of  votive  offerings. 
He  had  just  taken  down  from  them  a  fillet  embroi- 
dered with  crowns  and  victories.'  At  first  we  could 
scarcely  discern  the  objects  around  us,  for  the  in- 
cense and  other  perfumes  burning  there  filled  the 
place  with  a  thick  smoke.'  Towards  the  middle Js 
an  aperture,  from  whence  issued  the  prophetic  ex- 
halation, the  approach  to  which  is  by  a  gentle  de- 
scent;* but  it  is  impossible  to  see  it,  for  it  is  covered 
with  a  tripod  so  surrounded  with  chaplets  and 
branches  of  laurel,""  that  the  vapour  is  prevented 
from  dispersing  itself  in  the  cavern. 

The  Pythia^  worn  out  with  fatigue,  refusing  to  an- 
swer our  questions,  the  priests  who  surrounded  her 
had  recourse  to  menaces  and  even  violence.  Yield- 
ing at  length  to  their  persuasions,  she  seated  herself 
on  the  tripod,  after  drinking  of  some  water  which 
flows  in  the  sanctuary,  and  which  possesses,  as  it  is 
said,  the  virtue  of  disclosing  futurity ."" 

P  Plat,  de  Orac.  Def.  t  ii.  p.  437.  "i  Sirab.  lib.  9.  p.  419. 

'  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  239.  "  Lucian.  in  Jov.  Trag.  t.  ii. 

p.  67d.  '  lAican.  Pharsal.  lib.  5.  v*  159.  "  Aristoph.  in 

Plut.  V.  3S!.  .  Schol.  ibid.         ""  Pausan.  lib.  10.  p.  859.     Lucian. 
in  Bis.  Accus.  t.  ii.  p.«  792. 
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The  boldest  cofeurs  would  scarcely  suflBce  to  paint 
the  convulsions  with  which  she  was  soon  after  seized. 
We  saw  her  bosom  heave^  and  her  countenance  alter- 
nately pale  and  glowing.  All  her  limbs  were  agitated 
^th  involuntary  motions:^   but  she  uttered  only 
plaintive  cries  and  deep  groans.  At  lengthy  with  eyes 
sparkling^  foaming  mouthy  and  hair  erects  unable 
either  to  support  the  vapour  that  overpowered  heri  or 
escape  from  the  tripod  on  which  she  was  held  down 
by  the  priests^  she  tore  the  fillet  from  her  head^  and 
*  amidst  the  most  dreadful  bowlings^  pronounced  a  few 
words^  which  were  eagerly  collected  by  the  priests. 
'  They  immediately  arranged  them  in  a  proper  order^ 
'  and  delivered  them  to  us  in  writing.     I  had  asked 
whether  I  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  survive  my 
friend;  and  Philotasy  unknown  to  me^  had  proposed 
the  same  question.    The  answers  were  obscure  and  ^ 
equivocal^  and.  we  tore  them  into  pieces  the  momait  ^ 
we  got  out  of  the  temple.  -^ 

Our  hearts  were  now  filled  with  pity  and  indigna- 
tion ;  and  we  severely  reproached  ourselves  with  the 
lamentable  condition  to  which  we  had  reduced  the 
unhappy  priestess.  The  functions  she  exercises  are 
cruel  and  have  already  cost  many  of  these  women 
their Uves.'  The  priests  know  this;  yet  had  we 
seen  them  multiply  and  calmly  contemplate  the  tor- 
ments under  which  she  was  sinking.  It  is  still  mcore 
painful  to  reflect  that  they  are  rendered  thus  GaUou8> 

f  Lucaii.  Pharaal.  lib.  5.  ▼.  170.  .  Lucian.  in  Jov.  Tragia  t.iL 
p.  670.  §  JO.    Van.  Dale,  de  Orac.  p.  164.  '  Plut.  de  Oiia 

Ddt  t.  iL  p,  438.    Lucaiu  Phan.  lib.  6.  ▼.  116. 
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td  the  fgi^flingg  of  humanity  by  fordid  interest  -Hut 
tot  the  furious  ravings  of  the  Pythiashe  would  be  le^ 
consulted,  and  consequently  theliberaKties  ofthe  peo- 
]^e  would  be  less  abundant ;  for  fiun  answer  is  not  to 
be  ob&ined  gratuitously  from  the  god.  Such  as  ren- 
der him  only  k  sim{>le  homage^  must^  at  leasts  deposit 
eakes  and  other  offerings^  on  the  altar;  they  who 
wish  to  consult  the  oracle  are  obliged  to  sacrifice  am- 
ttiBiU.  Nay,  some  there  are  who  do  not  blush  on 
ttiese  occasions  to  display  the  greatest  pomp.  As  a 
portion  Of  the  Victims^  whether  they  be  rejected  or 
received,  always  Mis  to  the  share  of  the  mtnistam  of 
the  temple,  the  least  irregularity  they  disooter  suffices 
to  exclude  them ;  and  mercenary  soothsayers  hate 
been  known,  ^fter  examining  the  entrails  of  an  Mti- 
mal,  to  carry  off  whole  pieces  of  it,  and  order  the 
sacrifice  to  be  recommenced.^ 

Yet  this  tribute,  imposed  on  the  credulity  of  msn- 
kind  during  the  whole  year^  and  severely  exacted  by 
the  priests,  whose  principal  revenue  it  forms/  ig  in- 
finitely less  dangerous  tlian  the  influence  of  their 
answers  on  the  public  aflhirs  of  Greece  and  of  the 
world.  Who  but  must  weep  over  the  miseries  of 
linmanity,  when  he  reflects,  thftt  besides  the  preleiid'' 
ed  prodigies  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Delphi 
mdce  a  constant  traffic/  the  answers  of  Ae  Pythk 
nre  to  be  obtained  by  money,*  and  that  thus  a  iiingie 


). 


tlurip.  in  Ion.  v.  ^26.  ^  £uphr.  ap  A  then.  lib.  9.  cap.  &. 

p.  380.  Van  Dale  de  Orac.  c.  6.  p.  106.  *  Lucian.  in  Phalar. 
±  i  $.  i.  iu  p.  404,  *  Ptut.  in  Kit.  t.  i.  p.  5SS.  *  HteK>dot< 
Hh'.  <b.  Cap.  66.  Plut:  in  Dembdth^  t.  i.  p.  654.  Patis^n.  \ih.  S. 
p.  213.    Polyaen.  Slratag;  lAi  I.e.  id.  •  .:....; 
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word;  dictated  by  corrupt  priests,  and  uttered  by  a 
senselesa  girl,  suffices  to  excite  bloodjf  wars/  and 
spread  desolation  through  a  whole  kingdom ! 

The  oracle  requires  of  its  votaries  to  render  to 
the  gods  the  honours  that  are  due  to  them,  but  pre- 
scribes no  rule  in  that  respect ;  and  when  it  is  asked, 
ndiichisthe  best  form  of  wwship,  uniformly  answers ; 
^'  Conform  to  the  received  religion  of  your  coun- 
try/'*  It  requires  men  also  to  respect  the  temples ; 
and  denounces  heavy  punishntnts  against  all  who 
violate  theni,  or  seize  on  the  property  appertaining; 
to  them :  of  this  I  shall  give  an  example. 

The  plain  which  extends  from  Mount  Parnassus 
to  the  sea,.  bek>nged  about  two  centuries  ago,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  CSrrha ;  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  deprived  of  it,  sufficiently  proves  the  natwe  of 
the  vengeance  here  exercised  against  acts  of  sacrilege. 
These  people  were  reproaicfaed  with  levying  contribi^- 
tions  on  the  Greeks  who  landed  on  their  territory  in 
their  way  to  Delphi ;  they  were  accused  likewise  of 
having  made  inrosds  into  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
temple.^  The  oracle,  consulted  by  the  Ampbictyons, 
respeiiting  the  species  of  punishment  merited  by  the 
gwity  persons,  ordered  tbetn  to  be  pursued  iiighl  afld 
day^  their  country  tobe  mvaged>  and  themsdivesre'- 
dMed  to  servitude.  Sev^nl  states  instantly  lew  tQ 
arms.  The  city  was  razed  and  the  haitbour  destroyed ; 
the  inhabitants  were  either  pu£todeath  orloa^dwitb 


'  Herodot.  lib.  1  cap.  SS.  ^  Xen.  Mem.  lib.  4.  page  803, 

"  Pausan.  lib.  10.  p.  894. 
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chains ;  and  their  rich  fields  being  consecmted  tothe 
temple  of  Delphi,  an  oath  was  taken  never  to  cul- 
tivate them,  nor  build  houses  on  them,  with  the  fol* 
lowing  dreadful  imprecation :  '^May  the  individuals, 
and  the  nations  who  shall  dare  to  infringe  this  oath, 
be  accursed  in  the  sight  of  Apollo  and  of  the  other 
divinities  of  Delphi ;  may  their  lands  never  bear 
any  fruit ;  may  their  wives  and  flocks  bring  forth  only 
monsters;  may  they  perish  in  battle;  may  they  inis- 
carry  in  all  their  enterprises ;  may  their  generations 
become  extinct  ivith  them;  and,  while  they  live, 
may  Apollo  and  the  other  deities  of  Delphi  reject, 
with  horror,  their  prayers  and  their  sacrifices  !"* 

The  next  day  we  descended  into  the  plain,  to  see 
the  tvorse  and  chariot  races.^  TheHippodromos,  the 
name  of  the  space  allotted  for  the  course,  is  so  large, 
that  no  less  than  forty  chariots  have  sometimes  been 
known  to  contend  for  the  victory.*  We  saw  ten  start 
at  once  from  the  barrier,"  but  few  of  which  return- 
ed, the  rest  being  dasbed  to  pieces  against  the  goal, 
or  broken  in  the  middle  of  the  course. 

When  the  races  were  ended,  wereturned  to  Delphi, 
tobepresentatthefunerealhbnourswhichtheTheoria 
of  the  ^nianes  pressed  to  render  to  the  manes  of 
Neoptolemus,  and  at  the  ceremonies  whchi  were  to 
precede  them.  This  people,  who  reckon  Achillea 
among  the  number  of  their  ancient  kings,  arnd  pay 
particular  respect  to  the  memory  of  that  hero  and  his 

» -^Eschin.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  445.         ^  Paus.  lib.  10.  c.  37.  p.SQS. 
Sophocl.  in  Elect,  v.  700  et  731,  *  Find.  Pyth.  5.  v-  ft5. 

■  Sophocl.  inElecir.  v.  703. 
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soil  Neoptolemus^  dwell  near  Mount  CBta^  in  Tlies^ 
saly.  Every  fourth  year  they  send  a  deputation  to 
Delphi^  liot  only  to  offer  sacrifices  to  the  deities  of 
the  place,  but  to  make  libations^  and  to  pray  upon 
the  tomb  of  Neoptolemus^  who  perished  here^  at 
the  foot  of  the  altar,  by  the  hand  of  Orefstes^  son  of 
Agamemnon."  The  first  of  these  duties  they  had 
discharged  the  day  before ;  and  they  were  now 
about  to  acquit  themselves  of  the  second. 

Polyphron^  a  young  and  rich  Thessalian,  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Theoria.  As  he  pretended  to  derive 
his  descent  from  Achilles,  he  was  desirous  to  appear 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people  with  a  splendour  that  might 
justify  such  high  claims.  The  procession  opened  by 
a  hecatomb  really  consisting  of  a  hundred  oxen/  some 
of  them  with  gilded  horns,  and  others  crowned  with 
flowers  and  garlands.  They  were  led  by  the  same 
number  of  Thessalians,  clothed  in  white,  with  axes  on 
their  shoulders.  Other  victims  followed,  and  musicians 
were  placed  at  intervals,  who  played  on  different  in* 
struments.  Next  appeared  some  Thessalian  women, 
whose  charms  attracted  every  eye.  They  walked, 
with  measured  steps,  singing  hymns  in  honour  of 
Thetis  mother  of  AchiUes,andbearingin  their  hands^ 
or  on  their  heads,  baskets  filled  with  flowers,  fruit», 
and  precious  aromatics.  They  were  followed  by  fifty 
youngThessalians  mounted  on  superb  horses,  whiten- 
ing their  bits  with  foam*  Polyphron  was  no  less  di^ 
tinguished  by  the  majestic  graces  of  his  person,  than 

"  Heliod.  iElhiop.  lib.  %  p.  123.         «.  Id.  lib.  S.  p.  111. 
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'  by  the  magnificence  of  his  apparel.     When  the 

procession  arrived  before  the  temple  of  Diana^  the 
priestess  made  her  appearance^  with  the  insignia  and 
attributes  of  the  goddess^  having  a  quiver  suspended 
over  her  shoulder^  and  in  her  hands  a  bow  and 
lighted  flambeau.  She  mounted  her  car^  and  closed 
the  procession^  which  continued  to  proceed  in  the 
same  order  as  far  as  the  tomb  of  Neoptolemus^  situ- 
ate in  an  enclosure  on  the  left  of  the  temple.^ 

The  Thessalian  horsemen  three  times  made  the 
circuit  of  the  tomb.  The  Thessalian  girls  uttered 
deep  groans,  and  the  other  deputies  doleful  cries.  A 
moment  after  the  signal  was  given^  and  all  the  vic- 
tims fell  at  once  around  the  altar.  Their  extremities 
were  cut  off,  and  placed  oi^  a  large  pile,  on  which 
the  priests,  after  reciting  some  prayers^  made  their 
libations ;  after  which  Polyphron  set  fire  to  it  with 
the  torch  he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  the 
priestess  of  Diana.  The  claims  which  the  ministers 
of  the  temple  have  on  certain  portions  of  the  victims 
.  were  then  satisfied,  and  the  remainder  reserved  for 
an  entertainment,  to  which  the  priests,  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  Delphi^  and  the  Theori,  or  deputies 
of  the  other  Grecian  cities,  were  invited.'  We  were 
admitted  to  it,  but  in  the  mean  time  took  a  step  to 
the  Lesche,  which  presented  itself  to  our  view. 

This  is  an  edifice,  or  portico,  so  named  because 
it  is  the  place  in  which  people  meet  to  converse,  or 


P  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  24.  p.  858.  •»  Eurip.  in  Ion.  v.  1131, 

Heliod.  iEthiop,  lib.  3,  p.  133  et  134. 
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transact  business.'  We  there  found  several  pictures 
exposed  to  the  public  eye»  in  a  kind  of  emulative  ex- 
hibition^ ^hich  has  been  usual  aboUt  a  century .'  But 
vre  wer^  l^ss  attentive  to  these  th&n  td  the  paintings 
which  decorate  the  walls.  They  are  by  tlie  hand  of 
Polygnotus  of  Thasos,  and  were  consecrated  in  this 
place  by  the  Cnidians.^ 

To  the  right,  Polygtiotus  has  represented  the 
taking  of  Troy,  or  rather  the  consequences  of  that 
event :  for  he  has  chosen  the  moment  when,  glutted 
with  carnage,  almost  all  the  Greeks  are  preparing  to 
return  to  their  native  homes.  The  field  of  the  picture 
includes  not  only  the  inside  of  the  fcity  seen  through 
the  walls,  the  destruction  of  which  is  completing,  but 
the  sea-shore,  ntor  which  are  seen  the  vessel  of 
Menelaus  ready  to  set  sail,  and  the  tent  of  that  prince, 
which  is  beginning  to  be  taken  down.  A  variety  of 
groupie  are  distributed  in  the  market-place,  in  the 
streets,  and  on  the  sea-shor^.  Here  Helen  is  seen, 
accompanied  by  two  of  her  women,  surrounded  by 
seyeral  wounded  Trojans,  whose  misfortunes  she  has 
occasioned,  and  several  Greeks,  \irho  stiD  seeni  to 
contemplate  her  beauty  ivith  admiration.  Further  on, 
Qtssandra  appears  seated  on  the  ground,  in  the  midst 
of  Ulysses,  Ajax,  Agamemnon,  and  Menelaus,  who 
arerejiresented  standing  motionless  near  an  altar:  for 
the  general  chttracter  of  this  picture  is  (hat  gloomy 
silence,  that  fearfUl  repcfse,  into  which  both  the  victors 

'  Pausan.  lib.  10.  cap.  25.  p,  859.  •  PKd.  lib.  35.  c.  9/ 

t.  ii.  p.  690.  <  Pausan.  et  Plin.  ibid.     PluU  cle  Orac.  Def 

t.  ii.  p.  4i% 
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and  the  tanquighed  must  necessarily  sink^  when  the 
former  are  yfrearied  of  their  cruelties^  and  the  latter 
of  their  existence.  Neoptolemus  alone  has  not  yet 
satiatied  his  vengeance^  and  is  still  seen  pursuing 
some  feeble  Trojans.  This  figure^  above  all^  at- 
tracts the  eyes  of  the  spectator ;  and  such^  doubt- 
less^ was  the  intention  of  the  artist^  as  he  painted  it 
for  a  place  contiguous  to  the  tomb  of  that  hero. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  feel  the  strongest  emotions 
of  terror  and  compassion^  when  we  view  the  body  of 
Priam^  and  those  of  the  principal  Trojan  chiefs, 
extended  on  the  earthy  covered  with  wounds^  and 
forsaken  by  all,  amidst  the  ruins  of  a  city  once  so 
flourishing.  The  same  emotions  are  also  strongly 
felt  at  the  sight  of  a  child  in  the  arms  of  an  old 
slave,  who  puts  his  little  hand  before  his  eyes^  to 
hide  from  them  the  surrounding  objects  of  horror  ; 
of  that  other  child  who^  seized  with  terror  and  con- 
sternation^ is  running  to  embrace  an  altar;  and  of 
those  Trojan  women,  who,  seated  on  the  ground, 
and  almost  piled  upon  each  other,  appear  sinking 
beneath  the  weight  of  their  destiny.  Amcnig  the 
number  of  these  captives  are  two  jdaughters  of 
Priam,  and  the  wretched  Andromache  holding  her 
son  upon  her  knees.  The  painter  has  let  us  see  the 
affliction  of  the  youngest  of  the  princesses ;  but  of 
that  of  the  two  others  the  imagination  onfy  can 
judge:  their  heads  are  covered  with  a  veil. 

At  this  moment  it  occurred  to  us  that  great  piaise 
had  been  bestowed  on  Timanthus  for  having  thrown 
a  veil  over  the  head  of  Agamemnon,  in  his  sacrifice 
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of  Iphigenia.  The  same  image  had  already  been 
employed  by  Euripides/  who  had  borrowed  it  no 
doubt  from  Polygnotus.  Be  that  as  it  may^  in  one 
of  the  corners  of  the  picture  I  have  been  describing, 
we  read  this  inscription  by  Simonides :  ''  Polygnotus 
of  Thasos^  son  of  Aglaophon^  has  represented  the 
destruction  of  Troy/*'  This  inscription  is  in  verse, 
.  as  are  almost  aD  those  intended  to  preserve  the  me- 
mory of  celebrated  names  or  events. 

On  the  opposite  wall,  Polygnotus  has  painted  the 
descent  of  Ulysses  into  hell,  conformably  to  the  rela- 
tion given  by  Homer  and  other  poets.  The  prin- 
cipal objects  are,  the  bark  of  Charon,  the  evocation 
of  the  ghost  of  Tiresias,  Elysium  filled  with  heroes, 
.  and  Tartarus  crowded  with  the  wicked.  In  this  piece 
,  we  may  remark  a  new  and  dreadful  species  of  punish- 
ment destined  by  Polygnotus  for  unnatural  children ; 
one  of  which  he  has  introduced  in  his  picture,  and 
has  represented  his  father  strangling  him.'  I  ob- 
served likewise,  that  to  the  torments  of  Tantalus  he 
has  added  one  by  which  this  miserable  prince  is 
kept  in  a  perpetual  state  of  apprehension.  He  has 
placed  over  him  an  enormoujs  rock,  which  every 
moment  threatens  to  fell  upon  his  head ;  but  this 
idea  he  borrowed  from  the  poet  Archilocus/ 

These  two  pictures,  the  first  of  which  contains 
upwards  of  a  hundred  figures,  and  the  second  more 
than  eighty,  produce  b  noble  effect,  and  give  a  high 
idea  of  the  genius  and  skill  of  Polygnotus.  The  per- 

"^  Eurip.  Iphig.  in  Aul.  t.  1550.  '  *  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  27. 
p.  866.         '  Id.  ibid.  c.  28.  p.  866.        ■  Id.  ibid,  p,  876. 
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spflis  round  us  were  employed  in  exaggerating  their 
defects  and  beauties  ;^  but  it  was  admitted  by  all^  that 
the  artist  had  treated  his  vast  and  sublime  subjects 
with  so  much  judgment  as  to  produce  in  each  pic- 
ture a  rich  and  magnificent  whole. 

The  principal  personages  are  distinguishable  by 
Iheir  names^  written  near  their  figures ;  a  custom 
which  has  been  laid  aside  as  the  art  has  been  brought 
to  greater  perfection. 

Whilst  we  were  admiring  these  works^  a  messen- 
ger came  to  inform  us  that  Polyphron  expected  us 
in  the  banquet-hall.  We  found  him  in  the  centre  of 
a  large  square  (ent^  covered  and  inclosed  on  three 
sides  by  painted  tapestry,  which  is  kept  in  the  trea- 
sury of  (lie  temple^  and  was  borrowed  by  Polyphron 
on  the  occasion.  On  the  ceiling  was  represented, 
on  one  side^  the  sun  when  nearly  setting ;  on  the 
other^  Aurora  just  beginning  to  appear ;  and  in  the 
middle^  Night  in  her  car^  clothed  in  black  crape> 
attended  by  the  moon  and  stars :  on  the  other  pieces 
of  tapestry  were  centaurs,  horsemen  pursuing  stags 
and  lions,  and  naval  battles.^  ^ 

The  entertainment  was  very  sumptuous,  and  last- 
ed a  ccmsiderable  time.  Female  musicians  performed 
upon  the  flute.  The  Thessalian  girls  entertained 
us  with  delightful  concerts,  and  the  young  men  exhi- 
bited mock  fights  in  dances  skilfiilly  executed  ."^ 

*  Quintil.  lib.  13.  cap.  10.  Lucian.  in  Imag*  t.  ii.  ])age  465. 
Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxvii.  Hist  p«  49.  CEuv. 
de  Falc.  t.  V.  p.  1.  ^  Eurip.  in  Ion.  v.  1141.  *  Heliod. 

^thiop.  lib.  3.  p>  144« 
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Some  days  after^  we  ascended  to  the  source  of  the 
Castalian  mountain^  the  deiiciously  cool  and  pure 
streams  of  which  form  beautiful  cascades  on  the 
declivity  of  the  mountain.  The  fountain  gushes 
forth  from  between  two  ridges  of  rocks^  which  over- 
top the  city  of  Delphi.* 

Thence,  pursuing  our  way  towards  the  north,  to 
the  distance  of  more  than  sixty  stadia,*  we  arrived 
at  the  cave  Corycius,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
the  Cave  of  ttfe  Nymphs,  because  consecrated  to 
them  as  well  as  to  the  gods  Pan  and  Bacchus.^  The 
water  that  drops  from  every  part,  forms  little  rivulets 
in  it,  which  are  never  dry.  Though  very  deep,  the 
light  of  day  penetrates  almost  every  comer  of  it/  It 
is  so  capacious,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  expedition 
of  XerxeSj,  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Delphi  made  it  their  place  of  refuge.^  We  were 
shown  in  the  environs  a  great  number  of  grottoes, 
which  are  held  in  high  veneration ;  for  in  these  soli- 
tary haunts  every  thing  is  esteemed  sacred,  and  every 
place  believed  to  be  the  abode  of  genii  .'^ 

The  road  we  followed  offered  successively  to  our 
view  an  endless  variety  of  objects ;  pleasing  valleys^ 
clusters  of  pine-trees,lands  capable  of  cultivation  ,rock8 
menacing  our  heads,  precipices  yawning  beneath 
our  feet,  and  broken  points  of  view,  from  which  we 

*  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  8.  p.  817.  Spon.  Voy,  de  Gr^ce,  t.  ii. 
p.  37.     WheWs  Journey,  book  4.  p.  314.  *  About  two 

leagues  and  a  half.  ^  iEschyl.  in  Eumen.  v.  ^%,  Pausan.  lib. 
10.  c.  32.  p.  878.  ^  Pausan.  ibid.  ^  Herodot.  lib.  8.  c.  36- 
*•  iEscbyl.  in  Eumen.  v.  23.  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  417.  Lucan.  Phar- 
sal.  lib.  5.  V.  73. 
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looked  down^  at  a  great  depth  on  the  adjacent  coun- 
try. In  this  landscape  we  got  a  glimpse^  near  Pano- 
peus^  a  town  situate  on  the  confines  of  Phocis  and 
Bceptia^  of  a  number  of  carriages  filled  with  women^ 
who  were  alighting  from  them,  and  forming-  them- 
selves into  circular  dances.  Our  guides  knew  them 
to  be  the  Athenian  Thyades,  women  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  Bacchus^  who  repair  annually  to 
join  those  of  Delphi^  in  order  to  ascend  the  heights 
of  Parnassus  in  a!  body^  and  there  celebrate^  with 
their  accustomed  enthusiasm^  the  orgies  of  that  god/ 
The  extravagance  of  their  devotion  will  not  sur- 
7)rise  those  who  know  how  easy  it  is  to  inflame  the 
lively  and  ardent  imagination  of  the  Grecian  women. 
They  have  not  unfrequently  been  known  to  spread 
themselves  like  torrents  over  cities  and  whole  pro- 
vinces^ half  naked,  and  with  dishevelled  locks,  ut- 
tering the  most  frightful  bowlings.  A  single  spark 
sufficed  to  produce  these  combustions.  One  or  two 
of  them,  seized  with  a  kind  of  delirium,  imagined 
themselves  incited  by  divine  inspiration,  and  com* 
municated  their  frantic  transports  to  their  compa- 
nions. When  the  fit  was  on  the  decUne,  expiations 
and  remedies  restored  tranquillity  to  their  minds.^ 
These  epidemical  paroxysms  are  less  frequent  since 
real  knowledge  has  made  a  mor^  extensive  progress, 
though  some  traces  of  them  are  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  festivals  of  Bacchus. 

'  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.4.  p.  806;  c.  6.  p.  812;  c.  32.  p.  876. 
'^  Herodot.  lib.  9.  c.  54.'  ^Ii»n.  lib.  3.  c.  42.  Theoporop.  ap, 
^uid.  in  BdfciCf  et  ap.  Scbol.  Aristoph.  in  A  v.  v.  963. 
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Continuing  our  road  between  hills  piled  upon  each 
other^  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  mount  Lycorea,  the 
highest  of  the  Parnassian  ridge^  and  perhaps  of  all 
Greece.'  Here  it  is  said  the  inhabitants  of  the  ad- 
jacent districts  took  refuge  to  escape  the  deluge  of 
Deucalion.*"  We  set  out  to  reach  the  top  of  the 
mountain ;  but^  after  many  falls^  we  experienced  how 
easily  we  may  attain  to  certain  heights  on  Parnassus, 
but  how  difficult  it  is  to  gain  the  summit ;  and  we 
descended  to  Elatea^  the  capital  of  Phocis. 

This  little  province  is  environed  by  lofty  moun- 
tains^ and  is  only  accessible  by  defiles,  at  the  en- 
trance of  which  the  Phocians  have  erected  fortresses. 
Elatea  defends  them  against  the  inroads  of  the  Thes- 
saltans;"  Parapotamii  from  those  of  the  Thebans;" 
and  twenty  other  cities^  the  greater  part  of  which 
are  built  on  rocks^  or  encompassed  with  walls  and 
towers.' 

To  the  north  and  eastward  of  Parnassus.^  we  meet 
with  beautiful  plains  watered  by  theCephissus^  which 
rises  at  the  foot  of  Mount  (Eta,  above  the  city  of 
Lilaea.  The  people  of  the  neighbourhood  affirm^ 
that^  on  certain  days^  and  especially  in  the  afternoon^ 
this  river  gushes  forth  from  the  earth  with  fury^ 
making  a  noise  like  the  roaring  of  a  buH."!  Of  this 
I  saw  nothings  but  only  observed  it  silently  glide 
along,  with  frequent  windings/  amidst  fields  clad 

*  Wheler's  Journey,  &c.  book  4.  p.  3 1 8 ;  t.  ii.  p.  40.  "  Marm. 
Oxon.  epoch.  4.     Prid.  ibid.     Strab.  lib  9.  p.  418.  >*  Strab! 

ibid.  p.  424.  «  Plut  in  Syll.  t.  i.  p.  462.  p  Demosth.  de 

Fais.  Leg.  p.  312.       *i  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  33*  p.  883.       '  Hesiod. 
Fragm.  ap.  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  424. 
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with  various  kinds  of  trees^  grain^  and  pasturag^e/ 
As  if  attached  to  its  own  bounties^  it  seems  relucr 
tantly  to  quit  the  scenes  that  it  embellishes. 

The  other  districts  of  Phocis  are  distinguished  by 
particular  productions.  The  oils  of  Tithorea/  and 
the  hellebore  of  Anticyra/  a  town  situated  on  the 
Corinthian  sea/  are  in  high  estimation.  Not  far 
from  thence^  the  fishermen  of  Bulis  catch  those  shell 
fish  which  are  used  for  the  purple  dye :  *  higher 
up  we  saw,  in  the  valley  of  Ambryssus,  rich  vine- 
yards, and  a  quantity  of  shrubs,  which  produce 
those  little  seeds  that  give  so  beautiful  a  red  to 
woollens.^ 

Each  city  of  Phocis  is  independent,  and  possesses 
the  right  of  sending  deputies  to  the  general  council, 
in  which  the  national  interests  are  discussed.' 

The  inhabitants  have  a  great  number  of  festivals, 
temples,  and  statues ;  but  the  honour  of  cultivating 
letters  and  the  arts  they  leave  to  other  nations. 
Their  principal  occupations  are  confined  to  rustic 
labours  and  domestic  cares.  They  have  at  all  times 
ffiven  striking  proofs  of  characteristic  valour,  and. 
on  a  particular  occasion  exhibited  a  fearful  testi- 
mony of  their  love  of  liberty. 

When  on  the  point  of  sinking  under  the  power  of 
the  Thessalians,  who  had  invaded  their  country, vnth 
superior  forces,  they  constructed  a  large  pile,  near 
lyhich  they  placed  their  women,  their  children,  their 

•  Pausan.lib.  10.  cap.  33.  p.  88S.  . '  Id.  ibid.  c.  32.  p.  881. 

«  Sirab.  lib.  9.  p.  418.      Plin.  lib.  26.  c.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  367.      Pausan. 
ibid.  c.  36.  p.  891.  *  Pausan.  lib.  10.  e.  37.  p.  893.  '  Id. 

ibid.  c.  36.  p.  890.         *Id.  ibid.  c.  4.  p.  805 ;  c.  33.  p.  882. 
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gold  and  silver^  and  all  their  valuable  effects^  and  left 
them  under  the  care  of  thirty  of  their  warriors,  with 
orders,  in  case  of  a  defeat,  to  kill  the  women  and 
children,  to  throw  every  thing  into  the  flames,  and 
either  to  destroy  each  other,  or  repair  to  the  field  of 
battle,  and  perish  with  the  rest  of  the  nation.  The 
conflict  was  long,  the  slaughter  dreadful:  theThes- 
salians  took  to  flight,  and  the  Phocians  remained 
free- 

*  Pausan.  lib.  10.  c.  1.  pu  800. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Remarkahk  Events  in  Greece^  from  the  Year  361  to  the  Year  36T 
before  Christ, — DeaJOi  of  Agesilaus^  King  ofLacedamon, — Ac- 
cession  of  Philip  to  the  Throne  of  Macedon. — Social  War. 

During  our  stay  at  the  Pythian  games  we  more  than 
once  heard  of  the  last  expedition  of  Agesilaus ;  and 
on  our  return  we  learned  his  death.** 

Tachos,  king  of  Egypt,  having  determined  to  in- 
vade Persia,  assembled  an  army  of  eighty  thousand 
men,  which  was  to  be  strengthened  by  a  body  often 
thousand  Greeks,  among  which  number  were  a  thou- 
sand Lacedaemonians  commanded  by  Agesilaus.*"  It 
excited  universal  astonishment  to  see  this  prince,  now 
more  than  eighty  years  of  age,  engage  in  so  distant 
an  expedition,  and  serve  in  the  pay  of  a  foreign 
power.  But  Lacedeemon  wished  to  take  vengeance 
for  the  protection  which  the  king  of  Persia  had 
granted  to  the  Messenians.  She  pleaded  obligations 
to  Tachos,  and  had  besides  hopes  that  this  war  would 
restore  liberty  to  the  Greek  cities  of  Asia.<> 

To  these  motives,  which  perhaps  were  only  pre- 
text with  Agesilaus,  were  added  others  personal  to 

^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  401.  *  In  the  third  year  of  the  104th 
t)lyinpiad,  corresponding  to  the  year  362  and  361  before  Christ. 
""  Plui.  in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  616.         ^  Xeu.  in  Ages.  p.  663. 
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himself.  His  active  mind,  unable  to  support  the  idea 
of  a  peaceful  life^  and  an  obscure  deaths  suddenly 
beheld  a  new  track  opening  to  his  genius ;  and  he 
seized  with  the  more  avidity  this  opportunity  of  re- 
trieving the  lustre  of  his  glory^  tarnished  by  the 
success  of  Epaminondas^  as  Tachos  had  promised 
to  confer  on  him  the  command  of  the  whole  army.*" 

He  left  Lacedaemon.  The  Egyptians  expected 
him  with  impatience.  On  the  news  of  his  arrival, 
the  chief  men  of  the  nation/  mingled  with  the  mul- 
titude^ eagerly  thronged  round  ahero^  who,  for  such 
a  series  of  years,  had  been  so  loudly  celebrated  by 
iame/  - 

,  On  their  arrival  on  the  shore,  they  found  a  little 
old  roan  of  a  mean  figure,  seated  on  the  ground,  in^ 
the  midst  of  a  few  Spartans,  whose  appearance,  as 
negligent  as  his  own,  rendered  it  impossible  to  dia- 
tinguish  the  subjects  from  the  sovereign.  The 
officers  of  Tachos  displayed  before  him  the  presents 
of  hospitality,  consisting  of  various  sorts  of  pro- 
visions. Agesilaus  made  choice  of  some  coarse 
eatables,  and  distributed  the  most  deUcate  dishes,  as 
well  as  the  perfumes,  among  the  slaves.  The  spec- 
tators burst  out  into  immoderate  laughter ;  and  the 
wisest  among  them  contented  themselves  with  tes- 
tifying their  contempt,  and  quoting  the  iable  of  the 
Mountain  in  Labour."^ 

Hb  patience  was  soon  put  to  a  stiU  ruder  trial. 


*  Xen. in  Ages.  p.  663.        '  Plttt.  in  Ages,  t  i.  p.  616.      '  Id. 
ibid.     Nep.  in  Ages.  c.  8. 
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Th6  king  of  Egypt  refused  to  eiitWst  him  with  the 
command  of  his  troops.  He  paid  lio  attention  to  his 
counsels,  and  subjected  him  to  every  mortification 
that  haughty  insolence  and  puerile  vanity  can  in- 
spire. Agesilaus  patiently  awaited  the  moment  of 
extricating  hiniself  from  the  state  of  degradatioh 
into  which  he  had  fklleii ;  nor  did  he  Idfcig  sefek  for 
an  opportunity. 

The  troops  of  Tachos  revolting,  formed  themsehes 
into  two  parties,  each  of  which  assumed  the  power  to 
name  a  successor  to  his  crown.*  Agesikui^  declared 
himself  in  ^favour  of  Nectanebus,  one  of  the  pre- 
tenders to  the  throne.  He  directed  him  in  aD  his 
measures;  and  after  establishing  his  authority^ 
quitted  Egypt,  ladeil  with  honours,  and  carrjring 
with  him  flie  sum  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  talents,* 
sent  by  Nectanebus  as  a  present  to  the  Latedse- 
monians.  A  violent  tempest  obliged  him  to  take 
shelter  on  a  desert  part  of  the  coast  of  Libya,  whfer^ 
he  ffied  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.* 

Two  years  after,f  an  event  took  place.  Which, 
though  it  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Athetiian^, 
was  destined  to  change  the  fiice  of  Greecfe,  aiid  bf 
the  known  world. 

Hitherto  the  connexions  between  the  Maceidoniani^ 
ahd  Greece  had  been  but  slender,  no  disiinction 
being  made  by  the  polished  states  of  the  latter  coun- 

*  Xen.  in  Ages.  p.  663,  *  1,242,000  li vres  (5 1,750/.)  *  Plut. 
in  Ages.  t.  i.  p.  618.  Id.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  215.  +  Under 
the  archonsbip  of  Callimedes,  the  first  year  of  the  105th  dlympiadr 
corresponding  to  the  years  360  and  359  before  Christ. 
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try  between  them  and  the  other  barbarous  nations 
with  whom  they  were  perpetually  at  war.  The 
sovereigns  of  M acedon  were  formerly  admitted  to 
enter  the  lists  at  the  Olympic  games^  only  on  pro- 
ducing the  titles  by  which  they  derived  their  de- 
scent from  Hercules  ."^ 

Archelaus  afterwards  attempted  to  introduce  into 
his  states  a  taste  for  letters  and  the  arts.  Euripides 
was  invited  to  his  court;  and  Socrates^  if  he  had 
chosen  to  accept  the  offer^  might  there  have  found  an 
asylum. 

The  last  of  these  princes,  Perdiccas,  son  of 
Amyntas,  had  lately  been  cut  oflF,  with  the  greater 
part  of  his  army,  in  a  battle  with  the  Illyrians.  On 
this  news  his  brother  Philip,  whom  I  had  seen  when 
a  hostage  among  the  Thebans,  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  his  guards,  repaired  to  Macedon,  and  was  ap- 
pointed guardian  to  the  son  of  Perdiccas.* 

The  kingdom  was  now  menaced  with  approaching 
ruin.  Intestine  divisions  and  multiplied  defeats  had 
rendered  it  an  object  of  contempt  to  all  the  neigh- 
bouring nations^  whichr seemed  to  conspire  together  to 
accelerate  its  ruin.  The  Pseonians  made  incursions 
on  the  frontiers;  the  Illyrians  collected  their  forces> 
and  ineditated  an  invasion; .  two  competitors,  equally 
formidable,  and  both  of  the  royal  house,  aspiired  to 
the  throne;  the  Thracians  maintained  the  cklims  of 
Pausanias ;  and  the  Athenians  sent  a  fleet  and  army 
to  assert  those  of  Argaeus.  The  people  in  coni^tern^^ 

^  Herodot  lib.  5.  c.  22  ;  lib.  9.  c.  46.  >  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16. 

p.  407.    Justin,  lib.  7.  c.  5. 
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tion  beheld  only  exhausted  finances^  a  handful  of 
dispirited  and  undisciplined  soldiers,  the  sceptre  in 
the  hands  of  an  infant^  and  by  the  side  of  the  throne 
a  regent  scarcely  twenty -two  years  of  age. 

Philip^  consulting  his  own  powers  rather  than  the 
forces  of  the  kingdom^  undertook  to  render  his  nation 
what  Epaminondas^  his  models  had  rendered  the 
Thebans.  A  few  slight  advantages  taught  the  troops 
sufficient  confidence  in  themselves  to  act  with 
courage^  and  the  people  of  Macedon  no  longer  ta 
despair  of  the  state.  He  presently  introduced  order 
into  the  differentdepartmentsofadministration ;  new- 
modelled  the  Macedonian  phalanx;  and  engaged^  by 
presents  and  promises,  the  Paeonians  to  retire^  and 
the  king  of  Thrace  to  sacrifice  to  him  Pausahias. 
He  next  marched  against  Argseus,  defeated  him,  and 
dismissed,  without  ransom;  the  Athenian  prisoners." 

Though  Athens  now  sustained  her  greatness  only 
by  the  influence  of  her  ancient  fiune,  she  was  not  to 
be  treated  with  contempt.  She  had  well-foundedpre- 
tensions  on  the  city  of  Amphipolis  in  Macedonia,  and 
the  ihost  evident  interest  in  asserting  her  right.  It 
was  one  of  her  colonies,  and  important  in  point  of 
commerce,  as  through  this  channel  she  obtained  her 
ship-timber,  her  wool,  and  other  articles  of  merchan-' 
dise,  from  Upper  Thrace.  After  many  revolutions, 
Amphipolis  had  fallen  into  the  hands' of  PerdiccaSy 
brother  of  Philip ;  and  it  could  not  be  restored  to  its 
ancient  masters  vndiout  giving  them  a  fitting  i» 

-  Diod  Sic  lib.  16.  p.  408. 
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Macedonia^  nor  kept  without  forcing  them  into  a 
war.  Philip^  therefore,  declared  it  independent^ 
and  signed  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Athenians^  in 
which  that  city  was  not  mentioned.  This  silence 
left  the  contracting  parties  in  possession  of  their 
respective  claims."* 

.  In  the  midst  of  these  successes^  oracles  were 
rumoured  among  the  people,  which  declared  that 
M acedon  should  resume  its  ancient  splendour  under 
a  son  of  Amyntas.  Heaven  had  promised  a  great 
man  to  Macedonia ;  and  the  genius  of  Philip  seemed 
to  point  him  out.""  The  nation,  persuaded  that,  even 
by  the  declaration  of  the  gods  themselves^  he  alone 
ought  to  govern  who  was  able  to  defend  them,  in- 
vested him  with  the  sovereign  authority,  of  which 
they  deprived  the  son  of  Perdiccas. 

Encouraged  by  their  choice,  Philip  united  part  of 
Paeonia  to  Macedon;  defeated  the  Ulyrians,  and 
obliged  them  to  retire  within  their  ancient  limits.^, 
He  soon  after  made  himself  master  of  Amphipolis, 
which  the  Athenians  in  the  interval  had  fruitlessly 
endeavoured  to  retake ;  and  of  some  adjoining  cities, 
in  which  they  had  garrisons."*  Athens,  occupied  with 
another  war,  was  neither  able  to  prevent  nor  to 
avenge  hostilities,  which  Philip  knew  how  to  colour 
with  specious  pretexts. 

But  nothing  contributed  more   to  augment  his 
power  than  the  discovery  of  some  gold  mines,  which 

»  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  403.     Polyaen.  Stratag.  lib.  4.  c.  2.  §  17. 
•  Justin,  lib.  7.  c.  6.       ^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  409.        ^  Id.  ibid. . 
p.  412.     PolyaBD.  Stratog.  lib.  4.  c.  2.  $  17. 
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annually  produced  him  upwards  of  a  thousand  ta- 
lents :  '*  he  afterwards  employed  this  wealth  to  cor- 
rupt the  principal  orators  and  statesmen  of  the 
Grecian  republics. 

I  have  said  that  the  Athenians  were  obliged  to 
shut  their  eyes  to  the  first  hostilities  of  Philip.  The 
city  of  Byzantium^  and  the  isles  of  Chios^  Cos^  and 
Rhodes^  had  recently  formed  a  league  to  withdraw 
themselves  from  their  dependence.'  f  The  war  com- 
menced with  the  siege  of  Chios.  Chabrias  com- 
manded the  fleet,  and  Chares  the  land-forces.*  The 
former  enjoyed  a  reputation  acquired  by  numerous 
great  actions.  He  was  only  reproached  with  exe- 
cuting with  too  much  ardour  projects  formed  with 
too  g^eat  circumspection.""  Almost  his  whole  life 
had  been  passed  at  the  head  of  armies,  and  far  froih 
Athens,  where  the  feme  of  his  opulence  and  merit 
excited  much  jealousy.'  The  following  anecdote 
will  give  an  idea  of  his  military  talents.  He  was  on 
the  point  of  being  defeated  by  Agesilaus ;  the  mer- 
cenaries in  his  army  had  fled,  and  the  troops  of  Athens 
were  ready  to  give  way  and  follow  their  example. 
In  this  critical  moment  he  commai^ded  them  to  kned 
on  one  knee,  cover  themselves  with  their  bucklers. 


'  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  331.  Senec.  Qaaest.  Nat.  lib.  5.  c.  15. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  408  et  413.  *  Upwards  of  five  millioiis 
four  buadred  thousand  livres  (^25,0002.)  '  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  10. 
p.  412.  Demostb.  pro  Rbod.  Libert,  p.  144.  f  In  the  3d 
year  of  the  105th  Olympiad,  before  Christ  358  and  357.  *  Died. 
Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  412.  "  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  744.  *  Tbeopomp. 
ap.  Athen.  lib.  12.  p.  532.    Nap.  in  Chabr.  c  3. 
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and  present  their  pikes.  The  king  of  LacedfiemoR^ 
surprised  at  a  manoeuvre  never  beforei  practised, 
and  thinking  it  would  be  dangerous  (o  attack  this 
phalanx  of  iron,  gave  the  signal  of  retreat.  The 
Athenians  decreed  a  statue  to  their  general,  and  al- . 
lowed  him  to  be  represented  in  the  attitude  which 
had  saved  them  from  the  disgrace  of  a  defeat/ 

Chares,  proud  of  trifling  successes'  and  slight 
woundsy*  for  which  he  was  indebted  to  chance,  desti- 
tute besides  of  real  abilities,  without  modesty,  and 
intolerably  vain,  displayed  a  most  offensive  luxury 
both  in  peace  and  war ;  ^  drew  on  himself,  in  every 
campaign,  the  contempt  of  the  enemy,  and  the  hatred 
of  the  allies ;  fomented  dissensions  among  the  friendly 
nations,  and  robbed  them  of  their  treasures,  of  which 
he  was  at  once  covetous  and  lavish/  He  even 
carried  his  audacity  to  such  a  height,  as  to  embezzle 
the  pay  of  the  soldiers  to  corrupt  the  orators,^  and 
to  give  entertainments  to  the  people,  who  preferred 
him  to  all  the  other  generals.* 

Chabrias,  when  he  came  in  sight  of  Chios,  unable 
to  moderate  his  ardour,  ordered  the  rowers  to  re- 
double their  exertions,  entered  singly  into  the  port, 
and  was  immediately  surrounded  by  the  fleet  of  the 
enemy.  After  an  obstinate  resistance,  his  soldiers 
threw  themselves  into  the  sea  to  swim  to  the  other 
galleys   which  were  coming  to  their  assistance. 

y  Nep.  in  Chabr.  c.  1 .  •  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1 6.  p.  385.  •  Plut. 
in  Pelop.  t  i.  p.  278.  *»  Theopomp.  ap.  Atben.  lib.  12.  p.  532. 
*  Pint,  in  Pboc.  t.  i.  p.  747.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  403.  *  -Slschin* 
de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  406.        '  Theopomp.  ap.  Atben.  ibid. 
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Chabrias  might  have  followed  their  example ;  but  he 
chose  rather  to  die  than  abandon  his  ship/ 

The  siege  of  Chios  was  undertaken  and  raised. 
The  war  lasted  four  years.*^  We  shall  hereafter  see 
in  what  manner  it  was  terminated. 


'  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  412.     Plut.  io  Phoc.  t,  i.  p.  744.     Nep. 
inChabr.  c.  4.         '  Diod.  ibid.  p.  424. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Of  the  FestivaU  of  the  Atheniam. — The  Panathenaa. — 7%tf 


The  early  festivals  of  Greece  were  characterized  by 
joy  and  gratitude.  The  people  of  the  different  na- 
tions^ after  gathering  in  the  fruits  of  the  earthy  assem- 
bled to  offer  up  sacrifices^  and  to  indulge  in  that  mirth 
which  is  the  natural  consequence  of  plenty.''  Several 
of  the  Athenian  festivals  bear  the  vestiges  of  this  ori- 
gin :  they  celebrate  the  return  of  verdure,  of  the  har- 
vests, the  vintage,  and  the  four  seasons  of  the  year ; ' 
and  as  these  acts  of  worship  are  addressed  to  Geres 
and  to  Bacchus,  the  festivals  of  those  two  divinities 
are  more  numerous  than  those  of  the  other  deities. 

In  process  of  time,  the  commemoration  of  benefi- 
cial or  illustrious  events  was  fixed  to  stated  days,  the 
more  certainly  to  perpetuate  them  to  posterity.  If 
we  take  a  view  of  the  Athenian  calendar,^  we  shall 
find  in  it  an  abstract  of  the  annals  of  Athens,  and 
the  events  the  most  glorious  to  the  city.  At  one 
time,  the  union  of  the  people  of  Attica  by  Theseus, 

*  Aristot.   de   Mor.   lib.  8.  c.  11.  t.  ii.  p.  110.  *  Meurs. 

GraBc.  Fer.  Castellan.  &c.  ^  Plut.  de  Glor.  AtheU.  t.  ii. 

p.  349. 
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the  return  of  that  prince  into  his  states^  and  the 
abolition  of  debts  which  he  procured,  are  celebrated ; 
and  at  another,  the  battles  of  Marathon  and  Salamis, 
or  those  of  Platasa,  Naxos,  &c.* 

The  birth  of  children  is  a  festival  for  individuals ; " 
andtheenrollingofihesechildren  among  the  number 
of  the  citizens  a  national  festival ;  "^  as  it  is  also  when, 
on  attaining  a  certain  age,  they  exhibit  public  testi- 
monies of  the  progress  they  have  made  in  the  exer- 
cises of  the  gymnasium.*"  Besides  these  festivals, 
which  interest  the  whole  state,  there  are  others  pe- 
culiar to  each  town. 

The  public  solemnities  are  either  annual,  or  return 
after  a  certain  number  of  years.  Such  as  were  esta- 
blished in  the  country  from  the  remotest  periods,  are 
distinguished  from  those  which  have  been  recently 
borrowed  from  other  nations.*  Some  of  tiiem  are 
celebrated  with  extraordinary  i(hagaificence.  On 
certain  occasions  I  have  seen  three  hundred  oxen  led 
in  solemn  pomp  to  the  altars.^  Upwards  of  eighty 
days,^  taken  from  industry  and  rustic  labours,  are 
dedicated  to  spectacles,  which  attach  the  people  to 
the  religion  and  government.  These  consist  of  sa- 
crifices that  inspire  respect  by  the  pomp  of  ceremo- 
nies ;  processions  in  which  the  youth  of  bodi  sexes 
advantageously  display  all  their  charms ;  theatrical 
pieces,  the  productions  of  the  first  geniuses  of  Greece ; 

*  Meurs.  Grsc.  Fer.  "  Id.  ibid,  in  Amphidr.  "  Id.  ibid, 
in  Apat.  "*  Id.  ibid,  in  Oschoph.  ^  Harpocr.  in  '£iri^. 
^  Isocr.  Areop.  t.  i.  p.  324.  '  Id.  Paneg.  t  i.  p.  142.    See 

the  Athenian  Calendar,  in  Petit,  Corrini,  &c. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVSLS  OF  ANACHARSIS.  376 

dances^    songs,    and    combats,    in    which   bodily 
stren^h,  skill,  and  g^enius,  are  by  turns  exhibited. 

These  combats  are  of  two  kinds ;  the  gymnastic 
exhibited  at  the  stadium,  and  the  scenic  competitions 
at  the  theatre.'  In  the  former,  the  prize  is  disputed 
by  running,  wrestling,  and  other  exercises  of  the 
gymnasium;  and  in  the  latter,  by  song  and  dance. 
As  these  constitute  the  chief  ornament  of  the  prin- 
cipal festivals/  I  shall  proceed  to  give  some  idea  of 
the  exhibitions  on  the  stage. 

Each  of  the  ten  tribes  furnishes  a  chorus,  and  a 
leader  to  conduct  it.**  This  leader,  who  is  named 
the  choragus,  must  be  at  least  forty  years  of  age.^ 
The  choice  of  the  performers  lies  with  him,  and 
they  are  generally  taken  from  the  class  of  children, 
w  of  youths.'  It  is  his  interest  to  have  an  excellent 
player  on  the  flute  to  direct  their  voices,  and  an  abl^ 
master  to  regulate  their  steps  and  gestures/  As  it 
is  necessary  to  establish  the  most  perfect  equality 
between  the  competitors,  and  as  the  victory  fre- 
quently depends  on  the  superior  skill  of  these  teachers, 
one  of  the  first  magistrates  of  the  republic  sees  them 
drawn  for  by  lot,  in  presence  of  the  different  bands 
and  their  respective  choragi."" 

Some  months  previous  to  the  festivals  they  begin  to 
exercise  the  performers ;  and  the  choragus,  that  they 


•  Poll.  lib.  3.  c.  30.  §  142.  *  Lyg.  Defens.  Mun.  p.  374, 
"  Argum.  Orat  in  Mid.  p.  600.  Demosth.  ibid.  p.  605.  Id.  in 
Boeot.  p.  1002.  "^  ^schin.  in  Timarch.  p.  262.  ^  Plat,  de 
Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  764.  '  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  606  et  612. 

•  Id.  ibid.  p.  605. 
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may  be  constantly  under  his  eye^  often  takes  them 
to  live  with  him^  and  provides  for  their  support.*" 
He  appears  at  the  festival^  as  well  as  his  followers^ 
with  a  gilt  crown  and  a  magnificent  robe.* 

These  functions,  consecrated  by  religion,  are  still 
further  ennobled  by  the  example  of  Aristides,  Epa- 
minondas,  and  the  greatest  men,  who  have  deemed 
it  an  honour  to  discharge  them ;  but  they  are  so  ex- 
pensive, that  many  citizens  refuse  the  dangerous 
honour  of  sacrificing  part  of  their  fortunes*  to  the 
precarious  hope  of  rising,  by  this  means,  to  the  first 
offices  of  magistracy . 

.  Sometimes  a  tribe  is  unable  to  find  a  choragus, 
and  in  this  case  the  state  takes  upon  itself  the  ex- 
pense,'' orders  two  citizens  conjoindy  to  support  the 
burthen,^  or  permits  the  choragus  of  one  tribe  to 
conduct  the  chorus  of  another.^  I  shall  add  like- 
wise that  each  tribe  is  eager  to  obtain  the  best  poet, 
to  compose  the  sacred  hymris.^ 

The  choruses  appear  in  the  pomps  or  processions  ; 
they  range  themselves  around  the  altars,  and  sing 
hymns  during  the  sacrifice ;  *  they  repair  to  the  thea- 
tre, where,  deputed  to  maintain  the  honour  of  their 
respective  tribes,^  their  exertions  are  animated  by  the 
most  lively  emulation.     Their  leaders  employ  in- 

*•  Antiphon.  Orat.  16.  p.  143.  Ulpian.  in  Leptin.  p.  575, 
'  Demosth.  ia  Mid.  p.  606  et  613.  Antiphon.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3. 
p.  103.  •*  Lys.  Defens.  Mun.  p.  375.  Deraosth.  in  Mid.  p. 
605.  Argum.  Orat.  in  Mid.  p.  600.  •  Inscript.  Ant.  ap.  Spon. 
Voyag.  t.  ii.  p.  326.  'Aristot.  ap.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Ran. 
V.  408.  «  Antiphon.  Orat.  16.  p.  143.         ^  Aristoph.  io  Av. 

V.  1404.     Schol.  ib.  *  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  800. 

^  Aristoph.  in  Nub.  v.  311. 
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trigues  and  corruption  to  obtain  the  victory.'  Judges 
are  appointed  to  decree  the  prize,"  which  sometimes 
is  a  tripod,  carefully  consecrated  by  the  victorious 
tribe,  either  in  a  temple/  or  in  an  edifice  erected  on 
the  occasion.** 

The  people,  almost  as  jealous  of  their  pleasures  as 
of  their  liberty,  wait  the  decision  of  the  contest  with 
the  same  anxiety,  the  same  tumult,  as  if  their  most 
important  interests  were  the  object  of  discussion. 
The  glory  resulting  from  the  victory  is  shared  be- 
tween the  triumphant  chorus,  the  tribe  to  which  it 
belongs,  the  choragus  who  is  at  its  head,  and  the 
masters  who  have  given  the  preparatory  lessons.' 

Every  thing  relative  to  these  spectacles  is  provided 
for  and  settled  by  the  laws.  They  declare  the  persons 
of  the  choragus  and  the  actors  inviolable  during  these 
festivals  ;*  they  regulate  the  number  of  the  solem- 
nities when  the  different  kinds  of  games,  of  which 
the  people  are  so  passionately  enamoured,  shall  be 
presented.'  Such,  amongst  others,  are  thePanathe- 
nBsaand  the  greater  Dionysia,  or  Dionysia  of  the  city. 

The  former  fall  in  the  first  month,  which  begins 
at  the  summer  solstice.  Instituted  in  the  earliestages 
in  honour  of  Minerva,  and  revived  by  Theseus  in 

*  Deinosth.  in  Mid.  p.  604  et  612.  »  Id.  ibid.  p.  606. 

"  Id.  ibid.  p.  604.  Id.  in  PaBnipp.  p.  1026.  Piut.  in  Aristid.  t. 
i.  p.  318.  Athen.  lib.  1.  p.  37.  Suid.  in  UvO.  Taylor  in  Mar- 
mor.  Sandvic.  p.  67.  «  Plut.  in  X.  Ret.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  835. 

Chandl.  Inscript.  p.  48.  p  Lucian.  in  Hermot.  t.  i.  p.  851. 

Inscript.  Antiq.  ap.  Spon.  Voyag.  t.  ii.  p.  315  et  327;  ap.  Van 
Dale,  de  Gymnas.  c.  5. ;  ap.  Taylor,  in  Marm.  Sandvic.  p.  7d. 
*>  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  612.         '  Id.  ibid.  p.  604. 
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memory  of  the  union  of  all  the  people  of  Attica^  their 
return  is  annual ;  but  they  are  celebrated  with  addi- 
tional ceremony  and  splendour  in  the  fifth  year." 
The  following  is  the  order  observed  in  them^  ac- 
cording to  the  remarks  I  made  the  first  time  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  being  present. 
\      The  people  who  inhabit  the  different  towns  af 
Attica,  thronged  to  the  capital^  leading  with  them  a 
great  number  of  victims  destined  for  sacrifices  to  the 
goddess/    In  the  morning  I  repaired  to  the  banks  of 
thellissus^  and  saw  the  horse-races^  in  which  the  sons 
of  the  first  citizens  of  Athens  contended  for  the  honour 
of  the  victory.*  I  remarked  the  way  in  which  most  of 
them  mounted  on  horseback :  they  rested  their  left 
foot  against  a  sort  of  cramp  fixed  to  the  lower  part  of 
their  pike^and  thence  sprung  nimbly  on  their  coursers/ 
Not  far  from  thence  I  saw  other  young  men  striving 
for  the  prize  at  wrestling  and  different  exercises  of  the 
body;'''  then  proceeding  to  the  Odeum^  I  found  there 
several  musicians  engaged  in  gentler  and  less  pierilous 
contests  J  Some  executed  pieces  on  the  flute  orcitha- 
ra;  others  sang,  and  accompanied  their  voices 
one  of  these  instruments.''   The  subject  propr 
them  was  the  eulogium  of  HarmodiuSj  Ari 
and  Thrasybulus,  who  had  rescued  the  rep 


•  Afeurs,   Panath| 
de  Fest.  Gfsc.  in  . 
Scbol.  ibid. 
^  ^enopb.  de  R5 
402.     Xen.  \b\i 
Panath.c.  10., 
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the  yoke  of  the  tyrants  by  wkich  it  was  oppreflsed  ^ 
for,  among  the  Athenians,  public  instittttions  are  so 
many  monuments  for  the  citizens  who  have  served  the 
state,  and  lessons  for  those  who  are  called  upon  to 
render  it  service.  A  crown  of  olive,  and  a  vessel  filled 
with  oil,  were  the  prizes  bestowed  upon  the  victors.^ 
Crowns  were  afterwards  conferred  on  individuals,  who 
appeared  to  the  people  to  have  merited  that  mark  of 
honour  by  their  zeal  in  the  service  of  their  country.^ 

I  next  went  to  the  Ceramicus,  to  see  the  pro- 
cession pass  that  was  formed  without  the  walls,^  and 
beginning  to  file  off.  It  was  composed  of  different 
classes  of  citizens,  crowned  withchaplet^  of  flowers,' 
and  remarkable  for  their  personal  beauty.  Among  the 
number  were  old  men  of  a  majestic  and  venerable  ap- 
pearance^ bearing  branches  of  olive  ;^  middle-aged 
men,  whoj  armed  with  lances  and  with  buckl^rs^  seem- 
ed only  to  breathe  war;'  youth,  from  eighteen  to 
twenty,  who  sang  hymns  in  honour  of  the  goddesa  ;^ 
beautiful  boys  clad  in  a  simple  tunic,'  adorned  only 
with  their  native  graces ;  and,  lastly,  girK  ^b<>  ^^^e  of 
the  firstfieimilies  in  Athens,  and  whose  features,  shape, 
and  deportment,  attracted  every  eye.^  With  their 
hands  they  held  baskets  on  their  heads,  which,  under  a 

'  PUlostr.  Vit  Apoll.  lib.  7.  cap.  4.  p.  283.  *  Aristot.  ap. 

SchoL  Sophocl.  in  CEdip.  Colon,  v.  730.  Schol.  Find.  Nem. 
od.  z.  V.  65.     Meurs.  PanatlL  ell.  ^  Oemosth.  de  Coron. 

p.  492.  *  Thneyd«  lib.  6.  c.  57.  "^  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  012. 
^  Xea.  Sympos.  p.  893.  Etymol.  Ma^.  et  Hesych.  io  OoXXo^. 
»  Thucyd.  ibid.  c.  58.  ^  Heliod.  ^thiop.  lib.  1.  p.  18. 

*  Meurs.  Panath.  c.  24.  "  Hesych^  etHarpopr.  io  Kaviy^,  Ovid. 
Met.  lib.  2.  V.  711. 
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rich  veil,  contained  sacred  utensils;  cakes,  and  every 
thing  necessary  for  the  sacrifices.'  Female  attendants^ 
who  followed  them,  with  one  hand  held  over  them  an 
umbrella,  and  carried  in  the  other  a  folding  chair." 
This  isaspeciesof  servitudeimposedonthe  daughters 
of  all  foreigners  settled  at  Athens :  a  servitude  they 
share  in  common  with  their  fathers  and  mothers,  who 
likewise  carried  on  their  shoulders  vessels  filled  with 
water  and  honey,  for  the  purpose  of  libations." 

They  were  followed  by  eight  musicians,  four  of 
whom  played  on  the  flute,  and  four  on  the  lyre.** 
After  them  came  rhapsodists  singing  the  poems  of 
Homer,P  and  dancers  armed  at  all  points,  who,  at- 
tacking each  other  at  intervals,  represented  to  the 
sound  of  the  flute,  the  battle  of  Minerva  with  the 
Titans.^ 

Next  came  a  ship  that  appeared  to  glide  over  the 
ground  by  the  power  of  the  wind  and  the  efforts  of  a 
great  number  of  rowers,  but  which  really  was  put  in 
motion  by  concealed  machinery.'  The  vessel  had  a 
sail  of  light  stuff*,"  on  which  young  girls  had  repre- 
sented in  embroidery  the  victory  of  Minerva  over  the 
Titans.*    On  it  also  they  depicted,  by  order  of  the 

*  Aristoph.  in  Pac.  v.  948.  °*  Aristoph.  in  A  v.  v.  1560. 

Schol.  ibid.     iElian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  6.  c.  1.  ■»  iElian.  ibid. 

Harpocr.  in  Mcrouc.  Id.  et  Hesych.  in  Sica0.  Poll.  lib.  3.  c.  4. 
§  55.  **  Drawings  of  Nointel,  preserved  in  the  king  of  France's 
library^  ^  Lycurg.  in  Leocr.  part  2.  p.  161.     Plat,  in  Hipp, 

t.  ii.  p.  22^.  *•  Aristoph.  in  Nub.  v.  984.     Schol.  ibid.  Lys. 

inMun.  Accept,  p.  374.     Meurs.  Panathen.  c.  12.  '  Heliod. 

iEthiop.  lib.  1.  page  17.  Philostr.  in  iJophist.  lib.  2.  page  550. 
Meurs.  Panath.  c.  19.     Harpocr.  in  IIcTrX.  ■  Plat,  in  Eu- 

typhr.  t.  i.  p.  6.  Eurip.  in  Hecub.  v.  466.  Schol.  ibid.  Suid. 
in  IXcVX. 
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goverament^  some  heroes  whose  illustrious  deeds 
had  merited  to  be  celebrated  with  those  of  the  gods. "^ 

This  procession  advanced  with  solemn  steps^ 
under  the  direction  of  several  magistrates/  and 
passed  through  the  most  frequented  quarter  of  the 
city,  amidst  a  crowd  of  spectators,  most  of  whom 
were  placed  on  scaffolds  erected  for  the  occasion/ 
When  it  had  reached  the  temple  of  the  Pythian 
Apollo,'  the  sail  of  the  ship  was  taken  down  and 
carried  to  the  citadel,  where  it  was  deposited  in  the 
temple  of  Minerva.* 

I  n  the  evening  I  followed  the-  crowd  to  the  Academy 
to  see  the  torch -race.  The  course  is  only  six  or  seven 
stadia  in  length. **  It  extends  from  the  altar  of  Pro- 
metheus, which  is  at  the  gate  of  this  garden,  to  the 
waUs  of  the  city.""  Several  young  men  are  stationed 
in  this  interval  at  equal  distances  ^  When  the  shouts 
of  the  multitude  have  given  the  signal,*  the  first  lights 
his  flambeau  at  the  altar,'  and  running  with  it,  hands 
it  to  the  second,  who  transmits  it  in  the  same  manner 
to  tlie  third,  and  so  successively.^  He  who  suffers  it 
to  be  extinguished  can.  no  more  enter  the  Usts,^  and 
they  who  slacken  their  pace  are  exposed  to  the  rail- 
leries and  even  blows  of  the  populace.*  To  gain  the 

"  Aristoph.  in  Eqiiit.  v.  662.     Schol.  ibid.  ^  Poll.  lib.  8. 

c.  9.  $  93.  '  Athen.  lib.  4.  p.  167.  '  Philostr.  in  Sophist, 

lib.  2.  p.  660.  •  Plut.  in  Eutyphr.  t.  i.  p.  6.  ^  Cicer.  de 

Fin.  lib.  5,  cap.  1.  t.  ii.  p.  196.  *  Pausan.  lib.  1.  c.  30.  p.  75. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  8.  c.  98.         *  Aristoph.  in  Ran.  v.  133.         '  Plut. 
in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  79.  ^  Herodot.  ibid,     ^schyl.  in  Agam. 

V.  390.     Meurs.  Gnsc.  Fer.  lib.  6.  inLampad.  ^  Pausan. 

lib.  1.  cap.  30.  p.  76.  *  Aristoph.  in  Ran.  v.  1126.     Sphoi. 

ibid.     Hesych.  in  Kepafjt. 
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priM^  it  is  necessary  to  have  pessetf  tlirougti  the  dtf^ 
ferent  stations  with  success.  This  trial  of  skfll  was 
frequently  repeated,  ami  is  diversified  according  tp 
the  nature  of  the  festirak.^ 

The  candidates  who  had  heen  crowned  at  the 
different  exercises,  invited  their  friends  to  snpper.i 
Sumptuous  repasts  were  g;hren  m  the  prytaneum^ 
and  other  public  places,  which  lasted  till  the  foflow- 
ing  day*  The  people  among  whom  the  immolaled 
victims  were  distributed,*  spread  tables  on  every  side, 
and  gave  a  loose  to  their  lively  and  tumcdtuous 
mirth. 

Several  days  of  the  year  are  dedicated  to  the  wor- 
ship of  Bacchus.*  The  city,  the  harbour  of  Piraeus, 
die  country,  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  by  turns  re- 
echo with  his  name.  I  havemore  than  once  seen  the 
whole  city  in  a  state  of  the  most  complete  intoxica- 
tion;^ I  have  seen  Bacchanals  and  fiacchanafian 
nymphs  crowned  with  ivy,  fennel,  and  poplar,  vnth 
convulsive  agitations  dance  and  howl  through  the 
streets,  and  invoke  Bacchus  vdth  barbteous  acdama- 
tions  ;*  I  have  seen  them  tear  the  raw  entraSs  of  the 
victims  with  their  teeth  and  nails,  squeeze  serpents  in 
their  hands,  interweave  fhemin  their  hair,  twist'fliera 
round  their  bodies^  land  by  sudb  kind  of  ex!ti»«agaii- 
cies^  attracitthe  attention  of  the  terrified  multitude.* 


'"t^at.  de  Rep.  lib.  1. 1  ii.  p.  33^.  >  'Athen.  IPb.  4.cp.  OtfSl. 

«"  Heiiod.  £<hiop.  lib.  1.  p.  IS.  ""  Aristopb.  inNuk^rl  .S6$^ 

Sdhi^.  ibid.  <"  Demosth.  iaOilid.  p.  604.  ("Ftot.  de:i.e^. 

Ub.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  637.        "i  D««iiMtb.  de  Coroa.  p.  fi^l6.  '  Pte. 

in  Alex.  t.  i.  p.  665.     Clem.  Alex.  Protfvpt  t.  i.  p.4/L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  ANACHAR8IS.  888 

Similar  scenes  are  in  some  measure  exhibited  at  a 
festival  which  is  celebrated  on  the  first  appearanceof 
spring.  The  city  is  then  filled  with  sfarangers/  who 
repair  thither  in  crowds,  to  bring  the  tribute  of  the 
islands  subjected  to  the  Athenians/  to  see  the  new 
pieces  presented  at  the  theatre,''  and  to  be  present  at 
the  games  and  public  shows,  but,  above  all,  at  a  pro- 
cession which  represents  the  triumph  of  Bacchus.  In 
this  the  same  retinue  is  exhibitedwith  which  that  god 
is  said  to  have  been  attended  when  he  made  the  cob'^ 
quest  of  India ;  men  who  personate  satyrs,  others 
who  represent  the  god  Pan ;'  some  dragging  he-goats 
along  to  sacrifice  them;^  others  mounted  on  asses  in 
imitation  of  Silenus ;'  others  disguised  like  women  ;^ 
others  again  carrying  obscene  figures  suspended  oa 
long  poles,^  and  singing  the  most  licentious  hymns  :^ 
in  fine,  all  sorts  of  persons,  of  both  sexes,  most  of 
them  clad  in  the  skins  of  iawns^^  concealed  under 
masks,^  crowned  with  ivy,  either  drunk  or  feigningto 
be  so,'  mingling  their  uninterrupted  shouts  with  the 
sound  of  instruments ;  some  agitating  their  bodies  like 
madmen,  and  abandoning  themselves  to  allthecon^ 
vulsions  of  fury ;  others  executing  regular  and  military 

*  Demost)i.  in  Mid.  p.  637.  *  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Acharn. 

V.  377.  "  Plat,  de  Exil.  t.  ii.  p.  603.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Nub. 
y.  311.  '  Plut.  in  Anton,  t.  i.  p.  926.  Athen.  lib.  5.  p.  197. 
»  Plut,  de  Cup.  Divit.  t.  ii.  p.  627.  "  Ulpian.  in  Mid.  p.  688. 

*  Hesych.  in  'lOv^oX.  ^  Herodot.  lib.  2.  c.  49.     Aristoph.  in 

Acharn.  v.  94%  ^  Aristoph.  ibid.  v.  260.        ^  Aristoph.  in 

Ran.  V.  1242.    Athen.  lib.  4.  c  12.  p.  148.  *  Plut.  de  Cup. 

Divit.  ibid.     Athen.  lib.  14.  p.. 622.  ^  Demosth.  in  Mid. 

p.  632. 
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dances^  but  holdings  vases  instead  of  bucklers^  and 
throwing  thyrsi  in  the  manner  of  darts^  with  which 
they  sometimes  menace  and  insult  the  spectators.^ 

In  the  midst  of  these  bands  of  furies^  the  choruses 
deputed  by  the  different  tribes^  advance  in  the  most 
perfect  order  ;^  and  a  number  of  young  women,  of 
the  most  distinguished  families  of  the  city,  walk  with 
downcast  eyes,*  decked  out  in  all  their  ornaments, 
and  bearing  on  their  heads  the  sacred  baskets,  which, 
besides  offerings  of  the  earliest  fruits,  contain  cakes 
of  different  forms,  grains  of  salt,  ivy  leaves^  and 
other  mysterious  symbols.^ 

The  roofs  of  the  houses,  which  are  in  the  form  of 
terraces,  are  covered  with  spectators,  and  especially 
women,  most  of  them  with  lamps  and  torches,'  to 
light  the  procession^  which  almost  always  begins  its 
march  at  night,""  halting  in  the  squares  and  public 
places,  to  make  libations,  and  offer  up  victims  in 
honour  of  Bacchus." 

The  day  is  consecrated  to  different. games.  The 
company  repair  early  to  the  theatre,"*  either  to  be 
present  at  the  competitions  in  music  and  dancing 
between  the  choruses,  or  to  see  the  new  pieces 
which  the  poets  have  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

The  first  of  the  nine  archons  presides  at  these 

«  Demosth.  ibid.     Athen.  lib.  14.  p.  031.  *»  Plat,  de  Rep. 

lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  475.  *  Aristoph.  in  Acharn.  v.  ^41.     Schol. 

ibid.     Id.  V.  263,  &c.  ^  Clem.  Alex.  Protrept.  t.  i.  p.  19. 

Castellan,  in  Dionys.         ^  Aristopli.>in  Acharn.  y.  261.     Casaub. 
in  Athen.  lib.  4.  c.  12.  "  Sophocl.  in  Antigon.  v.  1161. 

Schol.  ibid.  '"Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  611.  ^'Id.  ibid, 

p.  615. 
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festivals  ;^  the  second  at  other  solemnities  ;*>  and  both 
have  oflBcers  under  them  to  relieve  them  in  their  func- 
tions/ and  guards  to  drive  all  persons  from  the  thea- 
tre, or  other  spectacles,  who  are  the  occasion  of  any 
disturbance." 

As  long  as  these  festivals  continue,  the  least  vio- 
lence done  to-a  citizen  is  criminal,  and  no  creditor  is 
allowed  to  prosecute  his  debtor.  All  crimes  and  dis- 
orders committed  at  this  time  are  severely  punished 
on  the  succeeding  days/ 

The  women  alone  participate  in  the  festivals  of 
Adonis,""  and  in  those  which,  under  the  name  of  Thes- 
mophoria,  are  celebrated  in  honour  of  Ceres  and 
Proserpine:'. both  of  these  are  accompanied  with 
ceremonies  which  I  have  more  than  once  described. 
With  respect  to  the  latter,  I  shall  only  observe,  that 
they  begin  every  year  in  the  month  of  Pyanepsion,* 
and  last  several  days. 

Among  the  objects  worthy  of  notice,  [  saw  Athe- 
nian women  of  different  ages  repair  to  Eleusis,  there 
to  pass  a  complete  day  in  the  temple,  seated  on 
the  ground,  and  observing  a  strict  fiist.'  Why  this 
abstinence?  said  I  to  one  of  them,  who  presided  at 
the  festival.  She  replied :  Because  Ceres  took  no 
nourishment  while  in  search  of  her  daughter  Proser- 
in Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  89.  Plut.  in  Cim.  p.  483,  ^  Poll.  ibid. 
$  90.  '  Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  605.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  631.  '  Id. 
ibid.  p.  604.  "  Mears.  Gnec.  Fer.  lib.  1.      Mem.  de  I'Acad. 

des  Bell.  Lettr.'  t.  iii.  p.  98.  *  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t  xxxix.  p.  90S.  *  This  month  began  alternately  about  the 
latter  end  of  October,  and  the  beginning  pf  November.  '  Plut^ 
de  Is.  et  Osir.  t.  ii.  p.  378.     Athen.  lib.  7.  c.  16. 
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pine.'  I  asked  ngtin :  Why,  in  going  to  Elewis^  4* 
you  curry  bookn  qh  ypar  heiic|ii?  They  contain  tfef 
lawB  which  we  beliove  U>  h^vt  been  fflc^iy^d  fr^P 
Ceres.* — Why,  in  this  splendid  procession^  while  thf 
air  resounds  with  yopr  songs,  do  you  bear  along  ^ 
large  basket  on  a  car  drawn  by  foi^r  white  hpr^^s?** 
It  coiitain«>  among  other  things,  the  different  kinds 
of  grain^  of  which  we  owe  the  cultivation  to  Ceres. 
For  a  like  reason,  in  the  festivals  of  Minerva^  we 
carry  baskets  filled  with  wool,"^  be^oause  she  taught 
US  to  spin.  The  best  mode  of  expressing  gratitude 
far  a  benefit  received,  is  to  bear  it  perpetually  in 
mind,  and  to  refer,  at  times,  to  its  author. 

"  Callim.  Hymn,  in  Cerer.  v.  1^.  •  Schpl.  Theocr.  Idyll.  4. 

V.  25.  ^  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  xxxix.  page  224. 
'  Spaak.  ia  Calli^n.  t.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  6b% 


Digitized  by 


Google 


387 


CHA<>TER  xxr; 

Of  the  Homes  and  Entertainments  of  the  Athinians, 

The  houses  of  the  Athenians  in  general  consist  of 
two  sets  of  apartments ;  the  upper  story  for  the  wo- 
men, and  the  lower  for  the  men/  The  roofs  have 
ter!*ac6s/  with  a  large  projection  at  each  extremity.' 
Atheris  is  reckoned  to  contain  upwards  of  ten  thou- 
^nA  houses.^ 

A  considerable  number  have  gardens  behind  thenv, 
and  in  the  front  a  small  court,  or  rather  a  sort  of  por- 
tico/ kt  the  end'  of  which  is  the  house  door,  some- 
times entrusted  to  the  care  of  an  eunuch.*  We  there 
find  sometimes  either  a  figure  of  Mercury  to  drive 
d^dy  thieves/  or  a  dog,  who  is  a  much  more  eff'ectual 
gUard,^  aiid  almost  always  an  altar  in  honour  of 
A«pollo,  on  which  the  master  of  the  house  sacrifices 
bA  certaini  days.* 

y  Lf€f.  de  G»d:  Sratoslta.  p.  6.  *  Plid.  lib.  Stf.  c.  2Ji.  p. 
756.  •  Aristot.  CEconoro.  lib.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  502.  Polyaeii.  Skirat< 
Ifb.  3.  c.  9.  §  30.  ^  Xenoph.  Memor.  p.  774.  «  Terent.  in 
Adelph.  act.  5.  seen.  5.  v,  10.  *  Plat,  in  Protag.  t,  i.  p.  311. 

Vitrur..  lib.  6.  c*  10.  p.  11^.  «  Plat.  ibid.  t.  i.  p.  314. 
'  Aristepk  in  Plut.  v.  115^i  S^h6\,  ibid.  ^  Id.  in  Lysist.  v, 
1.217.  Thec^lhr.  CharAol.  C4  4.  Apbllddor.  ap.  Ath.n.  iib.  1.  p.  3. 
^  Arfgtc^h.  iff' Ve8p.-t.  8fa'  Seh4>l,  Md.  Plat,  de  ftep.  lib,  1. 
t.  ii.  p.  328. 
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Strangers  are  shown  the  houses  of  Miltiades,  Aris- 
tides,  Themistoclesj  and  other  great  men  of  the  las^ 
age.  Formerly  nothing  distinguished  them  from  the 
others;  at  present  they  are  conspicuous  from  their 
contrast  with  the  sumptuous  edifices  which  men,  des- 
titute either  of  feme  or  virtue,  have  had  the  effrontery 
to  erect  by  the  side  of  these  modest  habitations.' 
Since  a  taste  for  building  has  been  introduced  at 
Athens,  the  arts  are  constantly  employed  to  encou- 
rage and  improve  it.  The  streets  are  made  more 
straight  and  regular,*  the  modern  houses  are  built 
with  two  wings,  and  the  apartments  of  the  husband 
and  wife  placed  on  the  ground-floor;  they  are  ren- 
dered more  commodious  by  a  judicious  distribution 
of  all  the  parts,  and  more  splendid  by  a  variety  of 
embellishments. 

Such  was  the  house  occupied  by  Dinias,  one  of  the 
most  opulent  and  luxurious  citizens  of  Athens,  whose 
ostentation  and  expensive  profusion  were  such  as  pre- 
sently to  dissipate  his  fortune.  He  was  constantly 
followed  by  three  or  four  slaves,*  and  his  wife  Lysis- 
trate  never  appeared  in  public  but  in  a  carriage 
drawn  by  four  white  Sicyonian  horses."  Like  other 
Athenians,  he  was  always  served  by  a  waiting-wo- 
man, who  shared  the  nuptial  privileges  with  his 
wife;"  and  was  never  without  a  kept  mistress  in  the 

*  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  5.  p.  825.  Demosth.  Olynth.  3.  p. 
38  et  39.  Id.  de  Rep.  Ordin.  p.  127.  Id.  in  Aristocr.  p.  758. 
*  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  c.  11.  t.  ii.'p.  438.  \  Demosth.  pro 

Phorm.  p.  965.    .     "» Demosth.  in  Mid.  p.  628.         »  Id.  in  Ne»r 
p.  881. 
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city,  on  whom  he  generously  bestowed  her  freedom 
and  a  settlement  before  he  quitted  her.**  Eager  to 
promote  his  own  enjoyments  and  those  of  his 
friends,  he  was  continually  giving  feasts  and  enter- 
tainments. 

I  requested  him  one  day  to  show  me  his  house,  and 
afterwards  drew  a  plan  of  it^  which  I  subjoin.*  A 
long  and  narrow  avenue  led  directly  to  the  apartment 
of  the  women,  which  no  men  are  permitted  to  enter 
except  near  relations,  and  such  as  are  introduced  by 
the  husband.  After  crossing  a  peristyle  surrounded 
by  three  porticos,  we  arrived  at  a  large  room,  where 
we  found  Lysistrate,  to  whom  I  was  presented  by 
Dinias. 

She  was  employed  in  embroidering  a  robe ;  but 
her  attention  was  still  more  engaged  by  two  Sicilian 
doves,  and  a  little  Maltese  lap-dog  that  was  playing 
about  her.**  Lysistrate  was  reckoned  one  of  the  hand- 
somest women  in  Athens,  and  took  no  small  pain«  to 
support  this  reputation  by  the  elegance  of  her  dress. 
Her  black  hair,  perfumed  with  essences,^  floated  in 
large  tresses  on  her  shoulders;  golden  trinkets  adorned 
her  ears;'  her  neck  and  arms  were  ornamented  with 
strings  of  pearls,"  and  her  fingers  with  precious  stones,  t 
Not  satisfied  with  her  natural  complexion,  she  had 


*  Id.  pro  Phorm.  p.  965.  *  See  the  plan  ;  and  Note.  XXI. 

at  the  end  of  the  volume.  p  Theophr.  Charact.c.  5.  et  21. 
'iLucian.  Amor.  t.  ii.  p.  441.  ""  Lys.  conlr.  Eratosth.  p.  198, 
Laert.  lib.  3.  $  42.  *  Anacr.  od.  20.  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  5. 
p.  847.  Theophr.  de  Lapid.  §  64.  '  Aristoph.  in  Nub.  v. 
331. 
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employed  artificial  aids  to  fival  the  bloom  of  the  roie 
and  the  lily.'  She  was  dressed  in  a  white  robe^  such 
as  is  generally  worn  by  women  of  distinction/ 

At  this  moment  we  heard  a  yoice  inquiring*  whether , 
Lysistrate  was  at  home/  Yes,  answered  a  riave, 
who  immediately  entered  to  announce  Eiicharis,  a  fe- 
male friend  of  Ly sist^ate^  who  ran  to  meet  her,  ten*^ 
derly  embraced  l^er,  sat  down  by  her,  and  never 
ceased  praising  her  on  her  figure  and  adj^stm^nt 
How  divinely  you  look  \  it  is  impossible  to  be  bettei? 
dressed.  This  stuff  is  charming,  and  becomea  you 
wonderfully — rHow  much  did  it  cost?'      ^«|^  Oww--  Ti.M^^ 

As  I  perceived  that  this  conversation  would  not  be 
soon  ended,  I  requested  the  permission  of  Lysastratii  I 

to  examine  the  rest  of  the  apartment.  Tb^e  first  ob- 
ject that  attracted  my  attention  waa  the  toilet..  | 
there  saw  silver  basons  and  ewers ;  different  sor^  q$ 
mirrors ;  bodkins  to  disentangle  the  hlEtir,  ironsAo  curl 
it/  fillets  of  different  breadths  to  bind  it^  nets  to  con- 
fine it/  yellow  powiler  to  colour  it/  bracelets  i^nd 
ear-rings  of  various  kinds ;  boxes  containing  Fed  and 
white  paint;  black  to  tinge  the  eye  bfaw#;;  anii 
every  utenail  necessary  for  cleani^ing  the  teetli.^ 

I  examined  all  these  objects  with  the  gi^eatest  a(Aen- 
tjon ;   Dinias,  however,  seemed  unable  to  compse^ 

"  Lys.  de  Csd,  Eratosth.  p.  8.  Athen.  lib.  13.  c.  3.  p.  ^68. 
Etymol.  Magn.  in  'E»^«fi.  et  in  *Eyic.  *  Aristopk  in-T!iQ9fnoph. 
V.  848.  Schol.  ibid.  '  Theocr.  IdylL  15.  v.  1.  »'Aristoplt. 
m  Lysist  v.  78.       Theocr.  ibid.  v.  34.  *  Lucian.  AmcMTt  t;  ii. 

§  39  et  40.     PoU.  lib.  5.  c.  16.  i  9&.      Not.  Var,  ibid.  ^  Ho- 

mer. Iliad,  libu  %%  Vi  468.  "^  Hesycb.  in.  &ml»tf.       Sakol'; 

Tbeocr.  in  Idyll.  2.  v.  88.         **  Lucian.  Amor.  t.  ii.  §  39  et  40. 
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hettd  \^hy  Ihey  should  appear  novel  to  a  ^cythiftn. 
He  next  iiho^ed  me  bis  own  portraU^  and  that  df  hid 
ladj ;''  and  On  my  appearing  astonished  at  the  eleg;at)ce 
of  his  furniture,  told  me  tliat>  desirous  to  airail  him- 
self 6f  the  industry  and  (Superior  ift/^enuity  df  fd**eign 
WOrkmeti,  he  had  |]^rdcured  his  deats  to  be  made  in 
Thessalji^bis  mattresses  at  GoHtith/  and  his  pillbveii 
at  Carthage;^  and,  seeing  my  surprise  increase,  he 
laughed  at  my  simpKcity,  and,  in  vitidicatiori  off  him- 
self, added,  that  Xehophoti  appeared  in  the  arMy 
\rtth  an  Argiir^  buckler,  aft  Athfenian  ciiirAss,  A  ^060- 
tian  helmet,  and  a  hdrse  from  Epldiiurus.* 

We  now  pt-oceeded  to  the  apartments  of  the  taeh, 
in  the  centre  of  which  we  found  a  small  gras'*-plat,* 
surrounded  by  four  porticos,  the  wall*  df  whifch  weffd 
lined  with  stufcco,  aftd  wain^oted.*  Thesife  pfdifUfcdsl 
coromufticated  with  ^^veral  halls  of  chambers,  mdM 
of  them  beautifully  decorated.  The  elfeganfc*  of  th^ 
fomiture  was  heightened  by  gold  and  iTory  ;*  the 
wsdlsand  delings''  were  ornamented  wRh  painting^;' 
the  tapestry  df  the  doors,**  and  the  cafpetiftg,  mafiU- 
ftictttred  at  Babylon,  represented  Pfefgians  With  thfett- 
«Wr6eping  rdbfes,  vultures  and  different  kinds^  d^M^fe, 
and  various  fantastic  animali^.*' 

•  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  2.  ^  Crit.  ap.  Alhen.  lib.  f.  p.  2^. 

PoH.  lib.  10.  c.  11.  §  48.  ^  Aatfph.  arp.  Athen.  p.  tT.  ^  Mer- 
mipp.  ibid.  p.  28.  *  iElian.  Var.  Hist.  lib.  3.  p.  24.  Poll.  lib.  1. 
c.  10.  §  149.  ^  Plin.  Jun.  lib.  7.  epist.  27.  »  Vitruv.  lib.  6. 
c.  10.  "»  Bacchyl.  ap.  Athdu.  lib.  2.  c.  5.  p.  S9.  ^  PtAf.  de 
Hep.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  52g.  •  Aticfoc.  de^  Alcib.  part  i,  p.  91. 
XeD.  Mem.  lib.  5.  p.  844.  '  Tbe6phr.  fchawd.  c.  5.  <  Cai- 
fixen.  ap.  Atben.  lib.  5.  c.  6.  p.  Id7.  Hipp&fch.  ap.  6utid.  lib.  tl. 
c.  7.  p.  477.     Aristoph.  in  Ran.  v.  909.     SjidnfV.  ibid.  p.  3(12. 
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Nor  did  Dinias  display  less  luxury  at  his  table 
than  in  his  house.  I  shall  give^  from  my  journal^  a 
description  of  the  first  supper  to  which  I  was  invited 
with  my  friend  Phiiotas. 

The  company  was  to  assemble  towards  the  even- 
ings as  soon  as  the  shade  of  the  gnomon  should  be 
twelve  feet  long/  We  were  careful  to  be  neither  too 
soon  nor  too  late^  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  Athenian 
politeness.'  We  found  Dinias  hurrying  about  and 
giving  his  orders.  He  introduced  to  us  Philonides^ 
one  of  those  parasites  who  ingratiate  themselves  with 
the  richj  to  do  the  honours  of  the  house  and  frimish 
amusement  for  the  guests.'  From  time  to  time, 
we  observed  him  shaking  off  the  dust  that  stuck  upon 
the  robe  of  Dinias."*  A  moment  after  arrived  Nico- 
cles  the  physician^  much  fatigued :  he  had  a  great 
many  patients^  he  said;  but  their  ailments  were  only 
slight  colds  and  coughs^  the  consequence  of  the  rains 
that  had  fallen  since  the  beginning  of  autumn.'  He 
was  soon  followed  by  Leon,  ZopyrusandTheotimus, 
three  Athenians-  of  distinction  attached  to  Dinias 
from  love  of  pleasure.  Last  of  all,  Demochares 
made  his  appearance,  uninvited.'  He  was  a  man 
of  wit  and  agreeable  talents,  and  met  with  the  most 
welcome  reception  from  the  whole  company. 

We  passed  into  the  dining-room,  where  frankin- 


'  Hesych.  in  A»^«^«  Menand.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  6.  c.  10.  p.  243. 
Casaub.  ibid.  '  Scbol.  Tbeocr.  in  Idyll.  7.  ▼.  i4.      Plat 

Sympos.  lib.  8.  quaest.  6.  t  ii.  p.  726.  *  Tbeopb.  Cbaract.  c.  20. 
■  Id.  ibid,  c  9.  '  Hippocr.  Apborism.  sec  3.  $  12.  '  Plat. 
in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  174. 
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cense^nd  other  odours  were  burning.*  On  the  side- 
board were  displayed  silver  and  gilt  vases,  some  of 
them  enriched  with  precious  stones.* 

Some  slaves  in  waiting  now  poured  water  on  our 
hands^^  and  placed  chaplets  on  our  heads.*'  We  drew 
by  lot  for  king  of  the  banquet/  whose  office  it  is  to 
keep  the  company  within  bounds^  without  checking 
a  proper  degree  of  freedom ;  to  give  the  signal  fpr 
circi^lating  bumpers ;  name  the  toasts^  and  see  that 
all  the  laws  of  drinking  are  observed.*  Chance  de- 
cided in  favour  of  Demochares. 

After  the  table  had  been  several  times  wiped  with 
a  sponge/  we  seated  ourselves  around  it  on  couches/ 
with  coverlets  of  purple.*  The  bill  of  fiare  of  the 
supper  being  brought  to  Dinias/  we  set  apart  the  first 
portion  of  it  for  the  altar  of  Diana.'  Each  of  us  had 
^brought  his  servant.^  Dinias  was  waited  on  by  a 
negro^  one  of  those  ^Ethiopian  slaves  who  are  pur- 


»  Archestr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3.  c.  21.  p.  101.  *  Plat,  de  Rep. 

lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  417.  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  23.  Id.  de  Lapid.  $  63. 
Plut.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  193.  ^  Athen.  lib.  9.  c.  1.  p.  366.     Du- 

port,  in  Theophr.  p.  454.  ^  Archestr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3.  p.  101. 
*  Aristoph.  in  Plut.  v.  973.  Laert.  lib.  8.  §  64.  Plut.  Sympos. 
lib.  1.  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  620.  *  By  one  of  these  laws  a  man  must 
either  drink  or  leave  the  table  (Cicer.  Tuscul,  5.  c.  41.  t.  ii. 
p.  395.)  Sometimes  the  company  contented  themselves  with 
pouring  on  the  head  of  the  delinquent  the  wine  he  refused  to 
drink  (Laert.  lib.  8.  §  64.)  «  Homer.  Odyss.  lib.  20.  v.  154. 

Martial.  Epigr.  142.  lib.  14.  '  Xen.  Memor.  lib.  5.  p.  842, 

Aristot  de  Hep.  lib.  7.  cap.  ultim.  t  ii.  p.  448.  »  Athen.  lib.  2. 
c.  9.  p;48.  »•  Id.  ibid.  c.  10.  p.  49.  'Theophr.  Charact. 

c.  10.     Dupoit.  ibid.         ^  Id.  ibid.  c.  9. 
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chased  by  the  rich  ata^reat  price>  to  distingtiigh 
themselves  from  other  citizens.' 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  an  ent#r- 
taiitment  which  every  moment  afforded  us  fresh 
proofs  of  the  opulence  and  prodigality  of  Diftias :  to 
give  a  general  idea  of  it  will  be  sufficient. 

We  were  first  presented  with  sevenJi  sorts  6f 
shell-'fish ;  some  as  they  cofne  out  of  the  sea  j  othdri 
roasted  on  the  ashes^  or  fried  in  stoves ;  and  Inost  of 
them  seasoned  with  pepper  and  cumin.""  Fresh  eg^s 
were  served  up  at  the  same  time^  both  of  common 
fbwls  and  pea-hens^  the  latter  of  which  are  ifl  the 
highest  estimation  ;''  sausages/  |)igs'  feet/  a  wild 
boar's, liver/  a  lamb's  head/  calves'  chitterlings/  a 
sow's  beHy^  seasoned  with  cumin^  vinegar^  and  sil^ 
phium  /small  birds,  on  wbi<;h  was  poured  a  very  hot 
sauce  composed  of  scraped  cheese^  oily  vinegar^  and 
gilphium.''  In  the  second  course  we  were  presented 
with  whatever  was  esteemed  most  exquisite  in  game^ 
poultry^  and  particularly  fish.  The  third  course 
consisted  of  fruit. 

Among  the  multitude  of  dainties  thstt  wer^  Suc- 
cessively placed  on  the  table^  each  guest  hac^  the 
liberty  of  choosing  what  was  most  agreeable  to  the 

*  Theoptir.  Charact.  c.  4l.  Casaut.  ibid.  Terent.  in  EunucL 
acet.  1.  deen.  2.  v.  85.  *  Allien.  lib.  3.  c.  1^.  p.  66,  &c.  ■'  Tripfe. 
etp,  Athen.  lift.  2.  p.  58.  *  Aristoph.  in  Ecpit,  v.  161.  fifenric* 
Stepfa.  in  AXXac.  ^  Ecphant.  et  Phereder.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3. 

c.  7.  p.  9«.  *  Eubul.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  7.  c.  24.  p.  5S0.  '  Id. 
ibid.  •  Id.  ibid.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Pac.  v.  7l'6.  ^  Archestr. 
ap.  Athen.  lib.  S.  c.  21.  p.  101.  "^  Aristoph.  in  Av.  v.  532  et 

J  578. 
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taste  of  his  friends^  and  sending  it  to  them  :""  an  atten- 
tion seldom  omitted  at  ceremonious  entertainments^ 

No  sooner  had  we  begun  suj^er,  than  Demo- 
chares^  taking  a  cup,  slightly  applied  it  to  his  lip», 
and  handed  it  romid  the  table/  each  of  us  touching 
the  liquor  in  his  turn.  The  first  taste  is  considered 
as  the  symbol  and  bond  of  friendship  by  which  the 
guests  are  united.  Other  full  cups  quickly  fcJlowed 
this,  regulated  by  the  healths  Democbares  drank^ 
sometimes  to  one,  sometimes  to  another/  and  which 
the  peiision  drank  to  immediately  returned. 

The  conversation  at  table  was  lively,  without  i»- 
terrtiption,  or  any  particular  object,  and  insensibly  led 
to  pleasantries  respecting  the  suppers  of  men  of  wit 
and  philosophers,  who  lose  moments  so  precious  in 
puzzling  each  other  with  riddles  and  sefnigmas/  or  in  a 
methodical  discussion  of  the  most  obscure  questions 
in  raorak  or  metaphysics/  By  way  of  ridiculing  this 
practice,  Democbares  {deposed  that  weshould  display 
our  knowledge  in  the  choice  of  the  dishes  most  agref^ 
able  to  the  palate,  the  art  of  preparing  them^and  the 
fticility  of  procuring  them  at  Athens.  As  we  had 
determined  to  imitate  as  closely  aa  posaible  thefaan- 
quets^  of  the  sages,,  it  was  agreed  thait  each  per acmpi^e* 
sent  should  speak  in  hdsitnrii,.  and  treat  hi»sul]^ct  with 


*  Id.  in  Acharn.  v.  104S.     Tbeophr.  Charact.  c.  17. ,  C'aBanb. 
ibid.  p.  137.  ^  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  4.  v.  3.     Aristopb.  in  Ly8. 

V.  a04i     Athen.  lib;  ro.  p;  439  et  444.     Peith.  Antiq*  Homer. 
Hb.  3.  p-.  30^.  '  Plat,  de  Bep.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  404.     Atiwn. 

Wb;  lOi  c.  15.  p.  448.  »  Plat.  Gonviv.  t.  iii.  pi  lf72.     Xwi. 

ibid.  p.  872.     Plut.  Sept.  Sapient.  Conviv.  t.  ii.  p.  14©. 
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the  utmost  gravity,  without  heing  either  too  prolix^ 
or  too  negligent  in  his  details. 

1  was  to  begin ;  but^  as  I  was  but  little  acquainted 
with  the  subject  which  was  to  be  discussed^  I  was  on 
the  point  of  making  my  excuse,  when  Demochares 
begged  me  to  give  the  company  an  idea  of  the 
Scythian  repasts.     I  answered  in  a  few  words,  that 
their  sole  food  was  honey,  and  the  milk  of  cows  or 
mares,*  to  which  they  were  so  accustomed  from  their 
birth,  as  not  to  stand  in  need  of  nurses ;""  that  they 
received  the  milk  in  large  pails,  and  churned  it  a 
considerable  time  to  separate  the  most  delicate  part 
of  it  from  the  rest,  an  employment  which  they  allot* 
ted  to  siich  prisoners  as  the  chance  of  war  threw 
into  their  hands  ;^  but  I  was  careful  not  to  add,  that 
they  put  out  the  eyes  of  these  unhappy  men,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  escaping. 

After  other  particulars  which  I  suppress,  Leon, 
taking  up  the  conversation,  said :  The  Athenians  are 
perpetually  reproached  with  their  frugality.*  Our 
meals,  indeed/are  in  general  shorter  and  less  sump- 
tuous than  those  of  the  Thebans  and  some  other 
of  the  Grecian  states/  but  we  have  begun  to  follow 
their  example,  and  presently  they  will  follow  our's. 
Every  day  we  add  new  refinements  to  the  pleasures 
of  the  table,  aiid  see  our  ancient  simplicity  gradually 
disappear,  with  all  those  patriotic  virtues  which  ori- 

^  Justin,  lib.  2.  c.  2.  <^  Antiph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  6.  c.  2.  p.  226. 
^  Herodot.  lib.  4.  c.  2.  '  Eubul.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  2.  c.  8.  p.  47. 
^  Diphil.  et  Polyb.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4.  p.  17  et  18.  Eubul.  ap. 
eund.  lib.  10.  c.  4.  p.  417. 
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ginated  in  necessity^  and  could  not  be  the  growth 
of  all  ages.  Let  our  orators  remind  us  as  often  as 
they  please  of  the  battles  of  Marathon  and  Salamis^ 
let;  strangers  admire  the  monuments  that  decorate 
this  city — Athens  possesses  a  more  substantial  ad- 
vantage^ in  my  eyes^  in  that  abundance  which  we 
enjoy  here  during  the  whole  year^  and  in  that  mar- 
ket which  daily  presents  to  us  the  choicest  produc- 
tions of  the  islands  and  the  continent.  I  am  not 
afraid  to  assert  it,  there  is  no  country  in  which 
it  Is  easier  to  find  good  cheer,  not  excepting  even 
Sicily. 

We  have  nothing  to  wish  for  with  respect  to  but- 
cher's meat  and  fowls.  Our  poultry  yards,  either  in 
town  or  country,  are  admirably  stocked  with  capons,^ 
pigeons,**  ducks,'  chickens,  and  geese,  which  we  have 
a  particular  art  of  fattening.*  The  seasons,  in  their 
succession,  bring  us  becaficos,'  quails,"  thrushes/ 
larks,"*  redbreasts,^  stockdoves,'  turtles,'  woodcocks," 
and  francolins.*  The  Phasis  presents  to  us  the  birds 
that  are  the  ornament  of  its  banks,  and  which  may  be 

^  Aristot.  Hist  Animal,  lib.  9.  cap.  50.  t.  i.  p.  956.  *•  Id. 

ibid.  lib.  1.  c.  1.  p.  763.  Athen.  lib.  9.  c.  11.  p.  393.  *Athen. 
ibid.  p.  395.  Mnesim.  ibid.  c.  15.  p.  403.  ^  Athen.  ibid.  c.  8. 
p.  384.  Varr.  de  Re  Rustic,  lib.  3.  c.  8.  §  9.  Cicer.  Acad.  lib. 
2.  c  18.  t.  ii.  p.  26.  Plin.  lib.  10.  c.  50.  t.  i.  p.  571.  »  Aristot. 
ib.  lib.  8.  c.  3.  t.  i.  p.  902.  Athen.  lib.  2.  c.  24.  p.  65.  Epicharm. 
ibid.  lib.  9.  p.  398.  °*  Athen.  ibid.  c.  10.  p.  392.  °  Aristoph. 
in  Pac.  V.  1149.     Athen.  lib.  2.  p.  64.  **  Aristot.  ibid.  lib.  9* 

c.  25.  t.  i.  p.  935.  P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  c.  3.  p.  902.  Plin.  lib.  10. 
c.  9.  p.  561.  •»  Aristot.  ibid.  Athen.  lib.  9.  p.  393.  '  Aristot. 
ibid.     Athen.  ibid.  p.  394.  '  Aristot.  ibid.  cap.  26.  p.  936. 

*  Aristoph.  et  Alexand.  apud  Athen.  lib.  9.  p.  387.  Phcenic.  ap. 
eund.  lib.  14.  c.  18.  p.  652.     Aristot.  ibid.  lib.  9.  c.  49.  p.  955. 
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ttyied,  with  stiM  more  jufitice^  the  otnainent  of  our 
tablei.  They  begin  to  midtiply  among  ns  in  the 
p)i«a§ftnt*ground9  established  by  some  weaMhy  in- 
liividiiak.'  Our  ptatm  aie  covered  with  bar»  and 
partridges;'  our  hUb  with  thyme^  rosemary^  and 
#ther  herbi^  fit  to  give  a  flavour  and  perfiune  to  Mir 
rabbits.  The  adjacent  fovests  furnish  us  with  boan 
and  their  young  ones  */  and  from  the  isle  of  Metos 
we  h»¥e  the  best  roebucks  in  Greece." 

The  sea  too^  satdZopyrus,  taking  up  the  discom^e^ 
attentive  to  remit  the  tribute  dfu«  to  her  roasters^  en- 
riches our  tables  with  delicate  fish.*  We  have  the 
lamprey/  the  dorado/  the  weerver/  the  xqihias>**  the 
pagnis/  the  shad/  and  tunnies  in  abundance/ 

N*o«lhing  is  comparable  to  the  conger-^t  we  prt^ 
cure  from  Sicyon/  tbe  glaucnstakeaatMegara/  tlte 


«  Aristoph.  in  Nub.  v.  lOQ.  Schol.  ibid.  Aristot.  lib.  6.  c.  2. 
K  i.  p.  859.  Pbilox.  ap.  Atbcn.  liK  4.  c.  %  p.  14T.  *  Afhett; 
Vb.  d.  p  38&  Wh^mr'B  Journey,  &c.  book  5.  p.  359.  ^  Sen* 
cLe  Venat.  p.  991.  Mnesim.  ap»  Athea.  lib.  9.  c.  15.  p.  403.  Spom« 
t.  ii.  p.  56.  *  Alhen.  Kb.  1.  c.  4.  p.  4.     *  Spon.  ibid.  p.  147. 

Whel.  ibid.  ^  Aristot.  Hist.  Animal,  lib.  8.  cap.  13.  p.  909. 

Theophr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  7.  c.  18.  p.  312.  *  Epich.  et  Archestr. 
ap.  Ath^.  lib  7.  c.  24.  p.  328.  Aldrov.  de  Pise.  lib.  2.  cap.  15. 
p.  169.     Gesn.  de  Pise.  p.  128.  ^  Mnesim.  ap.  Atben.  lib.  9. 

c.  15.  p.  403.  Aldrov.  ib.  lib.  2.  p.. 255.  *  Athen.  lib.  7.  c.  7; 
p.  282.  Aldrov.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  330.  *  Tbis  is  the  fish  known 
in  France  by  the  name  of  the  espadan;  in  Italy  by  that  of  the 
pesce  spada  (Anglic^  the  sword-fish.)  '  Athen.  lib.  7.  cap.  22, 

p.  327.  Aldrov.  lib.  2.  p.  149.'  Gesn.  ibid.  p.  773.  »  Aristot, 
lib.  9.  c.  37.  t.  i.  p.  941.  Gesner.  ibid.  p.  ^1.  Aldrov.  p.  499. 
*  Gesn.  ibid.  p.  1147.  *  Eudox.  et  Philem.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  7. 

c.  10.  p.  288.  Aldrov.  p.  348.  Gesner.  de  Pise.  p.  345.  ^  Ar- 
chestr. ap.  Athen.  lib.  7,  p.  295. 
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th^t  frequent  pur  coasts/  The  pilchar4^  taken  in 
atlier  wun^yi^^  are  the  fpodi  of  t^^  QQfnpioiA  people; 
Uhi^6  w^  c^tp^  in  tUe  vicinity  ctf  PUalemm  are  wortby 
^  tl»e  t9,Wi9  «^  tliw^  gad»,  ei^pteQiaUy  when  left  ta  steep 
09ly  ^  a  moQieiit  in  boiling  oil.'" 

Tb*  v^lgari  iteswled  by  a  name>  imagine  that  every 
paft  Qf  what  i»  reputed  a  deUeaoy  is  equaUy  delicate : 
bn^;  we>  who  analyt^e  9iepit  more  eaiaiitely^  prefer  the 
Iwe  p^vt  of  the  gl^ucu^^  the  head  of  the  barbd  und 
^Qoi\giWi  the  breast  of  the  tujnuy,  an^  tbe  backof 
tib^^9te>^  and  lee,ve  the  re9t  to  leas  difficult  tastes. 

To  the  ahun<te.nt  supplies  of  the  sea,  let  ua  add 
tlpig#eQ|  the  l^kes  pf  Bq^otia.  Are  aot  fresh  edb, 
e9uaHyiiei9arl^ble£t>rtheir  detioacyandsi^e^  brought 
i^  eveffy  day  f^oi»  li^e  Copawa  f"  Nor  ought  we  to 
fPflget,  in  tWw  enumeration  of  our  r¥^hes,  that  asto- 
nishJh^g  (]^uantity  of  a^ltfish  wbieb  we  reeeive  fi^n^  the 
lA^l^^pntj  Byzantww^  a^  the  ewot^  of  tb^j  Euxine. 

J^ew  ai^d.  Tiopyrij^^  saul  Philotas^  ha^e  tineaited-  of 
4)pse^  dishes  whi^h  ^m  the  basis  of  am  ente^rtam* 
m^n%,  Tbos^  of  the^  first  and  third  eou^ae  would 
require  more  profound  erudition  than  I  can  pretend 
to  pos^ess^  but  would  furnish  no  less  convincing 
proof/s  qf  Uie  advantages  of  our  climate. 


'  Lyois:.  Sam.  ibid*  p^a  ^^  el  380.     Afchestr.  ibid.  p.  28a. 
Cviuici.  et  Nansicr.  ibid.  p.  3i5.  ""  Athen.  lib.  7.  c.  8L  p.  «S5. 

Aldrc^,  d^  Pi«c  lib,  9.  pu  %l%  Qesn.  ibid.  p.  73 ;  et  alii.  »  Plat. 
9^  Atbqn.  lib»  7*  p.  %79,  Antiphon.  ibid.  p.  295.  Briph.  ibkL 
p.  30%.  "  Aiistoph.  m  Pac.  v.  1004.     Id.  in  Lysistr.  y.  36. 

Sch^l.  ibid   Athea.  lib.  7.  p.  297. 
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Lobsters  and  cray-fisb''  are  as  common  with  us  as 
muscles^  oysters,*  urchins,  or  sea  hedge-hogs ;'  the 
latter  are  sometimes  dressed  with  oxymel,  parsley, 
and  mint.*  They  are  delicious  when  caught  at  the 
full  of  the  moon/  and  by  no  means  deserve  the  ill 
name  given  them  by  a  Lacedaemonian,  who  never  hav- 
ing seen  this  kind  of  shell-fish,  put  one  of  them  into 
his  mouth,  and  attempted  to  bite  its  bristly  points." 

I  shall  say  nothing  of  the  mushrooms,  the  aspa- 
ragus,''  the  various  species  of  cucumbers,^  and  that 
infinite  variety  of  vegetables  which  are  brought  fresh 
to  market  every  day ;  but  I  cannot  omit  observing 
that  the  fruit  of  our  gardens  has  a  most  exquisite 
flavour.*  The  superiority  of  our  figs  is  universally  ad- 
mitted :*  when  fresh  gathered,  they  are  the  favourite 
delicacy  of  the  inhabitants  of  Attica,  and,  when  care- 
fully dried,  are  exported  to  distant  countries,  and  find 
their  way  even  to  the  table  of  the  king  of  Persia.* 
Our  pickled  olives  excite  the  appetite.  Those  we  call 
colymbades*  are  more  esteemed  for  their  size  and 
flavour  than  the  olives  of  other  countries  :*"  nor  are  the 
grapes,  known  by  the  name  of  Nicostratian,  in  less 

p  Aristot.  Hist  ADiroal.  lib.  4.  cap.  9.  p.  815.  Athen.  lib.  3, 
c.  23.  p.  104  et  105.  Gesn.  de  Loc.  et  de  Astac,  &c.  '  Athen. 
ibid.  p.  90.     Archestr.  ibid.  p.  92.  '  Aristot  Hist  Aniraal. 

lib.  4.  cap.  5.  p.  822.  Matron,  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4.  cap.  5.  p.  135. 
•  Athen.  ibid.  p.  9J.  '  Id.  ibid.'p.  88.  "  Demetr.  Scept  ap. 
Athen.  p.  91.  *  Athen.  lib.  3.  p.  60,  62,  &c.  ^  Id.  p.  67. 

»  Aristot  Probl.  sect  20.  t  ii.  p.  774.  •Athen. lib.  14.  p. 652. 
^  Dion.  ap.  eund.  ibid.  *  The  modem  Qreeks  of  Athens  still 
call  them  by  the  same  name;  and  the  Grand  Signior  has  them 
all  monopolized  for  his  own  table.  Spon.  Yoyag.  t.  ii.  p.  147. 
•Athen.  lib.  4.  c.  4.  p.  133.  • 
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ireputi/  The  art  of  griLfting*  bestows  on  our  pears, 
and  fruit  in  general,  qualities  which  nature  had  re- 
fused them/  Eubcea  furnishes  us  with  excellent 
apples ; «  Phcenicia  with  dates ;  ^  Corinth  with  quinces, 
as  delicious  to  the  taste  as  they  are  beautiful  to  the 
eye ; '  and  Naxos  with  that  kind  of  almonds  which 
are  in  high  estimation  through  all  Greece.^ 

The  turn  of  the  parasite  being  now  come,  we  all 
redoubled  our  attention,  and  he  began  his  harangue 
as  follows : 

The  bread  served  at  our  tables,  nay  even  that,  ex- 
posed to  sale  in  the  market,  is  of  a  dazzling  whiteness 
and  an  admirable  flavour.^  The  art  of  preparing  it 
'  was  brought  to  perfection  in  Sicily,  in  the  last  cen- 
tury, by  Thearion  : "  it  has  been  preserved  among  us 
in  all  its  purity,  and  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
progress  of  pastry.  We  are  at  present  in  possession 
of  a  thousand  methods  of  converting  every  sort  of 
flour  into  a  wholesome  and  agreeable  nutriment.  If 
a  little  milk,  oil,  and  salt  be  mixed  with  the  flour  of 
wheat,  you  will  have  the  materials  for  those  delicate 
loaves  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  Cappado- 
cians,''  Knead  the  dough  with  a  little  honey,  and  roll 
it  into  thin  sheets,  which  will  run  up  on  approaching 
a  quick  fire,  and  you  will  produce  these  biscuits  that 


'  Athen.  lib.  14.  c.  19.  p.  654.  «  Aristot.  de  Plat.  lib.  1. 

c.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  1016.  '  Atben.  ibid.  p.  653.  *  Hermipp.  ap.< 
Athen.  lib.  1.  c.  21.  p.  27.  ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  28.  AiHii^an.  ibid, 
p.  47.  *  Athen.  lib.  3.  p.  82.  ^  Id.  ibid.  p.  52.  '  Archestr.. 
et  Antiphan.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3.  p.  112.  "  Plat,  iii  Gorg.  t.  i. 

p518  .         "  Athen.  lib.  3.  c.  28.  p.  US. 
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}iftve  been  Jii^t  bonded  to  us^  and  which  you  h9.ve 
dipped  in  wine ;  *  but  they  must  be  served  up  burning 
hot.''  These  sweet  apd  light  cakes^  which  have  been 
since  presented  to  us/  are  mad§  in  a  stove  with  the . 
jlour  of  sesamum^  honey,  andoil.f  Take  some  peeled 
barley^  pound  it  in  a  mortar^  and  put  the  flour  in  a 
vessel ;  pour  oil  on  it ;  keep  stirring  this  mixture 
whilst  it  heats  gently  on  the  fire ;  feed  it  now  and 
^en  with  pullet^  kid^  or  lamb  gravy^  taking  special 
care  not  to  let  it  boil  over ;  and  when  stewed  to  the 
Qx^ct  point  of  perfection^  serve  it  up.*"  We  have 
cakes  made  simply  of  milk  and  honey/  others  in 
which  the  flour  of  sesamum  and  a  little  cheese  or  oU 
i^  added  to  the  honey.'  We  have  tarts^  too^  made 
with  different  sorts  of  fruit.^  Hare  pasties  are  of  the 
9ame  nature/  as  well  as  the  pies  made  of  becafigos^ 
wd  those  little  birds  that  fly  about  the  vin.eyards.'' 

Pt^lonides^  as  be  proj^ounced  these  words,  took 
possession  of  a  tort  made  of  raisins  and  almonds/ 
why^h  yrm  just  brought  in^  and  would  proceed  no 
^tli^v  in  his  oration. 

We  did  not  continue  long  in  suspense^  for  Theo^ 
(Kmw  immediately  took  up  the  conversation.  Many 
^tbom^  said  he^  have  written  on  the  culinary  art^^ 
liiat  first  of  all  ai:ts^  since  it  is  that  which  procurea  u» 

*  These  were  a  8ort  of  wafers.  Casaub.  in  Athen.  p.  131. 
""  A^tidot  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3.  c.  25.  p.  109.  p  Atb^n.  lib.  14.  c.  14. 
•p,  640.  -f^  A  kind  of  fritters.  "^  Athen.  lib.  3.  c.  36.  p.  126» 
CiMBub.  in  Ajtben.  p.  1.5^1,  '  Eupol.  ap.  Athen.  lib,  14.  c»  14U 
p.  646.  -  Aihen.  ibid^  '  Id.  ibid.  648.  Poll  Ub^  6.  c-^  1 U 
$t78.  «  Telad.  ap.  Athqn.  ibid..p.  Q47  fi^.649.  *  FolL  li^  6. 
c.  11.  §  78.        Md.ibid. 
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the  most  frequent  and  mokt  durable  enjoyiiients. 
Such  were  Mithsscus^  who  has  given  us  the  Sicilian 
Cook ; "  Niimetiius  of  Heracleia,  Hegenion  oiTThasos, 
Phildxenus  of  LeticdS,*  Actide^  bJFChios^  Tyhdaricus 
6f  Sicyori/  iiid  many  others  I  could  mention^  for  t 
have  all  their  works  iii  mV  lilirai-y,  but  I  prefer  the 
Gastronbniia  of  Archestratus  to  them  all.  This 
author^  who  was  the  triend  of  ohe  oF  the  sons  of 
Pericles/  had  travelled  through  various  countries,  to 
iiiform  himself  accurately  of  all  their  choicest  pro- 
ductions.* During  his  travels  his  object  was  riot  to 
become  Acquainted  with  the  manners  of  different 
naliohs,  a  knowledge  of  no  sort  of  utility,  since  it  is 
impossible  to  change  them ;  but  to  procuire  admission 
iiitd  those  laboratories  in  which  thie  luxuries  of  the 
table  are  prepared,  and  to  converse  witH  those  per- 
sons only  who  might  contribute  to  his  enjoyments. 
His  poeni  is  a  treasure  of  information  ;  not  a  verse  - 
in  it  but  what  contains  a  precept. 

This  work  IS,  as  1  may  say,  the  code  in  which 
several  tobks  have  studied  the  principles  of  an  art 
that  has  rendered  tliem  immortal ;  ^  an  art  long  since 
btoughi  to  p^rffectJdn  in  Sicily  and  Elis,^  arid  which 
Thiiribrdri,  ambbgui^,  has  carried  to  the  summit  of  its 
gloi^y.*  I  ^m  6[ware  that  the  persons  who  exercise  it 
hWvfe'  often,  by  theJf  pretensions,  deservedly  been  ridi- 
ciiled  on  the  stage;''  biit  without  the  enthusksni 

•  Plat.  inGorg.  t.  i.  p.  518.  •  Athen.  Ii6.  1.  cap.  5.  p.  5.  *»  Id. 
lib.  14:  c.  25.  p.  662.  Poll,  lib,  6.  c.  JO.  §  71.  « Id.  lib.  5.  c.  20. 
p.  220.  *  Idllib.  7.  c.  5.  p.  278.  « Id.  ibid.  p.  293.  '  Id.  lib.  li. 
p.  6b t.  *  Id.  lib.  7.  p.  293.  ^  Damoxen.  ap.  ^then.  Kb.  3.  c.  2l. 
p.  101.     Philem.  ibid.  lib.  7.  c.  10.  p.  288.  Hegesand.  ibid.  p.  289. 
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they  never  would  have  possessed  the  genius  of  their 
profession. 

My  own  cook,  whom  I  have  lately  sent  for  from 
Syracuse,  astonished  me  the  other  day  with  an  enume- 
ration of  the  qualifications  and  study  requisite  for  his 
employment.  After  telling  me,  by  the  way,  that 
Cadmus,  the  grandsire  of  Bacchus,  and  founder  of 
Thebes,  was  originally  a  cook  to  the  king  of  Sidon ; ' 
Do  you  know,  added  he,  that  properly  to  discharge 
the  office  I  hold,  it  is  not  enough  to  possess  senses 
exquisitely  refined,  and  a  constitution  proof  against 
every  attack,^  but  that  it  is  necessary  to  combine  the 
greatest  abilities  with  the  most  extensive  information? 
I  do  not  employ  myself  in  any  of  the  vile  functions  of 
your  kitchen ;  I  never  appear  there  but  to  direct  the 
action  of  the  fire,  and  to  observe  the  effect  of  my 
operations.  Seated  in  general  in  an  adjacent  cham- 
ber,^  I  issue  orders  to  be  executed  by  subordinate 
artists."*  I  meditate  on  the  productions  of  nature  i 
sometimes  I  leave  them  in  their  simplicity ;  some- 
times I  disguise  or  mix  them,  as  new  proportions 
which  appear  best  calculated  to  gratify  your  palate 
may  occur  to  me.  Am  I,  for  instance,  to  give  you  a 
sucking-pig,  or  alarge  piece  of  beef— I  content  myself 
with  boiling  them."  Do  you  wish  for  ^n  excellent . 
hare — if  young,  it  requires  no  recommendation  but  its 
intrinsic  merit  to  appear  before  you  with  approbation : , 

*  Evemer.  ibid.  lib.  14.  c.  22.  p.  658.  ^  Pofeid.  ibid.  lib. 

14.  p.  661.  ^  Damox.  ibid.  c.  22,  p.  102.  *"  Id.  ap.  Athen. 
lib.  3.  cap.  22.  p.  102.  *»  Athen.  lib.  2.  p.  63 ;  lib.  9.  cap.  14. 
p.  375. 
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1  put  it  on  the  spit,  and  serve  it  up  ta  you  all  bleed- 
ing.*" But  it  is  the  refinement  of  combination  which 
displays  my  science  in  all  its  lustre. 

The  principal  agents  I  make  use  of  are  salt, 
pepper,  oil,.vinegar,  and  honey  ;  and  of  these,  better 
than  Attica  affords  cannot  be  found  in  any  country. 
Your  oil  is  excellent,^  as  well  as  your  vinegar  of 
Decelia  ;  ^  your  honey  of  Mount  Hymettus"^  deserves 
the  preference  even  to  that  of  Sicily  itself.  Besides 
these  ingredients,  in  ragouts"  we  employ  eggs,  cheese, 
dried  raisins,  silphium,*  parsley,  sesamum,  cummin, 
capers,  cresses,  fennel,  mint,  coriander,  carrots, 
garlic,  onions ;  and  various  aromatic  plants  much  in 
use  among  us,  such  as  the  origanum,+  and  the  ex- 
quisite thyme  of  Mount  Hymettus.*  These,  if  I  may 
so  speak,  are  powers  at  the  disposal  of  an  artist,  but 
which  he  should  never  lavish.  If  a  fish,  the  flesh  of 
which  is  firm,  be  sent  to  me  to  dress,  I  take  care  to 
give  it  a  sprinkling  of  scraped  cheese,  and  to  moisten 
it  with  vineg*ar ;  but  if  it  be  of  a  more  delicate  kind, 
I  only  throw  a  little  salt  over  it,  and  a  few  drops  of 
oil,''  or  by  way  of  change,  after  garnishing  it  with 
origanum  leaves,  I  wrap  it  up  in  a  fig  leaf,  and  broil 
it  under  the  ashes."" 

A  good  cook  will  not  multiply  mixtures  and  ex- 

*»  Archestr.  ap.  Atben.  lib.  9.  c.  14.  p.  319.  p  Spon.  t.  ii. 
p.  146.  ^  Athen.  lib.  2.  c.  26.  p.  67.  '  Antiphan.  ap.  Athen. 
lib.  3.  c.  2.  p.  74.     Spon.  ibid.  p.  130.  •  Athen.  lib.  2.  c.  26. | 

p.  68.  Poll.  lib.  6.  c.  10.  §  66.  *  A  plant  but  little  known,  but* 
made  great  use  of  by  the  ancients  in  their  repasts.  +  A  sort  of 
wild  marjoram.  *  Antiph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  1.  p.  28.  "  Ar- 

chestr. ap.  Athen.  lib.  7.  c.  20.  p.  3?1.         ""  Id.  ibid.  c.  5.  p.  278, 
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piedientSj  except  in  sauces  or  rag^o,uts ;  Qf  wh^jc^  w^ 
have  various  sorts^  some  sharp,  and  others  si/^eet. 
The  sauce  that  may  be  served  with  all  boiled  or  roasted 
ftsh/  is  composed  oi^  vinegar,  scraped  cheese,  and 
gai^lic,  to  which  mavbe  added  a  few  leeks  and  onions, 
cut  small/  When  you  wish  to  have  it  not  so  strong, 
it  may  be  mixed  up  with  pil,  the  yplks  of  eg^s^  leeks^ 
garlic,  and  cheese ;  *  if,  you  desire  it  still  milder, 
honey,  dates^  cummin,  and  other  ingredients  of  the 
same  nature  may  be  used.^  But  mixtures  of  thi3, 
sort  must  not  be  left  to  the  caprice  of  every  ignoranjt 
pretender. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  stuffings  introduced  into 
the  belly  of  a  fish.  Every  cook  knows  that  the  fish 
must  be  opened,  and  that,  after  taking  out  the  bones^ 
it  should  be  filled  with  sijlphium,  cheese,  salt^  and 
origanum  :  *'.  he  knpws,  likewise^  that  a  pig  may  be 
stuffed  with  thrushes,  becafigos,  yolks  of  eggs,  oysters, 
and  different  kinds  of  shell  fish.*  But,  believe  me; 
there  is  no  end  to  the  variety  of  these  mixtures,  and^ 
nothing  short  of  very  long  and  profound  researches 
will  suffice  to  render  them  equally  agreeable  to  the 
palate,  and  conducive  to  health ;  for  my  art  is  al^ 
lied  to  all  the  sciences,^  but  more  imme4iately  to 

^  '  Anan.  ap.  Atheo.  lib.  7.  p.  ^82.  '  Schol.  Aristopb.  in 

Vesp.  V.  62.  Dalech.  Not.  in  Athen.  p.  746  et  750.  »  Scl\oL 
Aristopb.  in  Equit.  v.  768.  *  Hesych.  in'YirkTpifi.  *  Alex. 
ap.  Atben.  lib.  7.  p.  322.  •"Athen.  lib.  4,  p.  129.  ♦  The 

reader  may  compare  the  language  which  the  Greek  comip  writers 
plut  into  the  mouths  of  the  cooks  of  their  time,  with  that  Montaigne 
^Tes  U8,  in  a  few  words,  of  the  Maitre  (Ttlotet  of  Cardinal 
Caraffe,liy.  1.  c,5l.  /..;... 
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medicitte.  Must  I  not  be  supposed  to  know  th^ 
herbs  which^  in  each  season^  have  the  most  juice  and 
virtue  ?  Shall  I  venttire  to  bring  to  your  table  in 
summer  a  fish  that  should  only  make  its  appearance 
there  in  winter  ?  Are  not  certain  aliments  more  easy 
of  digestion  at  certain  times  ;  and  is  it  not  from  th6 
preference  we  give  to  some  of  these  over  others,  thit 
the  greatest  part  of  the  maladies  to  which  We  are 
subject  proceed  ?• 

At  these  words,  Ni codes  the  physician,  who  harf 
hitherto  continued  to  eat  silently  and  indiscriminately 
every  thing  that  came  in  his  way,  eagerly  exclaimed^ 
Your  cook  proceeds  on  true  principles.  Nothing'  is 
so  essential  as  the  choice  of  aliments,  nothirtg"  i*fequires' 
more  attention .  This  should  be  regulated,  in  the  first' 
place,  by  the  nature  of  the  climate,  by  the  variations 
of  the  air  and  seasons,  by  the  differences  of  age  and' 
constitution,^  and  next  by  the  more  or  less  nutritive 
qualities  peculiar  to  the  various  kinds  of  meat,  fisH; 
vegetables,  and  fruit.  The  flesh  of  b^ef,  for  itl- 
stance,  is  hard  and  difficult  to  digest ;  that  of  v^^l'i^ 
less  80 ;  in'  like  manner,  the  flesh  of  lartlb  i&  lighter' 
than  that  of  mutton,  and  kid  than  that'  of  gdat.«* 
Pork,  as  well  as  wild  boar,  is  desitcatory,  but  it* 
strengthens  and  passes  easily.  Sucking  pig  is  heavy. 
The  flesh  of  hare  is  dry  and'astringent.**  In  gene- . 
ral^  the  flesh  of  wild  animals  is  less  i^ui^culent  thail' 
that  of  domestic  ones ;  that  of  animals  which' feed' 

«  Nicom.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  7.  c.  11.  p.  ^9\.  ^  Hippocraft.  de 

Diaet.  lib.  3.  cap.  1.  &c.  t.  i.  p.  241.         »ld.  Ifb.  2.'  p.  219.  §  151 
•»  Id.  ibid.  p.  220. 
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on  fruit  than  that  of  those  which  live  on  herbs ;  that 
of  males  than  that  of  females ;  that  of  black  than  that 
of  white ;  and  that  of  crinigerous  than  that  of  smooth 
animals ;  such  is  the  doctrine  of  Hippocrates.^ 

All  liquors^  in  like  manner^  have  their  properties. 
Wine  is  dry  and  heatings  and  has  something  purgative 
in  its  nature :  ^  sweet  wines  fly  to  the  head/  the  red  are 
nourishing^  the  white  aperitive;  clarets  dry^  and  fa- 
vourable to  digestion."*  Hippocrates  tells  us^  that  new 
wines  are  more  laxative  than  old^  as  they  approach 
nearer  to  the  nature  of  must ; ""  aromatics  are  more 
nutritive  than  others  ;**  your  red  mellow  wines 

Nicoc^es  was  continuing  his  dissertation ;  but  Di* 
nias^  suddenly  interrupting  him^  exclaimed^  I  pay 
no  attention  to  such  distinctions^  but  I  banish  from 
my  table  the  wines  of  Zacynthus  and  of  Leucas,  be- 
cause I  believe  them  to  be  unwholesome^  on  account 
of  the  plaster  that  is  mixed  with  them.^  I  do  not 
like  that  of  Corinth^  for  it  is  harsh ;  "^  nor  that  of  Ica- 
ria^  bepause#  in  addition  to  this  faulty  it  is  heady  */ 
I  esteem  the  old  wine  of  Corcyra,  which  is  exceed^ 
ingly  pleasant^'  and  the  white  wine  of  Mende^  re- 
markable for  its  delicacy.^  Archilochus  compared 
that  of  Naxos  to  neptar ; "  but  I  should  compare  the 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  222.  §  20.      *  Id.  lib.  3.  p.  223.  §  22.      »  Diocl. 
et  Praxag.  ap.  Atheo.  lib.  1.  p.  32.  "^  Mnesith.  ap.  Athen.. 

lib.  1.  p.  32.  "  Hippocr.  de  Diaet.  p.  224.  "^  Id.  ibid.  p.  223. 
'  Athen.  lib.  1.  c.  25.  p.  33.  Eustath.  in  Homer.  Odyss.  lib.  7. 
t.  iii.  p.  1573.  lin.  25.  "^  Alex.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  1.  p,  30.  '  Id. 
ibid.  *  Id.  ibid,  p^  3$.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  29.  "  Id.  ibid, 

p.  30. 
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wine  of  Thasos  to  that  divine;  liquor.*  I  prefer  it 
to  every  kind  of  wine,  except  that  of  Chios,  when 
of  the  first  quality ;  for  there  are  three  sorts  of  it.' 

In  Greece  we  are  fond  of  sweet  and  odoriferous 
wines.'     In  some  places  they  sweeten  them  by  put- 
ting flour,  kneaded  with  honey,  into  the  cask ;  *"  and 
almost  every  where  origanum/  aromatics,  fruits,  and 
flowers,  are  infused  in  them.     My  pleasure  is,  on 
opening  one  of  my  barrels,  to  have  the  odour  of  vio- 
lets and  roses  instantly  exhale,  and  fill  my  cellar;"^ 
not  that  I  would  wish  to  have  one  jsense  too  much 
gratified  at  the  expense  of  another.     Thes  wine  of 
Byblos,  in  Phoenicia,  surprises  at  first  by  the  strength 
of  the  perfumes  with  which  it  is  impregnated :  I  have 
a  good  stock  of  it ;  yet  I  hold  it  greatly  inferior  to 
that  of  Lesbos,  which,  though  less  highly  scented,  is 
infinitely  more  grateful  to  the  palate.*    Do  you  wish 
for  an  agreeable  and  wholesome  beverage  ?     Mix 
your  fragrant  and  rich  wines  with  those  of  an  oppo- 
site quality.     Such  is  the  mixture  of  the  wine  of 
Erythraea  with  that  of  Heraclea.* 

Sea  water  mixed  with  wine  is  said  to  aid  digestion, 
and  prevent  the  wine  from  flying  to  the  head ;  but 
it  must  not  be  too  predominant,  which  is  the  fault  of 
the  Rhodian  wines ;  a  fault  which  is  avoided  in  those 

"^  Aristoph.  in  Plut.  v.  1022.  Schol.  ibid.  Id.  in  Lysistr. 
V.  196.  Spanh.  in  Aristoph.  Plut.  v.  545.  Plin.  lib.  34.  c.  7. 
p.  717,  y  Athen.  lib.  1.   p.  32.      Hermipp.  ibid.  p.  29. 

»  Athen.  lib.  1,  p.  30.  *  Theophr.  ap.  Athen.  p.  32.  ^  Aristot 
Problem.  §  20.  t.  ii.  p.  776.  Span,  in  Plut.  Aristophan.  v.  809. 
"*  Hermip.  ap«  Athen.  lib.  1.  p.  29.  ^  Archestr.  ap.  Athen. 

lib.  1.  p.  32.         *  Theophr.  ap.  Alhen.  p.  32. 
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of  Cm/  I  believe  one  measure  ot  sea  water  is 
sufficient  for  fifty  of  wine^  especially  if,  in  preparing 
it,  the  new  methods  are  adopted  in  preference  to 
the  o]d.s 

Learned  researches  have  taught  us  to  mix  our  li- 
<|uors  with  exactness.  The  usual  proportion  of  wine 
with  water  is  as.  two  to  five,  or  a»  one  to  three ;  ^  but 
with  ouv  friends,  we  choose  rather  to  reverse  this 
proporticm,  and,  towards  the  end  of  the  entertain^- 
ment,  to  forg>et  all  these  austere  rules. 
.  Solon  prohibited  the  use  of  pure  wine.  Of  all  his 
Ikwft,  this  is  perhaps  the  most  religiously  obsc^rved, 
thanks  to  the  perfidy  of  our  merchants,  who  weaken 
this  precious,  liquor.'  As  for  myself,  I  import  my 
i^wn  wine,  and  you  may  rely  upon  it,  that  the  law  of 
Solon  will  be  uniformly  violated  during  the  whole  of 
thia  entertainment. 

As  he  ended  these  words,  Dinias-  sent  for  several 
bottles  which  had  been  kept  ten  years^  and  which 
were  soon  followed  by  others  still  older."" 

We  now  drank  about  almost  without  interruption. 
Democbares^  after  giving  several  toasts^  took  up  a 
lyre,  and,  whilst  he  wastuning  it^  entertained  usiwitb 
an  account  of  the  custom  of  intermixing  songs  with 
the  pleasurea  of  the  tables  Formeriy,  said  he,  all 
the  guests  sang  together,  and  in  unison ; "  but  after- 

'  AfheB.  p.  3aj         «^  Phan.  Erei.  ap.  Athea.  p.  31.  ^  He* 

siod*  Open  v.  596.  Athea.  lib.  10.  p.  426  et  430.  Casaub:  in 
Athen»  lib.  10.  c.  7.  p.  454.  Spanh.  in  Plut.  ArisU>ph.  ▼.  M33. 
*  Alex.  ap.  A^en.  lib.  10.  c.  8.  p.  431.  ^  Atheo.  lib.  13.  p. 
584  et  585.      '  Mem.  dp  P  Acad,  des  B^U.  Lettr.  t.  ix^  p;  334. 
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yf9jt;ds.it  became  tih,e  established  rule  ^r  each,  pdraoa 
to  sing  in  his  turn,"*  holding  a  branch  of  myrtle  or 
laurel  in  his  hand.  The  mirth  was  less  tumultuous^ 
indeed,  but. ceased  to  be  so  lively;  a^nd  it  wa5  still 
farther  restrained,  when  the  lyre  was  introduced  to 
accompany  the  voice,"  for  then  the  several  guests  wera 
B|bsolutely  reduced  to  silence.  Theipi3tocles  yyas  for- 
merly reproached,  with  justice,  for  having  neglected  to 
acquire  skill  in  this  pleasing  art;  in  our  tinie  E^mi- 
nondas  has  been  much  commended  for  having,  culti- 
vated it.""  But  when  too  great  a  value  is  set  oi^  such: 
accomplishments,  they  become  a  study.  The^  art 
attains  perfection  at  the  expense  of  pleasure  audi  hi- 
larity, and  success  is  only  attended  with  ^  smile. 

Convivial  songs  at  first  contained  only  expressionsi 
of  gratitude,  or  lessons  of  wisdoifl.  We  then-  cele- 
1|f^|;ed  in  them,  as  we  dp  s,till,  the. gods,  berx>es»  and/ 
citizens  who  had  benefited^  their  country.  To.s^ub-, 
jpcts  of  sOj grave  a  nfiture>  in  process,  of,  time,  were* 
added  the  praises  of  wine ;  and  poetry,  employed  toi 
depict  its  pleasing  effects  in  the  most  lively  colours^ 
painted  at  the  same  time  that  confusion  of  ideas> 
those  tjumultuous  emotiqusj  which  weeJ^perienQewithi 
our  friends  at  the  sight,  of  the  liqi^or  spcu*klingin  the 
cups.  Hence  all  those  B^cchans^lifip  songs,  intern 
spersed  with  maximsj  someUines relative  to  happinesa 
ajid  virtue,  and  sometimes,  to  Ipve  and  friendship. 
For  it  is  to  these  two  sentiments  that  the  soul  delights 

*  Afl^en,  litv  1^*  c*  14*  P*  ^^^'  Picaearcb.  ap.  Schol.  Aristopb^ 
in  Rfxn,  Y.  1337)  '^  Plut  Syn^os*  lib.  1.  qgaest.  i.  t  ii.  p.  615. 
•  Cicer.  Tuscui.  lib.  1.  c.2.  t  ii,  p.  234. 
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continually  to  recur,  when  overpowered  with  an  ex- 
cess of  joy. 

Several  poets  have  exercised  their  genius  in  this 
species  of  composition^  and  some  of  them  with  dis- 
tinguished success.  Alcffius  and  Anacreon  have 
given  it  celebrity.  It  requires  no  eflForts  ;  for  in  its 
nature  it  is  an  enemy  to  artifice.  Magnificence  of 
expression  and  ideas  may  with  propriety  be  employed 
to  exalt  gods  and  heroes,  but  it  is  the  exclusive  pro- 
vince of  enthusiasm  and  the  graces  to  paint  senti- 
ment and  pleasure. 

Let  us  resign  ourselves,  then,  added  Demochares, 
to  the  transports  inspired  by  this  happy  moment;  let 
us  sing  all  together,  or  by  turns,  holding  in  our  hands 
branches  of  laurel  or  of  myrtle.** 

We  instantly  obeyed  his  command,  and,  after 
various  songs  suitable  to  the  occasion,  sung  in  full 
chorus  that  of  Harmodius  and  Aristogiton.'*  *  Demo- 
chares accompanied  us  at  intervals  ;  but,  seized  with 
a  new  enthusiasm,  he  suddenly  exclaimed.  My  dis- 
obedient lyre  rejects  such  noble  themes,  and  reserves 
all  its  notes  for  the  songster  of  wine  and  love.  How 
do  its  strings  vibrate  at  the  very  name  of  Anacreon, 
and  send  forth  harmonious  sounds !  O  my  friends  ! 
let  the  wine  flow  in  copious  streams;  join  your 
voices  to  mine,  and  aid  me  to  vary  the  modulations. 

Let  us  drink,  let  us  sing  Bacchus :  he  delights  in 

P  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Nub.  v.  1367.  Id.  in  Vesp.  v.  1217. 
•»  Athen.  lib.  15.  c.  15.  p.  695.  ♦  It  was  frequently  sung  at 

entertainments.    I  have  already  given  it  in  Note  IV.  of  the  Intro* 
duction. 
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our  dances^  he  takes  pleasure  in  our  songs ;  he 
triumphs  over  envy,  hatred,  and  chagrin ;'  the  se- 
ducing graces/  and  the  enchanting  loves,  owe  to 
him  their  birth.  Let  us  love,  let  us  drink,  let  us 
sing  Bacchus. 

The  future  does  not  yet  exist ;  the  present  is  soon 
no  more :  life  is  only  the  moment  we  enjoy.*  Let 
us  love,  let  us  drink,  let  us  sing  Bacchus. 

Wise  in  our  follies,'*  rich  in  our  pleasures,  let  us 
trample  under  foot  the  earth  and  its  vain  grandeur ; ' 
and,  in  that  delicious  intoxication  with  which  these 
glorious  moments  inspire  our  souls,  let  us  drink,  let 
us  sing  Bacchus. 

We  now  heard  a  great  noise  at  the  gate,  and  Cal- 
licles,  Nicostratus,  and  other  young  men  made  their 
appearance,  bringing  with  them  some  dancing  girls, 
and  female  performers  on  the  flute,  with  whom  they 
had  supped.^  Most  of  the  company  immediately  rose 
from  table,  and  began  to  dance ;  for  the  Athenians 
are  so  passionately  fond  of  this  exercise,  that  they 
consider  it  as  a  want  of  politeness  not  to  join  in  it 
whenever  circumstances  require.*  Several  relishes 
for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  appetite  were 
brought  in  at  the  same  time ;  such  as  cercopes*  and 
grasshoppers,*  sliced  radishes  pickled  in  vinegar  and 

'  Anacreon.  od.  26.  39.  42.  &c.  •  Id.  od.  41.     Mem.  de 

TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  iii.  p.  11.  '  Id.  od.  4. 15.  24.  &c. 

•  Id.  od.  48.  *  Id.  od.  26.  ^  Plat,  in  Conv.  t.  iii.  p.  212. 

Id.  in  Protag.  t.  i,  p.  347.      '  Alexis,  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4.  c.  4.  p.  1 34. 
Theophr.  Charact.  c.  15.  *  A  little  animal  resembling  a 

grasshopper.     Athen.  p.  133.  ""  Aristoph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4. 

p.  133. 
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mustard,^  roasted  vetchl^ld,''  and  olives  taken  frek\i 
out  of  the  pickle.* 

This  new  service,  accbthpbhied  with  a  fresh  stock 
of  wihe,  and  larger  goblets  than  wfe  hdd  hithelrto 
made  use  of/  seemed  the  prelude  to  excfeiSseiS  which 
were  fortunately  interrupted  by  an  unexpected  iscene. 
On  the  at-rival  bf  Callicles,  TheotimUs  had  stepped 
out  of  the  room,  arid  now  returned,  followed  By 
some  of  those  jugglers  and  biiiFoohs,  Who  amuse 
the  populace  by  their  deceptions  ih  the  streets  and 
markets  of  the  tity/ 

The  table  \i^as  soon  dfter  cleared.  Wfe  mfilde  li- 
bations in  honour  of  the  Good  Genius  and  JUfiitef 
Skvioiir  ;^  arid,  after  washing  our  handd  in  perfiithed 
Wfitter,**  our  jugglerd  began  their  tricks.  One  placed 
a  Certain  number  of  shells,  bv  little  ballii,  fittflfer  dice 
bo^es,  whiqh  be  caused  t6  vanish  or  appear  ii  hii 
cemimand,  i^ith  such  dexterity  as  to  escape  the  eye/ 
Another  Wrote  oir  read,  at  the  saftie  time  whirling 
ttmiid  With  the  attdbtt  rapidity.*^  Sdme  theft  wei-e 
vfrho  vofiiited  flariies  from  their  motithiS,  tir  ii^lkfe'd 
"Wiiin  their  heads  downwards  upon  their  hands,  iitii- 
tMiwg  thfe  motiofts  of  dancers  with  their  feet/  A 
Woma^n  a!p{)eared,  holding  twelve  briss  ff6ops  in  fifer 
hbttd,  wi1&  seveM  tittle  rintgs  of  the  sai^e  metalt 

••  Atheh.  ibiiii.     Aristot.  Hist.  Anim.  lit.  5.  c.  36.  t.  i.  p.  856^ 
«  SAo\.  Aristbph.  itf  Eccles.  v.  4i.  *  AtVen.  ibid.  p.  isS. 

«  Diod.  La^rt.  lib.  1.  §  104.  Casaubl  m  Theophr.  c.  4.  p.  sftf. 
'  Plat,  de  L&g,  ^^^-  ^-  *•  "•  P-  6^^-  Athen.  lib.  4.  c.  I.  p.  1^29^. 
«  Aristoph,  in  Av.  v.  121!2.  S6hot  ejasd.  iri  Pac.  v;  299:  **  Atlien. 
liU  9,  c.  1».  ^^.  409.  *  Casaub.  in  Atbfen.  liK  1.  c.  15';  lib!  4- 
c.  1.         ^  Xen.  in  Conv.  p.  893.         *  Herodot.  lib.  6.  c.  1^. 
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strung  in  their  circumference,  and  while  she  danced, 
successively  threw  into  the  air  and  catched  the  twelve 
hoops.""  Another  rushed  into  the  midst  of  several 
naked  swords."  These  tricks,  some  of  which  inte- 
rested without  pleasing  me,  were  almost  all  per- 
formed to  the  sound  of  the  flute.  To  succeed  in 
them,  it  is  necessary  to  unite  a  graceful  neatness  to 
precision  of  motion. 

"^  Xen.  in  Convir.  p.  876.     Ctiylus,  Reoneil  d'Antiq#  t.  u 
p.  209.  >*  Xen.  ibid.     Athen.  lib.  4.  p»  199.     Paciaud.  de 

Athlet.  KvjSt?.  5.  p.  18. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Of  the  Education  of  the  Atheniaiu. 

The  inhabitants  of  Mytifene  having  brought  under 
subjection  some  of  their  allies  who  had  revolted  from 
them,  forbade  them  to  give  the  least  instruction  to 
their  children.*  They  were  sensible  that  no  more 
effectual  method  could  be  devised  to  retain  them  in 
servitude,  than  to  keep  them  in  ignorance. 

The  object  of  education  is  to  give  to  the  body  the 
strength  designed  by  nature,  and  to  the  mind  every 
perfection  of  which  it  is  capable.*  Education  among 
the  Athenians  commences  at  the  birth  of  the  child, 
and  does  not  end  till  his  twentieth  year.  This 
period,  so  far  from  being  longer  than  is  necessary  to 
form  citizens,  is  found  insufficient,  from  the  negli- 
gence of  parents,  who  abandon  the  hopes  of  the  state, 
and  of  their  families,  at  first  to  slaves,  and  afterwards^ 
to  the  care  of  mercenary  preceptors. 

Legislators  could  only  express  their  opinions  ott 
this  subject  by  general  laws ; '  philosophers,  enlarging 
the  field  of  their  inquiries,  have  extended  their  view» 
even  to  the  care  requisite  during  the  state  of  child- 
hood, and  to  the  assiduities,  too  frequently  prej  udicialy 

»  ^lian.  Var.  Higt.  lib.  7.  c.  15.         »»  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii, 
p.  788.         «=  Id.  ibid. 
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of  those  who  surround  infants.     In  treating  of  this 
essential  object^  I  shall  show  the  connexion  which  : 
certain  practices  have  with  religion  or  government; 
and  place  by  the  side  of  the  errors  usually  committed^ 
the  advice  of  persons  of  understanding  and  reflection . 

Epicharis,  the  wife  of  ApoUodorus^  at  whose 
house  I  resided,  was  on  the  point  of  lying  in.  During 
the  first  forty  days  of  her  pregnancy  she  was  not 
suffered  to  go  out  of  her  house.*  She  was  repeatedly  . 
reminded,  that  as  the  constitution  of  her  child  might 
be  greatly  influenced  by  her  conduct  and  state  of  * 
health/  it  was  her  duty  to  make  use  of  wholesome 
nourishment,  and  to  preserve  her  strength  by  gentle 
exercise.^ 

Among  many  of  those  nations  whom  the  Greeks 
style  barbarians,  the  natal  day  of  an  in&nt  is  a  day 
of  mourning  for  the  family.^  Assembling  around  it, 
they  compassionate  the  child  who  has  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  receive  the  fatal  present  of  existence.  These 
lamentations  are  but  too  conformable  to  the  maxims 
of  the  Grecian  sages.  When  we  reflect,  say  they, 
on  the  destiny  that  awaits  man  on  earth,  we  ought 
to  bedew  his  cradle  with  our  tears.** 

Yet  at  the  birth  of  the  son  of  Apollodorus  I  be- 
held joy  and  tenderness  sparkle  in  the  eyes  of  the 

r 

^  Censor,  de  Die  Nat.  c.  1 1 .  *  Hippocr.  de  Nat.  Puer. 

§  «a.  t.  i.  p.  149.         '  Plut  de  Leg,  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  789.     Aristot. 
de  Rep.  lib.  7.  c.  16.  torn.  ii.  p.  447.  *  Herodot.  lib.  5.  c.  4. 

Strab.  lib.  .11.  p.  519.     Antbol  p.  16.  ^  Euripid,  Fragm. 

Cresph.  476.      Axiocb.  ap.  Plat.  lib.  3.  p..  368.      Cicer.  Tuscul. 
lib.l.c.  48.t.  ii.  p.273. 
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relatione;  I  saw  a  crown  of  oUve^  th^  symbol  of  tii^t 
apiculture  for  which  man  was  designed,  suspended 
over  the  door  of  the  house.  Had  it  been  ^  girl,  a 
woollen  fillet,  instead  of  the  olive  crown,  would  have 
betokened  the  species  of  labour  in  which  women 
should  employ  themselves.'  This  custom,  which  recals 
the  memory  of  ancient  manners,  proclaims  to  the  re- 
public that  she  has  acquired  a  citizen.  Formerly  it 
was  emblematic  of  the  paternal  and  maternal  duties. 

The  father  has  the  right  of  pronouncing  on  the 
life  or  death  of  his  children.  On  their  birth  they  are 
laid  at  his  feet,  and  if  he  takes  them  in  his  arms  they 
are  saved.  When  he  is  not  wealthy  epough  to  bring 
them  up,  or  when  he  despairs  of  beingable  to  correct 
certain  defects  in  their  conformation,  he  turns  aside 
his  eyes,  and  they  are  instantly  carried  away  to  be 
exposed,  or  put  to  death.*"  The  laws  prohibit  this  bar- 
barity atThebes,^  but  authorise  or  tolerate  it  through* 
out  almost  all  the  rest  of  Greece.  Some  philosophers 
approve  of  it;"  whilst  others;  contradicted  indeed  by 
more  rigid  moralists,**  add,  that  a  mother  who  is 
already  surrounded  by  a  too  numerous  family,  has  a 
right  to  destroy  the  child  she  carries  in  her  womb. 

Wh«ice  is  it  that  enlightened  and  humane  nations 
4hus  violate  the  dicta.tes  of  nature?  It  is  because  the 
number  of  their  citizens  being  limited  by  the  very 
eonstitution,  they  are  not  anxious  to  augment  their 

»  Hesycb.  in  Sre^o*'.  Ephipp.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  9.  p.  370, 
^  Terent.  in  Heautontini.  act.  4.  seen.  1.  ^  .ZBlian.  Van  Hist, 

lib.  ^.  c.  7.         •"  Plat,  ie  Rep.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  460.  "  AristoU 

de  Rep.  lib.  7,  c.  16.  t.  ii.  p.  477.     Phoc.  Poem.  Admen,  r.  172. 
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{population;  and  every  citizen  being  mth  them  a 
soldier^  the  country  gives  itself  no  concern  about  the 
fate  of  a  man  who  would  never  render  it  any  ser- 
vice, and  to  whom  its  assistance  would  be  often 
necessary. 

The  child  was  washed  with  warm  water,  con- 
formably to  the  advice  of  Hippocrates.*"  The  people 
who  are  called  barbarians  would  have  plunged  it 
into  cold  water,**  which  would  have  contributed  to 
strengthen  it.  It  was  then  laid  in  one  of  those 
wicker  baskets  used  to  separate  the  grain  from  the 
chaff,'  a  ceremony  deemed  the  presage  of  great 
future  opulence,  or  of  a  numerous  posterity. 

Formerly  the  most  distinguished  rank  did  not 
exempt  a  mother  from  suckling  her  infant.  This  im- 
portant duty  is  now  confided  to  a  female  slave ;'  but 
to  correct  in  some  measure  the  meanness  of  her 
births  she  is  admitted  into  the  family ;  and  nunses  in 
general'  become  the  friends  and  confidants  of  the 
girls  they  have  brought  up,' 

As  the  Lacedaemonian  nurses  are  highly  cele- 
brated in  Greece/  ApoUodorus  had  sent  for  biie> 
aod  committed  his  son  to  her  care.  On  receiving 
him  she  would  by  no  means  swaddle  him/  or  con^ 


*  Hippocr.  d?  Salubr.  Diaet.  §  9.  t  i.  p.  630.  ^  Aristot  de 

R«p.  lib.  7.  c,  17.  t.  ii.  p.  447.  *  Callim.  Hjrmu  ia  Jot.  v. 

48.     SchoL  ibid.     Etym.  Mago.  in  A«ticvov.  '  Plat  de  Leg. 

Ub.  7.  t  ii.  p.  700.     ArijrtoL  de  'Mor.  lib.  8.  e.  9.  U  ii.  p.  108. 
*  fiurip.  ia  HtppoL  Teraat  in  Heautoa.  Adelpb.  8tc.  }  Pk^ 

ia  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  49..  "  Id.  ibid. 
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fine  his  limbs  by  the  machines  made  use  of  in  cer- 
tain countries/ and  which  too  often  serve, only  to 
thwart  and  obstruct  nature. 

To  accustom  him  early  to  bear  the  cold,  she  co- 
vered him  only  with  a  few  thin  garments, — ^a  prac- 
tice recommended  by  the  philosophers/  and  which 
we  find  in  use  among  the  Celts,  another  of  those 
nations  styled  barbarians  by  the  Greeks. 

The  fifth  day  was  set  apart  for  purifying  the  in- 
fant :  a  woman  took  him  in  her  arms,  and,  followed 
by  the  whole  family,  ran  with  him  several  times 
round  a  fire  burning  on  the  altar.' 

Many  children  dying  of  convulsions  soon  after 
their  birth,  the  parents  wait  for  the  seventh,  and 
sometimes  the  tenth  day,  before  they  name  them.* 
Apollodorus  having  assembled  his  own  and  his  wife's 
relations  and  their  friends,^  said  in  their  presence 
that  he  gave  his  child  the  name  of  his  father  Lysis  ; 
for  it  is  the  custom  of  the  eldest  son  of  a  ftimily  to  be 
named  after  his  grandfather.*"  This  ceremony  was  ac- 
companied by  a  sacrifice  and  an  entertainment ;  and 
a  few  days  after  followed  by  another  still  more  sacred, 
— that  of  initiation  into  the  Eleusinian  mysteries. 
The  Athenians,   persuaded  that  initiation  is  pro- 

*  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  c.  17.  t.  ii.  p.  447.  y  Id.  ibid. 

*  Plat  in  Thest.  t  i.  p.  116.  Harpocr.  et  Hesych.  in  Afjul^tdp. 
Meurs.  de  Puerp.  c.  6.  *  Euripid.  in  Elect,  v.  1126  Aristoph. 
in  Av.  V.  494  et  923.  Scbol.  ibid.  Demosth.  adv.  Boeot  p.  1004* 
Aristot.  Hist.  Animal,  lib.  7.  c.  12.  t.  i.  p.  896.  Harpocr.  io 
'RfiSofi.  ^  Suid.  in  Aeicar.  ^  Isaeus,  de  Haeredit.  Pyrrh. 

p.  41.     Plat,  in  Lys.  t.  ii.  p.  205.     Demostb.  in  Boeot.  p.  1006. 
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diictive  of  great  advantages  after  death;  are  anxious 
to  perform  this  ceremony  on  their  children/ 

On  the  fortieth  day  Epicharis  quitted  her  bed.® 
This  day  was  a  festival  in  the  house  of  Apollodorus ; 
and  the  parents^  after  receiving  new  tokens  of  affec- 
tion from  their  friends/  redoubled  their  attention  to 
the  education  of  their  son.  Their  first  object  was  to 
give  him  a  robust  constitution^  and  to  select  from  the 
practices  generally  in  use  such  as  were  most  conform- 
able to  the  views  of  nature  and  the  improved  know- 
ledge of  philosophy .  Deidamia^  for  so  the  nurse  or  go- 
verness was  named^  listened  to  their  advice^  and  sug- 
gested what  she  herself  had  learned  from  experience. 

So  rapid  is  the  vegetation  of  the  human  body  in 
the  first  five  years  of  infancy,  that^  according  to  some 
naturalists,  it  does  not  double  its  height  in  the  twenty 
succeeding  years. ^  It  then  requires  plentiful  nou- 
rishment and  much  exercise.  Nature  agitates  the 
infant  with  a  secret  restlessness,  and  nurses  are 
often  obliged  to  take  him  in  their  arms,  and  gendy 
lull  his  brain  by  pleasing  and  melodious  songs.  It 
should  seem  as  if  long  habit  had  led  them  to  consider 
music  and  dancing  as  the  primary  elements  of  our 
education:^  these  promote  digestion,  procure  calm 
sleep,  and  dissipate  those  sudden  terrors  which  ex- 
ternal objects  are  apt  to  produce  on  the  yet  feeble 
organs 

*  Terent.  in  Phorm.  act.  i.  seen.  i.  v.  15.  ApoUod.  ap.  Donat. 
ibid.  Turneb.  adv.  lib.  3.  c.  6.  Note  of  Madame  Dacier  on  the 
2d  scene  of  the  4th  act  of  the  Plutus  of  Aristophanes.  *  Cen- 

sor, de  Die  Natal,  c.  11.  ^Plat.  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  718- 

»  Id.  ibid,  p.  790. 
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Ab  soon  as  tbe  child  was  able  to  standi  Deidamia 
accustomed  him  to  walk^  being  herself  always  ready 
to  assist  him.^  I  afterwards  saw  her  put  little  play- 
things into  his  hands^  which  by  their  noise  might 
amuse  him^  or  divert  his  attention  ;*  a  circumstance 
I  should  pass  unnoticed^  were  not  the  most  commo- 
dious of  these  toys  the  invention  of  the  celebrated 
philosopher  Archytas,^  who  wrote  on  the  nature  of 
the  universe,  and  at  the  same  time  employed  his  at- 
tention on  the  education  of  children. 

More  important  care  soon  occupied  the  attention 
of  Deidamia^  and  particular  views  ted  her  to  deviate 
from  the  practices  most  generally  in  use.  She  accus- 
tomed her  pupil  to  eat  indiscriminately  of  all  sort^  of 
food  that  were  offered  to  him.*  Never  M^as  violence 
employed  to  stop  his  tears :  but  it  was  only  in  com- 
pliance with  the  examples  of  certain  philosophers" 
that  she  considered  them  as  a  sort  of  useful  exercise 
for  children  ;  it  appeared  to  her  preferable  to  pre- 
vent them  when  their  cause  could  be  discovered,  and 
to  suffer  them  to  flow  when  that  could  not  be  ai^er- 
tained :  he  therefore  ceased  to  shed  any  as  soon  as 
he  was  able  by  his  gestures  to  expkin  his  wants. 

She  was  particularly  attentive  to  the  first  impres- 
sions he  should  receive, — impressions  sometimes  so 
powerful  and  durable  as  to  leave  traces  on  the  charac- 
ter for  the  remainder  of  life ;  and,  in  fitct,  it  is 

*  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  p.  789.  *  Etyron.  Magn.  et  Suid.  m 

nXoray.     AnUioL  I.  6.  c.  23.  p.  440.  ^  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib- 

8.  c.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  456.  '  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  49.         "  Aris- 

tot  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  c.  17,  t.  ii.  p.  448. 
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searcely  possible  but  that  a  mind  which  in  its  ip- 
fancy  is  continually  a^tated  by  idle  terrors^  should 
become  more  and  more  susceptible  of  that  timidity 
in  which  it  has  been  regularly  initiated."  Deidamia 
carefully  withheld  from  her  pupil  all  objects  that 
might  increase  his  fears^  instead  of  multiplying  them 
by  menaces  and  blows. 

I  one  day  saw  her  much  offended  at  a  mother  who 
had  told  her  son  that  the  pimples  on  his  face  were  a 
punishment  for  his  falsehoods ;""  and  inconsequence 
of  my  observing  that  the  Scythians  handled  their 
weapons  with  equal  address  with  the  right  and  left 
hand^  I  soon  after  saw  her  pupil  make  use  of  both 
his  hands  indiscriminately.'' 

He  was  healthy  and  robust,  and  was  not  treated 
either  with  that  excessive  indulgence  which  renders 
children  difficult  to  please,  basty^  impatient  of  the 
slightest  contradiction^  and  insupportable  to  others ; 
nor  with  that  extreme  severity  that  makes' them  timid^ 
servile^  and  insupportable  to  themselves."^  His  tastes 
were  contradicted,  without  reminding  him  of  his  de- 
pendence ;  and  his  faults  were  punished,  without  ad- 
ding insult  to  correction.'  ApoUodorus  laid  the  most 
particular  injunction  on  his  son  not  to  frequent  the 
society  of  the  servants,  who  were  strictly  prohibited 
from  tainting  him  with  the  least  tincture  of  vice, 
either  by  their  words  or  their  example." 

»  Plut.  de  Lfeg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  791.  •  Theocn  Idyll.  12.  v. 

«S.    Schol.  ibid.        p  Plot,  de  Le^.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  794.         '  14- 
ibid.  7gi.  '  Id.  ibid.  p.  793.  »  Aristot.  de  Hep.  lib.  7. 

c.  17.  t.  ii.  p.  448. 
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It  is  the  advice  of  wise  men  not  to  impose  on 
children  for  the  first  five  years  any  labour  that  re- 
quires application  ;^  their  sports  alone  should  animate 
and  interest  them.  This  period  allotted  for  the 
growth  and  strengthening  of  the  body^  ApoUodorus 
prolonged  in  favour  of  his  son  ;  nor  did  he  ^ce  him 
under  the  care  of  a  conductor  or  pedagogue  before 
the  end  of  his  sixth  year."  This  tutor  was  a  con- 
fidential slave,'  employed  to  accompany  him  every 
where,  and  especially  to  the  masters  who  were  to 
instil  into  him  the  first  elements  of  the  sciences. 

Before  he  intrusted  the  child  to  his  care,  he  wras 
desirous  of  securing  to  the  tutor  the  privil^es  of  a 
citizen.  I  have  already  said  that  the  Athenians  are 
divided  into  ten  tribes  ;*  each  tribe  is  subdivided  into 
three  confraternities,  or  curiae  ;  and  each  curia  into 
thirty  classes.^  The  members  of  the  same  curia 
are  deemed  brethren ;  inasmuch  as  their  festivals^ 
temples,  and  sacrifices,  are  in  common.  An  Athe- 
nian must  be  enrolled  in  one  of  the  curiae,  either 
immediately  on  his  birth,  or  at  three  or  four  years 
old,  but  rarely  after  the  seventh  year.'  This  ceremony 
is  solemnly  performed  at  the  festival  Apaturia^ 
which  is  celebrated  in  the  month  Pyanepsion,  and 
lasts  three  days. 

The  first  day  is  distinguished  only  by  entertEun- 


t 


^  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  c.  17.  t.  ii.  p.  448.  "  Plut.  de  Leg. 

lib.  7.  p.  794.  ^  Id.  in  Lys.  t.  ii.  p.  208.  *  See  Chap.  XIV. 
Vol.  II.  of  this  work.  '  Hesych.  Etymol.  Magn.  Harpocr.  et 
Suid.  in  VtvvfiT.    Poll.  lib.  3.  §  52.  "  Sam.  Pet.  Leg.  Att. 

p.  146,  &c. 
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ments^  at  which  relations  are  assembled  together 
under  the  same  roof,  and  the  members  of  a  curia  in 
the  same  place.* 

The  secondis  consecrated  to  religious  ceremonies. 
The  magistrates  offer  up  public  sacrifices;  and  many 
Athenians,  richly  dressed^  and  carrying  burning  fire- 
brands in  their  hands,  run  hastily  round  the  altar, 
sing  hymns  in  honour  of  Vulcan,  and  celebrate  the 
god  who  introduced  the  use  of  fire  among  mortals.*" 

On  the  third  day  children  are  admitted  to  the 
rank  of  citizens.  Several  of  both  sexes  were  to  be 
presented.^  I  followed  Apollodprus  into  a  small 
temple  which  belonged  to  his  curia,**  where  we  found 
the  chiefs  of  the  curia,  and  of  the  particular  class  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  assembled  with  several  of 
his  relations.  He  presented  his  son  to  them,  mth  a 
sheep  for  sacrifice :  this  they  proceeded  to  weigh, 
and.  I  heard  some  of  the  by-standers  cry  out,  laugh- 
ing. Less !  less !  meaning  that  it  was  not  of  the 
weight  prescribed  by  law.*"  This  is  a  pleasantry 
seldom  omitted  on  these  occasions.  Whilst  the 
flame  was  consumingpart  of  the  victim,^  ApoUodorus 
advanced,  and  holding  his  son  by  the  hand,  took  the 
gods  to  witness  that  this  child  was  the  offspring  of 
himself,  and  of  an  Athenian  wife,  in  lawful  wedlock.*^ 
The  votes  were  now  collected,  and  the  infant  imme- 
diately enrolled  under  the  name  of  Lysis,  son  of 

*  Meurs.  Graec.  Feriat  ia  Apatur.  ^  Id.  ibid.  *^  Poll. 

lib.  8.  c.  9.  §  107.       **  Id.  ibid.  3.        '  Harpocr.  in  Mciov.  Suid. 
in  Mciay.  ^  Demosth.  in  Macart.  p.  1029.    .       ^  Issus,  de 

Haered.     Apoll.  p.  65.     Id.  de  Haered.  Cyron.  p.  70. 
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Apollodorus,  in  the  archives  of  the  curia,  called  th^ 
Public  Register.** 

This  act,  by  which  a  child  is  entered  in  a  certain 
tribe,  curia,  and  class  of  that  curia,  is  the  only  one 
that  ascertains  the  legitimacy  of  his  birth,  and  esta- 
blishes his  right  to  the  inheritance  of  his  parents.^ 
When  the  members  of  the  curia  refuse  to  incorporate 
him  in  their  body,  they  are  liable  to  be  prosecuted 
by  the  father.* 

Education,  to  be  conformable  to  the  genius  of  a 
government,  should  impress  on  the  hearts  of  the 
young  citizens  uniformity  of  sentiments  and  princi^ 
pies :  accordingly  the  ancient  legislators  had  tab^ 
jected  the  youth  to  one  common  institution.*  At 
present  they  are  in  general  brought  up  in  their  own 
families,  which  directly  clashes  with  the  democratic 
spirit.  In  private  education,  a  child,  meanly  abati* 
doned  to  the  flattery  of  his  relations  and  their  slav6d> 
considers  himself  as  distinct  from  the  multitude,^ be- 
cause he  is  separated  from  them.  In  public  educa- 
tion, the  emulation  is  more  general ;  all  conditions 
are  brought  upon  a  level,  or,  if  I  may  so  sp<f^ak^  ar^ 
in  contact  with  each  other :  there  the  youthful  citi- 
zen is  every  day  and  every  instant  taught  that  merit 
and  talents  alone  can  confer  any  real  superiority. 

This  question  is  more  easy  of  solution  than  a  mul- 
titude of  others  which  empby  the  fruitless  discussions 
of  philosophers.    It  is  often  asked  whether  more  at- 

^  Hftrpocr.  in  Koiy.  ypafxfx,  *  Demosth.  in  Boebt  p.  1005. 

*  Id.  adv.  NesBr.  p.  870.  *  Aristot  de  Rep.  lib,  8.  c.  1,  t.  ii. 

p.  449. 
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tentioti  should  be  bestowed  on  the  caltivation  of  the 
mind  than  the  fo;*niation  of  the  heart;  whether  in- 
fknts  should  be  confined  to  lessons  of  virtue^  exclu- 
sively of  those  which  have  relation  to  the  wants  and 
comforts  of  society ;  and  how  far  they  should  .be  in- 
structed in  the  arts  and  sciences  ?" 

Far  from  engaging  in  such  disputes^  ApoUodoruf 
determined  not  to  deviate  from  the  system  of 
education  established  by  the  ancient  legislators^  the 
wisdom  of  which  attracts  a  great  number  of  students 
from  thi^  neighbouring  countries^  as  well  as  from  the 
remotest  nations.^  But  he  reserved  to  himself  the  j 
power  of  correcting  its  abuses.  He  sent  bis  son  | 
every  day  to  the  schools^  which  the  law  orders  to 
be  openi^  at  sun-rising,  and  shut  at  sun-set/  His 
conductor  took  him  there  in  the  morning,  and  re- 
turned for  him  in  the  evening/ 

Among  the  preceptors  intrusted  with  the  care  of 
the  Athenian  youth,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with 
men  of  distinguished  merit.  Such,  formerly,  was  Da- 
mon,who  gavelessons  of  music  to  Socrates,*"  and  of  po- 
litics to  Pericles .'  Such,  in  my  time,  was  Philotimusy 
who  had  frequented  the  school  of  Plato,  and  to  an  ac- 
quaintance  with  the  arts  added  a  well-grounded  know- 
kidge  of  true  philosophy.  Apollodorus,  who  had  a 
great  affection  for  him,  had  prevailed  on  him  to  assist 
in  the  pains  he  bestowed  on  the  education  of  his  son. 

"  Aristot  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  c.  It.  p.  450.  °  iEschin.  Epist  11. 
p.  214.  •  Id.  in  Tim.  p.  261.  p  Plat,  in  Lys.  t.  ii.  p.  2^3. 

^  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t  ii.  p.  400.  '  Id.  in  Alcib.  t.  ii.  p.  18. 

Plut.  in  Per.  t.  i.  p.  154. 
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They  were  agreed  that  it  should  turn  only  on  one 
principle.  Pleasure  and  pain^  said  Philotimus  to  me 
one  day,  are  like  two  copious  streams  which  Nature 
has  distributed  among  men^  and  in  which  they  dip  at 
a  venture  for  misery  or  happiness."  These  are  the  two 
first  feelings  of  our  in&ncy^  and  those  which  direct 
all  our  actions  in  a  more  advanced  age.  But  let  us 
beware  lest  such  guides  seduce  us  into  errors :  Ly- 
sis^ therefore^must  be  taught  betimes  to  be  diffident 
of  their  suggestions^  and  not  to  contract  in  his  ear- 
lier  years  any  habit  that  may  not  eventually  be  justi- 
fied by  reason.  Letexample^  conversation,  sciences, 
bodily  exercises,  every  thing  in  shorty  concur  to  make 
him  love  and  hate^  from  the  present  moment,  what 
it  is  his  duty  to  love  and  hate  during  his  whole  life.* 

A  course  of  studies  comprises  music  and  gymnas- 
tics i^  that  is  to  say,  every  thing  that  has  any  relation 
to  the  exercise  of  the  body  or  mind.  In  this  division 
the  word  music  is  of  very  extensive  acceptation. 

To  understand  the  form  and  value  of  letters,  to 
trace  them  with  elegance  and  facility/  to  give  the 
proper  length  and  intonation  to  syllables,  were  the 
first  studies  of  young  Lysis.  He  repaired  daily  to  the 
house  of  a  grammarian,  who  dwelt  near  the  temple  of 
Theseus,  in  afrequented  part  of  the  city,  who  gave  in- 
structions to  a  great  number  of  disciples.^    Every 

•  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  1. 1.  i.  page  636.  '  Id.  lib.  2.  page  653. 

Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  L  c.  2..t.  ii.  p.  20.       "  Plat  de  Protag.  t.  i. 
p.  325,  &c.     Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  412.  *  Lucian.  de 

Gymnas.  t.  ii.  p.  902.  ^  Plat,  in  Alcib.  1.  t.  ii.  p.  114.     De- 

mosth.  de  Cor.  p.  494  et  515. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS.  429 

eveBing. be  gave  to  his  parents  an  account  of  the 
progress  he  had  made.  I  saw  him  with  a  stylos^  or 
bodkin^  in  his  hand^  repeatedly  following  the  wind- 
ings of  the  letters  which  his  master  had  traced  on  the 
tablets.'  He  was  enjoined  to  pay  the  most  scrupu- 
lous attention  to  punctuation^  until  it  was  time  to 
instruct  him  in  the  rules.* .    » 

He  often  read  the  fables  of  iEsop/  and  frequently 
repeated  verses  he  knew  by  heart.  To  exercise  the 
memory  of  their  pupils^  the  professors  of  grammar 
teach  them  passages  of  Homer,  Hesiod,  and  the  lyric 
poets.""  But,  say  the  philosophers,  nothing  is  so  con- 
trary to  the  most  important  object  of  education.  As 
the  poets  attribute  passions  to  the  gods,  and  justify 
those  of  men,  children  become  familiar  with  vice 
before  they  know  its  pernicious  nature.  For  this 
reason,  collections  of  select  pieces  of  a  pure  morality 
have  been  formed  for  their  use,**  and  it  was  one  of 
those  collections  that  the  master  of  Lysis  had  put 
into  his  hands.  To  this  he  afterwards  added  the 
enumeration  of  the  troops  who  went  to  the  siege  of 
Troy,  as  we  find  it  in  the  Iliad.®  Some  legislators 
have  directed  that  children  should  be  accustomed  to 
repeat  it  in  the  schools,  as  it  contains  the  names  of. 
the  most  ancient  cities  and  femilies  of  Greece/ 

'Plat,  in  Channid.  t.  if.  p.  159.     Quintil.  lib.  1.  c.  1.  p.  13. 
*  Aristot.  de  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  c.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  589.  ^  Aristoph.  in 

Pac.  V.  128.  Id.  ia  Av.  v.  471.  Aristot.  ap.  Schol.  Aristoph. 
ibid.  *^  Plat,  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  325.     Id.  Rep.  lib.  2.  p.  377. 

Lucian.  de  Gymn.  t.  ii.  p.  902.  ^  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii. 

p.  811.        « Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  2.  '  Eustath.  in  Iliad.  2.  t.  i. 

p.  263. 
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In  the  earlier  part  of  hb  educationj  when  Lyski 
9poke^  or  read^  or  was  declaiming  from  any  author^ 
I  was  astonished  at  the  degree  of  importance  his 
teachers  annexed  to  his  pronunciation.by  making;  him 
sometimes  rest  upon  one  syllable^  and  hurrying  him  on 
another.  Philotimus^  to  whom  I  expressed  my  sur- 
prise^ removed  it  by  the  following  observations. 

Our  first  legislators  easily  conceived  that  the 
Greeks  must  be  addressed  through  the  imagination, 
and  that  virtue  was  infinitely  more  persuasive  when 
conveyed  by  sentiment  than  in  precepts.  They 
presented  us  with  truths  decorated  with  all  the 
charms  of  poetry  and  music.  We  were  taught  our 
duties  in  the  amusements  of  our  childhood ;  we  sang 
the  bounty  of  the  gods^  and  the  virtues  of  our  heroes. 
Our  manners  became  milder  by  the  pleasing  illusion^ 
and  we  may  at  this  day  truly  boast^  that  the  graces 
themselves  have  laboured  to  make  us  what  we  are. 

The  language  we  speak  seems  to  be  their  inven-^ 
tion.  What  sweetness !  what  richness !  what  har- 
mony !  '  How  faithfully  does  it  interpret  the  mind 
and  heart !  Whilst  by  the  copiousness  and  boldness 
of  its  expressions  it  is  adequate  to  represent  all  our 
ideas^  and  clothes  them  when  necessary  in  brilliant 
colours^  its  melody  instils  p^suasion  into  our  souls. 
It  is  not  so  much  my  intention  (o  explain^  as  to  give 
you  a  faint  idea  of  this  effect. 

We  remark  in  this  language  three  essential  pro«- 
perties : — sound,  accent,  and  quantity.*^ 

«  Aristot.  Poet.  c.  20.  t,  ii.  p.  667. 
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Sach  letter^  either  sepwrately  or  conjointly  with 
^^lotfaer^  conveys  a  sound;  and  these  sounds  differ  in 
softness  or  harshness^  strength  or  feebleness^  clear-^ 
ne&s  or  obscurity.  I  point  out  to  Lysis  those  which 
delight  the  ear,  and  those  which  offend  it  :^  I  make 
him  remark  that  an  open,  clear^  and  full  sound  pror 
duces  more  effect  than  a  sound  that  dies  away  on  the 
lips,  or  is  broken  against  the  teeth ;  and  that  there 
is  one  letter  which^  when  it  frequently  recurs,  causes 
so  disagreeable  a  hissing,  that  some  authors  hive 
rigorously  banished  it  from  their  works.* 

You  are  astonished  at  that  species  of  melody, 
which  among  us  not  only  animates  declamation^  but 
even  familiar  conversation.  You  will  find  it  among 
almost  all  the  southern  nations  :  their  language,  like 
CMirs,  is  guided  by  accents  appropriated  to  each  word; 
4|iid  which  give  inflexions  to  the  voice  that  are  more* 
numerous  in  proportion  as  nations  possess  more  sen^ 
aibility,  and  stronger  as  they  are  less  cultivated  and 
enlightened.  Nay,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  theancient 
Greeks  not  only  used  more  aspirations,  but  were  ad- 
dicted to  a  still  stronger  accentuation  than  the  moderns 
However  that  may  be,  with  us  the  voice  sometimes 
rises  and  sinks  the  difference  of  a  fifth  on  two  syllables, 
nay  even  on  the  same  ;^  but  more  frequently  the  tran- 
sition is  by  smaller  intervals,-  some  distinbtly  marked, 

^  Plat,  in  Theaet.  t,  i.  p-  203.  Id.  in  Cratyl.  ibid.  p.  224. 
Dionys.  Halic.  de  Compos.  Verb.  c.  12.  t.  v.  p.  65.  *  Dionys. 
ibid.  c.  14.  p.  30.  Atheo.  lib.  10.  c.  21.  p.  455.  EusUtb.  in 
Iliad.  10.  p.  313.  ^  Dionys.  Halic.  de  Compos.  Verb.  ell. 

t.  v.  p.  58.  '  Sim.  BiFcov.  Not.  in  Dionys.  p.  3.     Mem.  d» 

I'Acad.  des  Bell.  Lett.  t.  xzzii.  p.  439. 
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others  scarcely  perceptible  to^  or  wholly  undiscover^ 
able  by  the  ear.  In  writin^^  the  accents  bein^ 
placed  over  the  words^"  Lysis  easily  distinguishes  the 
syllables  on  which  he  must  elevate  or  lower  his  voice ; 
but  as  it  is  impossible  by  signs  to  determine  the  pre- 
cise degrees  of  elevation  and  sinkings  I  accustom 
him  to  adopt  the  inflexions  the  most  suited  to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  the  subject."  You  must  have  per- 
ceived that  his  intonation  daily  acquires  new  beau- 
ties, as  it  becomes  more  just  and  varied. 

The  length  of  the  syllables  is  measured  by  a  cer- 
tain interval  of  time.  Some  drag  on  with  more  or 
less  slowness,  others  press  forward  with  a  greater  or 
less  degree  of  quickness. °  Collect  several  short  syl- 
lables, and  you  will  be  hurried  away  in  despite  of 
yourself  by  a  rapidity  of  pronunciation  ;  substitute 
long  syllables  for  them,  and  you  will  be  retarded  by 
their  weight ;  combine  them  together  according  to 
their  relative  length,  you  will  perceive  your  style 
obedient  to  all  the  emotions  of  your  mind^  and  ex- 
actly convey  the  impressions  you  wish  to  communi- 
cate. This  it  is  which  constitutes  that  rhythmus, 
that  cadence,''  which  cannot  be  violated  without 
offending  the  ear;  and  thus  from  the  varieties  which 
nature,  the  passions,  and  art,  have  given  to  the  ex-- 
pressious  of  the  voice,  there  results  a  combination  of 
more  or  less  agreeable,  violent,  or  rapid  sounds. 

'^  Aristot  de  Soph.  Elench.  t.  i.  p.  28^4.  '^  Id.  de  Rhetor, 

lib.  3.  c.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  583.  ®  Diooys.  Ualic.  de  Compos.  Verb, 

e.  16.  t  V.  p.  86.  P  Plat,  in  Gratyl.  t.  i.  p.  424.     Aristot.  da. 

Rhetor,  lib.  3.  c,  8.  t.  ii.  p.  691. 
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When  Lysis  shall  be  more  advanced,  I  will 
^  show  him  th^t  the  best  method  of  assorting  these 
sounds,  is  by  contrasting  them  ;  for  contrast,  from 
whence  arises  equilibrium,  is  throughout. all  nature, 
and  principally  in  the  imitative  arts,  the  source  of  or- 
der and  of  beauty.  I  will  show  him  by  what  a  hap- 
py equipoise  they  may  be  strengthened  and  enfeebled . 
These  rules  shall  be  supported  by  examples.  In  the 
works  of  Thucydides  he  will  distinguish  a  severe, 
commanding  melody,  full  of  grandeur,  but  generally 
destitute  of  amenity ;  in  the  writings  of  Xenophon, 
a  series  of  harmonious  sounds,  which, by  their  elegance 
and  softness,  characterise  the  graces  by  which  he  was 
inspired;**  and  in  the  poems  of  Homer,  a  skilful  and 
continually  varied  arrangement/  Observe,  when 
speaking  of  Penelope,  in  what  a  manner  that  poet 
combines  th^  sweetest  and  most  melodious  sounds  to 
display  the  harmony  and  splendour  of  beauty.'  Would 
he  represent  the  noise  of  the  waves  breaking  on  the 
shore,  his  language  lengthens,  and  imitates  the  roar- 
ing of  the  sea.  Does  he  wish  to  paint  the  torments 
of  Sisyphus  eternally  labouring  to  roll  a  rock  up  to 
the  top  of  a  mountain,  whence  it  incessantly  recoils 
upon  him,  his  verses,  after  a  slow,  heavy,  and  fa- 
tiguing progress,  roll  and  precipitate  themselves  likea 
torrent.*  Thu's  are  sounds  converted  into  colours, 
and  images  become  realities,  under  the  pen  of  the 
most  harmonious  of  poets. 

*»  Diooys.  Halic.  de  Compos.  Verb.  c.  10.  t.  v.  p.  62.  '  Id, 
ibid.  c.  15.  p.  90.  » Id.  ibid.  c.  16.  t.  v.  p.  197.  *  Id.  ibid, 
c.  20.  t.  V.  p.  139,  &c. 
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We  do  not  teach  foreign  languages  to  our  pupils ; 
whether  it  be  from  contempt  of  other  nations^  or  be- 
cause they  have  not  more  time  than  is  requisite  to 
learn  our  own.  With  the  properties  of  the  compo- 
nent elements  of  the  latter  Lysis  is  well  acquainted. 
His  flexible  organs  perceive  and  express  with  facility 
those  minute  differences  which  a  practised  ear  re- 
marks in  the  nature  of  sounds^  in  their  duration^  and 
in  the  different  degrees  of  their  elevation  or  depres- 
sion.'* 

These  ideas^  which  have  never  yet  been  collected 
in  any  work,  will,  perhaps,  appear  to  you  frivolous; 
and  so  they  would  be  if,  compelled  as  we  are  to  please 
in  order  to  persuade,  it  were  not  often  necessary  to 
prefer  style  to  thought,  and  harmony  to  expression.^ 
But  they  are  essential  in  a  government  where  the  va- 
lue of  eloquence  is  infinitely  enhanced  by  the  acces- 
sory qualities  that  attend  it;  and  more  especially 
among  a  people  whose  mind  is  levity  itself,  and  whose 
senses  are  of  the  utmost  delicacy ;  who  will  some- 
times pardon  an  orator  for  opposing  their  inclinations, 
but  never  for  offending  their  ear/     Hence  the  incre- 
dible exertions  of  certain  orators  to  rectify  their  or- 
gans of  speech ;  hence  their  efforts  to  give  that  me- 
lody and  cadence  to  their  harangues  which  may  best 
effect  persuasion ;  hence,  in  fine,  those  expressible 
charms,  that  ravishing  sweetness,  which  distinguish 


"  Aristot.  de  Rhet.  lib.  3.  c.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  583.         ^  Id.  ibid.  p. 
584.     Dionys.  Halic.  ibid:  ^  Demosth.  de  Coron.  p.  481. 

Ulpian.  ibid.  p.  529.     Cicer.  Orat.  c.  8;  et  9.  t.  i.  p.  485.     Said. 
id.  Gepifa). 
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the  Grecian  tongue  in  the  mouth  of  the  Athenians/ 
Considered  in  this  point  of  view^  grammar  is  so  inti« 
mately  connected  with  music^  that  the  care  of  teach- 
ing both  is  generally  intrusted  to  the  same  preceptor/ 

I  shall  relate  on  another  occauon  the  conversa*' 
tions  I  had  with  Philotimus  on  the  subject  of  music.  I 
sometimes  was  present  at  the  musical  lessons  he  gave 
his  pupil.  Lysis  learnt  to  sing  with  taste>  accompa- 
nying his  voice  on  the  lyre.  He  was  suffered  to  make 
use  of  no  instruments  that  violently  agitate  the  mind^ 
or  which  serve  only  to  enervate  it.^  He  was  forbid- 
den the  flute,  which  alternately  excites  and  lulls  to 
sleep  the  passions.  Not  long  ago  this  instrument  con- 
stituted the  chief  entertainment  of  the  most  distin- 
guished Athenians.  Alcibiades,  when  a  boy^  began 
to  learn  to  play  on  it;  but  finding  that  bis  exertions 
to  produce  the  sounds  disfigured  his  features^  he  broke 
his  flute  into  a  thousand  pieces.""  From  that  moment 
the  Athenian  youth  considered  playing  on  this  iostro* 
ment  as  an  ignoble  exercise^  and  abandoned  it  to 
professional  musicians. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  I  set  out  for  Egypt. 
Before  my  departure  I  requested  Philotimus  to  con* 
mit  to  writing  the  remainder  of  this  plan  of  education^ 
and  I  shall  now  continue  the  narrative  from  his 
journal. 

Lysis  passed  successively  under  the  care  of  different 

'  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  642.  Cicer.  de  Orator,  lib.  3. 
c.  11.  t.  i.  p.  290.  *  Quimih  Instit  lib.  I.  c.  10.  p.  60. 

*»  Aristot.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  c.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  457.        *  Plut.  in  Alcib.  1. 
t.  ii.  p.  106.     Aul  Gell.  lib.  15.  c.  17. 
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masters.  He  learnt  arithmetic  by  principle,  and  in 
his  sports ;  for  in  order  to  assist  children  in  the  study 
of  this  science,  they  are  accustomed  sometimes  to 
share  amongst  them,  according  to  their  number,  a 
certain  quantity  of  apples  or  chaplets;  sometimes 
they  change  places  with  each  other  in  their  exercises, 
according  to  certain  given  combinations,  so  that  the 
same  boy  shall  occupy  each  place  in  his  tum.^*^  Apol- 
lodorus  would  not  allow  his  son  to  learn  either  the 
pretended  powers  attributed  to  numbers  by  the  Py- 
thagoreans, nor  the  application  which  a  spirit  of  sor- 
did interest  may  make  of  calculation  to  commercial 
transactions.**  He  nevertheless  had  a  great  esteem 
for  arithmetic,  because,  among  other  advantages,  it 
increases  the  sagacity  of  the  mind,  and  prepares  it 
for  the  reception  of  geometry  and  astronomy/ 

Lysis  acquired  a  tincture  of  both  these  sciences. 
With  the  assistance  of  the  former,  should  he  one  day 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  armies,  he  will  be  better 
enabled  to  mark  out  a  camp,  conduct  a  siege,  arrange 
troops  in  order  of  battle,  and  direct  their  motions 
with  more  fiaciUty  on  a  march,  or  in  an  action.^  The 
latter  will  guard  him  against  the  panic  terror  with 
which  but  lately  the  soldiers  were  used  to  be  seized 
at  the  sight  of  eclipses  and  the  extraordinary  pheno- 
mena of  nature.** 


*  See  note  XXII.  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  *  Plat  de  Leg. 
lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  819.  «  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  525.  ^d.  in 
Theast.  t.  i.  p.  145.  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  526.  Id.  de  Leg. 
lib.  5.  t  ii.  p.  747.  «  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  526, 
^  Tbucyd.  lib.  7.  c.  50. 
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Apollodorus  happening  one  day  to  call  at  the 
house  of  one  of  his  son's  preceptors^  found  there 
mathematical  instruments^  spheres,  globes/and  tables^ 
on  which  were  delineated  the  boundaries  of  different 
empires^  and  the  position  of  the  most  celebrated 
cities.^  As  he  had  been  told  that  his  son  often  talked 
to  his  friends  of  an  estate  belonging  to  the  femily  in 
the  district  of  Cephissia^  he  embraced  this  opportunity 
to  give  him  the  same  lesson  that  Alcibiades  received 
from  Socrates.^  Show  me^  said  he  to  him^  on  this 
map  of  the  world,  where  Europe,  Greece,  and  Attica, 
are  situate .  Lysis  answered  these  questions  satisfac- 
torily ;  but  Apollodorus  next  inquiring  of  him,  where 
the  district  of  Cephissia  lay,  his  son  answered  with 
blushes,  that  he  was  not  able  to  find  it.  His  friends 
smiled,  and  he  never  more  spoke  of  the  possessions 
of  his  father. 

Lysis  was  inflamed  with  an  ardent  desire  to  ac- 
quire knowledge :  but  his  father  never  lost  sight  of 
this  maxim  of  a  king  of  Lacedaemon;  that  nothing 
should  be  taught  children  but  what  may  be  eventually 
useful :"  nor  of  this  other ;  that  ignorance  is  plrefer- 
abletoa  multiplicity  of  knowledge  confusedly  jumbled 
together  in  the  mind." 

Lysis  learnt  at  the  same  time  to  swim,  and  to 
manage  a  horse.**  Dancing  regulated  his  steps,  and 
bestowed  a  gracefulness  on  all  his  motions.     He  was 

*  Aristoph.  in  Nub.  v.  201,  &c.  ^  Herodot.  lib  5.  c.  49. 
Diog.  Laert.  in  Theoph.  lib.  5.  §  31.  '  iElian.  Var.  Hist.  lib. 
3.  c.  28.  ™  Plut.  Lacon.  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  224.  °  Plat,  de 
Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  819.         »  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  162. 
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a  elose  attendant  cm  the  gymnasium  of  tbe  Lycseuin. 
Children  begin  their  bodily  exercises  very  eari^/ 
sometimes  even  at  seven  years  <rfd,*  and  continue 
them  till  tbe  age  of  twenty.  They  are  first  babitui^ed 
to  bear  cold  and  heat^  and  all  the  inclemencies  of  the 
seasons ;'  and  afterwards  accustomed  to  throw  balls 
of  different  sizes^  returning  them  to  each  other.  This 
and  other  games  of  the  same  nature  are  but  preludes 
to  those  laborious  exercises  which  are  to  succeed  in 
proportion  as  their  strength  increases.  They  run  on 
a  deep  sand ;  hurl  javelins ;  and  leap  over  ditches  or 
barriers^  holding  in  their  hands  great  leaden  weights^ 
atid  throwing  into  the  air  cwr  before  them  quoits  of 
stone  or  brass."  They  run  once,  or  oftener,  the  whc^ 
length  of  the  stadium,andfi*equently  in  heavy  armotiir. 
But theirchief  exercises  consist  in  wrestling,pugiKstic 
encounters,  and  the  various  combats  which  I  shall 
describe  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the  Olympic  games. 
Lysis,  who  was  passionately  fond  of  these  amuse- 
ments, was  obliged  to  use  them  with  moderation,  and 
correct  their  defects  by  mental  exercises^  to  which  his 
father  incessantly  recalled  bii  attention. 

On  his  return  home  in  the  evening,  he  either  sang 
to  the  lyre,*  or  amused  himself  with  drawing,  a  study 
which  has  been  almost  generally  introduced,  of  late 
years,  among  children  of  free  condition.*  He  often 
read  tnstruetive  and  entertaining  books,  in  presence 

^  PiaU  de  Bep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  402.  LuciaD.  de  Gytnnas.  t.  ii. 
p.  89a.  "^  Axioch.  ap.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  366.  '  Lucian.  ibid. 
•  Id.  ibid.  t.  ii.  p.  909.  *  Plat,  in  Lys.  t.  ii.  p.  209.  ■  Aris- 
tot.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  c.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  460.      Plin.  lib.  35.  t.  ii.  p.  6Q4r 
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of  his  father  and  mother.  On  these  occasions  Apd- 
lodorus  performed  the  office  of  those  grammarians 
whOj  under  the  name  of  critics/  teach  us  to  sdve  the 
difficulties  that  occur  in  the  text  of  authors;  and 
Epicharis^  that  of  a  woman  of  taste,  who  is  able  to 
relish  and  point  out  their  beauties.  Lysis  one  day 
asking  by  what  criterion  we  should  judge  of  the 
merit  of  a  book ;  Aristotle,  who  was  present,  replied: 
''  When  the  author  has  said  every  thing  that  he  ought, 
only  what  he  ought,  and  this  in  the  manner  he 
ought^^y 

His  parents  formed  him  to  that  dignified  polite- 
ness of  which  they  were  themselves  the  models.  The 
desire  of  pleasing,  facility  in  the  intercourse  of  life, 
equality  of  character,  attention  to  yield  precedence  to 
the  aged/' decency  of  deportment,  of  appearance, 
manners,  and  expressions,*  all  were  prescribed  him 
without  constraint,  and  ail  acquired  and  observed 
without  an  effort. 

His  fether  often  took  him  to  hunt  different  kinds 
of  quadrupeds,  because  the  chase  is  the  image  of 
war/  sometimes  to  kill  or  catch  birds;  but  always 
on  uncultivated  g^rounds,  that  he  might  not  destroy 
the  hopes  of  the  husbandman.® 

He  was  taken  early  to  the  theatre  ;*  and  after- 
wards more  than  once  distinguished  himself  in  the 

""  Axioch.  ap.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  366.  Strab.  ap.  Eustath.  t.  i.  p. 
285.  y  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  c.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  22,  Id.  de  Rhet. 
lib.  3.  c.  1.  t.  ii.  p.  683.  '  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  9.  c.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  118. 
'  Isocr.  ad  Demon,  t.  i.  p.  24,  27,  &c.  Aristot.  de  Rep.  t,  ii. 
lib.  7.  c.  17.  p.  448.  ^  Xen.  de  Venat.  p.  974  et  995.  ^  Plat. 
de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  824.         ^  Theophr.  Charact.  c.  9. 
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musical  and  dancing  choruses  at  the  solemn  festivals. 
He  was  eminent  likewise  at  those  public  games  in 
which  horse-races  are  introduced^  and  frequently  car- 
ried off  the  palm ;  but  he  was  never  seen,  like  some 
young  men,  standing  upright  on  horseback,  throwing 
arrows,  and  making  a  show  of  .himself  by  tricks  of 
dexterity.* 

He  took  some  lessons  of  a  fencing-master/  and 
made  himself  acquainted  with  tactics  ;^  but  he  never 
frequented  those  ignorant  prof  essors,to whose  lectures 
youth  repair  to  learn  to  command  armies.^ 

These  diflferent  exercises  were  principally  con- 
nected with  the  military  art.  But  if  it  was  his  duty 
to  defend  his  country,  it  was  thought  no  less  incum- 
bent on  him  to  contribute  to  its  information  and 
improvement  Logic,  rhetoric,  ethics,  history,  the 
laws,  and  politics,  successively  engaged  his  attention. 

Mercenary  masters  take  upon  them  to  teach  these 
various  branches  of  science,  and  require  ahigh  pre- 
mium for  their  lessons.  The  following  anecdote  is 
told  of  Aristippus.  An  Athenian  requesting  him  to 
complete  the  education  of  his  son,  Aristippus  de- 
manded a  thousand  drachmas.  '^  But,"  replied  the 
j&ther,  '^  I  could  have  a  slave  for  that  sum."  ''^  You 
will  have  two,"  said  the  philosopher ; ''  your  son,  and 
the  slave  whom  you  had  placed  about  his  person.''* 

Formerly  this  city  was  greatly  frequented  by  the 
sophists,  who  taught  the  Athenian  youth  to  declaim 

«  Plat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  93.  ^  Id.  in  Lach.  t.  ii.  p.  182. 

»  Axioch,  ap.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  365.  ^  Plat,  in  Euthyd.  t.  i.  p.  307. 

'  Plat,  de  lib.  Educ.  t  ii.  p.  4. 
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superficially  on  every  subject.  Though  their  num- 
ber be  now  greatly  diminished^  some  of  them  are 
still  to  be  seen,  who,  surrounded  by  their  disciples, 
make  the  haJls  of  the  gymnasium  re-echo  with  their 
clamours  and  disputations.  Lysis  seldom  attended 
at  these  contentions.  Lessons  were  given  him  by 
teachers  of  much  greater  abilities ;  and  he  had  the 
advantage  of  receiving  the  instruction  of  men  of  the 
first  order  for  genius  and  learning.  Such  were 
Plato,  Isocrates,  and  Aristotle,  who  were  all  three 
the  friends  of  ApoUodorus. 

Logic  added  new  powers,  and  rhetoric  new  charms, 
to  his  reason.  But  care  was  taken  to  warn  him  that 
both  these  sciences,  though  intended  to  render  truth 
triumphant,  were  but  top  frequently  employed  to  give 
the  victory  to  falsehood.  As  an  orator  should  not 
be  too  negligent  of  external  acquirements,  he  was 
placed  for  some  time  under  the  eye  of  an  able  actor, 
who  gave  him  proper  instructions  with  respect  to  the 
management  of  his  voice  and  gestures.' 

The  history  of  Greece  taught  him  the  claims  and 
errors  of  the  diflferent  states  which  inhabit  it.  He 
attended  the  bar  until  the  time  should  come  when, 
after  the  example  of  Themistocles  and  other  great 
men,  he  might  have  the  opportunity  of  personally 
defending  the  cause  of  innocence.' 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  education  is  to 
form  the  infant  heart.  In  the  course  of  it,"  the 
parents,  tutor,  servants,  and  masters,  weary  the  child 

'  Plut  in  Demosth.  t.  i.  p.  839.  '  Nep.  in  Them.  c.  1. 

"  Plut.  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  325. 
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with  trite  maxims^  the  impression  of  which  they 
weaken  by  their  examples.  Menaces  and  blows^  too, 
injudiciously  employed^  often  give  him  a  distaste  for 
truths  which  he  should  have  been  induced  to  love. 

The  study  of  morality  never  cost  Lysis  a  tear. 
His  father  had  placed  about  him  persons  who  im* 
proved  him  by  their  conduct^  and  not  by  importu- 
nate remonstrances.  When  a  child,  he  pointed  out 
his  faults  to  him  with  mildness :  when  his  reasoa 
was  more  completely  formed,  he  let  him  see  that  they 
were  contrary  to  his  interest. 

He  was  very  careful  in  his  choice  of  books  on  the 
subject  of  morality ;  their  authors  in  general  either 
wavering  in  their  principles,  or  having  only  false 
ideas  of  the  duties  of  mankind.  Isocrates  one  day 
read  to  us  a  letter  which  he  had  formerly  addressed 
to  Demonicus,*  a  young  man  who  resided  at  the 
court  of  Cyprus."  This  letter,  which  was  fraught 
with  sense,  but  loaded  with  antitheses,  contained 
rules  for  manners  and  conduct,  arranged  in  the  form 
of  maxims  relative  to  the  various  circumstances  of 
life.     The  following  may  serve  as  a  specimen  : 

'*  Act  towards  your  parents  as  you  would  that  your 
children  should  one  day  act  towards  you.*  In  your 
most  secret  actions  suppose  that  you  have  all  the 
world  for  witnesses.  Do  not  flatter  yourself  that 
reprehensible  actions  can  remain  in  oblivion ;  you 
may  perhaps  conceal  them  from  others,  but  never 
from  yourself.^    Employ  your  leisure  hours  in  lis- 

♦  See  note  XXIII.  at  the  end  of  the  Tokme.  "  Isocr.  ad 

Demon,  t.  i.  p.  15.         ""  Ibid.  p.  33.         ■*  Ibid.  p.  25. 
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tehing  to  the  conversation  of  the  wise.'  Deliberate 
slowTy,  execute  promptly/  Comfort  distressed  vir- 
tue ;  liberality  well  applied  constitutes  the  treasure 
of  the  worthy  man.'  When  you  shall  be  invested 
with  some  important  oflSce,  never  employ  bad  men  j 
when  you  quit  it,  let  it  be  with  glory  rather  than 
with  wealth."* 

This  work  was  written  with  that  profusion  of  or- 
nament and  elegance  which  we  discover  in  all  the 
productions  of  Isocrates.  Compliments  were  bestow- 
ed upon  the  author;  and  when  he  was  gone,  Apol- 
lodorus  thus  addressed  his  son  :  The  pleasure  you 
received  on  hearing  this  letter  read  did  not  escape  me, 
nor  am  I  surprised  at  it :  it  has  awakened  sentiments 
which  are  dear  to  your  heart,  and  we  are  always  happy 
to  meet  our  friends.  But  did  you  attend  to  the  pas- 
sage I  desired  him  to  repeat,  and  which  points  out  to 
Demonicus  the  conduct  he  should  observe  at  the  court 
of  Cyprus  ?  I  know  it  by  heart,  answered  Lysis. 
'^  Conform  to  the  inclinations  of  the  prince.  By  ap- 
pearing to  approve  them,  you  will  acquire  additional 
influence  with  him,  and  more  respect  from  the  people. 
Obey  his  laws,  and  consider  his  exartiple  as  the  first/'** 
What  a  strange  lesson  in  the  mouth  of  a  republican  ! 
resumed  Apollodorus ;  and  how  is  it  possible  to  re- 
concile it  with  the  advice  which  the  author  gives 
Demonicus  to  detest  flatterers?'  The  fact  is,  that 
Isocrates  has  but  borrowed  a  doctrine  on  morality, 

«  Isocr.  ad  Demon,  t.  i.  p.  26.  ■"  Ibid.  p.  30.  •  Ibid,  p.  33. 
'  Ibid.  p.  37.  "  Ibid.  p.  39.  ""  Ibid.  p.  34. 
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and  speaks  rather  as  a  rhetorician  than  as  a  philoso- 
pher. Besides^  is  it  by  such  va^e  precepts  that  we 
are  to  enlighten  the  mind  ?  Do  you  imagine  that 
Demonicus  was  in  a  situation  to  understand  the  words^ 
wisdom^  justice^  temperance^  honesty,  and  a  variety 
of  others  which  have  so  often  met  your  ear  in  this 
production;  those  words  which  so  many  men  con- 
tent themselves  with  retaining  and  distributing  as  it 
may  serve  their  purpose  ?^  Have  you  'yourself  an 
accurate  idea  of  their  true  signification  ?  Are  you 
aware  that  our  greatest  danger  from  prejudices  and 
vices  is  when  they  assume  the  disguise  of  truths  and 
virtues ;  and  that  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to 
obey  the  voice  even  of  a  faithful  guide^  when  over- 
powered by  that  of  a  multitude  of  impostors  who 
walk  by  his  side  and  imitate  his  language^ 

Hitherto  I  have  made  no  attempt  to  fortify  you  in 
virtue  systematically.  I  have  contented  myself  with 
making  you  practise  it.  It  was  proper  to  dispose 
your  mind  for  the  reception  of  these  lessons^  as  we 
prepare  the  earth  before  we  scatter  the  seed  by  which 
it  is  to  be  enriched.*  You  have  now  a  right  to  re- 
quire from  me  an  account  of  my  motives  for  the 
sacrifices  I  have  sometimes  exacted  from  you^  that 
^you  may  enable  yourself  to  justify  those  you  will  one 
day  be  obliged  to  make. 

A  few  days  after,  Aristotle  was  so  obliging  as  to 
bring  with  him  several  works  which  he  had  sketched 


.    '  Plat,  in  PhaBdr.  t.  iii.  p.  263.  »  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  10. 

c.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  141. 
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out  or  finished,  mostly  on  the  science  of  morals,* 
commenting  on  them  as  he  read.  I  shall  endeavour 
to  explain  his  principles. 

All  modes  of  life,  all  our  actions,  have  a  particular 
end  in  view ;  and  all  those  ends  tend  to  one  general 
object,  which  is  happiness.*"  It  is  not  in  the  end  we 
propose,  but  in  the  choice  of  means,  that  we  deceive 
ourselves.*"  How  often  do  honours,  riches,  power, 
and  beauty,  prove  more  fatal  than  useful  to  us  !*  How 
often  has  experience  taught  us  that  disease  and  po* 
verty  are  not  in  themselves  injurious  \^  Thus,  from 
the  erroneous  idea  we  form  of  good  and  evil,  as  much 
as  from  the  inconstancy  of  our  will,^  we  almost  always 
act  without  precisely  knowing  what  it  is  we  ought 
to  desire,  or  what  we  ought  to  fear.^  ^ 

To  distinguish  real  from  apparent  good » is  the 
object  of  morality,  which  unfortunately  does  not  pro- 
ceed like  the  sciences  limited  to  theory.  In  the  latter, 
the  mind  without  difficulty  perceives  consequences 
resulting  from  principles.^  But  when  called  upon  to 
act,  it  ought  to  hesitate,  to  deliberate,  to  choose,  and, 
above  all,  to  guard  itself  against  illusions  arising  from 
external  considerations,  and  against  those  which  ori- 
ginate in  our  hearts.  If  we  wish  our  decisions  to  be 
wise  and  just,  let  us  consult  our  own  feeUngs,  and  - 
acquire  a  just  idea  of  our  passions,  virtues,  and  vices. 

»  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  10.  c.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  3.  Id.  Maga.  Mor. 
p.  145.     Id.  Eudem.  p.  195.  ^  Id,  de  Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  1  et  2, 

*  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  19.  t.  ii.  p,  158.  «*  Id.  Eudem.  lib. 

7.  cap.  15.  p.  290.  «  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  3.  c.  9,  p.  36.      ^  Id. 

Magn.  Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  12.  p.  155.  »  Id.  Eudem.  lib.  1.  cap.  5. 
p.  197,  &c.         ^  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  3.  c.  6.  p.  33.  *  Id.  Magn. 

Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  18.  p.  158. 
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The  souI>  that  principle  which^  among  other  fa- 
culties^ enjoy 8  those  of  knowings  conjecturing^  and 
deliberating;  of  feeling,  wishing,  and  fearing  ;^  the 
soul^  indivisible  perhaps  in  itself,  is^  relatively  to  its 
various  operations,  divided  as  it  were  into  two  prin- 
cipal parts ;  the  one  of  which  possesses  reason,  and 
the  intellectual  virtues  the  other,  which  should  be 
guided  by  the  former^  is  the  residence  of  the  moral 
virtues.' 

The  former  is  the  seat  of  inteUigence,  wisdom, 
and  science^  which  apply  themselves  only  to  intellec- 
tual and  invariable  things;  of  prudence,  judgment, 
and  opinion,  the  objects  of  which  fall  under  the  ob- 
servation of  the  senses,  and  are  perpetually  varying; 
and  of  sagacity,  memory^  and  other  qualities  which 
I  omit." 

Intelligence,  a  simple  perception  of  ihe  soul,* 
confines  itself  to  the  contemplation  of  the  essence  and 
eternal  principles  of  things ;  Wisdom  meditates  not 
only  on  the  principles,  but  on  the  consequences  which 
flow  from  them ;  it  partakes  of  intelligence  that  sees, 
and  science  that  demonstrates."  Prudence  appreciates 
and  combines  the  good  and  evil,  deliberates  slowly, 
and  determines  our  choice  in  the  manner  the  most  con- 
formable to  our  real  interests."*  When,  with  sufficient 
knowledge  to  decide,  ithas  notpower  enough  to  make 

^  Aristot.  de  Anim.  lib.  1.  c.  9.  t.  i.  p.  629.  *  Id.  de  Mor. 

lib.  1.  c.  13.  p.  16.     Id.  Magn.  Moral,  lib.  1.  c.  5.  p.  151.     Ibid, 
c.  35.  p.  169.     Id.  Eudem.  lib.  2.  c.  1.  p.  204.  "  Id.  Mago. 

Moral,  lib.  1.  c.  5.  p.  151.  *  See  note  XXIV.  at  the  end  of 

the  volume.         "  Aristot.  Mag.  Moral,  c.  35.  p.  170.         ^  Id.  de 
Mor.  lib,  6,  c.  5.  p.  76;  c.  8.  p.  79. 
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US  act^  it  is  no  more  than  a  sound  judgment.^ 
Lastly,  opinion  envelops  itself  in  doubts,^,  and 
often  leads  us  into  error. 

Of  all  the  qualities  of  the  mind,  wisdom  is  the 
most  eminent,  and  prudence  the  most  useful.  As 
there  is  nothing  so  great  in  the  universe  as  the  uni- 
verse itself,  the  sages,  who  ascend  to  its  origin,  and 
study  the  incorruptible  essence  of  all  beings,  are 
entitled  to  the  first  rank  in  our  esteem.  Such  were 
Anaxagoras  and  Thales.  They  have  transmitted  to 
us  admirable  and  sublime  ideas,  but  which  are  of  no 
importance  to  our  happiness  f  for  wisdom  has  only 
an  indirect  influence  on  morals.  That  consists 
whoDy  in  theory,  prudence  entirely  in  practice.*  In 
a  family  we  frequently  see  the  master  confide  to  a 
faithful  steward  the  minute  particulars  of  domestic 
government,  that  he  may  apply  himself  to  more  im- 
portant affairs ;  thus  wisdom  absorbed  in  profound 
meditations,  relies  on  prudence  to  regulate  our  pro- 
pensities, and  to  govern  that  part  of  the  soul  in  which, 
as  I  have  said,  the  moral  virtues  reside.' 

This  part  is  every  moment  agitated  by  love,  hatred 
anger,  desire,  fear,  envy,  and  a  multitude  of  other 
passions,  the  seeds  of  which  we  bring  with  us  into  the 
world,  and  which  are  of  themselves  deserving  neither 
of  censure  nor  praise.*    Their  motions,  which  are 

p  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  6.  cap.  11.  p.  81.  **  Id.  Magn.  Mor. 
lib.  1.  c.  35.  p.  170.  '  Id.  deMor.  lib.  6.  c.  7.  p.  78;  cap.  13. 
p.  82.        '   *  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  »  Aristot. 

Magn.  Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  35.  p.  171  et  172.  '  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  % 

c.  4.  p.  21. 
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caused  by  the  attraction  of  pleasure  or  the  fear  of 
pain^  are  almost  always  irregular  and  £Eital.  Now^  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  want  or  excess  of  exercise 
destroys  the  power  of  the  body^  so  does  a  passionate 
emotion^  either  too  violent  or  too  weak^  lead  astray 
the  mind^  leaving  it  either  short  of^  or  urging  it  be- 
yond^ the  mark  it  ought  to  have  in  view^  whilst  a  well- 
regulated  emotion  conducts  it  naturally  to  the  object.* 
It  is  the  medium  therefore  between  two  viciousaflfec- 
tions  that  constitutes  a  virtuous  sentiment.^  Let  us 
give  an  example :  Cowardice  fears  every  thing,  and 
errs  by  deficiency :  presumption  fears  nothing,  and 
errs  by  excess :  courage,  which  adopts  the  medium 
between  the  two,  fears  only  when  it  is  necessary  to 
fear.  Thus  passions  of  the  same  nature  produce  in 
us  three  different  affections,  two  vicious,  and  the  other 
virtuous.'  Thus  do  the  moral  virtues  arise  from  the 
very  bosom  of  the  passions,  or  rather  they  are  no 
other  than  passions  restrained  within  due  limits. 

Aristotle  now  shewed  us  a  writing  in  three  co- 
lumns, where  most  of  the  virtues  were  respectively 
placed  between  their  two  extremes  v  I  took  from  it 
the  foDowing  extract  for  the  instruction  of  Lysis : 


Excess, 

Medium, 

Defect  in  the  othei 

Audacity  or  Rashness 

Courage 

Cowardice 

Intemperance 

Temperance 

Insensibility 

Prodigality 

Liberality 

Avarice 

Ostentation 

Magnificence 

Parsimony 

» 

Magnanimity 

Meanness 

Apathy 

Mildness 

Irritability 

"  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  c  2.  p.  19.         *  See  note  XXV.  at 
end  of  the  volume,         *  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  c.  8.  p.  25. 
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JSJPCM9* 

MtAium. 

Defect  in  tht  tfihet  extreme, 

Boasting 

Truth 

Dissimalation 

Buffoonery 

Pleasantry 

Rusticity 

Flattery 

Friendship 

Hatred 

Stupor 

Modesty 

Impudence 

Envy 

Craft 

Prudence 

Stupidity. 

Here  we  find  liberality  placed  between  avarice 
and  prodigality,  and  friendship  between  aversion  or 
hatred,  and  complaisance  or  flattery/  As  prudence 
by  its  nature  is  a  property  of  the  rational,  and  by  its 
functions  of  the  irrational,  soul,  it  was  accompanied 
by  craft,  which  is  a  vice  of  the  heart,  and  stupidity, 
which  is  a  mental  defect.  Temperance  is  opposed  to 
intemperance,  which  is  its  excess :  insensibility  has 
been  chosen  for  the  other  extreme,  because,  said 
Aristotle,  men  never  err  by  deficiency  in  matters  6f 
pleasure,  unless  they  are  insensible.,  Youdiscover, 
added  he,  some  vacancies  ip  this  table ;  it  is  because 
our  language  has  not  words  proper  to  express  all  the 
affections  of  our  souls :  thus,  for  example,  it  has  none 
to  characterize  the  virtue  opposite  to  envy,  though  it 
be  recognised  in  the  indignation  that  every  honest 
mind  experiences  at  the  success  of  the  wicked.** 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  two  vices  corresponding  to 

a  virtue  may  be  more  or  less  remote  from  it  without 

ceasing  to  be  blameable.   A  man  may  be  more  or  less 

cowardly, more  or  less  prodigal;  there  is  but  one  only 

(■ 
y  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  c.  7.  p.  24,     Id.  Eudem.  lib.  2.  c.  3. 
p.  206 ;  et  c.  7.  p.  225.  *  See  note  XXVI.  at  the  end  of  the 

volume.         '  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  cap.  7.  p.  24.     Id.  Eudem. 
lib.  2.  c.  3.  p.  206;  et  c.  7.  p.  225. 
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manner  in  which  he  can  be  perfectly  liberal  or  cou- 
rageous ;  accordingly  we  have  very  few  words  in 
our  language  to  signify  each  virtue,  but  a  consider- 
able number  for  every  vice.  Hence  the  Pythago- 
reans say,  that  evil  partakes  of  the  nature  of  infinite, 
and  good  of  the  nature  of  finite.* 

But  what  shall  discover  this  good,  which  is  almost 
imperceptible  amid  the  evils  that  surround  it  ?  Pru- 
dence, which  I  shall  sometimes  call  right  reason, 
because,  uniting  the  light  of  experience  to  the  natu- 
ral light  of  reason,  it  rectifies  the  one  by  the  other.* 
The  function  of  prudence  is  to  point  out  to  us  the 
track  in  which  we  are  to  walk,  and  to  restrain  as 
much  as  possible  such  of  our  passions  as  might  in- 
duce us  to  wander  into  the  adjoining  paths ;""  for  it 
is  her  duty  to  signify  her  commands  to  them  :  she 
is  to  them  what  an  architect  is  to  the  workmen  who 
labour  under  him.* 

Prudence  deliberates  on  all  occasions  on  the  advan- 
tages we  should  pursue,  advantages  difficult  to  know, 
and  which  should  be  relative  not  only  to  ourselves, 
but  to  our  relations,  our  friends,  and  fellow -citizens.* 
Deliberation  should  be  followed  by  a  voluntary  choice, 
without  which  it  would  deserve  only  indulgence  or 
pity.'  The  choice  is  free  whenever  we  are  not  con- 
strained to  act  against  our  j  udgment  by  external  force, 
or  hurried  away  by  an  excuseable  ignorance.*^   Thus, 

•  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  cap.  5.  p.  23.  Id.  Magn.  Moral,  lib.  1. 
c.  25.  p.  162.  *»  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  6.  c.  1.  9,  &c.  *^  Id.  Magn. 
Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  18.  p.  168.  *  Id.  ibid.  c.  35.  p.  172.  •  Id.  de 
Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  5.  p.  8.  ^  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  c.  1.  p.  28.         »  Id. 

ibid.  c.  1  et  2. 
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an  action^  the  object  of  which  is  honoumble>  should 
be  preceded  by  deliberation  and  by  choice,  to  reader 
it,  properly  speaking,  an  act  of  virtue ;  and  this  acl^ 
by  frequent  repetition,  forms  in  our  minds  a  habit 
which  I  call  virtue.'' 

We  are  now  able  to  distinguish  what  Nature  has 
done  for  us,  and  what  sound  reason  has  added  to  her 
work.  Nature  neither  gives  nor  denies  u?  any  vir- 
tue. She  grants  us  only  faculties^  leaving  the  use 
of  them  to  ourselves.'  While  she  has  sowed  in  our 
hearts  the  seeds  of  every  passion,  she  has  implanted 
there  the  principles  of  every  virtue.*"  We  receive, 
consequently,  at  our  birth,  an  aptitude  more  or  less 
approaching  to  a  virtuous  disposition,  a  propensity 
more  or  less  strong  towards  what  is  good  and  just.' 

Hence  we  may  perceive  an  essential  difference 
between  what  we  sometimes  denominate  natural 
virtue,  and  virtue  properly  so  called."  The  former 
is  that  aptitude,  that  propensity  I  have  mentioned, 
a  sort  of  instinct  which,  unenlightened  as  yet  by  rea- 
son, wavers  between  good  and  evil.  The  latter  iu 
the  same  instinct,  constantly  directed  towards  good 
by  right  reason,  and  always  acting  with  knowledge, 
choice,  and  perseverance." 

I  conclude  from  hence  that  virtue  is  a  habit 
formed,  in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  guided 

^  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  c.  1.  p.  18 ;  c  4.  p.  21.  '  Id.  ibid. 
^  Id«  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  2.  c.  7.  p.  184.  *  Id.  deMor.  lib.  6. 

c.  13.  p.  84.    Id.  Magn.  Mor.  ibid.  ""  Id.  Mag.  Mor.  lib.  1. 

c.  35.  p.  171.    Id.  de  Mor.  p.  84.        "  Id.  de  Mor.  Ub.  %  e.  9. 
p.  21. 
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by  prudence;  or^  if  you  will^  it  is  a  natural  impulse 
towards  good  actions^  transformed  by  prudence 
into  a  habit."" 

Several  consequences  arise  naturaUy  from  these 
ideas.  It  is  in  our  power  to  be  virtuous,  since  we 
all  possess  the  aptitude  to  become  so;^  but  it  does 
not  depend  on  any  of  us  to  be  the  most  vu^uous  of 
men,  unless  that  individual  has  received  from  Nature 
the  dispositions  requisite  to  such  a  degree  of  perfec- 
tion.** 

Since  prudence  forms  in  us  the  habit  of  virtue,  all 
the  virtues  become  her  work;  whence  it  follows,  that 
in  a  mind  docile  to  her  dictates,  not  a  virtue  but  pre- 
sents and  places  itself  in  its  proper  rank,  and  not  one 
will  be  found  in  opposition  to  another.''  In  such  a 
mind,  too,  we  must  discover  a  perfect  harmony  be- 
tween reason  and  the  passions,  since  the  former 
commands,  and  the  latter  always  obey.' 

But  how  can  we  assure  ourselves  of  this  harmony, 
or  flatter  ourselves  that  we  possess  such  virtue? 
First,  by  a  secret  sentiment,^  and  next  by  the  pain  or 
pleasure  we  experience.  If  this  virtue  be  not  yet 
matured,  the  sacrifices  it  requires  will  afflict  us;  if 
complete,  those  sacrifices  will  afford  us  the  purest 
joy ;  for  virtue  has  its  voluptuousness.^ 

It  is  impossible  for  children  to  be  virtuous ;  they 

*»  Aristot.  de  Mor.  c.  6.  p.  23.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  35.  p.  171. 
'  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  3.  c.  7.  p.  33.  Id.  Ma^.  Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  9. 
p.  153.  ">  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  12.  p.  155.  '  Id.  de 

Mor.  lib.  a.  c.  13.  p.  84.     Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  2.  c.  3.  p.  174. 
■  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  2.  c.  7.  p.  184.  .  '  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  c.  10. 

p.  186.        « Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  c.  2.  p.  19 ;  lib.  10.  c.  7.  p.  137. 
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are  alike  unable  to  distinguish  or  to  prefer  their  real 
good.  Yet^  as  it  is  essential  to  cherish  in  them  the 
natural  propensity  they  have  to  virtue,  they  should 
be  accustomed  to  virtuous  actions.' 

Prudence  always  conducting  itself  by  wise  and 
good  motives,  and  each  virtue  requiring  perseve- 
rance, many  actions,  which  seem  worthy  of  commen- 
dation, lose  all  their  value  when  we  investigate  the 
principle  that  produced  them/  Some  expose  them- 
selves to  great  dangers  from  the  hope  of  great  advan* 
tage;  others  through  fear  of  censure.  These  men 
are  not  courageous.  Take  ambition  from  the  for- 
mer, and  shame  from  the  latter,  they  possibly  will 
prove  arrant  cowards." 

The  man  who  is  hurried  away  by  revenge  is  not 
to  be  called  courageous ;  he  is  a  wild  boar  rushing 
on  the  spear  that  has  wounded  him.  Nor  is  this 
appellation  to  be  bestowed  on  those  who  are  agi- 
tated by  unruly  passions,  and  whose  courage  takes 
fire  and  extinguishes  with  them.  Who  then  is  the 
courageous  man  ?  He  who,  influenced  by  good  and 
wisemotives,  and  guided  by  sound  reason,  knows  the 
danger,  fears  it,  yet  bravely  hastens  to  meet  it  • 
'  Aristotle  applied  the  same  principles  to  justice, 
temperance,  and  the  other  virtues.  He  went  through 
them  all  in  detail,  and  followed  them  in  their  subdi- 
visions, fixing  their  extent  and  boundaries;  for  he 
showed  us  in  what  manner,  under  what  circumstances, 

"  Aristot.  deMor.  lib.  2.  c.  1.  p.  18.  '  Id.  ibid.  lib.  2.  c.  3. 
*  Id.  Magn.  Moral,  lib.  1.  c.  21.  p.  160.  *  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  ?• 
c.  11.  p.  38.     Id.  Eudem.  lib.  3.  c.  1.  p.  220. 
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and  on  vfinit  objdcts^  it  wb»  the  province  of  each  of 
them  to  act^  or  to  suspend  their  operations.  As  he 
proceeded^  he  gave  us  his  opinion  on  a  multitude  of 
questions^  concerning  which  philosophers  are  divided^ 
respecting  the  nature  of  our  duties.  These  particu- 
lars^ which  are  often  but  hinted  at  in  his  works^  -and 
which  I  cannot  here  unfold,  brought  him  back  to  the 
motives  that  should  attach  us  inviolably  to  virtue. 

Let  us  consider  virtue,  said  he  one  day,  in  its 
relations  to  ourselves  and  others.    The  virtuous  man 
finds  his  enjoyment  in  dwelling  and  living  with  him- 
self.   You  will  find  in  his  soul  neither  the  remorse 
nor  tumults  which  agitate  the  vicious.    He  is  happy  in 
the  recollection  of  the  good  he  has  done,  and  in  the 
prospect  of  that  he  may  yet  have  it  in  his  power  to  do.* 
He  enjoys  his  own  esteem;  by  obtaining  the  esteem 
of  others;  beseems  to  act  only  for  them;  he  will 
even  resign  to  them  the  most  splendid  employments, 
if  he  be  persuaded  that  they  can  discharge  the  duties 
of  them  better  than  himself  ."^    His  whole  life  is  spent 
in  useful  activity,"^  and  all  his  actions  originate  in  some 
particular  virtue :  he  therefore  possesses  happiness, 
which  consists  only  in  a  series  of  virtuous  actions.'' 
I  have  been  speaking  of  the  happiness  arising 
from  an  active  life,  dedicated  to  the  duties  of  society. 
But  there  is  another  kind  of  Happiness  of  a  superior 
order,  exclusively  reserved  for  the  small  number  of 

*  Aristot.  de  Mor.  lib.  9.  c.  4.  p.  120.  ""  Id.  Magn,  Mor. 

lib.  %  c.  13.  p.  192.  ^  Id.  ibid.  c.  10.  p.  187.  « Id.  de 

Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  6.  p.  9.  lib.  10.  c.  6  et  7.     Id.  Magn.  Moral,  lib. 
1.  c.  4.  p.  150. 
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sages  who,  feiv  from  the  tumult  of  affairs,  resign 
themselves  to  a  life  of  contemplation.  As  they  have 
divested  themselves  of  every  thing  mortal  in  our  na- 
ture, and  only  hear,  as  it  were,  the  distant  murmur 
of  the  passions,  all  is  peace  and  silence  in  their  souls, 
except  in  that  part  which  possesses  the  prerogative 
of  command,  a  divine  portion,  whether  we  call  it  in- 
telligence or  by  any  other  name,^perpetually  employed 
in  meditating  on  the  divine  nature  and  on  the  essence 
of  beings.*^  They  who  hsten  only  to  the  voice  of  this 
intelligence  are  more  especially  favoured  by  the 
Deity;  for  if  it  be  true,  as  all  nature  leads  us  to  be- 
lieve, that  he  bestows  some  attention  on  human 
affairs,  with  what  a  favourable  eye  must  he  regard 
those  who,  after  his  example,  place  all  their  happi- 
ness in  a  contemplation  of  eternal  truths  !^ 

In  the  conversations  held  in  presence  of  Lysis, 
Isocrates  pleased  his  ear,  Aristotle  enlightened  his 
mind,  and  Plato  inflamed  his  soul.  The  latter  some- 
times explained  to  him  the  doctrine  of  Socrates,  or 
laid  before  him  the  plan  of  his  own  ideal  republic ;  at 
others  he  made  him  sensible  that  no  real  elevation,  no 
perfect  independence,  can  existbut  in  a  virtuous  mind. 
More  frequently  still  he  demonstrated  to  him,  at 
length,  that  happiness  consists  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  sovereign  good,  which  is  no  other  than  God  ' 
Thus,  while  other  philosophers  held,  out  no  recom- 

'Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  10.  c.  7.  p.  138.  «?  Id.  Eudem.  lib.  7. 

c.  15.  p.  291.     Id.  MagD.  Mor.  lib.  1.  c.  35.  p.  170.      ^  Aristot. 
de  Mor.  lib.  10.  c.  8.  p.  139 ;  c.  9.  p.  140.  *  Plat,  de  Rep. 

lib.  6.  p.  505,  &c.     Brock.  Histor.  Critic.  Philos.  t.  i.  p.  721. 
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pense  for  virtue  but  the  public  esteem  and  the  tran- 
sient happiness  of  this  life^  Plato  presented  him 
with  a  nobler  support. 

Virtue,  said  he,  proceeds  from  God;*  you  can 
acquire  it  only  by  knowing  yourself,  by  obtaining 
wisdom,  and  preferring  yourself  to  what  only  apper- 
tains to  you.  Follow  me  in  my  reasoning.  Lysis. 
Your  person,  your  beauty,  your  riches,  are  yours, 
but  do  not  constitute  you.  Man  consists  wholly  in 
his  soul.'  To  learn  what  he  is,  and  what  he  ought  to 
do,  he  must  consider  himself  in  his  intellectual  powers, 
in  that  part  of  the  soul  in  which  sparkles  a  ray  of  the 
divine  wisdom,"  a  pure  light,  which  will  insensibly 
conduct  his  view  to  the  source  from  whence  it  ema- 
nates. When  he  has  fixed  his  eyes  on  this,  and  shall 
have  contemplated  that  eternal  standard  of  all  perfec- 
tions, h^  will  feel  that  it  is  his  most  important  interest 
to  imitate  them  in  his  own  conduct,  and  to  assimilate 
himself  to  the  Divinity,  at  least  so  far  as  it  is  possible 
for  so  faint  a  copy  to  approach  so  sublime  a  moral* 
God  is  the  measure  of  every  thing ;''  there  is  nothing 
good  or  estimable  in  the  world  but  what  has  some 
conformity  with  him.  He  is  sovereignly  wise,  hdy, 
and  just;  and  the  only  means  of  resembling  and 
pleasing  him  is  by  filling  our  minds  with  wisdom, 
justice,  and  holiness.'' 

Called  to  this  high  destiny,  place  yourself  in  the 
situation  of  those,  who,  as  the  sages  say,  by  their  vir- 

*  Plat,  in  Men,  t.  ii.  p.  99  et  100.  *  Id.  in  Alcib.  1.  t.  ii. 

p.  1 30  et  131 .        "  Id.  ibid.  p.  1 33.        "  Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  4.  t.  ii. 
p*716.        "^  Id.  in  Theoet.  t.  i.  p.  176.     Id.  d«  Leg.  ibid. 
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tues  unite  the  heavens  with  the  earth,  the  gods  with 
men.^  Let  your  life  afford  the  happiest  of  condi- 
tions to  yourself^  and  the  sublimest  spectacle  to 
others^  that  of  a  soul  in  which  all  the  virtues  are  in 
perfect  harmony  .** 

I  have  often  spoken  to  you  of  the  consequences 
resulting  from  these  truths,  bound  together,  if  I  may 
venture  the  expression,  by  reasons  of  iron  and  of 
adamant ; '  but  I  must  remind  you,  before  I  conclude, 
that  vice,  besides  that  it  degrades  the  soul,  is,  sooner 
or  late,  consigned  to  the  punishment  it  merits. 

God,  as  it  has  been  said  before  our  time,  passes 
through  the  whole  universe,  holding  in  his  hand  the 
beginning,  the  middle,  and  the  end  of  all  beings.^ 
Justice  attends  his  steps,  ready  to  punish  offences 
committed  against  the  divine  law.  The  humble  and 
modest  man  finds  his  happiness  in  observing  this 
law ;  the  vain  man  disregards  it,  and  God  abandons 
him  to  his  passions.  For  a  time  he  retains  his  con- 
sequence in  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar ;  but  vengeance 
quickly  overtakes  him :  and  should  she  spare  him 
in  this  world,  she  pursues  him  with  redoubled  fury 
in  the  next.'  It  is  not,  therefore,  by  obtaining  ho- 
nours, and  the  applauses  of  men,  that  we  should 
endeavour  to  distinguish  ourselves,  but  by  labouring  7 
for  the  approbation  of  that  dread  tribunal  which  ( 
shall  judge  us  after  death  with  inflexible  justice.^      ■ 

^  Plat  in  Gorg.  t.  i.  p.  S09.  "^  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p. 

403.  '  Id.  Id  Gorg.  p.  609.  *  See  note  XXVII.  at  the  end 
of  the  volume.  '  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  716.  '  Id.  in 
Gorg.  t.  i.  p.  526. 
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Lysis  was  now  seventeen ;    his  soul  was  full  of 
passion^  and  his  imagination  lively  and  brilliant :  he 
expressed  himself  with  equal  facility  and  grace.   His 
friends  never  ceased  to  extol  these  advantages,  and 
were  continually  reminding  him  of  the  constraint 
under  which  he  hitherto  had  lived  both  by  their  rail- 
lery and  their  example.    Philotimus  said  to  him  one 
day :  Children  and  young  people  were  much  more 
strictly  educated  formerly  than  at  present.     They 
wore  nothingbut  slight  clothing  to  guard  them  against 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  satisfied  the 
cravings  of  hunger  with  the  most  ordinary  sort  of 
food.    When  in  the  streets  with  their  masters  and 
relations,  they  appeared  with  down-cast  eyes,  and  a 
modest  carriage.    They  dared  not  utter  a  word  in 
presence  of  aged  persons,  and  were  kept  in  such 
rigorous  subjection  to  decency,  that,  when  seated, 
they  would  have  blushed  to  advance  one  knee  before 
the  other/  And  what  was  the  result  of  these  clown- 
ish manners  ?  demanded  Lysis.     These  unpolished 
men,  answered  Philotimus,  defeated  the  Persians, 
and  saved  Greece.    We  should  defeat  them  still.     I 
doubt  that  much,  when  at  the  festivals  of  Minerva 
I  see  our  youth  scarcely  able  to  bear  the  weight  of 
a  buckler,  and  performing  our  warlike  dances  with 
so  much  elegance  and  effeminacy.' 

Philotimus  next  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  a 
young  man,  who,  both  in  his  language  and  dress, 
deviated  from  all  the  rules  of  respect  due  to  society. 

»  Aristoob.  ia  Nub.  v.  960,  ^c.        *  Id.  ibid. 
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All  his  companions  applaud  him^  said  Lysis.     And 
all  men  of  sense  condemn  him^  replied  Pbilotimus. 
But  by  these  sensible  persons^  said  Lysis^  do  you 
mean  those  old  men  who  are  acquainted  with  no- 
thing but  their  ancient  customs^  and  who^  destitute 
of  all  indulgence  for  our  foibles,  expect  us  to  be  born 
eighty  years  old  ? '   They  have  one  way  of  thinking, 
and  their  grand-children  another.  Who  is  to  decide  ? 
Yourself,  answered  Philotimus.   Without  recurring 
to  our  principles  relative  to  the  respect  and  affection 
we  owe  to  the  authors  of  our  being,  I  shall  suppose 
that  you  are  obliged  to  travel  in  remote  countries : 
will  you  choose  a  road  without  knowing  whether  it 
be  passable,  whether  it  lies  through  immense  deserts 
and  barbarous  nations,  and  whether  it  be  not  in 
certain  places  infested  by  robbers  ? — It  would  be 
certainly  imprudent  to  expose  oneself  to  such  dan- 
gers,    i  would  take  a  guide.-^Lysis,  observe  that 
old  men  have  reached  the  goal  of  the  career  you  are 
about  to  run,  a  career  at  once  highly  difficult  and 
dangerous.'     I  understand  you,  said  Lysis,  I  am 
ashamed  of  my  error. 

In  the  mean  time  the  success  of  the  public  orators 
excited  his  ambition.  Having  accidentally  heard 
some  sophist  making  long  harangues  on  politics  at 
the  Lycaeum,  he  thought  himself  qualified  to  instruct 
the  Athenians.  He  warmly  condemned  the  existing 
administration  ;  and,  like  most  of  the  youth  of  his 
own  age^  impatiently  waited  for  the  moment  when  he 

'  Menand.,ap.  Terent.  in  Heauton.  act.  2.  seen.  1.        'Plat  de 
Rep.  lib.  1.  t.  ii.  p.  328. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


400  TRAVELS  OF  ANACHARSIS. 

should  be  allowed  to  mount  the  rostrum.  His  father 
dispelled  this  allusion  in  the  same  manner  that 
Socrates  convinced  a  younger  brother  of  Plato  of  his 
incapacity  to  govern  the  state. 

My  son^  said  he  to  him/  I  understand  that  you 
>  are  inflamed  with  a  desire  to  obtain  the  principal 
direction  of  the  government. — I  was,  indeed^thinking 
of  it,  answered  Lysis,  with  emotion! — It  is  a  noble 
project.  If  it  succeeds,  you  will  have  it  in  your 
power  to  be  useful  to  your  relations,  to  your  friends, 
and  to  your  country  ;  your  fame  will  be  spread,  not 
only  among  the  Athenians^  but  throughout  Greece, 
and  possibly,  like  that  of  Themistocles,  among  the 
barbarous  nations. 

At  these  words  the  young  man  felt  his  heart  palpi- 
tate with  joy.     To  obtain  this  glory^  resumed  Apol- 
lodorus,  is  it  not  necessary  to  render  important  ser- 
vices to  the  republic  ? — Doubtless. — What  is  the  first 
benefit,  then,  that  Athens  will  receive  from  you  ? 
Lysis  was  silent,  in  order  to  prepare  his  answer. 
After  a  moment's  pause,  ApoUodorus  continued  : — 
If  the  matter  in  question  were  to  raise  the  family 
of  your  friend,  you  would  first  think  of  enriching  it; 
in  like  manner  you  will  strive  to  augment  the  reve- 
nues of  the  state. — Such  is  my  idea. — Tell  me,  then, 
what  is  their  present  amount,  whence  they  proceed, 
which  are  the  particular  branches  that  you  deem 
capable  of  augmentation,  and  which  those  that  have 
been  totally  neglected?     You  have  reflected,   no 

•Xen.  Mem.,  lib.  1.  p.  772. 
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doubt^  on  all  this? — No,  father,  I  have  never  even 
thought  of  it. — ^You  know,  at  least,  the  application 
that  is  made  of  the  public  treasure ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly your  intention  to  retrench  all  superfluous  ex- 
penses.— I  must  own  that  I  have  paid  no  more  atten- 
tion to  this  article  than  to  the  former. — Well,  then, 
since  we  know  nothing  either  of  the  receipt  or  the 
expenditure,  let  us  lay  aside,  for  the  present,  our  pro- 
ject of  procuring  new  resources  for  the  republic. — 
But  it  is  possible,  father,  to  obtain  them  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  enemy. — ^I  admit  it;  but  that  depends 
on  the  advantages  you  shall  gain  over  him ;  and  to 
obtain  them,  must  you  not,  before  you  determine  on 
war,  compare  the  forces  you  propose  to  employ  with 
those  he  will  oppose  to  them  ? — ^You  are  right. — 
Tell  me,  then,  what  is  the  state  of  our  army  and  navy, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  troops  and  ships  of  the  enemy. 
— It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  an  account  of 
this  immediately. — ^You  have  it  perhaps  in  writing ; 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  it. — No,  I  have  it  not. 

I  can  suppose,  resumed  ApoUodorus,  that  you 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  apply  yourself  to  such  cal- 
culations ;  but  the  fortresses  that  defend  our  frontiers 
have  undoubtedly  fixed  your  attention.  You  know 
how  many  soldiers  we  maintain  in  all  these  different 
posts ;  you  know  likewise  that  certain  places  are  not 
sufficiently  secure;  that  others  stand  in  no  need  of 
being  fortified ;  and  you  will  declare  in  the  general 
assembly  that  such  a  garrison  should  be  reinforced,and 
another  removed. — For  my  part,  I  shall  say  that  they 
ought  all  to  be  removed ;  for  they  discharge  their 
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duty  vety  indifferently. — And  bow  are  you  so  sure 
that  our  defiles  are  i]l-guarded  ?     Have  you  been 
upon  the  spot?— No,  but  so  I  conjecture. — We  must 
reconsider  this  matter  then,  when,  instead  of  con- 
jectures, we  shall  have  acquired  certain  knowledg^e. 
I  know  that  you  have  never  seen  the  silver  mines 
belong;ing  to  the  republic,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  you  should  tell  me  why  they  produce  less  now 
than  formerly. — No,  I  never  descended  into  them. — 
The  place  in  fact  is  unwholesome,  and  this  excuse 
will  justify  you,  should  the  Athenians  ever  take  this 
subject  into  consideration     But  what  I  shall  ask  you 
now,  at  least,  cannot  have  escaped  you.    How  many 
measures  of  com  does  Attica  produce  ?     How  many 
are  necessary  for' the  subsistence  of  its  inhabitants? 
You  will  readily  grant  that  this  is  necessary  to  be 
known  by  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  government, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  famine. — There  would  be  no 
end,  were  we  to  enter  into  these  particulars. — What ! 
must  not  the  master  of  a  house  keep  a  watchful  eye 
over  the  wants  of  his  family,  and  seek  resources  to 
supply  them  ?   But  if  you  are  terrified  with  all  these 
minutiss,  instead  of  taking  upon  you  the  superin- 
tendence of  ten  thousand  families  which  inhabit  tliis 
city,  you  should  first  try  your  strength^  and  establish 
order  in  the  house  of  your  uncle,  whose  affairs  are  in 
a  very  disordered  state. — I  should  soon  be  able  to 
arrange  them,  would  he  but  follow  my  advice. — And 
do  you  readily  imagine  that  all  the  Athenians,  your 
uncle  among  the  number,  will  more  easily  be  per- 
suaded ?    Tremble,  my  son,  lest  a  vain  love  of  glory 
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should  only  lead  you  to  disgrace.  Do  you  not  feel 
how  imprudent  and  dangerous  it  would  be  to  under- 
take  the  managementof  such  weighty  interests  with- 
out understanding  them  ?  Numberless  examples  will 
teach  you^  that  in  the  most  important  offices^  admira- 
tion and  esteem  are  indeed  the  reward  of  knowledge 
and  of  wisdom ;  but  censure  and  contempt  the  con- 
sequence of  ignorance  and  presumption. 

Lysis  was  astonished  at  the  extensive  information 
necessary  to  a  statesman^^  but  he  was  not  discou- 
raged. Aristotle  had  taught  him  the  nature  of  the 
various  forms  of  government  invented  by  legislators ;  * 
Apollodorus  instructed  him  in  the  nature  of  the  go- 
vernment, the  strength,  and  commerce,  as  well  of 
his  own  country  as  of  other  nations.  It  was  deter- 
mined that,  after  his  education  was  completed,  he 
should  travel  into  all  those  countries  which  had  any 
material  connexions  with  the  Athenians.* 

At  this  time  I  arrived  from  Persia,  and  found 
him  in  his  eighteenth  year.""  It  is  at  this  age  that  the 
Athenian  children  enter  into  the  class  of  the  Ephebi^ 
and  are  enrolled  in  the  militia :  but  for  the  two  fol- 
lowing years  they  are  not  to  serve  out  of  Attica/ 
The  country,  which  henceforth  considers  them  as  her 
defenders,  requires  them  to  engage,  by  a  solemn  oath^ 
to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  her  commands.  In  the 
little  temple  of  Agraulos  was  it  that  he  solemnly  pro* 

^  Aristot.  de  Rhetor,  lib.  1.  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  Ul  ^  Id.  de  Rep., 

t.  ii.  p.  296.  **  Id.  deRhet.  lib.  1.  c.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  522.  •  Corsin. 
Fast.  Att.  Dissert.  II.  t.  ii.  p.  139.  '  ^schin.  de  Fals.  Leg. 
p.  422.    Poll.  lib.  8.  c.  9.  $  105.     Ulpian.  ad  Olynth.  3.  p.  42. 
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mised,  among  other  things^  in  presence  of  the  altars, 
never  to  dishonour  the  arms  of  the  republic^  or  to 
quit  his  post;  to  sacrifice  his  life  for  his  country^  and 
to  leave  it  more  flourishing  than  he  had  found  it.^ 

During  that  whole  year  he  never  went  out  of 
Athens ;  he  watched  over  the  safety  of  the  city^  assi- 
duously mounted  guards  and  inured  himself  to  military 
disciplin  e .  At  the  beginning  of  the  following  year^^ 
on  his  repairing  to  the  theatre  where  the  general 
assembly  was  held^  the  people  bestowed  commenda- 
tions on  his  conduct^  and  returned  him  his  lance 
and  shield.  Lysis  immediately  departed^  and  was 
successively  employed  in  the  fortresses  situated  on 
the  frontiers  of  Attica. 

Returning  at  the  age  of  twenty^  he  had  another 
essential  formality  to  undergo.  I  have  already  said^ 
that  he  was  enrolled  in  his  infancy,  and  in  presence 
of  his  family,  in  the  register  of  the  curia  of  which  his 
father  was  a  member.  This  act  testified  the  legiti- 
macy of  his  birth.  Another  was  now  requisite  to 
put  him  in  possession  of  all  the  rights  of  a  citizen. 

The  inhabitants  of  Attica,  as  is  well  known,  are 
distributed  into  a  certain  number  of  divisions  or  dis- 
tricts, which  form  ten  tribes.  At  the  head  of  each 
district  is  a  idemarch,  a  magistrate  whose  office  it  is 
to  convene  its  members^  and  to  keep  the  register 
which  contains  their  names.'    The  family  of  Apollo- 

'Lycarg.  advers«  Leocr.  part  ii.  p.  157.  Ulp.  in  Demosth. 
de  Fals.  Leg.  p.  391.  PluU  in  Alcib.  p.  198.  Pbilostr.  ViU 
ApolK  lib.  4.  c  91.  p.  160.  ^  Aristot.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  IlepcToX* 
*  Harpocr.  in  Aii^apx* 
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dorud  belonged  to  the  district  of  Cephissia^  which 
appertains  to  the  tribe  Erechtheis.^  In  this  town  we 
found  the  greater  part  of  those  who  have  the  right 
of  voting  in  its  assemblies.  ApoUodorus  presented 
his  son  to  them,  together  with  the  act  by  which  he 
had  already  been  admitted  into  his  curia.* '  After  the 
suffrages  were  taken,  the  name  of  Lysis  was  entered 
in  the  register.™  But  as  this  is  here  the  only  record 
which  can  ascertain  the  age  of  a  citizen,  to  the 
name  of  Lysis,  son  of  ApoUodorus,  was  added  that 
of  the  first  archon,  not  only  of  the  current  year,  but 
of  the  preceding  one.*"  Prom  this  moment  Lysis 
possessed  the  privilege  of  attending  at  the  public 
assemblies,  of  aspiring  to  the  offices  of  magistracy, 
and  of  disposing  of  his  fortune  as  he  pleased,  should 
he  happen  to  lose  his  father*** 

On  oUr  return  to  Athens,,  we  repaired  a  second 
time  to  the  little  temple  of  Agraulos,  where  Lysis, 
clad  in  armour,  repeated  the  oath  he  had  taken  there 
two  years  before.^ 

I  shall  only  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  education 
of  the  girls.  According  to  their  different  conditions 
in  life,  they  are  taught  to  read,  write,  sew,  spin,  pre- 
pare the  wool  for  clothing,  and  to  superintend  domes- 
tic concerns.^  Such  as  are  of  the  first  families  of  the 
republic  are  brought  up  with  more  refinement.    As 

^  Isaeus,  ap.  Harpocr.   in  Ki/^i^c-  *  Demosth.  in   Leoch. 

p.  1048.  "» Id.  ibid.  p.  1047.  Harpocr.  et  Suid.  "  Aristot. 
ap.  Harpocr.  in  Srpar.  ®  Suid.  in  Ae^iapx*  ^  Pol^«  ^i^*  ^ 

c.  9.  §  106.  Stob.  Serm.  41.  p.  243.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  165* 
^  Xen.  Mem.  lib.  5.  p.  836  et  840. 
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they  mppear  from  (he  «ge  of  tea,  a-nd  8(Hnetimes 
fwm  that  of  wven/  at  the  rel^ious  ceremoniae^ 
0<Hne  carrying  ihe  ncred  ba«ket«  on  their  heads^ 
pthen  singing  hymns  or  performing  dances^  diffe- 
rent mtfitens  previously  instniet  ihem  to  modulate 
their  voices^  and  regulate  th^  steps.  In  general, 
mothers  exhort  their  daughters  to  conduct  them* 
sdves  with  prudence;'  but  they  pay  much  more 
attention  to  inculcate  the  necessity  of  holding 
themselves  upright,  of  sinking  their  shoulders^  of 
compressing  their  bosoms  vntb  a  broad  riband^  of 
being  extremely  abstemious,  and  of  preventing,  by 
every  poflisible  meansi,  a  plum^ess  which  might 
prove  injurious  lo  deganoe  of  ^ape  and  gcsuceful 
iMition/ 

'  Aristoph.  in  Lysist.  y.  .642.      '  Xen.  Mem.  p.  837.      ^  Me^ 
nand.  ap.  Terent.  Eunuch,  act  %  seen.  3.  v.  31. 
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NOTB  I.w^HAP.  I. — ^Pi«e  6. 

» 

On  <Ae  Prwikges  muiuaUy  granted  to  each  other  by  Leticon  and 

th^4thmm9f 

That  these  privileges  mi^t  iie  known  to  all  persons  engaged  in 
commerce,  they  were  engraved  on  three  columns,  the  first  of  which 
was  placed  in  the  l^raeus ;  the  second  at  the  Bosphoras  of  Thrace } 
and  the  third  at  the  Cimmerian  Bosphonis ;  that  is  to  say,  at  the 
bc^nning,  in  the  tniddle,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  coarse  pur* 
sued  hy  the  trading  vessels,  (a) 

Note  ii. — Chap,  hi.— ^Paoe  56. 

On  Sappho, 

The  part  of  the  Pariaa  i6lwotiid#  4V^h  mentions  Sappho  is 
^koost  entirely  pbliterated  op  ^^  iEi|^i>le  j  ^(6)  hut  we  read  ?i^ry 
di9tinctly  thf4  «he  fled,  an4  ^barlsed  for  Sicily*  It  wa^  not^ 
therefore,  to  /oljow  P)iAoi|^  as  it  i^  pretei^d^,  |]^^t  .phe  went  to 
that  inland.  Tt  is  probjable  |;ha(  Alcsus  er\g^^ed  her  jn  t];ie  con- 
piracy  f^Q9t  Pittacus,  and  thajt  sl^e  wf^i  ]|;^^nis|ie4  from  Mijtylene| 
at  the  same  time  with  Jiim  ^n4  hid  pfi^rtisans. 

•     Note  tu. — Same  Chap. — ^Paoe  58. 
On  Ae  Ode  of  Sappho, 

ReOreOiC  ecfl In  CHll  "jMyS  416  "vC^  "flOfHOilf e,. 

04AiJiirJlui«fa^jMifei»9i2fi^i};$y9]U^  , 

(a)  Demosth.  adv.  Leptiji.p.  546.       (b)  Marmor.  Ozon.  epoch  ST- 
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Ces  doux  accens  et  ce  tendre  sourire ! 
II  est  6^al  aux  dieux. 

De  yeme  en  veine  UDe  subtile  fl^me 
Court  dans  mon  sein  sitdt  que  je  te  vpis ; 
£t  dans  le  trouble  ou  s'egare  mon  ame 
Je  demeure  sans  voix. 

Je  n*entends  plus ;  un  voile  est  sur  ma  vue: 
Je  r^ve,  et  tombe  en  de  douoes  langueurs ; 
Et  sans  haleine,  interdite,  eperdue, 
Je  tremble,  je  me  meurs. 

On  reading  this  free  translation,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the 
friendship  of  the  Abbe  Delille,  it  will  easily  be  perceived  that  he 
has  thought  proper  to  avail  himself  of  that  of  Boileau,  and  that 
his  sole  object  was  to  give  some  idea  of  the  species  of  measure 
invented,  or  at  least  frequently  employed,  by  Sappho*  In  the 
greater  part  of  her  works  each  strophe  was  compQsed  of  hendeca- 
syllabic  verses  ;  that  is,  verses  of  eleven  syllables,  and  closed  by 
a  verse  of  five  syllables. 

Note  iv. — ^Chap*  v. — ^Paoe  70. 

Clbarchus  of  Solos,  cited  "by  Athenaeus,  (c)  relates  a  fact 
Capable  of  rendering  the  purity  of  the  morals  of  Epaminondas 
suspected ;  but  this  fact,  which  is  only  obscurely  Hnted,  would 
contradict  the  united  testimony  of  all  antiquity,  and  can  hj  no 
means  be  reconciled  with  the  rigid  principles  from  which  this  great 
man  never  deviated,  even  in  tbe  most  critical  circumstances. 

NoTB  V, — Chap.  ix.~Page  141. 
On  the  Time  of  celebrating  the  greater  Festivals  of  Bacchus, 
It  u  presumed  that  the  greater  Diouysia,  or  iDionysia  of  the 

(c)  Atben.  lib.  13.  c.  6.  p.  590. 
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city»  began  on  the  12ih  of  the  month  Eli^phebolion.  (d)  In  the 
second  year  of  the  104th  Olympiad,  the  year  in  question,  the  12tb 
of  the  month  Elaphebolion  fell  on  the  8th  of  April  of  the  Julian 
proleptic  year  362. 

Note  vi. — Chap,  xii.— Paoe  173. 
On  the  Plan  of  Athens. 

I  thought  it  not  improper  to  lay  before  the  reader  the  sketch 
of  a  plan  of  Athens,  relatively  to  the  time  in  which  I  suppose  Ana- 
charsis  to  have  travelled.  It  is  extremely  imperfect,  and  I  am  very 
far  from  being  able  to  warrant  its  exactness. 

After  comparing  what  ancient  authors  have  said  respecting 
the  topography  of  this  city,  with  what  modern  travellers  havd 
imagined  they  discovered  in  its  ruins,  I  have  only  attempted  to. 
ascertain,  as  accurately  as  I  was  able,  the  position  of  some  remark- 
able places  and  edifices.  To  accomplish  this,  it  was  first  necessary 
to  determine  in  what  quarter  the  forum,  called  the  agora^  that  is  to 
say,  market,  by  the  Greeks,  was  situated. 

In  all  the  Grecian  cities  there  was  a  principal  place,  or  square, 
decorated  with  statues,  altars,  temples,  and  other  public  edifices, 
surrounded  by  shops,  and  filled  at  certain  hours  of  the  day  with 
the  provisions  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  people.  The 
inhabitants  resorted  thither  every  day.  The  twenty  thousand  citi- 
zens of  Athens,  says  Demosthenes,  (e)  never  cease  to  frequent 
the  forum,  occupied  either  with  their  own  afiairs,  or  with  those  of 
the  state. 

Among  ancient  authors,  I  have  preferred  the  testimonies  of 
Plato,  Xenophon,  Demosthenes,  and  iEschines,  who  lived  at  the 
time  I  have  chosen.  Should  Pausanias  (/)  appear  in  some  de- 
gree to  differ  from  them,  I  apprize  the  reader  that  it  is  the  forum, 
as  it  existed  in  their  time,  and  not  that  he  speaks  of,  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  present  inquiry.  The  same  answer  I  should  make  to 
those  who  might  oppose  passages  to  me,  relative  to  periods  too  re^ 
mote  from  the  time  of  which  I  speak. 

(i)  Dodwel.  de  Gycl.  p.  298.  Id.  Ann.  Thucyd.  p.  165.  Corsin.  Fast. 
Atdc.  t.  u.  p.  326  et  385.  (e)  DemOBth.  in  Aristog.  p.  836.  (/)  Pausan, 
lib.  1, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4w  iHmub. 

^M  foittM}f  lit  th«  Pttdh  (ft  ^kbmt^d  pWtT«o),  f(M  ill  tlttf 
forum  are  the  monuments  of  your  great  achiev^iiienb.'*  LiteiMI 
introduces  several  philosophers  in  one  of  his  dialogues,  (h)  and 
makes  Plato  say^  <*  It  is  unfifrcessttry  fd  gor  tc^  the  house  of  that 
woman  (Philosophy).  On  her  return  from  the  Academy,  she  will 
come,  according  to  custom,  to  the  Ceramicus,  in  order  to  walk  in 
tkd  PcBcile.''— "  At  the  tftkirtg  of  Atli6ti*,  by  Syfta,*^  ^ay^  Plu- 
tafeb,  (i)  "the  btddj  spihin  the  tdtnia  defilg^ddie  Cel'&fnicus, 
Wbifcii  ii  ^ithJd  the  gate  Dipyl^tij  ftnd  niAtiy  pei^ofis  liffirm  Mi 
it  flowed  out  of  the  gate,  And  uptekd  eteii  6Vbt  f h6  suburb.''^ 

Heil<%  it  fdll61v£(,  Idt,  tkt  thts  pk^e  tr ^  ftfiuftt6  ffi  ihfe  c(uart6f  of 
tbd  Cehimiciid  f  idly,  tkt  h  Wfi^  tieflf  the  g&te  dif^Ido,  fbe  gate 
Wfcidi  l^d  td  t&e  Aciidmny :  jldly,  that  the  Ptedte  Wa»  in  thiit  pkd6. 

ifi^tiff^,  iii  th^  pAMige  t  bar6  qtidtej,  giv^  bs  cleSfly  to 
uhddftstttfid  that  th^  Metrttfitt  W^  likdwisb^  k  that  ptae6.  Thitf 
n^ds  Utt  ^eto^ttt^  &lid  f&ffi{>l^,  id  hdiibdf  dl^  t&e  ttidthet  dt  the  gods. 
Within  its  precincts  also  stddd  the  {>ata66  6t  the  ^6nate,  a  cifcttm- 
stfttldcr  coufiffti^fd  by  Mftiky  pfisdSge§.  (If) 

K^^t  td  (he  M^tfbon,  t  have  plac^  the  ^tices  and  mdnuments 
iititri^fttety  indicated  by  iPiitisani&s,  (t)  as  the  Tholhs,  the  statues 
<rf  the  fipdnymi,  &e.  Taking  iteroA)tu8  (m)  for  my  guide,  1 
Bav6  pkc^  tbe^  the  t6th|)le  6f  Jj^ik^s ;  and  foltowing  Demosthe- 
ifes,  (ri)  tb^  Ledcorioif ,  a  tdmfffe  built  in  hondur  df  the  daughters 
df  Lebs,  t^hd  fdrineffy  sa6rifi<^d  themsetves,  id  (fee  the  city  frdm 
the  plague. 

RotAt  PtATic6.--t  h&Vfe  pkced  this  &t  tbe  jiffiatioA  df  two 

st^eeU  lekding  id  th^  fefiitt.    The  im  \i  p6\hveA  dttt  by  Faiisa- 

n{&d,  (d)  ^hd  p)t)e^^  frdm  thi»  pofACd  i6  thd  Mem>dni  the  se- 

ctltfd  by  ati  dfidetit  ^uthot,  (p)  Whdpdsitit'^ly  skpj  thftt  ftdtia  ih# 

Ptitetle  id  thd  tiipt  pdrtitd,  ihttt  itf  td  filf  ,  bdttTe^  dti^  pdilicd 

iiid  th^  otteY,  w&  <fi^  trfth  §tmk\  HMAM,  Of  stfittie^  6f  Meitfdfy 

f^Hnilf&tM  iti  i  gli^th. 

{g)  ^schin.  io  Ctetiph.  p.  45^.  (h)  Lucian.  in  Placat  t  i.  p.  6&i. 

(0  Plut. in  SyU.  t.  i.  p.  460.  {k)  iEsch.  in  Ctesiph.  p.  458.  Pint.  Vit  X. 
Ittftfc  i^  Ht^,  84d.    Said.  W  UrUpttfi    ftkrpMr.  11 «  Kft^M^.  (0  t%tt- 

■Mtlik#l.tv5.p.li(  (M)H^itMi^H»;i^<;.  89.  (lk>I>MMllr.liiO<lHM. 
p.  1109  et  1113.         (o)  Paoian.  lib.  1.  c.  3.        (jp)  Ap.  Harpocr.  in  'Eppni, 
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Pmiii^  AND  Portico  of  the  Heuhjb. — From  this  last 
passage,  I  have  placed  the  Poedil^  at  the  end  of  a  street,  which 
goes  from  the  Royal  Pdrtico  to  the  forum,  and  at  one  end  of  the 
tjorners  of  the  street  fronting  the  forum.  On  the  oppoisite  cot- 
iier  should  be  an  edifice,  sometimes  called  the  Portico  of  the 
Hermae,  and  sometimes  simply  by  the  name  of  the  HermsB.  {q) 
To  prove  that  it  was  in  the  forum,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  adduce 
two  testimonies*  Mnesimachus,  in  one  of  his  comedies,  hns 
Tsaid,  "  Begone  to  the  Agora,  to  the  HermsB.'*  (r) — •*  On  certaiti 
festivals,*'  says  Xenophon,  (s)  '*  it  is  fitting  that  the  horsemen 
should  pay  due  honours  to  the  temples  and  the  statues  in  the 
Agora.  They  shall  begin  at  the  Hennas,  make  the  circuit  of 
the  Agora,  and  feturn  to  the  Herman.''  I  have  hence  supposed, 
that  this  portico  might  terminate  the  street  along  which  were 
tanged  a  series  of  Hermee. 

The  Poecile  was  in  the  fdrutti  in  the  time  of  iEscMfres,  but 
was  so  no  linger  in  the  time  of  Pausantas,  who  speaks  of  Khis 
portico  previous  to  his  visiting  the  Agora ;  (f)  alterations  h^ 
been  made,  therefor^,  in  this  quarter.  I  suppose  that,  in  th<i 
age  when  PaUsanias  lived,  one  part  df  th6  aud^nt  forum  Was 
covered  with  houses ;  that  towards  its  southern  part  cmly  oM 
street  was  remaining,  in  which  W6i«  the  iSenate-housfe,  the  Thohis^ 
&c. ;  that  the  opposite  part  had  extended  towards  the  north,  and 
that  the  Poecile  had  been  separated  from  it  by  buildings ;  for  the 
changes  I  have  mentioned  had  not  removed  the  forum  to  another 
part  of  the  city.  Pausanias  mentions  it  as  near  the  Poecile,  and 
we  have  seen  that  in  the  time  of  Sylla  it  was  still  in  the  Ceraini« 
cus,  near  to  the  gate  Dipylon. 

From  these  observations  it  will  not  be  dilBeult  to  trace  o«t 
the  path  taken  by  Pausanias.  From  the  Royal  Poftieo  be  foU 
lows  a  street  extending  along  the  southern  part  of  the  ancient 
forum  I  he  returns  by  the  same  Way,  and  visits  some  moiMr<* 
ments  whidi  are  to  the  south-^west  df  the  citadel,  such  as  an 
edifice  which  he  takes  for  the  ancient  Od^um  (p..20),  the  Eleu- 
sinium  (p.  35),  &c.      He  then  returns  to  the  Rdyal  Portico 

(9)  ^ch.  in  Ctesiph.  pv  458.  Lys.  in  Panel,  p.  398.  Demosth.  in  Leptin. 
p.  557.  Meurs.  Athen.  Attic,  lib.  1.  c.  3^  (r)  Mnesim.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  9. 
c.  15.  p.  40i.  {$)  Xea.  de  Miffn*  ^^^^  P*  91^  (0  Pauian.  Ub.  1. 

c.  15.  p.  36.  c.  17.  p.  39. 
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(p.  3Q),  and  following  the  street  of  the  Herinae,  first  repairs  to  the  Poe^ 

pile»  and  afterward  to  the  forum  existing  in  his  time  (p.  39),  which, 

according  to  appearances,  had  formed  part  of  the  ancient  one,  or  at 

least  was  at  no  great  distance  from  it.    I  should  be  much  inclined 

to  attribute  the  changes  it  had  undergone  to  the  Emperor  Adrian. 

On  leaving  the  Agora,  I\iusaniaS'  proccteds  to  the  gymnasium  of 

Ptolemy  (p.  39),  which  did  not, exist  in  the  age  referred  to  in  my 

work ;  and  from  thence  to  the  temple  of  Theseus,  which  is  still 

remaining.     The  distance  from  this  temple  to  one  of  the  points  of 

the  citadel  was  given  me  by  M.  Foucherot,  an  able  engineer,  who 

accompanied  the  Comte  de  Choiseul  Gouffier  into  Greece,  and 

who^  having  since  visited  the  antiquities  of  Athens  a  second  time, 

has  been  so  obliging  as  to  communicate  to  me  all  the  information 

he  has  acquired  from  an  inspection  of  the  places. 

I  have  followed  Pausanias  as  far  «s  the  Prytaneum  (p.  41). 

From  thence  he  appears  to  me  to  have  re-ascended  towards  the 

nocth-easty  where  he  finds  several  temples,  those  of  Serapis,  of 

Lucina,  and  of  Jupiter  Olympius  (p.  42).    He  then  turns  to  the 

eastward  and  traverses  a  quarter  which  is  without  the  city,  in  my 

plan,  and  which  belonged  to  it  in  his  time,  the  walls  having  been 

destroyed.     He  there  visits  the  gardens  of  Venus,  the  Cynosarges, 

and  the  Lycaeum  (p.  44)  ;  and  afterwards  crosses  the  Ilissus,  and 

proceeds  to  the  Stadium  (p.  45  et  46). 

I  have  not  accompanied  Pausanias  in  this  track,  because  several 

of  the  monuments  he  there  met  with  were  posterior  to  the  time  I 

have  chosen,  and  the  others  cannot,  be  admitted  into  the  plan  of  the 

city  within  the  walls :  but  I  again  take  him  for  a  guide,  when,  on 

his  return  to  the  Prytaneum,  he  proceeds  to  the  citadel  by  the 

flU»et  of  the  Tripods. 

Stxeet  of  the  Tripods. — This  street    received    its  name, 

according  to  Pausanias,  (u)  because  in  it  were  several  temples 

containing  tripods  of  bronze  in  honour  of  the  gods  ;  which  were 

dedicated  in  consequence  of  victories  gained  by   the  tribes  of 

Athens  in   competitions   of  music  and  dancing.     Now,  at  the 

foot  of  the  citadel,  to  the  eastward,   several   inscriptions   have 

been  discovered   which  make  mention    of  such    victories,   (x) 

'That    beautiful    structure,    known    at   present  by  the  name  of 

'   (ti)  Pausan.  Hh.  i.  c.  20.  p«  46u        (x)  Chandl.  Traveli  in  Greece,  p.  99. 
jid.  iQBcript.  in  Not*  p.  zxvii. 
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ibe  Lanthern  of  Demosthenes^  constituted  one  of  the  principal 
ornaments  of  the  street.  It  was  built  of  marble,  on  occasion  of 
the  prize  decreed  to  the  tribe  of  Acamantis»  under  the  archon- 
ship  of  EvsBnetus,  (3/)  in  the  year  335  before  Christ,  one  year 
after  Anacharsis  had  quitted  Athens.  Near  this  monument  an 
inscription  has  been  found  in  these  later  times,  givein  among 
those  collected  by  Mr.  Chandler,  (z)  In  it  the  tribe  Pandionis 
^decreed  a  column  to  be  erected,  in  the  edifice  belonging  to  them 
in  this  street,  for  an  Athenian .  named .  Nicias,  who  had  been 
their  choragus,  and  had  obtained  the  palm  at  the  festivals  of 
Bacchus,  and  at  those  named  Thargelia.  It  further  declares, 
that  from  that  time  (from  the  archonship  of  Euclid,  in  the  year 
403  before  Christ),  the  names  of  such  of  the  tribes  as  should 
^ain  similar  advantages,  on  certain  festivals  mentioned  in  the 
•decree,  should  be  inscribed  on  the  same  column. 

From  what  I  have  said,  it  is  evident  that  the  street  of  the 
Tripods  extended  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  citadel. 

The  Odeum  of  Pericles. — At  the  end  of  the  street  I  have 
been  speaking  of,  and  before  he  came  to  the  theatre  of  Bacchus, 
Pausanias  found  an  edifice  of  which  he  does  not  tell  us  the 
destination.  He  only  observes,  that  it  was  built  after  the  model 
of  the  tent  of  Xerxes,  and  that  having  been  burnt  by  Sylla 
•during  the  siege  of  Athens,  it  was  afterwards  rebuilt,  (a)  Let 
us  compare  with  this  testimony  what  we  find  in  other  authois 
concerning  the  ancient  Od^um  of  Athens.  This  theatre  (6)  was 
erected  by  Pericles,  (c)  and  intended  for  musical  competitions:  (d) 
the  roof,  which  was  constructed  of  the  masts  and  yards  of  the 
vessels  taken  from  the  Persians,  (e)  and  in  its  form  imitated  the 
tent  of  Xerxes,  (f)  was  supported  by  columns  of  stone  or 
marble.  Its  shape  had  furnished  a  subject  for  many  pleasant- 
ries. Cratinus  the  poet,  in  one  of  his  comedies  wishing  to 
signify  that  the  head  of  Pericles  was  of  a  pointed  shape,  said 
that  Pericles  wore  the  Odeum  on  his  head,  (g)     The  Odeum  was 

(^)  SpoD,  t.  ii.  p.  100.  Whel.  book5.  p.S97.  Le  Roi,  Roin.  des  Monam. 
de  la  Grice,  part  1.  p.  20.  Stuart,  Antiquities  of  AUiens,  c.  4.  p.  27. 
(z)  Chandl.  Inscript  part  2.  p.  49.  Ibid,  in  Not.  p.  xxii.  (a)  Paasan.  lib.  1. 
c.  20.  p.  47.  (»)  Suid.  in  X^.  Schol.  Aristoph.  in  Yesp.  v.  1104.  (c)  Plut. 
in  Per.  t.  i.  p.  160.  Vitrnv.  lib.  5.  c.  9.  Said.  ibid.  (d)  Hesycb.  in  fil9. 
<c)  Vitruv.  lib.  5.  c.  9.    Tbeopbr.  Charact.  c.  3.  (/)  Plut.  in  Per.  t.  i. 

p.  160.  is)  Cratin.  ap.  Plat,  in  Per.  t  i.  p.  160. 
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h\ittLi  Ai  tbe  tilege  (ft  Aihem  hy  ByWn,  (hj  fltid  ftodH  Ahet  fedot^ 
by  Ariobai-zaiies,  kittg  of  Cappadocid.  ({) 

Vfbth  these  pMsages,  collected  from  differem  ftufhoi^,  It  is  very 
ifevideUt  that  file  edified  s{>oI[en  of  by  Penisanlas  »  the  toaxid  with 
theOd^um  of  Peficlet;  and  from  the  passage  of  Pansamas^  that 
thid  Od^atn  was  situate  between  the  street  of  tbe  Tripods  and  th6 
theatre  of  Bacchus.  This  position  is  confirmed  likewise  by  the 
authority  of  Vittuvlurf,  who  places  the  Od^uln  io  the  left  of  the 
theatre,  (k)  But  it  may  be  said  that  Pausanias  hdd  already 
given  the  name  of  Od^um  to  andther  structure.  I  shall  soon  reply 
to  that  objection. 

TiifiAtRS  OF  BACCHt^s.— On    the   south-^est    angle   of   the 
citadel,  the  ruins  of  a  theatre  still  exists  which  had  always  been 
taken  fof  that  of  Bacchus,  in   which  tragedies. and  comedicis 
were  represented.     t>r.  Chandler,  however^  ( f )  has  |llaced  the 
theatre  of  BacdhuS  ttt  the  SOtitb-east  angle  of  the  cifodel  *  and  I 
have  followed  his  opinion  for  Several  reasons.     Ist,  From  obser- 
vation of  the  ground,  Mr.  Chandler  is  of  opiAion  that  a  theatre 
had  formerty  Stood  thertf;  ttttd  M.  Foucherot  has  since  Verified 
the  facfj     ^dly,   Pausanitts  (th)  relates,  that  above  tbe  thesatfe 
was  to  be  s^n  in  his  time  A  tripod  in  a  grotto  h^wn  otxi  of  ihe 
rock :   now  precisely  above  the  spot  wh«rd  Mr.  Chundka^  has 
suppoded  the  theatre  tO  hfeiV6  stood,  is  tt  groita  formed  out  of  the 
rock,   and  Sfince  *  converted  Into  a  church,    Utider  the  title  of 
Panagld   SpiliotUsoy  which  may  bo^  rendered  Our  Lady  of  the 
GtoUo.     Let  it  bo   Observed,    too,   th^t  the  woid  ^piUoH^ia 
clearly  desiguatefs  the  word^d^Xa/ov,  which  Pattsanias  employs 
to  signify   this  caveru.     The  reader    may    hdre  oonsnlt  what 
travellers  have  said  of  this  grotto.  (n>    It  is  ttete  that  above 
the  Other  theatre,    to   the  soutfa-'West,    there  are  two  sorts  of 
fiick^,  but  it  Is  impossible  \n  any  way  io  confotmd  th^m  with 
the  grotto  montioned  by  Ptfusa&ias.    ildly,  Xenophon,  (o>  when 
speaking  of  the  e3£ercise  of  the  cavalry,  whieh  was  performed 
^  Of  rather  near  to  the  Lycseum,  says :  **  When  the  hoisemen 
shall  have  pMA^A  the  Angle  of  the  theatre^  whkh  is  oppdsilb, 

^)  Appkttw  de  Bett.  Mitltfidat.  p.  Ssi  (b>  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  Sell. 
i^txt^  U  zxiii.  Hist.  p.  189.  (*)  V itroy.  Ift.  &  c.  9.  (I)  Ghandl.  travels 
m  Greece,  p.  64.  (m)  PauflSD.  lib*  1.  c.  31.  p.  49.  (r)  Whel.  a  Jouniey , 
&C.P.368.  Spon,t.ii.  p.97«  Chandt.  Traveb  ia  Greece ^  p.  6S.  (o)  Xed. 
de  Mag,  Equit.  p.  959.  r^  i 
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«M5.  ^'  itw  dfeatr«  ibM  wds  mi  tlie  ride;  df  tb«  tiyc^gnfu.    4dify, 

J  h^ye  Miidf  fh«t  td  Hke  K^ticipftl  f^stittils  of  the  Atfi^flHtf^ 
lOio^ti^dtff  tAk$n  (iftfm  0V(^ty  tribd,  didpdted  t^th  6ach  tfih&t  ihe 
ptflm  ia  dtftidiAg  tind  mudlcfj  thftt  a  tripod  wad  beettow^d  on  tbe 
ti«t0fiotis  tnb6f  which  Wftd  oous^fated  to  the  goA^*  th&t  tm- 
deroaatb  ihis  oflbHftg  Wat  etlgravai  the  fi&itie  of  the  tribei^  that 
of  the  MMSt  Whi)  maintditied  the  chofad  &i  his  e^jtp^sg,  and 
Mtt^mee  thut  of  ihd  pC^dt  who  had  composed  the  vers6d,  ot 
lh«  teAcher  Who  bud  e^tifit^l^  the  peffotltters.  (p)  I  have  daid 
llkeWfM,  that  ill  the  time  of  P&usanias  thefd  existed  A  tripod  ib 
tbd  gfotto  whitih  wfiSi  ftbove  the  thedtfe.  Eteti  at  pr^ent  we 
«M  at  ihA  entfAAee  Of  thia  ^Otto,  t  lind  of  triumphal  Urch, 
bittridg  fhted  iflderiptioiis  Of  different  periods,  in  bOnOllr  of  two 
t#ib«8  who  had  gained  a  ptite.  (j)  One  of  th^sfe  inscriptioris  is 
of  tho  y«ar  atO  before  Christ,  add  pOSt^df  only  by  a  few  years 
to  the  Wflirek  of  AitdchA/di^< 

Sinee  W6  find  at  the  tttitetaii^  Of  the  Acropolis,  und  on  the 
soiitlf^4asit  lidd^  jttomttneAts  lifeetM  for  those  who  had  been 
crowned  at  the  competiUOnd  uddftl  at  the^  theatre,  (r)  Wd  afcf  jds- 
tifled  itt  preittttrin^  Aat  th«  th^fltud  6f  BaoehuS  was  situdtd  at 
the  tetaiidatiOfi  of  th6  sti^t  of  tbe  Tfipodi^,  And  pt^cidely  at  the 
spot  where  Mf^  Ghondl^  h^  6trppOMd  it  i^or,  as  t  hate 
tttotdy  obstervod  itt  Qkftp.  Xll«,  the  trOphi«S  of  the  Victoils  would 
naturally  be  ftear  fbo  fi^kl  of  battle. 

Hie  tfitthot«  who  livnd  lit  the  porlod  I  have  ebdsdtt,  speak 
only  of  me  theatte  $  for  thftt,  th^  mlfis  of  which  are  seen  At  the 
BOIitb^West  axlgl«  of  the  oitddel,  did  not  estM  in  their  time,  t 
9gtm  with  Mr*  Ohandki',  in  suppdmng  \h€  latter  to  be  the 
Odiutn  whMk  Hett)deS|  tho  son  of  Attitius,  built  Ate  hundred 
yeafb  afters  iiftd  oft  whioh  Phtlostratns  bestows  the  n^me  of 
Tkeati^.  («>  *•  Tho  Oddum  of  Patftt,"  says  Pansanias,  0) 
^  Would  be  tlie  most  beautiflil  of  uny  in  Gfeeee,  were  H  not 
0d}i|ii6d  by  thai  of  Athens,  whieh  surpasses  every  other  in 
ma^tifde  and  mAgnifieetice.  It  was  erected  by  Herodes  the 
Athenian,  after  the  death,  and  in  honour,  of  his  wife.      In  my 

(P)  I*lut.  it!  tfcemistocl.  i  l  p.  114.  (q)  Whd.  a  Journey,  &c.  p.  m. 
he  ftbiy  RuhiM  de  la  Gr^ce,  t.  H.  p.  5.  (f)  i>€fffid&df.  ill  Mid.  p.  606  et  61^. 
is)  l>tailiiBtr.  tfe  tit.  Sdptlfst.  in  Herod,  lib.  2.  p.  551.  (f)  I^ausaq.  lib.  1.  c.^. 
p.  574. 
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description  of  Attica,  I  have  omitted  this  Od^uro,  because  I  had 
finished  my  account  of  Athens  before  Herodes  had  begun  the 
building."  Philostratus  remarks  likewise  that  the  theatre  of 
Herodes  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  edifices  in  the  world.(tf) 

Mr.  Chandler  supposes  the  Odeum,  or  theatre  of  Herodes, 
to  have  been  erected  on  the  ruins  of  the  Odeum  of  Pericles.  I 
cannot  be  of  his  opinion.  Pausanias,  who  places  the  latter 
edifice  elsewhere,  does  not,  in  speaking  of  the  former,  say  that 
Herodes  rebuilt  it,  but  that  he  erected  it,  ewoiriffey.  On  Mr. 
Chandler's  hypothesis,  the  ancient  Odeum  would  have  been  on 
the  right  of  the  theatre  of  Bacchus;  whereas,  according  to  Vitru- 
vius,  it  was  on  the  left,  (x)  Besides,  I  have  already  shown,  that 
the  Odeum  of  Pericles  was  at  the  south-east  angle  of  the  citadel. 
^  We  may  now  conceive  the  reason  why  Pausanias,  while 
proceeding  along  the  southern  side  of  the  citadel,  from  the 
south-east  angle,  where  he  found  the  theatre  of  Bacchus,  says 
nothing  either  of  the  Odeum  or  of  a  theatre  of  any  kind ;  for  the 
fact,  is,  that  there  existed  none  at  the  south-west  angle  at  the  time 
he  wrote  his  first  book,  which  treats  of  Attica. 

Pnyx. — Situate  on  an  eminence  at  a  small  distance  from  the 
citadel,  we  still  see  the  remains  of  a  monument,  which  has  been 
sometimes  taken  for  the  Areopagus,  (y)  sometimes  for  the 
Pnyx,  (z)  and  at  other  times  for  the  Odeum,  (a)  It  is  a  large 
space,  the  enclosure  of  which  is  partly  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and 
partly  composed  of  huge  blocks  of  stone,  hewn  diamond  fashion. 
With  Mr,  Chandler,  I  take  it  to  be  the  square  of  the  Pnyx, 
where  the  people  occasionally  held  their  assemblies.  And  in« 
deed  the  Pnyx  was  surrounded  by  a  wall,  (6)  and  situate  oppo- 
site to  the  Areopagus,  (c)  From  this  place  there  was  a  view  of 
the  harbour  of  Piraeus,  (d)  All  these  marks  apply  to  the  anti- 
quity in  question.  But  there  is  another  still  more  decisive 
evidence :  "  When  the  people  are  seated  on  this  rock,"  says 
Aristophanes,  &c.;  (e)  and  it  is  of  the  Pnyx  that  he  is  speaking. 
I  omit  other  proofs  which  might  be  adduced  in  support  of  these. 

(tt)  PhiloBtr.  de  Vit.  (x)  Vitniv.  lib.  5.  c  9.  (y)  Spon,  Voyag.  t.  iil 
p.  116.  (z)  Chandl.  Travels  in  Greece,  c.  13.  p.  68.  (a)  Whel.  book.  5. 
p.  382.  Le  Roi,  Ruines  de  la  Gr^ce,  t.  i.  p.  18.  (b)  Philocr.  ap.  Schok 
Aristoph.  in  Ay.  f.  998.  (c)  Lucian.  in  Bis.  Accusal,  t.  ii.  p.  801.  (d)  Plut 
in  Themist.  t.  i.  p.  121.  '    (e)  Aristopb.  in  Equit  y.  751. 
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Pausanias,  bowevef,  seems  to  have  taken  this '  monument  for 
the  Odeum.  What  must  we  conclude  from  this? — That,  in 
his  time,  the  Pynx,  which  he  does  not  so  much  as  mention,  had 
changed  its  name,  because  the  people  having  ceased  to  assemble 
.there,  the  musical  competitions  had  been  transferred  to  this 
place.  By  comparing  with  each  other  all  the  notices  to  be  col- 
lected on  this  head,  we  shall  be  led  to  conclude  that  this  trial  oF 
skill  originally  took  place  in  an  edifice  built  at  the  south-east 
angle  of  the  citadel,  which  is  the  Odeum  of  Pericles ;  after- 
wards in  the  Pynx,  the  Odeum  spoken  of  by  Pausanias ;  and 
finally  in  the  theatre,  a  part  of  which  is  still  remaining  at  the 
south-west  angle  of  the  citadel,  the  Od^um  of  Herodes,  the  son 
of  Atticus. 

Temple  of  Jopiter  Oltmpius. — To  the  north  of  the  citadel 
Bome  magnificent  ruins  still  subsist,  which  attract  the  attention  of 
all  travellers.  Some  (/)  have  imagined  that  they  discovered  in 
them  the  remains  of  the  superb  temple  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter, 
begun  by  Pisistratus,.  which  was  more  than  once  attempted  to  be 
completed,  the  columns  of  which  were  conveyed  to  Rome  by  Sylla, 
^nd  which  was  finally  rebuilt  by  Adrian,  (g)  Their  conjectured 
are  founded  on  the  description  of  Pausanias,  which  does  indeed 
seem  to  indicate  this  position ;  (K)  but  Thucydides  (i)  expressly 
says,  that  this  temple  was  to  the  south  of  the  citadel ;  and  his 
testimony  is  accompanied  with  particulars  which  will  not  allow  us 
to  adopt  the  correction  that  Valla  and  Palmerius  proposed  to 
make  in  the  text  of  Thucydides.  Mr.  Stuart  (k)  has  availed 
himself  of  the  authority  of  this  historian,  to  place  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Olympius  to  the  south-east  of  the  citadel,  on  a  spot  where 
some  large  columns,  commonly  trailed  the  Columns  of  Adrian, 
are  still  to  be  seen.  His  opinion  has  been  combated  by  M.  Le 
Roi,  (Z)  who  takes  the  columns  in  question  for  the  remains  of 
a  pantheon  of  that  emperor.  Notwithstanding  the  deference  I 
have  for  the  xSiscemment  of  these  two  learned  travellers,  I  had 
at  first  suspected  that  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius,  placed  by 
Thucydides  to  the  south  of  the  citadel,  was  an  ancient  temple, 

(/)Wliel.book5.p.392.  Spon,  t  U.  p.  108.  (^)  Mean.  Athen.  Attic 
lib.  1.  c.  10.  (A)  Pauian.  lib.  1.  c.  18.  p.  42.  (i)  Thucyd.  lib.  2.  c.  15. 
(k)  Stuart,  Antiq.  of  Athens,  c.  5.  p.  38.  (0  he  Roi,  Ruin,  dee  Monum.  de 
fa  Grdce,  t.  U.  p.  2 
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whicb«  9CCQT^nf  to  a  tradition  related  by  Pausanias,  (m)  wa» 
buiU  ia  th«  r^mot^st  ages  by  Deucalion*  aad  (that  the  temple  m 
Ibe  nprtbero  side  had  ba9P  founded  by  Piwtratws.  This  sMppp*- 
eULpa  would  reooocile  Tbucydide?  with  Pauaanias ;  but  a$  new 
difficnlties  would  result  from  it,  I  determined  te  lay  dewn  at  a 
▼entui?,  in' my  pliu),.a  tample  of  Jupiter  Olympios  to  ibe  ^outb 
i>ftheeit«del. 

Mr*  Stuart  ba3  tAken  the  ruio9  tQ  the  uonbward  for  tbe  re*- 
waiDB  of  the  Pflpcile ;  (n)  but  I  hope  I  haye  pwved  that  iWs  ^le^ 
brated  portieo  wa9  i^  p9Jt  of  the  forviOr  situate  ue»r  the  gs^te 
PipyloQ,  Besides,  the  edifiee  of  which  these  mm  formed  a  part 
aeeni?  to  h^^e  been  built  ia  tbe  time  of  Ad«rian>  (e)  aod  cfunse^ 
quently  is  foreign  from  my  plan. 

Twi5  Stadjuh.-™!  have  pot  aAai$0ed  *be  aitu*tipi>  of  thi?  in 
my  jgimf  because  I  im^pne  it  to  bare  beeo  pP9teripr  tp  the  timee 
0f  whui^  I  treat*  U  appeftrs  ^t  in  the  a^  pf  XenopboD^  it  waa 
mwil  tP  e^erme  in  jwwt,  in  »  c^wrsey  pwrhap^  w  ft  ;::oad  whi<j^ 
begsp  lit  the  I^f^skn^,  ii^deyte^ded  tpwMds  Ae  «pn4^  aod  ueder 
tbe  wnSk  of  tbe  ^^«  <  j^)  Some  time  iiHter,  tbe  ivfttor  hjimtp^ 
£awed  ft  pieee  of  gmmd^  wlii«h  pee  pf  bis  friend?  bad'gi¥e9  tQ 
(the  republic,  tp  be  levied*  aod  eurjopuudedby^eosewftye^rn) 
A/terwarda,  Herpdes^  ihs  spa  of  Mtiove,  rebniU  a»d  dmosi  lined 
with  marble,  the  c^iiiip*  ^  piim  of  wbtf b  still  aub^pet  (r) 

T»*  W4im  ojF  78S  dw^^l  ipwit  tp  discu99  wany  ques* 
tip«a  thst  might  be  started  relative  ^o  4he  walls  whicb  sar« 
rouuded  the  Pirsma,  Mid  Munycbiay  mA  thoae  wbicb  frpm  the 
Vimn» end PbelerwR  terminated  ettbe  wftU?  pf  AAeee;  Aud  I 
ebeil  only  sey  a  WKMrd  isqpeptiiv  the  ^rcum&nwee  pf  tbe  eitj, 
U  in  knffmbk  to  dsikermiM  its  fofrn^  but  we  iiffi  able  pn^t^ir 
oearV  «P  eeoerlMA  ite  ^sMutr  TbimydMes,  (3)  when  eewue^ 
pQitiiw  the  tEppps  ueoeswy  ^  £u vd  tbe  weJH^,  seys,  ite^  Mie  pw^ 
pf  Qmn  nemwf  M»  be  defended  wee  forjty^ibree  etedui  in 
)e9Pgt|i,MMl  thet  <HM9  pitft  iinieifled  wbieb  etppd  m  n^  seed  of 
deffflefu  uMuely,  that  wbieb  fey  betweeu  the  two  pwute  where 

(m)  Panian.  Ub.  1.  c.  18.  p^  4S.  (n)  Stnart,  ibid.  (o)  Le  Roi^  Ruio. 
des  Monum.  de  la  Gr^ce,  t.  ii.  p.  16.  (p)  Xen.  Hist.  Griec.  lib.  2.  p.  476. 
id.  deMai^SqBk.  9.^59.  <4||I»yeiii|r.  Vit.  X.  fUKit.  «p.  flat.  tii. 
p.«il.  (r)  Fmnhm.  Jib.  1.  e.  19.  pa^  4S.  ffUlailr.  ie  ¥it.  Sofdaat.  ttb.4. 
page  500.       (fl)inraeyd.i».e.c.l9^ 
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^e  wall  of  Ph«ilfirum  on  the  one  ^id^  and  th^t  of  the  Pifas^B  (m 
the  other,  termiaatad  in  the  city  wall«  The  scholia&t  omThu** 
cydides  assies  for  the  length  of  this  pfurt  seventeen  stfuiia,  and 
consequently  reckons  for  the  whole  circumferenoe  of  the  eity 
sixty  stadia  (or  about  two  leagues  ^nd  a  quarter)*  Were  we  to 
adopt  this  mensuration,  the  wall  of  Phalerum  would  reach  as 
far  as  the  Lyca^um,  which  is  not  possible.  Soii^e  considerable 
error  must  have  crept  into  the  scholiast. 

I  have  relied  in  this  particular,  as  well  as  in  laying  down  of 
the  long  walls,  and  the  environs  of  Athens,  on  the  sagacity  of 
M.  Barbie,  who  after  carefully  studying  the  topography  of  this 
city,  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  execute  the  feeble  essay  which  I 
present  to  the  public.  As  we  differ  on  some  capital  points  con- 
cerning the  interior  parts,  it  is  not  just  that  he  should  be  an- 
swerable for  the  errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  this  part  of  the 
plan.  I  might  also  have  covered  it  with  houses,  but  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  distribute  them  into  streets. 

Note  yji,— Chajp,  3^ix,— P^jPb  184. 
On  two  Inscrip1i(ms  given  in  iMs  Chapter » 

I  HAVE  rendered  the  word  £AJAaSS£»  ia  the  Qte^  mif  by 
these  words,  composed  Ae  piegg^  wrotff  ihfi  limgedy.  Yeit  as  it 
sometimes  signifies,  had  prepared  or  instructed  the  actorsy  I  will 
not  answer  for  my  translation.  Concerning  this  word,  the 
reader  may  refer  to  the  notes  of  Casanbon  on  Athenaeus  (lib.  6. 
G.  7.  p.  260) ;  those  Gi  Tayipr  on  the  SaAdwieh  Marble  (p.  71);. 
Van  Dale  on  the  Gymnasia  (p.  686) ;  and  others. 

Note  viii. — Same  CJ^ap.  — Page  19?. 
On  t^  Manner  of  lighHng  the  Temples. 

Tm^  temples  had  no  windows;  9ome  received  light  oi^  l^ 
the  door;  in  others,  lamps  were  suspended  before  the  principal 
statue;  (f)  others  c^n  w^re  divided  inlp  three  aislee,  by  tnfo 

(OStrab.Ub.9.F^996.  PamP.  Ub.  |.  c  96.  p.  fi?^ 
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ranges  of  columns.  The  middle  aisle  was  entirely  oppn,  and' 
sufficed  to  admit  light  into  the  'side  aisles,  which  were  co- 
vered, (u)  The  grand  arcades  which  we  discover  in  the  lateral 
parts  of  a  temple  still  subsisting  among  the  ruins  of  Agrigen- 
turn  (x)  have  been  laid  open  long  after  it  was  built. 

Note  ix.— Same  Chap. — Page  194. 

On  the  interior  Columns  of  the  Temples, 

It  appears  that  the  temples  of  the  Greeks  were  at  first  very 
small.  When  their  dimensions  were  increased,  the  roof  was 
supported  by  a  single  range  of  columns  within  side,  above 
which  were  others  that  reached  to  the  roof.  This  was  the 
method  employed  in  one  of  those  ancient  temples,  the  ruins  of 
which  I  have  seen  at  Paestum. 

In  process  of  time,  instead  of  one  row  of  columns,  they 
erected  two;  and  then  the  temples  became  divided  into  three 
aisles.  Such  was  the  temple  of  Jupiter  at  Olympia,  as  Pau- 
sanias  tells  us:  (ij)  and  that  of  Minerta  at  Athens,  as  M. 
Foucherot  has  ascertained  by  observations  on  the  spot.  The 
temple  of  Minerva  at  Tegea  in  Arcadia,  built  by  Scopas,  was  of 
the  same  kind.  Pausanias  informs  us,  (z)  that  of  the  interior 
columns,  the  first  order  was  Doric,  and  the  second  Corinthian. 

Note  x. — Same  Chap. — Page  1 95. 
On  the  proportions  of  the  Parthenon, 

According  to  M.  Le  Roi,  (a)  the  length  of  this  templiB  waa 
214  feet,  10  inches,  and  4  lines;*  and  its  height  65  feet 
(French).+  Let  us  convert  these  measures  into  Grecian  feet, 
and  we  shall  have  about  227  feet  for  its  length,  and  for  its 
height  about  68  feet  7  inches.  As  to  its  breadth,  that  seems  to 
be  indicated  by  the  name  h6catonp6don  (10(7  feet),  which  the 

(w)  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  396.  Vitruv.  lib.  3.  c.  1.  p.  4L  (*)  D'Orville,  Skula*, 
c.  5.  p.  97.  (y)  Pausan.  lib.  5.  c.  10.  p.  400.  (z)  Id.  lib.  8.  c.  45.  p.  693. 
(a)  Le  Roi,  Ruines  de  la  Grdce,  part  1.  p.  30;  part  2.  pi.  xx.  *  229  feet 
2  incbes  English.       i-  69  feet  4  incbeB  Eagltsh. 
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ancients  bestowed  upon  this  temple,  and  M.  Le  Roi  found,  in  fact, 
that  the  frieze  of  the  front  was  04  feet  10  inches,*  which  c6rre« 
spends  with  100  Grecian  feet.  (6) 


NoTB  xi.-^Same  Chap. — Paob  197. 
On  the  QuanUty  of  Gold  employed  in  the  Statue  of  Minerva, 

Thucydidbs.  says  (c)  40  talents;  oUier  authors  (d)  say  44; 
others  again  50.  (e)  I  follow  the  testimony  of  Thucydides. 
Supposing  that,  in  his  time,  the  proportion  of  gold  was  1  to  13^ 
as  it  was  in  the  time  of  Herodotus,  the  40  talents  of  gold  would 
give  520  talents  of  silver,  which,  at  5400  livres  the  talent, 
would  produce  a  total  of  3,808,000  livres.  But,  as  in  the  age 
of  Pericles,  the  drachma  was  worth  at  least  19  solt  (9|d.)' ^^^ 
the  talent  of  silver  5700  livres  (237/.  10».)  (see  the  note  which 
accompanies  the  table  of  the  value  of  the  Greek  money,  in  vol.  vi. 
of  this  work),  the  40  talents  in  question  were  worth  at  least 
2,964,000  livres  (or  123,500/.  sterling). 

NoTB  XII.— Same  Chap.— Page  198. 

On  the  Manner  in  which  the  Goldtba$  distributed  on  the  Staiue  of 
Minerva, 

The  goddess  was  habited  in  a  long  tunic,  which  must  have 
been  of  ivory.  The  aegis  or  skin  of  the  goat  Amalthea  covered 
her  breast,  and  probably  her  left  arm,  as  we  see  on  some  of  her 
statues.  The  borders  of  the  asgis  were  surrounded  by  serpents ; 
and  in  the  field  of  the  buckler,  covered  with  the  scales  of  serpents, 
appeared  the  head  of  Medusa.  Thus  is  the  asgis  represented  on 
monuments,  and  in  ancient  authors.  (/)  But  Isocrates,  who  was 
still  living  at  the  period  in  which  I  suppose  the  younger  Ana- 
charsis  to  have  travelled  in  Greece,  observes,  (g)  that  the  gorgo- 


•  101  feet  1  inch  En; Ikh.  (b)  Le  Roi,  ibid.  p.  89.  (c)  Tbncyd. 

lib.  9,  c.  IS.       (<0  PhUocr.  ap.  Scbol.  Aristoph.  in  Pac.  v.  604.       (e)  Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  19.  p.  96.  (/)  y irgU.  JEneid.  lib.  8.  v.  436.         {g)  Isocr.  adv. 

Callin.  t.  U.  p.  511. 
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nium  rhad  been  stolen  ;  «nd  Suidas,  (k)  tpeaking  of  the  mom  faot, 
tddsy  that  it  w«8  forced  off  from  the  statue  of  Minerra.  From  « 
passage  ofTlutarch,  (i)  it  appears,  that,  by  this  ezpressioD,  w« 
must  understand  the  segis. 

Let  us  now  see  of  what  the  aegis  taken  from  the  statue  was  com- 
posed. Not  to  mention  that  no  person  would  have  stolen  it,  had 
it  not  been  of  precious  materials,  Philochorus  informs  us,  (k)  that 
the  robbery  complained  of  respected  the  scales  and  the  serpents. 
The  question  here  has  ho  covneRion  With  a  serpefM  wbidi  the 
artjst  had  placed  at  the  ieet  of  the  goddess.  That  w«l  only  aa 
accessooy,  an  attribute  that  required  no  magnificence ;  and  Pliilo* 
obovoB  speaks  of  sei^nts  in  the  plural. 

Ffom  these  circumstances,  I  conclude,  that  Phidias  had  nade 
the  scales  which  covered  the  asgis,  and  the  eerpents  msfmriM 
annuid  it,  of  gold.  This  is  confirmed  by  Pausanias,  (Q  ^iTlio^MiySy 
that  Minerva  had  on  her  breast  a  bead  of  Medwsa  in  iMtfy  ;  aa 
imneoesBary  remark,  if  the  legis  was  of  the'sameniubsiaaoe,  and^be 
liead  not  relieved  by  the  grouiid  of  gold 'to  'vrhkh  it  was  affixed. 
The  wings  of  the  Victory  which  Minerva  h^ld  in  her  hand!  «9vt9«s 
likewise  of  gold.  Some  robbers,  who  had  got  into  the  temple, 
found  means  to  detach  them ;  and  betrayed  themselves  by  quar- 
relling about  the  division  of  their  booty,  (m) 

From  different  testimonies,  which  I  omit  to  adduce  it,  niay 
be  presumed  that  the  basso-relievos  of  the  helmet,  the  buckler,  the 
buskins,  and  perhaps  of  the  pedestal,  were  of  the  same  metal.  The 
'^pnsater  part  of  these*  moiaineiits  wtireMrtilMft  es^istenee  at  the  period 
1  •hove  cbosen.  They  irere  carried  bff^  some  time  after  %  a'pMiiMi 
-Bikned  Lachares.  (it) 

NdTfc  atiii.— Ohak'xit.-^Pagb  MS. 
On  the  Presidents  (^  the  Senate  oJAAem. 

EviKr  thing  relatii^  to  ihe  officers  6f  tke  senate,  ^and  (beir 
•fonctidas,  is  attended  with  -so  Mthiy  flifficulties,  ^at  I  shall  cotktetit 

(h)  Said,  in  *iKaia$.  (t)  Plut,  ht  TkemiBt.  t.  i.  p.  llf.  (k)  PttUadL 
ap. Sehol.  Arittoph.  in Pac.  v.GOi.  (0  PauHO. lib.  1. c. 94. p.4l8. 

im)  Demoath.  in  Timocr. p.  792.    Ul{tiaii..ihidi  p«881.  (tt).r 

ibtd.c.25.p.61. 
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myself  with  referring  my  readi^rs  to  th,e  learned  authors  who  have 
discussed  the  subject,  as  Sigonius  (de  Bepub.  Athen.  lib.  2.  c.  4.)  ; 
Petar.  (de  Cycl.  dissert,  S.  §  43) ;  Sam.  Pet.  (Leg.  Attic,  p. 
186);  and  Corsin.  (Fast.  Attie.  t.  i.  dissert.  6.) 

Note  xiv. — Same  Chap. — ^Page  219. 

On  the  Decrees  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  People  of  Athens, 

Nothing  was  executed  but  by  virtue  of  the  laws  and  of  de- 
crees; (o)  the  differenee  ^  which  consisted  m  this>  that  the  laws 
were  obligatory  oo  all  the  <;itizen9,  and  perpetually  bijidio|^; 
whereas  the  decrees,  properly  so  called,  respected  only  individuals, 
and  were  but  of  temporary  operation.  It  was  by  a  decree  that 
ambassadors  were  dispatched,  crowns  bestowed  on  citizens,  &;c. 
When  the  decree  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  comprehend  all  times 
and  persons,  it  then  became  a  law. 

Note  xv. — Chap.  xvii. — Page  252. 

On  a  dngtdar  Decision  of  the  Areopagus. 

To  the  fact  I  have  given  in  the  text,  another  may  be  added, 
which  occurred  long  after,  and  in  an  age  when,  though  Athens 
had  lost  aH  her  glory,  that  of  the  Areopagus  still  shone  in  its 
meridian  splendour.  A  woman  of  Sicyon,  exai^>erated  at  the 
barbarity  of  a  second  husband^  and  of  a  son  she  had  by  him, 
who  slew  a  promising  youth  i^e  liad  borne  by  her  former  spouse, 
determined  to  poison  them  both.  After  a  prosecution  before 
several  tribunals  that  neither  ventured  to  condemn  aor  to  aeqviit 
her,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Areopagus,  which,  iiftor  a 
long  examination,  ordered  the  parties  to  appear  again  before  the 
court  in  one  hundred  years  firom  that  time,  (p) 

ip)nmmA.inTimmr.9.m^  <p)  Val. M«x. Itt. 8.  c.  1.   Aala^ 

GeUlQt,lUi.l2.  c.7setftlU. 
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Note  xvi.— Chap.  xx. — Page  274. 

On  ike  Game  of  Dice, 

M.  De  Peiresc  had  in  his  possession  an  antique  calendar  orna- 
mented with  drawings.  At  the  month  of  Jantiary  a  man  was  re- 
presented holding  a  dice-box  in  his  hand,  and  throwing  the  dice 
into  a  sort  of  a  tower,  placed  on  the  edge  of  a  chequer-board,  (q) 

Note  xvii.^Same  Chap.— Page  289. 
Prices  of  various  Articles  of  Merchandise, 

In  the  text,  I  have  given  the  prices  of  some  articles  of  provisions, 
such  as  it  was  at  Athens  in  the  time  of  Demosthenes.  About  60 
years  before,  in  the  time  of  Aristophanes,  a  workman's  pay  was  3 
oboli  (9  sols,  or  four-pence  halfpenny) ;  (r)  a  race-horse  was 
worth  12  minae,  or  1200  drachmas  (1080  livres,  or45Z. ;)  (s)  a 
mantle,  20  drachmas  (18  livres,  or  15  shillings);  dress  for  the 
feet  and  legs,  8  drachmas  (7  livres  4  sols,  or  6  shillings).  (Q 

Note  xviii.-— Same  Chap. — Page  290, 

On  the  Property  bequeathed  to  Demosthenes  by  his  Father, 

The  father  of  Demosthenes  was  esteemed  a  rich  man;  (u)  yet 
he  left  his  son  only  about  14  talents,  nearly  75,600  livres  (or 
31501;  sterling),  (x)  His  inheritance  chiefly  consisted  in  the 
following  articles:  Ist,  a  sword  manufactory,  in  which  thirty 
slaves  were  kept  at  work,  (y)  Two  or  three  of  the  principal  ones 
were  each  of  them  worth  500  or  600  drachmas,  about  500  livres 
(or  near  20 guineas);  the  others  at  least  300  drachmas,  270  livres 
(112.  5s.):  their  labour  was  annually  worth  30  mins,  or  2700 
livres  (112{.  10s.),  all  expences  deducted.  2dly,  A  manufactory 
of  beds,  which  employed  twenty  slaves,  worth  40  minas,  or  3600 
livres  (150Z.)  :  they  produced  annually  12  minss,  or  1080  livres 
(452.  sterling).'  3dly,  A  stock  of  ivory,- iron,-  and- wood,  (z) 
worth  80  minae,  or  7200  livres  (3002.  sterling).  The  ivory  was 
made  use  of  for  the  bed  feet,  (a)  or  die  handles  and  sheaths  of 

(q)  Vales,  in  Harpocr.  p.  79.  (r)  Aristoph.  in  Ecdes.  v.  SIO.  («)  Id. 
in  Nub.  v.  1327.  (0  l<l-m  Plat  ▼.  983.  (u)  Demosth. in  Aphob.  p.  896. 
901. 904.       (x)  Id.  ibid.  p.  895.  (y)  Id.  ibid.  p.  896.  (t)  Id.  ibid. 

(«)  Plat.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  %  c.  9.  p.  48. 
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swords,  (b)  *  4thly,  Gall-nuts  and  copper,  worth  70  minae,  or  6300 
livres  (262/.  10s.)  5thly,  A  house,  worth  30  mioae,  or  2700 
livres(112/.  10s.)  6thly,  Furaituce,  vases,  cups,  gold  trinkets, 
robes,  and  the  toilet  of  his  mother;  100  minae,  or  90001ivres  (37  5^) 
7thly,  Money  lent  out,  or  employed  in  trade,  (c) 

Note  xix.— Chap.  xxii. — Page  333. 

On  the  Weight  and  Value  of  some  Offerings  in  Gold,  sent  to  the 
Temple  of  Delphi  by  the  Kings  of  Lydia^  and  described  in  Hew 
dolus  (Ub,  1.  c.  14,  50,  S^c.)  ;  and  in  Diodorus  Sicidus  (Ub.  16. 
p.  452.J 

In  reducing  the  talents  of  gold  into  silver  talents,  I  shall  take  the 
proportion  of  1  to  13,  as  in  the  time  of  Herodotus ;  (d)  and  in  es- 
timating the  silver  talent,  I  shall  follow  the  tables  I  have  given  in 
this  work.  They  are  adapted  to  the  Attic  talent,  and  suppose  the 
drachma  of  silver  to  weigh  79  grains.  It  may  be  necessary,  however, 
to  apprize  the  reader,  that  it  may  possibly  have  been  2  or  3  grains 
heavier  in  the  time  of  that  historian.  The  following  is  the  value  of 
the  offerings  of  gold,  according  to  the  weight  assigned  to  them  by 

Herodotus: 

Fr.  Livres.    Pounds  sterling. 
6  large  craterae,  weighing  30  talents, 

worth  390  talenU  of  silver,  and  of 

our  money 2,106,000       87,750 

117  semi-plinths,  weighing  232  ta- 
lents, worth  3016  talents  of  silver, 

our  money 16,286,400     678,600 

A  lion,  weighing  10  talents,  worth 

130  talents  of  silver 702,000      29,260' 

A  statue,  weighing  8  talents,  worth 

104  talents  .of  silver      ....         5&1,600      23,400 
A  cratera,  weighing  8  talents  and  42 

minae,  worth  113  talents  6  minae  of 

silver 610,740      26,447  lOs. 

To  theseoffering8DiodorusSiculu8(e) 

adds  360  phials  of  gold,  weighing 

each  2  mins;  which  make  1 2  golden 

talents,  worth  156  talents  of  silver, 

and  of  our  money     .     .     .     .     >         842,400      85,100 

Total    21,109,140  d79,647  10». 

(6)  Demosth.  in  Aphob.  p.  898.    Uert  Ub.  6.  S  ^'       (0  Id.  ibid.  p.  896. 
(<0  Hcrodot.  lib.  3.  c.  95.       (e)  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  458. 
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Some  differenced  are  itideed^o  be  met  ivich  in  the  caloiifeltoiie 
of  Herodotus  and  Diodorus;  but  an  examinatiofi  t>f  tb^ae  fro«id 
lead  me  too  far. 


NoTB  XX. — Same  Chap. — Page  341. 

On  the  Vapour  of  the  Cavern  <if  Delphi. 

Tbii  vapoar  was  of  the  natafe  of  mepbitic  exhalations:  it  rose 
only  to  a  certain  faeigfat.  It  appears  that  the  eattb  had  been  thrown 
up  round  the  aperture,  for  which  reason  it  is  said  that  persons  de- 
scend^ to  this  opening.  The  tripod  being  thus  sunk«  it  is  no 
difficult  matter  to  conceive  by  what  means  the  steam  ascended  to 
the  priestessy  without  affecting  the  priests  or  other  persons  who 
atood  near. 

Note  xxi. — Chap.  xxV.— Page  SSO. 
Oft  the  Phtn  of  a  Grecian  Hdicsc. 

M.  PsuuuLT  has  given  us  the  plan  of  a  Grecian  house,  from  the 
description  of  Vilruvius.  (/)  M.  Oaliani  has  pubhsbed  a  second, 
which  is  unquestionably  preferable  to  that  of  Perrault.  (g)  I  now 
submit  a  third  to  the  reader,  which  the  late  M.  Mariette  waa  so 
obh'ging  as  to  draw  at  my  request,  and  to  tindicnte  by  the  fbilow- 
ing  memoir. 

'*  I  have  read,  with  all  the  attention  I  could  give,  the  translation 
by  Perrault  of  the  passage  in  which  Vitruvitts  treats  of  the  houses 
in  use  among  the  people  of  ancient  Greece.  I  h&te  had  die  Latin 
text  before  me  at  the  same  time ;  and,  to  say  ttie  truth,  have  found 
that  the  i^anch  trtinslator  has  taken  many  liberties  which  the  Mar- 
quis Galiani  has  not  permitted  himsdf  t«  take  In  the  new  Italian 
translation  of  the  same  author  which  he  has  lately  jmblished.  It 
appears  to  me  that  his  explanation^  -and  the  plan  which  be  hae  de- 
lineated and  antrexed  to  it,  convey  much  better  than  iPermcdt  lias 
done  the  ideas  of  Vitruvius.    You  shall  judge  for  yourself. 

X/)  VimiV.  ^e  Architk  lib.  <•  c.  10.    Perrauk,  ibid.       (g)  Galiani,  Anlii* 
tet  di  VitruY.  ibid. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOTES.  485 

*'  FVom  the  maonev  in  which  the  Latin  author  has  expressed 
htnoselfy  it  appears  that  the  house  of  a  Greek  was  properly  that 
which  his  wife  and  domestics  inhabited.  It  was  neither  too 
spacious  nor  too  ornamented*,  but  it  contained  all  the  conveniences 
which  it  was  possible  to  procure.  The  body  of  the  house,  which 
was  adjoining  to  it,  and  was  for  the  husband  alone,  was  on  the 
contrary  only  a  house  for  external  display,  or,  if  you  rather  choose 
the  term,  for  ostentation  and  parade. 

"As  it  would  have  been  an  offence  against  decency  and  the 
manners  of  the  times  to  enter  the  former  of  these  houses,  it  was 
necessary  that  to  give  admission  into  it,  two  doors  should  be 
opened;  the  one  an  outer  door  opening  immediately  into  the 
public  way,  and  not  preceded  by  a  porch  or  atrium^  as  in  the* 
bouses  at  Rome,  and  the  other  an  inner  door.  Each  of  these 
doors  was  attended  by  its  particular  porter;  for  the  text,  in 
reference  to  the  lodges  of  these  porters,  does  not  say  ostiarii  cellamt 
bat  osCtartorum  cellos.  To  reach  the  second  door,  after  having 
passed  the  first,  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  along  an  alley,  or 
avenue,  which  was  rather  narrow,  latUudinis  non  spatiosa,  and 
which  I  suppose  to  have  been  of  considerable  length,  as  otherwise 
Vitruvius  would  not  have  termed  the  passage  from  one  door  to. 
another  a  journey ;  for  thus  he  expresses  himself,  speaking  of  this 
avenue,  Uinera  faciunt.  It  would  also  not  have  been  necessary 
to  have  had  different  porters,  and  separate  lodges  for  them,  if  the 
doors  had  been  near  to  each  other. 

**  The  habitation,  by  this  disposition,  being  at  a  distance  from 
the  street  or  road,  was  more  retired  and  quiet,  and  on  each  side  of 
the  alley  or  avenue  which  led  to  it,  there  was  sufficient  room  to 
place,  on  the  one  side,  the  stables  and  coach-houses,  or  sheds,  in 
which  chariots  or  other  carriages  might  be  sheltered  from  the 
weather,  the  store-houses  for  hay,  the  places  necessary  for  the 
dressing  of  horses ;  and,  in  a  word^  all  that  we  comprise  under  the 
general  name  of  couri-yards,  and  which  Vitruvius  calls  simply 
equ^ia.  Neither  Perrautt  nor  the  Marquis  Galiani,  for  want  of 
room,  have  inserted  these  in  their  plans:  they  have  satisfied  them- 
selres  with  marking  the  place  of  a  stable,  but  so  small,  that  you 
most  agree  with  mt  that  it  was  unsuitable  to  a  house  of  this  con- 
sequence. 
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*'  On  the  other  side  of  the  avenue  I  would  place,  with  VitroyiiiSv 
the  lodges  of  the  porters,  and  I  would  also  place  there  the  beautiful 
Testiibules  which  gave  entrance  into  the  house  of  parade  I  have  naen* 
tioned  above.  These  would  cover,  in  my  plan,  the  space  of  ground 
corresponding  to  that  occupied  by  the  stables.  I  am  obliged,  how- 
ever, to  confess  that  VitrUvius  is  silent  on  this  subject.  But  does 
he  not  seem  to  intimate  what  I  have  suggested,  since  he  does  not 
•  leave  the  avenue  in  question  without  remarking  that'into  it  opened 
the  different  doors  which  gave  access  to  the  interior  of  the  edifices 
he  describes: — statimque  janua  ijUeriores  Jiniuntur, 

'^  This  vestibule,  and  the  apartments  which  it  preceded,  being 
thus  under  the  key  of  the  first  door  of  entrance,  did  not  require  a 
particular  porter ;  and  we  find,  accordingly,  that  Vitruvius  does  not 
assign  it  one,  which  he  would  not  have  fiiiled  to  have  done,  if  it  had 
been  on  the  street  or  road,  as  represented  in  the  plan  of  the  Marquis 
Oaliani. 

«<  The  second  door,  when  arrived  at  and  opened,  gave  entrance 
into  a  peristyle  or  cloister,  having  only  three  corridors  or  porticos, 
one  in^ront,  and  two  on  the  sides.  The  pvstos,  or  what  we  call 
the  vesUbuky  as  more  correspondent  to  our  ideas,  tl^ough  this, 
with  the  ancients,  was  a  different  thing,  presented  itself  in  front 
This  was  a  place  entirely  open  before,  less  deep  by  one  third  than 
broad,  and  having  on  each  side  two  antes  or  pilasters,  which  sup- 
ported the  beam  or  architrave  that  closed  horizontally  the  top  of  the 
opening,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  lintel  closes  that  of  a  door  or 
window. 

**  Though  Vitruvius  does  not  mention  them,  there  must  have  been 
three  doors  of  chambers  in  the  said  proatas  ;  one  which  opened  into 
the  large  and  spacious  halls  called  oecimagniy  in  which  the  Grecian 
women,  even  of  the  first  distinction,  did  not  blush  to  prepare  and 
dress  wool,  accompanied  by  their  domestics,  and  to  employ  them- 
selves in  useful  occupations.  A  door  on  the  right  of  the  pro$Ui$y  and 
another  .opposite,  were  those  of  two  chambers,  cuinculay  the  one 
called  thalamus^  and  the  odier  ampkUhalamta;  Perrault  has  read 
onltiihalarMiSy  to  obtain  an  antichamber,  of  which,  however,  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  Greeks  ever  made  use ;  and  besides,  if  there 
bad  been  one,  it  ought,  in  order  to  answer  the  purpose  for  whidi  it 
was  intended,  to  have  preceded  the  apartibent  called  tkakanua^  and 
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not, to  have  been,  separated  from. it  by  the  prosto,  as  Vitruyius 
poeitively  tells  us  that  it  was,  and .  as  Perrault,  obliged  ia  this  to 
conform  to  the  account  of  his  author,  has  himself  observed. 

*^  The  Marquis  Galiani  has  made,  the  same.obsenration  that  I 
have;  but  what  has  induced  him  to  suppose  that  the  amj^AMa- 
kamu  was  a  closet  dependent  on  the  Aedamiu?  Why,  taking 
these  two  chambers  together,  has  he  formed  two  similar  apartments, 
which  he  places  the  one  on  the  right,  and  the  other  on  the  left  of 
the  jiTostMi  and  the  working-hall?  Did  he  not  perceive  that  Vi- 
truvius  reckons  only  two  single  chambers,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
jirMtas,  which  is  more  simple,  and  more  according  to  the  manners 
of  the  ancient  Greeks  ?  They  have  not  the  same  names ;  a  proof 
that  each  had  its  particular  use,  which  rendered  it  neoessary.that 
the. one  should  be  at  a  distance  from  the  other. 

**  If  I  might  be  permitted  to  hazard  an  opinion,  I  should  sup* 
pose  that  by  the  ihalamw  Vitruvius  understands  the  bed-chamber, 
in  which  the  master  and  mistress  of  the  house  slept ;  and,  by  .the 
aamflhiUwlamuM^  the  chamber  in  which  the  mistress  of  the  house 
received  visits,  and  around  which  afi^l,  (ctrcttm)  were  arrange 
couches,  or  raised  seats  for  the  accommodation  of  the  visitors.  -  It 
appears  to  me. that  the  ancient  houses  of  the  Greeks  had,  with  re- 
sp^  to  the  distribution  of  their  apartments,  a  considerable  simila- 
rity to  those  inhabited  by  the  Turks,  now  the  masters  of  the  same 
country.    I  shall  soon. follow  this  parallel  more  circumstantially. 

'*  I  do  not  fear  that  you  should  refuse  me,  in  a  house  in  which 
nothing  should  be  wanting,  an  apartment  so  essentially  necessary 
as  that  of  a  hall  for  receiving  visits.  Would  you  wish  that  the 
mistress  of  the  house  should  be  deprived  of  one,  while  the  house  of 
the  master^  of  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  presently, 
had  a.  superabundance?  And  if  you  will  not  grant  it  me  in  this 
place,  where  will  you  place.it?  The  other  apartments  of  the  same 
house,  which  are  all  disposed  around  the  cloister  or  peristyle,  and 
which  have  their  entrances  under  the  corridors  of  the  said  cloister, 
are  aheady  allotted  to  their,  several  uses.  Vitruvius  tells  us  that 
one  was  for  the  daily  meals,  triclinia  quotidiana ;  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  master  of  the  house  dined  there,  with  his  wif(^  and  chil- 
dren, when. he  had.no  company.  .  In  the  others,  the  children  and 
domestics  were  lodged  and.  slept,,  cubiffulok;  or  they,  served  fpr 
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WftrdfoliM,  pamriM,  aAo9s,  or  for  kitehvit;  for  diets  inui^oei- 
tUDhf  havo  bee» at  iMBt  OMo  of  Iht  ktter  is  a  Wum;  ipdtb«M 
VitniTia*  oomprelieBd*  nndor  the  goooval  doBomiiii^oii  of  e&Um 
JandUarks,  TIhis  nraeh  with  rafpect  to  thohons^  called  by  the 
Braekt  gynmcomkuy  or  the  ftpartmaBt  of  tho  wife. 

<«  Perrtiuh  repnmaH  this  odifiee  as  orotaod  to  arrive  at  anotlMr 
more  conaideraUe,  which  the  master  of  the  heiue  inhabited,  and 
m  which,  separated  from  hi&  &inily,  he  lived  with  the  splendour 
which  his  rank  and  condition  required*  This  dispoMtien  is  die* 
approved  of,  and  with  rsason,  by  the  Marquis  Qahaai,  and,  in  fad, 
it  is  demonstrated,  that  the  Grreeiaa  women,  banished,  as  we  may 
say,  to  the  most  remote  part  of  the  hpuse,  had  no  communioation 
with  the  men  without ;  and  consequently  the  quaKer  assigned  to 
them  ought  to  have  been  entirely  separated  kom  that  frequented 
by  the  men.  It  was  not,  therefore,  proper  thajt  it  should  be  opea, 
and  continually  serve  as  a  passage  to  the  latter^  Tq  aveid  this 
inconvenience,  the  Marquis  Oaliani,  whose  opinion  I  have  adopted, 
has  removed  to  one  of  the  sides  the  building  placed  by  P)srf«»h 
in  front  of  the  habitation  of  the  women. 

^  If  we  take  the  words  df  Vttruvius  literally,  the  buildings  appro* 
priated  to  the  sole  use  of  the  master  of  the  hpuse  were  in  number 
two;  for  Vitruvius,  in  speaking  of  them,  calls  them  dennis  and 
perutyUOf  in  the  pluml,  and  says  that  theae  buikiings,  much  more 
spacious  than  the  house  of  the  women  of  which  he  had  just  ipoken^ 
were  adjoining  to  it.  But  this  will  sppear  neither  novel  nor  ex- 
freordioary  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  inooireet  style  of 
this  writer,  who  did  not  pique  himself  on  being  a  great  grammarian. 
It  is  customary  with  him  to  make  use  of  the  plural  in  a  variety  of 
cases  which  require  the  singular.  Both  Perrault  and  the  Marquis 
Oaliani  have  thersfore  very  properly  understood  him  as  speaking 
only  of  a  single  building.  I  have  dene  the  same,  and  do  not  see 
how  he  can  be  understood  otherwise. 

'  **  The  second  building,  more  ornamentsd  than  the  former, 
was  properly,  as  I  have  already  observed,  only  a  house  of  cere- 
mony, and  for  the  display  of  grandeur.  In  it  were  only  halls  of 
nndience  and  for  conversation,  galleries  or  cabinets  of  pictures, 
libraries,  banqueting»halls,  and  seme  apartmento  for  habitation. 
There  it  was  that  the  master  of  the  house  received  the  distin- 
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ijiiiAsd  persons  wlto  vigitiKi  him,  Qodveraed  with  fais  fiteodsy 
tramautMl  baaineM,  and  gave  baoqudte  and  enterUunments ;  and 
<m'  aH  these  oecamoos  (VitruTimi  is  poBitiTe  on  the  sabjeot)  the 
women  did  not  appear, 

'*  To  arriTe  at  these  different  apartments,  it  was  necewarf,  in 
the  first  pktey  to  cross  the  magniiicseDt  vestibules,  vestt^Mfa  sgre- 
gas.  Tbs  Marquis  Galiani,  who  reduces  these  to  one  only,  places 
that  upon  the  street  or  road,  without  acconipanying  it  with  any 
porter's  lodge,  which  in  such  a  case  must  have  been  necessary* 
Mine  will  not  need  portera,  since  they  toe  within  the  first  or  outer 
door  «f  the  house*  As  I  have  akeady  assigned  my  reasons  for 
tUs  armngement,  it  will  not  be  requisite  to  repeat  them. 

"**  Every  apartment  had  its  particukr  door,  which  was  orne* 
roented,  or,  if  you  rather  choose  (he  term*,  furnished«  with  dignity 
^-•-jamuuprafnascumdigid^  I  should  prefer,  since  a  word 
OMut  be  sttppiied,  the  exprsssion /ifrfiMeii,  because  the  doors  ia 
the  interior  of  houses,  among  the  anicients,  were  only  close4  by 
curtains,  or  pieces  of  stuff,  which  were  raised,  or  let  down,  as 
occasion  lequired.  These  doors  had  their  issues  under  Uie  por- 
ticos of  A  peristyle  very  diflensnt  in  sisse  b<Hti  that  of  the  other 
hoase;  it  ooeopied  alotte  ahnost  the  half  of  the  ground  on  which 
the  eolim  building  stood ;  and  hence  it  is  that  Vitruvius,  taking 
die  part  for  the  whole,  gives,  in  some  passa^^s  of  his  description, 
the  name  DiptriMyie  to  the  whole  of  the  edifice*  Soosednes  this 
peristyk  was  distinguished  by  the  peculiarity  of  having  the  portion 
fronting  the  south,  and  adjoining  to  which  was  the  great  banquet*- 
iag^hall,  supportAd  by  high  piikni,  raised  higbsr  than  the  three 
other  porticos  of  the  same  peristyle.  This  was  tfaea  called  the 
Mkodkm  poai<K».  These  porticos,  to  reader  thsir  appearance  more 
ri<^  and  samptttous,  had  their  walls  coated  with  stucco,  and  their 
ceilings  omamailed  with  waiafiootisig  andl  oaived  work.  Under 
them  the  asen  waUEed  and  ooaversed  on  business  or  other  snlsjects, 
without  fear  of  being  disturbed  by  the  appnsach  of  woman  :  hence 
they  had  the  name  mtdronUidgiL 

**  To  eaaWe  yeu  to  feim  a  tcderaUyyustideaof  such  aperiatykt, 
I  would  convey  you  far  a  metaMSit  to  a  magnifieenit  ctoiaker  of 
seesiks,  such  as  there  are  in  sevaral  •monasteries  in  Italy*    This  I 
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woald  have  supported  through  its  whole  circuit  bya  raogeof 
columns.  Close  to  the  walls  I  would  place  spacious  apartmenls, 
which  should  have  their  issues  under  the  porticos  of  the  peristyles. 
Some  of  these  I  would  have  open  in  front,  through  their  whole 
length,  as  you  may  have  seen  many  chapters  of  monks.  Of  these 
open  apartments  I  would  make  large  banqueting-faalls,  and  halls 
of  audience,  for  such  I  suppose  them  to  have  been  among  the 
Greeks;  and  1  am  confirmed  in  this  conjecture  by  those  of  the 
same  kind  which  still  remain  in  the  thermae  of  the  Romans.  To 
the  principal  of  these  banqueting-halls,  which  I  would  place 
fronting  the  south,  I  would  give  as  much  extent  as  the  ground 
would  permit,  and  dispose  it  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  might  con- 
veniently contain  four  dining-tables,  with  three  couches  each,  as 
Vitruvius  requires.  A  great  number  of  domestics  .might  then 
serve  without  confusion,  and  there  would  still  remain,  sufficient 
room  for  the  actors  who  might  be  employed  to  exhibit  their  various 
performances.  This,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  a  tolerably  faithful 
representation  of  the  superb  peristyle  described  by  Vitruvius.  ^ 

'^  But  you  will  not  imagine,  any  more  than  I  can,  that  all  the 
houses  of  the  Greeks  were  distributed  or  situate  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  that  was  of  which  I  have  given  the  plan  after  Vitruvius,  and 
which  he  proposes  as  an  e^cample.  To  be  able  to  build,  such  a 
one,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  possess  a  piece  of  ground 
equally  spacious  and  regular,  and  to  cut,  as  the  expression  is,  with 
no  want  of  cloth.  But  this  could  scarcely  be  expected,  especially 
in  a  town  already  built,  where  every  edifice  took  some  particular 
direction,  and  where  every  proprietor  was  obliged  to  accommodate 
himself  to  the  bounds  prescribed  him  by  his  neighbour.  The  plan 
which  Vitruvius  has  given  can,  therefore,  be  only  understood  as 
of  the  house  of  a  person  of  distinction,^  of  a  voluptuous  Greek 
whom  fortune  had  favoured— i2e2tca<ior  et  ab  fortimA  opuieniiWf  as 
the  expression  of  Vitruvius  is, — who,  not  content  with  having 
built.for  himself,  caused  to  be  erected,  separately,  and  without  the 
house,  two  small  but  very  commodious  lodgments  for  the  strangers 
be  might  entertain,  who  might  there  find  every  convenience,  and 
during  the  time  they,  occupied  them,  live  in  full  liberty,*  as  if  they 
were  in  their. own  habitations,  and. go  out,  or  cbme  in,  without 
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giyiDg  any  disturbance  to  him  who  entertained  them;  for  which 
purpose  they  had  particular  doors,  ^  and  an  avenue  or  passage  be- 
t w  een  their  dwelling  and  '■  that  of  their  host 

**  Even  at  the  present  time  the  Turks  consider  it  as  a  duty  to 
exercise  hospitality  in  caravanserais^  or  inns  built  in  the  form  of 
cloisters,  which  they  erect  and  endow  on  the  high  roads,  and  in 
.which  travellers  are  gratuitously  received.     This  may  be  consi- 
dered as  a  remain  of  what  was  anciently  practised  in  Greece*    As 
to  what  I  have  above  hinted  of  my  idea  that  the  modern  houses 
of  the  Turks  have  a  resemblance,  with  respect  to  their  general 
disposition,  to  those  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  their  predecessors,  I 
still  continue  of  the  same  opinion  ;  and  shall  add,  that  this  could 
scarcely  be  otherwise  in  a  country  which  is  not,  like  ours,  subject 
to  the  caprice  and  vicissitudes  of  fashion.     When  the  Turks  in- 
.vaded  Greece,  they  seized  on  the  edifices  and  dwellings  occupied 
by  those  whom  they  had  enslaved.     They  took  up  their  abode  in 
'them,  and  found  them  constructed  precisely  in  the  manner  they 
could  have  wished,  since  the  women  had  in  them  separate  apart- 
ments, and  were  excluded  from  any  intercourse  with  the  men. 
There  was  scarcely  any  thing  to  alter;  it  may,  on  the  contrary, 
rather  be  supposed  that  a  people  addicted  to  war,  and  little  exer- 
cised in  the  cultivation  of  the  arts,  would  have  followed  the  plan 
of  these  ancient  edifices  when  they  erected  new  ones.     Hence  it  is 
that  in  their  houses,  as  well  as  in  those  of  the  Greeks  described  by 
Yitruvius,  we  find  so  many  cloisters^  in  whiph,  as  in  the  ancient 
porticos  and  peristyles,  the  greater  part  of  the  chambers  have 
•their  doors  and  terminations. 

**  The  Marquis  Galiani  says,  in  one  of  his  notes,  that  he  was 
tempted  to  place  theliouse  of  the  master  in  front,  and  not  on  the 
side,  of  that  of  the  women,  so  that  the  latter  should  be  entered 
from  the  former.  If  he  had  done  this,  as  he  might  have  done  it, 
he  would  have  conformed  to  the  present  disposition  of  the  houses 
of  the  Turks;  for  it  is  in  the  firont  of  the  habitation  that  the 
master  of  the  bouse  resides ;  it  is  there  -that  he  regulates  his  affairs, 
and  receives  visits.  The  women  are  kept  in  an  apartment  more 
retired,  and  inaccessible  to  every  man  but  him  who  has  Uie  right 
to  enter  it.  Yet  however  secluded  the  Turkish  women  may  be, 
they,  nevertheless  receive  the  visits  of  ladies  of  their  accjuaJAtance^ 
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who  talM  Iheir  semH  mi  sofius  arranged  against  the  w«ll  round  a 
room  iq>pfoprialed  tolely  to  these  visits.  You  will  admit  that 
this  corresponds  suffioiestly  wall  with  the  amphUkaiofimiM  of  the 
hoases  of  the  Qreeks  accoiding  to  the  point  of  view  in  which  I 
have  represented  it.  I  might  now  oonduct  yoig  were  it  necessary, 
into  other  chambers,  where  I  might  show  you  Turinsh  women 
employed  with  their  slaves  ia  diffisreat  works,  less  useful,  indeed, 
than  those  in  which  the  Grreciaa  women  were  occupied-^ut  thia 
would  contribute  nothing  to  the  parallel  I  intend.  The  queetioa 
only  relates  to  the  diqKMkion  of  the  chambevs  and  bvtldingB,  and 
this  i  think  I  have  sufficiently  investigated." 

I  do  not  pretend  to  afirm,  that  at  the  period  1  have  fixed  for 
the  travels  of  Anacharsis,  msoy  Athenians  were  posseswd  of 
houses  of  such  extent  and  magnificence;  but  as  Demosthenes  aa- 
eerts  that  some  were  built  in  his  time  which  surpassed  in  beauty  (h) 
those  superb  edifioes  with  which  Pericles  had  embeSished  Athens, 
I  am  justified  in  supposing  that  those  houses  did  not  essentially 
diihr  fpmtk  ibsi  deseribed  by  Vitravios. 

NoTB  XXII.— ^HAF.  xziv. — Paob  436. 

On  the  GafMs  in  which  CkUdren  were  exercised, 

Tnnn  games  served  to  Impress  on  their  memory  the  mothod 
trf -ealeulatiog  oertain  permutatioiiBt  they  leareed,  for  inetaaee, 
that  8  numbers,  or  3  letters,  were  capable  of  being  combined  ia  6 
^Kierent  ways ;  4  in<24  ways,  SialM  ways,  <fiinT90»  aad4M> 
on,  multiplying  the  sum  of  the  given  oomlmialioa  by  theaucoeed^ 
iagvniliber. 


NoiK  KUii.'^SHne  Ghap.-^PAaB  442. 

On  (fte  Letter  of  hocrates  to  Demonicm. 

SoMs  tearood  6iitifiS!ha«e«jyi(^ed^hat  Ubis  letter  is^ot  by  Iso* 


but  their  iqanion  is  fenaded  only  on  4l|g^t  iM^ecliwm. 
&S0  F9btmm,ii}^ml  Abe  Afamoks  <»f  the  AcMdimM  dm  9^k» 
lMte».  (Jk) 

(A)  Demosth.  Olyntli.3.  p.  38  et  39.    Id.  de  Rep.  Ord.  p.  m.    Id.  in 
AviitMP.i^.79B.      fi>BM.€h«c.  t.i.p.9et.       (Jt) T. sii. ffirt. ^. Ifi. 
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'    NotB  xxnF.««6uiie  Chap.— Paob  446. 

On  0k  vwrd  Novc,  Undferstaoding,  Intelligence. 

lar  appears  that  this  word  originally  signified  sight  In 
fioiDer,  the  word  Now  sometimes  means^  I  see.  (f)  The  same 
signification  is  retained  in  die  woid  irp6yoiay  which  the  Romans 
have  rendered  by  Protmo^  PraoiSentia.  Hence  Aristotle  says^ 
ihat  ioftelligence  or  Nov$  is  to  the  sonl  what  sight  is  to  the 
eye.  (m) 

NoTB  XXT. — Same  Chap. — Paob  448. 

On  the  Wordi  Wisdom  and  Prudence. 

XxHOPHONy  after  Socrates,  (n)  gives  the  name  of  vaMom 
to  the  virtue  which  Aristotle  here  calls  frvdence.  Plato  likewise 
gives  it  occasionally  in  the  sane  aeceptation;  (o)  and  prior  to 
both  these  philosophers,  Archytas  had  said  that  prudence  is  the 
knowledge  of  what  is  useful  to  man.  (j>) 


NoTB  XXVI.— Same  Chap.— ^^Page  449. 

On  ihi  Confiyrmity  in  several  Points  of  Doctrine  between  the 
Athenian  and  Pythagorean  Schools, 

Aristotlb  says,  (g)  that  Plato  borrowed  from  the  Pytha- 
goreans part  of  his  doctrine  concerning  principles.  From  them 
also  Aristotle  took  the  idea  of  that  ingenious  scale,  in  which  he 
placed  each  virtue  between  two  vices,  the  one  erring  by  de- 
feet,  the  other  by  excess.  See  what  Tbeages  has  said  on  the 
subject  (r) 

(0  UUut  lib.  S.  ▼.  21.  SO,  &c.  (m)  Topic,  lib.  1.  cap.  17.  torn.  1.  p.  192. 
(a)  Memor.  lib.  S.  p.  7f8.  (o)  in  Snthyd.  t.  i.^.  281.  (p)  Stob.  lib.  1. 
p.  15.     <g)  MeUpbys.  Hb.  1.  c.  6.  t.  u.  p.  W.     (r)  Ap.  Stob.  Serm.  p.  9. 
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NoTB  xxTii. — Same  Chap* — Page  455. 

On  an  expreuion  of  the  Pythagoreans. 

Thssb  philosophera,  observing  that  every  thing  which  w  the  ob- 
ject of  the  senses  supposes  generation,  increase,  and  destruction, 
said  that  all  things  have  a  beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  end.  («) 
Hence  Archytas  had  asserted  before  Plato,  that  the  sage  advan- 
cing by  the  right  path  arrives  at  God,  who  is  the  principle,  the 
middle,  and  the  end,  of  whatever  is  just.  (Q 

(f)  Arist  de  Ccel.  lib.  1.  cap.  1.  t.  i.  p.  431.  Serv.  in  Viif .  edog .  8. 
V.  75.       (I)  Lib.  de  Sapient  In  OpoM.  Mytli.  p.  734. 


END  OF  TOLUME  II. 


J*  G.  Banard,  Skinner  Street,  London.  ^ 
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